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PREFACE.

T is with the author of this volume about
three o’clock in the afternoon of life’s brief
day. As he begins to look toward the sunset,
and to think of that night in which no man
can work, he realizes an ambition to be preach-
ing the unsearchable riches of Christ after his
sun shall have gone down. With Peter, he
purposes, so long as he is in this tabernacle, to
stir up his fellow-believers, putting them in re-
membrance of the exceeding great and pre-
cious promises. With Peter, he also feels that
he must shortly put off this tabernacle; and
with him he now endeavors, by the ‘use of the
pen, “ that ye may be able, after my decease,
to have these things always in remembrance.”
This is the motive which prompts the publi-
cation of the present volume of essays on the
theme partially elaborated in “Love En-
throned.” The unexpected favor which the
Christian Public has shown to that book
evinces a wide-spread interest in the doctrine
and experience of evangelical perfection. This
demands the discussion of other questions
intimately related to the subject of that vol-
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ume, but not extendedly treated therein. A
glance at the table of contents will show the
reader the breadth of thisrange of topics. After
receiving assurances from hundreds at home
and in foreign lands, especially from Protestant
missionaries of various denominations, that
the writer’s published testimonies to the power
of Christ to save unto the uttermost have
been blessed of the Holy Spirit to the strength-
ening of their faith and the uplifting of their
spiritual life, it would be not only an act of
disloyalty to the law of duty, but a painful dep-
rivation of privilege, should he be constrained
_by a false modesty to forbear standing any
longer as a witness, and testifying to the
wonders of redeeming love more and more
tully” unfolded in his experience during the
seven past years. )

“With age Thou growest more divine,
More glorious than before ;

I fear thee with a deeper fear,
Because I love thee more.

‘“ Thou broadenest out with every year,
Each breadth of life to meet ;

I scarce can think thou art the same,
Thou art so much more sweet.”

Hence some of these essays are classified as
experimental, though a few in this class border
on the doctrinal.

"¢ The eighteenth essay is the substance of a
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sermon preached, in 1877, at Round Lake,
N.Y.; Orchard Beach, Me.; Hamilton, Mass. ;
Chester Heights, Pa. ; Mansfieldand Lake Side,
Ohio. Many persons who listened to this ser-

'37}9

mon, and others interested in the theme, have

requested copies when it should be published.
We would say to these Christian friends that
this is probably the only form in which the
author will commit it to the press. The
eleventh essay, “Let Go and Trust,” pub-
lished as a tract by Dr. Cullis, Willard Tract
Depository, has enabled many seekers after
purity of heart to see the simplicity of conse-
cration and of faith, and to enter into the
rest of a-full trust in Christ. The twelfth,
“ The Executive of the Godhead,” is designed
to recall the Church to the primitive doctrine
of the distinctive work of the Holy Spmt in
advanced Christian experience. It is the
. prayer of the author that this essay may incite
many of his ministerial brethren especially to
a thorough study of the proofs of the Person-
ality and Offices of the Spirit, and to that
simple, earnest, and incisive style of preach-
ing which he only can inspire.

The Tense-Readings of the Greek Testa-
ment, in chapter\y, are an attempt to introduce
English readers to the doctrinal results of the
minute study of that wonderful language which
God selected as the golden pitcher in which

'y
Yizy

42
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the water of life should be borne to the thirsty
millions of the human family.

The writer hopes that the grammatical
proof that the conditions of eternal life are
continuous through this life, and that -entire
sanctification is a momentary act, will con-
tribute to banish those seductive errors indus-
triously propagated by certain popular lay
evangelists, (1,) that the first act of faith gives
the person an inalienable and eternal standing
in Christ, and (2,) that sanctification must be
imperfect so long as we live in the body, and
that Death is a conqueror of sin mightier than
the Son .of God. Those who plead for a
gradual death of sin in the believer without
any special exercise of faith, and without any
crisis in Christian experience, called by the
Wesleys “ the second blessing,” may be en-
couraged by this chapter to expect entire
sanctification “ now, without doing or suffer-
ing any thing more.’

DANIEL STEELE.
LYNN, Marck 12, 1878.




