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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

PREFACE

During the life of Jesus on earth, the word He chiefly used when speaking of the relations of the disciplesto
Himself was. "Follow me." When about to |leave for heaven, He gave them a new word, in which their more
intimate and spiritual union with Himself in glory should be expressed. That chosen word was: "Abide in me."

It isto be feared that there are many earnest followers of Jesus from whom the meaning of this word, with the
blessed experience it promises, is very much hidden. While trusting in their Saviour for pardon and for help, and
seeking to some extent to obey Him, they have hardly realized to what closeness of union, to what intimacy of
fellowship, to what wondrous oneness of life and interest, He invited them when He said, "Abidein me." Thisis
not only an unspeakable loss to themselves, but the Church and the world suffer in what they lose.

If we ask the reason why those who have indeed accepted the Saviour, and been made partakers of the renewing
of the Holy Ghost, thus come short of the full salvation prepared for them, | am sure the answer will in very many
cases be, that ignorance is the cause of the unbelief that fails of the inheritance. If, in our orthodox Churches, the
abiding in Christ, the living union with Him, the experience of His daily and hourly presence and keeping, were
preached with the same distinctness and urgency as His atonement and pardon through His blood, | am confident
that many would be found to accept with gladness the invitation to such alife, and that its influence would be
manifest in their experience of the purity and the power, the love andthe joy, the fruit-bearing, and all the
blessedness which the Saviour connected with the abiding in Him.

It iswith the desire to help those who have not yet fully understood what the Saviour meant with His command,
or who have feared that it was alife beyond their reach, that these meditations are now published. It isonly by
frequent repetition that a child learnsits lessons. It is only by continuously fixing the mind for a time on some one
of the lessons of faith, that the believer is gradually helped to take and thoroughly assimilate them. | have the
hope that to some, especially young believers, it will be ahelp to come and for a month day after day spell over
the precious words, "Abide in me," with the lessons connected with them in the parable of the Vine. Step by step
we shall get to see how truly this promise-precept is meant for us, how surely graceis provided to enable us to
obey it, how indispensable the experience of its blessing isto a healthy Christian life, and how unspeakable the
blessings are that flow from it. Aswe listen, and meditate, and prayas we surrender ourselves, and accept in faith
the whole Jesus as He offers Himself to usin it-the Holy Spirit will make the word to be spirit and life; this word
of Jesus, too, will become to us the power of God unto salvation, and through it will come the faith that grasps the
long desired blessing.

| pray earnestly that our gracious Lord may be pleased to bless this little book, to help those who seek to know
Him fully, as He has already blessed it in its original issue in adifferent (the Dutch) language. | pray still more
earnestly that He would, by whatever means, make the multitudes of His dear children who are still living divided
lives, to see how He claims them wholly for Himself, and how the wholehearted surrender to abide in Him alone
brings the joy unspeakable and full of glory. Oh, let each of uswho has begun to taste the sweetness of thislife,
yield himself wholly to be awitness to the grace and power of our Lord to keep us united with Himself, and seek
by word and walk to win others to follow Him fully. It is only in such fruitbearing that our own abiding can be
maintained.
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In conclusion, | ask to be permitted to give one word of advice to my reader. It isthis. It needs time to grow into
Jesus the Vine: do not expect to abide in Him unless you will give Him that time. It is not enough to read God's
Word, or meditations as here offered, and when we think we have hold of the thoughts, and have asked God for
His blessing, to go out in the hope that the blessing will abide. No, it needs day by day time with Jesus and with
God. We all know the need of time for our meals each day-every workman claims his hour for dinner; the hurried
eating of so much food is not enough. If we areto live through Jesus, we must feed on Him (John 6:57); we must
thoroughly take in and assimilate that heavenly food the Father has given usin Hislife. Therefore, my brother,
who would learn to abide in Jesus, take time each day, ere you read, and while you read, and after you read, to put
yourself into living contact with the living Jesus, to yield yourself distinctly and consciously to His blessed
influence; so will you give Him the opportunity of taking hold of you, of drawing you up and keeping you safe in
His amighty life.