CONTENTS.

——— G
PART 1.
DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL.
CHAPTER Pacs
I. THE SONS OF GOD—RANK IN THE SCALE OF
BEING c.oovvvvnnnnieinninnnns BN 11
II. THE THREE PERFECTIONS....... Geesisenaens 27
III. THE PROBATION FOR HOLINESS............... 36
IV. SiNs, INFIRMITIES, AND THE ATONEMENT..... 44
V. THE TENSE READINGS OF THE GREEK NEwW-
TESTAMENT.. .covveeeneoteasnnnncennans .. 53
VI. THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH.....ccccvvvnnens 9I
VII. SEEKING AND NOT FINDING.....covvvverenns 99
VIII. A BUSINESS MAN ANSWERED......veurennsn. 108
IX. REPRESSION NOT SANCTIFICATION.........:... 113
X. SANCTIFICATION AND ETHICS...c.cvvvennn..n 122
XI. LET GO AND TRUST...... Ceeieereraeienanas 135
XII. THE EXECUTIVE OF THE GODHEAD........... 142
XIII. THE ASSURANCE OF PURITY...... Ceeieeieans 150
XIV. AroLLosS—THE PULPIT TAUGHT BY THE PEW. 159
XV. JASON AND THE SIRENS—VICTORY IN TEMPTA-
TION.. ceeasoeensasnossnsscannsancsoncans 169
XVI. PROFESSION AND CONFESSION...cvevecassanes 175
XVII. CHRIST OUR SENTINEL..ouuvuureooannnnnanns 182
XVIII. How THE GUIDANCE OF THE SPIRIT MAY BE

DISCRIMINATED . .. cevvvunnrconcassssnscns 197



10 CONTENTS.

PART II.
EXPERIMENTAL ESSAYS.
CaarrER Pagn
I. IN THE HEAVENLIES. e cccevecreenvenecanseneess 229
II. RIGHTS IN CHRIST....cc.. cesesesosssssarcanns 238
II1. Five YEARS WITH THE INDWELLING CHRIST..... 249

IV, FREEDOM....ccte0tvvsccannsnasscssncasassness 262
V. THE SIXTH MILE-STONE...cct000ccccssscccssss 280
VL. SEVEN SABBATIC YEARS..cec0eececccccccssssss 989




MILE-STONE PAPERS.

PART 1.
DOCTRINAL AND ETHICAL,

CHAPTER 1.

THE SONS OF GOD—RANK IN THE SCALE OF
BEING.

AN'’S rank among the creatures of God
is a theme of more than speculative
interest. It has a practical value; for the
revelation of man’s greatness, as an exiled
prince soon to be crowned, is a strong mo-
tive to a life of moral purity. Professor
Dana, of Yale College, raises the question
whether some new and more noble being will
not yet be created, and outrank man, as man
now outranks the brute. Professor Agassiz
partly answers this question from a scientific
point of view, by observing that the spinal
column of the first vertebrates, the fishes and
serpents, is horizontal ; that in the next higher
organizations it stands in an oblique position;
while in man, the perfection of the animal cre-
ation, the spinal column is perpendicular.
Hugh Miller, the eminent Scotch geologist,
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asserts that man is the highest order of being
which will ever stand on the earth; that he
crowns the long series of animal creations
whose fossils are imbedded in the successive
geological strata as we ascend from the fire-
rocks to the alluvium on which we dwell. The
reason for this conclusion is worthy the head
and heart of the great Christian scientist.
Man is the most noble order which will ever
walk the earth, not only because the scepter of
dominion was placed in his hand in Eden, but
chiefly because his Almighty Creator has taken
his nature upon himself in the incarnation of .
his Son. This stamps our race as the most
glorious and exalted order, never to take a
second rank by the creation of a superior,
though the earth should roll through its orbit
for millions of years to come; since we cannot .
for a moment suppose that God would out-
rank his Son, the man Christ Jesus, by calling
into being one more excellent. It is no con-
tradiction to this splendid generalization of the
devout geologist to say that a new race has
already made its appearance on earth, as much
above the sons of Adam as these are above the
ape and gorilla. These are the sons of God.
" Their origin and peculiar qualities, separating
them from natural men by a gulf impassable,
except with the aid of Omnipotence, constitute
the theme of the present chapter.
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When sin had discrowned Adam and his
sons it was determined in the Council of the
Trinity that a new and superior order should
be constructed out of the ruined .race. A
second Adam appears on earth as the first
term of the glorious series, the new founder
of the new-order. He is the norm or model
by which the new creation will proceed. All
those sons of fallen Adam who by faith yield
to the transfiguring power assume the es-
sential attributes of the second Adam, the
Lord from heaven. To adopt the phrase of
modern philosophy, a new race is to be evolved.
In all evolution there must first be involu-
tion. You must put into the first term all
that you take out. Jesus Christ is the first
term. “And it pleased the Father that in him
should all fullness dwell.” * For in him dwelleth
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” There
is one word in the Greek Testament that
exactly describes this relation of Jesus to the
development of the sons of God.” The term
dpxmybe is unfortunately translated by three
different English words in the only four pas-
sages in which it occurs. It is compounded
of two Greek words, signifying, deginning and .
leading. The best Saxon rendering is file-
leader. Thus declares Peter in his crimina-
tion of the Jews: “And killed the file-leader
of life, whom God hath raised from the dead.”
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Acts iii, 15. Again, before the Sanhedrin
he utters these sublime words: ¢ Him hath
God exalted with (or at) his right hand to be
a file-leader and a Saviour, for to give repent-
ance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” Acts
v, 31. The office of Christ as the beginner of
a glorious series is strikingly set forth in Heb.
ii, 10: “For it became Him for whom are all
things, and by whom are all things, in bring-
ing many sons unto glory, to make the file-
leader of their salvation perfect through suf-
ferings.” Here we see, not with the eye of a
poet’s fancy, but with the anointed vision of
inspiration, Jesus Christ marching at the head
of along column, “many sons,” leading them
into the wide open portals of heaven, till they
stand at last in the blaze of its innermost
glory, a circle around the throne upon which
he sits down. Again, in Heb. xii, 2, we have
this fact as the ground of an earnest exhorta-
tion to Christian fidelity: “Looking unto
Jesus, the file-leader and finisher of our faith;
who, for the joy that was set before him en-
dured the cross, despising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of the throne of
God.” We have in these four passages the
divine conception of our adorable Saviour as
the head of the new order, the sons of God,
evolving these from the sons of fallen Adam.
“To as many as received him,” says the
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evangelist, ““ gave he privilege to become the
sons of God.”

Between these two orders there isa gulf too
deep and too wide to be bridged by any
creature. There is a chasm between the
lowest son of God and the highest son of
Adam greater than there is between the
lowest man and the highest brute. Let us
endeavor to gain some conception of the
broadness of this chasm. First, sonship ex-
presses life. The sons of God have spiritual
life ; the sons of Adam are spiritually dead.
How broad the chasm between life and death!
Who can build a suspension bridge across this
gulf? All the atheistic philosophers stand
confounded before this question. Mechanical
and chemical forces, under the most skillful
co-ordination of human science, utterly fail to
transmute non-living matter into a living or-
ganism. This is the sole prerogative of the
omnipotent Creator. But the production of
animal life is a work far inferior to the quick-
ening of a dead soul. How broad and deep
and dark the abyssbetween a dead sinner and a
child of God born of the Spirit! There are no
words in our language and no contrasts in our
thought by which to express this difference.
The zenith is not more remote from the nadir
than life is from death. Only God can span
this chasm, and bring a soul from the grave of
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sin to the shores of life. “But,” says one,

“there is no such contrast between the so-
; {called regenerate  and unregenerate man.”
/%  Their outward manifestations may not greatly
differ. Both wear clothes, eat food, earn
bread by toil, suffer in sickness, are over-
whelmed in the same calamities, and both are
under the sentence, “To dust shalt thou re-
turn.” The difference is not external, but in-
ternal. The one feels the heart-throb of a
new life; the other lies pulseless in the sepul-
cher of spiritual death. The one is God-cen-
tered, gravitating upward, drawn by the mag-
netism of love; the other is self-centered,
moving downward with the accelerating veloc-
ity of depravity. The one throbs through all
the mystery of his being with the pulses of a
divine life; the other is insensible to those
spiritual truths which thrill the former with
rapture unutterable. Though both obey the
decalogue and minister their charities to the
needy, the one acts with a single eye to the
glory of God ; the other is actuated by a highly
refined selfishness. The obedience of the one
is freedom; of the other, servility.

Secondly. Sonship implies likeness. The
sons of depraved Adam reflect his marred
image. The sons of God, in their measure,
are the brightness of his glory. They are in
a degree, what their glorious File-leader is
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perfectly, the express image of the Father’s
person. The difference is radical, world-wide,
and heaven-high. Peter, in portraying the
sons of God, astonishes us with the following:
“ Whereby are given unto us exceeding great
and precious promises, that by these ye might
be partakers of the divine nature.” To be
partaker of one’s nature is to have not its
identity, but its characteristics. God is love.
This is the essential and distinctive attribute
of the sons of God. This is the principle of
their life. The first pulsation of the new-born
soul is love to God, the Father; love to Christ,
the Redeemer; love to the brethren, and love
to all mankind. ‘ Hope maketh not ashamed,”
because it has a realized basis in present ex-
perience, “the love of God shed abroad in our
hearts "—deluging the believing soul—‘‘ by
the Holy Ghost.” The surprising message
that God loves me awakens responsive love in
my heart toward him and all the objects of
his love. This is the decisive test: “ He who
doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither
is he that loveth not his brother.” John lays
bare the very foundations of Christian charac-
ter when he says: “ For this is the message
that ye heard from the beginning, that ye
should love one another.” That we may know
that he is describing the gulf between natural
and spiritual men, the sons of Adam and the
2
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sons of God, he goes on to say: “ Not as Cain,
who was of that wicked one,” of the order of
fallen humanity, and “slew his brother.” “We
know that we have passed from death unto life
because we love the brethren; but he that
loveth not his brother abideth in death.” To
save transcribing the entire epistle, and to
preclude all controversy on this point, we
adduce John’s emphatic statement of the es-
sential distinction between the sons of Adam
and the sons of God: “ He that committeth
sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from
the beginning.”

Holiness, inward and outward, is the second
quality which differences these two orders.
Holiness is the all-comprehending moral at-
tribute of God. How reasonable that his sons
should wear this robe of stainless white! Sin
is not essential to sonship. It has no place
in the File-leader, the model of the series.
¢ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ;
according as he hath chosen us [believers] in
him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before
him in love.,” The doctrine of predestination

. always has reference to holiness. God, by an
immutable decree, has made entire sanctifica-
tion the goal attainable by all believers; from
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eternity he has determined that those who, by
a free compliance with the conditions, are
adopted into his family, “should be conformed
.to the image of his Son,” not only in the dis-
- tant future, but now, in the present life. ‘““As
I am, so are yein this world.” The broad line
of demarkation between the children of God
and the children of the devil lies in this one
word, s#z. “ Whosoever has been born of God
[and so continues] is not sinning, because His
seed, the new principle of love, remaineth in
him, and he is not able to be sinning, [as a
habit,] because he has been born of God” [and
so remains.] The significance of the Greek
tenses is shown in the parenthetic words, the
perfect tense denoting an act whose effect re-
mains to the present time, and the present
tense indicating an habitual or oft-recurring
act. A God-born soul is not in a sinning
state, because he has admitted a new and
dominant motive, antagonistic to sin, to take
up its permanent abode behind his will. Its
attitude cannot be hostile to the law so long
as it is swayed by love to the lawgiver. He
may in an unwary moment be surprised by
some single act of sin, for which there is a
merciful resort to the High-priest above. «If
any man sin [aorist tense denoting a single
act] we have a Paraclete with the Father, Jesus
Christ the just.” A perfectly holy soul,
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whether an angel in his first estate, or Adam
in Eden, or a blood-washed believer, may fall -
away from his order by a decisive and per-
manent wrong choice, a choice which is the
inexplicable mystery discussed for ages, the
origin of sin. But John stoutly affirms that
permanent sonship and continual sinning are
contradictions which cannot be combined in
one character. A man cannot be sober and
drunken, honest and thieving, chaste and
licentious, at the same time. But the tem-
perate man may become an inebriate and die
in the gutter; and the pure man become a
rake and be slain in a brothel. How this
stupendous perversion of the gospel of purity,
that the sons of God are constantly sinning,
became so widespread, can be explained only
on the theory that Satan himself has turned
Bible expositor, teaching that ‘‘no man since
the fall of Adam, even by the aid of divine
grace, can perfectly keep God’s law, but daily
breaks it in thought, word, and deed.” This
fallacy of the Westminster Catechism still im-
poses upon intelligent minds, because they
fail to see that the Adamic law has been re-
placed by the evangelical requirement of love as
the fulfilling of the law. Thereis no sin where
perfect love reigns. This may consist with
innumerable defects, infirmities, and theoret-
ical and practical errors. To a superficial ob-
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server these may look like sins, but a deeper
inspection shows that they lack the essential
characteristic, namely, the voluntary element.
In ethics it is an axiomatic truth that volition
is an attribute of sin as an act, or sin which en-
tails guilt. Yet even involuntary deviations
from rectitude need the atonement.*

There are other striking points of resem-
blance between the sons of God and their
great Exemplar and Model. Jesus was be-
gotten of the Holy Ghost ; the sons of God are
born of the Spirit. Jesus was circumcised the
eighth day ; the real, spiritual seed of Abraham
have their circumcision not in the flesh, but in
the spirit, being cleansed from all filthiness of
the flesh and of the spirit. Jesus, after a period
of religious development, was baptized with
the Holy Spirit; so are all those children of
God who tarry in Jerusalem with persevering
faith.  Jesus had the certificate of his sonship
in the repeated utterance of his Father, ¢ Thou
art my well-beloved Son;” so does the child
of God hear the attestation of his divine
adoption prompting the joyful shout, Abba,
Father :— '

¢ The Spirit answers to the blood,
And tells me I am born of God.”

Jesus was tempted in all points; so are we.
He was victorious : “Be of good cheer; Thave

* See Chapter IV.
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overcome the world;” so are we victors:
¢ This is the victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith.” Jesus was crucified; so are all
those sons of God who count not the self-life
dear unto them. “I have been crucified with
Christ [and so remain;] it is no longer I that
live, but Christ that liveth in me.”* The
primal son of God was buried. Thus was his
death solemnly certified. So does the child of
God die unto sin, and the water poured in holy
baptism, symbolizing the out-poured Spirit,
seals and ratifies his death unto sin. Jesus
arose from the dead; the sons of God arise to
newness of life by a spiritual resurrection, soon
to be followed by a quickening of their mortal
bodies because the Spirit has dwelt within
them.t Jesus ascended; so shall we be
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. Our
File-leader has been glorified ; so shall we, who
have borne the image of the earthly, bear the
image of the heavenly. Our elder Brother
has sat down on his Father’s throne as a fore-
gleam of our wonderful enthronement as
kings and priests: “Unto him that over-
cometh will I give to sit with me in my
throne.” Once more, Jesus Christ will judge
the universe, and at his side will sit his breth-
ren as associate judges: “Know ye not that
we shall judge angels?”

* Alford’s Version. 4 Rom. viii, 14, margin,
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These points of similarity of the Son of God
to his brethren the sons of God are strikingly
summarized in

THE SEVEN “ TOGETHERS”

in the Scripture, which show the wondrous
identification of the Lord Jesus Christ with
believers, in all the experiences of the spiritu-
al life and its rewards. They indicate the be-
nevolent purpose of God in our redemption,
and his plan in effecting that purpose. Itis
affirmed of us by the Spirit, in the word, that
we are— '

1. Crucified together with Christ, (Gal. ii, 20.)

2. Quickened together with Christ, (Col. ii, 13.)

3. Raised together with Christ, (Eph. ii, 6.)

4. Seated together with Christ in heavenly
places, (Eph. ii, 6.)

5. Sufferers together with Christ,(Rom.viii, 17.)

6. Heirs together with Christ, (Rom. viii, 17.)
And that we are to be—

7. Glorified together with Christ, (Rom. viii,
17.)

Together with the Lord—
What bursts of light I see!
Light, life, and joy are in that word ;
“ As He is, so are we.”

Together with the Lord—
Nor curse, nor death to see;
But “ seated"—O, that glorious word !—
Where ¥ heavenly places” be. Eph. ii, 6.
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And “ Zeirs"” we are with him Rom. viii, 17.
X Of God—O, wondrous love!
* Joint heirs with Christ,” in bliss supreme

To reign with him above,

And with Him “glorified” Rom. viii, 17,
‘We shall forever be,

One with the Head, in whom we died,
We all his love shall see.

Ah! heavenly portion this !

‘With sins and sufferings o’'er, Rom., viii, 18,
To know and share his wondrous bliss,

As none e’er knew before.

Meanwhile this glorious state,
It forms our mind within,

To know the self that’s dead—its hate—
To purify from sin.

In newness, now, of life,
We would our powers employ ;
Save sin, to know no other strife;
Save Christ, no other joy.

This discussion throws intense light on a
subject much misunderstood—the Fatherhood
of God. He is the Creator of all men, but the
Father only of those who receive his Son and
believe on his name. This declaration cuts off
at a stroke that soft and shallow sentimental-
ism which applies the Fatherhood of God to
men steeped in sin and defiant in rebellion,
and rears upon this sandy foundation the hope
of universal salvation. God nowhere styles
himself the Father of the unregenerate, but
only of penitent believers in his Son Jesus
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Christ. If any one is expecting to be saved by
the divine Fatherhood, let him make his sal-
vation sure by becoming a son by the Spirit of
adoption, crying in the depths of his soul,
“ Abba, Father.”

This discussion also unfolds the real brother-
hood of man. All the descendants of Adam
should constitute a sacred and inviolable fra-
ternity. But, alas! Adamic lineage is a feeble
barrier against gigantic wrongs. For six
thousand years the sons of Adam have warred,
slaughtered, pillaged, robbed, and enslaved
their brethren. This bond is too weak to
restrain from the most flagrant violations of
the law of love. But the Son of God came to
found a better fraternity, a real brotherhood.
“Go tell my brethren,” said the risen Jesus.
Strong indeed is that tie of brotherhood which
passes from heart to heart—through the heart
of the God-man. He who truly loves God
loves every one that is begotten of him. Love
can work no ill to our brother. Love divine
infused into human souls surpasses all the
bonds of nature. This explains the seemingly
harsh declaration of Jesus, in which he appears
to-reveal a heart denuded of human affec-
tions: ‘“ He that doeth the will of my Father
in heaven, the same is my mother and sister
and brother.” Nearer to Jesus are the Hotten-
tot and Kamschatkan who believe in him than
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were his brothers, James and Joses, before
they had such evangelical faith. Ye who are
endeavoring to fortify yourselves against the
ills of life by membership in human fraterni-
ties which may stand up for you while living,
cast a sprig of evergreen into your grave, and
afford a pittance to your widow, remember
that there is a nobler fraternity of the sons of
God, that, after bearing your body with devout
hands to the tomb, and hanging the lamp of
the resurrection thereon, will accompany your
soul into the unseen holy beyond, and afford
a genial and delightful companionship through
the ceaseless ages of eternity. Unite your
fortunes with this fraternity while it is called
to-day. Regeneration is initiation.  For He
that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified
are all of one; for which cause He is not
zshamed to call them brethren.”
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CHAPTER II
THE THREE PERFECTIONS.

ASIDE from the absolute perfection of God,

the term perfection, as used in the Holy
Scriptures, in its application to human beings,
has three distinct meanings. Much of the dif-
ficulty in understanding the doctrine of Chris-
tian perfection arises from a confusion of these
three significations.

1. The perfection of the paradise of Eden.
Adam came forth from the hand of the Creator
complete in his physical organism, in his men-
tal structure, in the enthronement of his moral
sense, in the harmony and balance of all his
faculties. His appetites, in perfect subjection
to a will holy in all its moral choices, minis-
tered to his existence asa person and a race in
a manner wholly consistent with the utmost
purity. His passions afforded motive power

. to his spiritual aspirations, as the steady trade-
winds waft the well-freighted argosy to its des-
tined port. He was as perfect as his all-wise
Creator could make him. His lack of experi-
ence, in the very nature of the case of a being
just called from nothingness, must be supplied
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by himself, and not by his Maker. There was
no original proclivity to sin, no secret spring
coiled up in his nature moving him to step
over the fiery boundary between right and
wrong, and no fatal debility of his moral nature
which must inevitably break down under the
pressure of temptation. We must, moreover,
suppose that, as his affections were perfect,
they were fixed upon God, their proper object,
thus leaving the soul not in a state of equilib-
rium between sin and holiness, but giving it a
strong upward tendency.

In what, then, consisted the probation of this
perfect being? Is sin possible to the intelli-
gence thus launched upon its orbit under the
attraction of the central sun? Aside from the
agency of the Satanic tempter, it was possible
for a perfect Adam, by reason of his very
finiteness, walking forth amid infinitudes, to
miss his way. The limitation of his knowledge
made faith a necessity. But there was no in-
herent defect, no downward inclination, no
darkening of the moral perceptions by sin, and
no infirmity of the will in the direction of
righteousness. He was adapted to the law of
perfect obedience. This law he might have
perfectly fulfilled. This is Adamic perfection.
Since sin has marred the image of God in man,
and disturbed, in their federal head and repre-
sentative, the moral balance of each individual
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of the race, the man Jesus Christ only excepted,
this perfection has disappeared with the para-
dise in which it was found. “I have seen the
end of all [legal] perfection, [for] thy law is
exceeding broad.” Says Job: “If I say I
am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse.”
This perfection is no longer required as the
ground of salvation. It is now a myth when-
ever professed, and always will be, so long
as men are begotten in the image of their
father. “ Who can bring a clean thing out of
an unclean?”

2. The perfection of the paradise above.
We look back with regret upon a perfection
irrecoverably lost by reason of the flaming
sword of the cherubim guarding the gate of a
lost Eden; yet we look forward with hope
toward another perfection enthroned above the
cherubim, in the glorified state after the resur-
rection of the righteous dead. No candid
reader, with ordinary acumen, can read the
third chapter of Paul's Epistle to the Philip-
pians and fail to discover that this is the goal
on which this spiritual athlete has his eye in-
tently fixed. “I count all things but loss, if by
any means I might attain unto the resurrection
of the dead. Not as though I had already at-
tained, either were already perfect,” rereAeiwuac,
“crowned,” says Bengel, “ with the garland of
victory, his course completed and perfection
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absolutely reached.” For this St. Paul groaned,
and for this manifestation of the sons of God
the earnest expectation of the creation waiteth.
Toward this all our holiest aspirations rise.
“ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be ; but we
know, that when he shall appear, we shall be
like him ; for we shall see him as heis.” Then
will the brightest ideals of perfection which
our imaginations are capable of forming be
fully realized. For we can imagine nothing
more ‘excellent than. the Son of Man in his
glory, wearing the diadem of universal domin-
ion, and adored by all the unfallen and all the
redeemed intelligences, rank above rank, who
veil their faces before his throne. We speak
now of perfection in kind. The degree of our
love will be forever increasing, as the beauties
of the God-man eternally unfold before our
enraptured vision. Mathematicians demon-
strate that a curve may be drawn of such a
nature that a straight line, lying in the same
plane, may forever approach and never touch
it. This line is called an asymptote. In this
ever-increasing love the glorified saints will be
spiritual asymptotes to the Son of God. Prog-
ress is an attribute of mind. At no point in
the endless future will God bandage the loving
soul, to check its growth forever afterward like
a Chinese foot. This distinction between per-
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fection of kind and of degree is not difficult to
comprehend, yet many intelligent people are
perpetually confounding them.

3. The perfection of the paradise of love.
Perfect love constitutes evangelical perfection,
the sum of all duties, the bond which binds all
the virtues into unity. As we stand midway
between the perfect estate of paradise lost and
of paradise regained, regretting the one and
aspiring to the other, but excluded so long as
we are in the flesh, our gracious God, through
the mediation of Christ, commissions the Holy
Ghost to come down and open the gates of a
new paradise of love made perfect, love casting
out all fear, love fully shed abroad in our hearts.
Love is the fulfilling of the law. To fulfill is
perfectly to keep,- not the old Adamic law, but
the law of the new Adam, the Lord from
heaven. ¢ Fulfill ye the law of Christ, the royal
law of liberty.” Thislaw is graciously adapted
to our diminished moral capacity, dwarfed and
crippled by original and actual sin. All there
is left of us after sin has spread its blight may
be filled with the fullness of God. Every fac-
ulty may be energized, every capacity be filled,
and every particle and fiber of tlre being be
pervaded with the love of Christ, so that the
totality of our nature may be subsidized in the
delightful employment of love, attesting itself
by obedience, rejoicing evermore, praying
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without ceasing, and in every thing giving
thanks. Says Wesley, “I know of no other
Christian perfection.” The hypercritical may
criticise the term, and say that perfection can-
not be predicated of any thing human, and the
advocates of entire sanctification may unwisely
substitute other terms supposed to be less of-
fensive, such as “the higher life,” “ the rest of
faith,” and ¢ full trust,” and other words which
man’s wisdom teacheth, but it will be found
that they all fail to convey the exact and defi-
nite idea of the word “ perfection” which the
Holy Ghost teacheth. This signifies not only
our justification—sometimes called the imputa-
tion of Christ’s righteousness, though improp-
erly—but our inherent completeness in Christ,
who is our sanctification as well as our right-
eousness or justification. The term perfection
is the best word in the English language for
expressing that state of spiritual wholeness
into which the soul has entered, when the last
inward foe is conquered, and the last distract-
ing force is harmonized with the mighty love
of Christ, and every crevice of the nature is
filled with love, and every energy is employed
in the delightful service of the adorable Sav-
iour, and the soul is as “ dead indeed untosin”
as the occupants of the Stone Chapel grave-
yard are to the tide of Boston business and
pleasure which rolls along Tremont-street.
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However tractional the man may be in all
other respects, he is in one sense an integer:
love pervades the totality of his being. Early
in divine revelation do we find Jehovah point-
ing to this state, saying to Abraham, ¢ Walk
before me, and be thou perfect;” and to Moses,
“Thou shalt be perfect with the Lord.” In
many other places the same Hebrew word is
used in describing character, but three times
it is unfortunately translated by sincerely or in
sincerity, twelve times by upright and uprightly,
once by undefiled, as “ Blessed are the undefiled
[perfect] in the way,” and once by sound.
“Let my heart be sound [perfect] in thy stat-
utes.” Forty-five times the Israelites are com-
manded to bring sacrifices without blemisk ;
and every time the word should have been
translated perfect, God thus teaching by im-
pressive symbols that the heart of the offerer
must be perfect before God. Leviticus is the
book of all the Old Testament wherein is
typically taught the need of inward cleansing,
whose end is holiness, whose tabernacle is holy,
whose vessels are holy, whose offerings are most
holy, whose priests are holy, and their gar-
ments are holy, and whose people are holy,
because their God is holy. Opening the New
Testament, we find the Greek word telezos, per-
fect, as descriptive of fitness for the kingdom
of God, dropping from the lips of Christ and
3
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from the pen of St. Paul seventeen times, while
the cognate noun perfection is twice used, and
the verb o perfect fourteen times. This exam-
ination shows that the Spirit of inspiration had
a deep design, persistently followed from the
book of Genesis to the Epistles of John. That
design is to set forth the holiness of the serv-
ice demanded of us, and the perfectibility of the
Christian under the dispensation of the Spirit.
For this perfection is not on a level with man’s
natural powers, but is the work of the Sancti-
fier through the mediation and blood of Jesus
Christ, who “by one offering hath perfected
forever them that are sanctified.” By one of-
fering he has procured the Sanctifier, who, so
long as the wo