And now, to all God's children whom He alows me the privilege of pointing to the Heavenly Vine, | offer my
fraternal love and salutations, with the prayer that to each one of them may be given the rich and full experience
of the blessedness of abiding in Christ. And may the grace of Jesus, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be their daily portion. Amen.
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 1.
ALL YOU WHO HAVE COME TO HIM

"Come unto me."-MATT.11:28
"Abidein me."-JOHN 15:4

IT ISto you who have heard and hearkened to the call, "Come unto me," that this new invitation comes, "Abide
in me." The message comes from the same loving Saviour. Y ou doubtless have never repented having come at
His call. Y ou experienced that His word was truth; all His promises He fulfilled; He made you partakers of the
blessings and the joy of His love. Was not His welcome most hearty, His pardon full and free, His love most
sweet and precious? Y ou more than once, at your first coming to Him, had reason to say, "The half was not told
me."

And yet you have had to complain of disappointment: as time went on, your expectations were not realized. The
blessings you once enjoyed were lost; the love and joy of your first meeting with your Saviour, instead of
deepening, have become faint and feeble. And often you have wondered what the reason could be, that with such
a Saviour, so mighty and so loving, your experience of salvation should not have been afuller one.

The answer is very simple. Y ou wandered from Him. The blessings He bestows are all connected with His " Come
to ME," and are only to be enjoyed in close fellowship with Himself. Y ou either did not fully understand, or did
not rightly remember, that the call meant, "Come to me to stay with me." And yet thiswasin very deed His object
and purpose when first He called you to Himself. It was not to refresh you for afew short hours after your
conversion with the joy of His love and deliverance, and then to send you forth to wander in sadness and sin. He
had destined you to something better than a short-lived blessedness, to be enjoyed only in times of special
earnestness and prayer, and then to pass away, as you had to return to those duties in which far the greater part of
life has to be spent. No, indeed; He had prepared for you an abiding dwelling with Himself, where your whole life
and every moment of it might be spent, where the work of your daily life might be done, and where all the while
you might be enjoying unbroken communion with Himself. It was even this He meant when to that first word,
"Cometo me," He added this, "Abidein me." As earnest and faithful, as loving and tender, as the compassion that
breathed in that blessed "Come," was the grace that added this no less blessed "Abide." As mighty as the
attraction with which that first word drew you, were the bonds with which this second, had you but listened to it,
would have kept you. And as great as were the blessings with which that coming was rewarded, so large, yea, and
much greater, were the treasures to which that abiding would have given you access.

And observe especially, it was not that He said, "Come to me and abide with me," but, "Abidein me." The
intercourse was not only to be unbroken, but most intimate and complete. He opened His arms, to press you to
His bosom; He opened His heart, to welcome you there; He opened up all His divine fulness of life and love, and
offered to take you up into its fellowship, to make you wholly one with Himself. There was a depth of meaning
you cannot yet realize in Hiswords. "Abide IN ME."
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And with no less earnestness than He had cried, "Come to me," did He plead, had you but noticed it, "Abidein
me." By every motive that had induced you to come, did He beseech you to abide. Wasiit the fear of sin and its
curse that first drew you? the pardon you received on first coming could, with all the blessings flowing fromit,
only be confirmed and fully enjoyed on abiding in Him. Was it the longing to know and enjoy the Infinite Love
that was calling you? the first coming gave but single drops to taste'tis only the abiding that can really satisfy the
thirsty soul, and give to drink of the rivers of pleasure that are at His right hand. Was it the weary longing to be
made free from the bondage of sin, to become pure and holy, and so to find rest, the rest of God for the soul ? this
too can only be realized as you abide in Him-only abiding in Jesus givesrest in Him. Or if it was the hope of an
inheritance in glory, and an everlasting home in the presence of the Infinite One: the true preparation for this,as
well asits blessed foretaste in thislife, are granted only to those who abide in Him. In very truth, there is nothing
that moved you to come, that does not plead with thousandfold greater force: "Abide in Him." Y ou did well to
come; you do better to abide. Who would, after seeking the King's palace, be content to stand in the door, when
heisinvited in to dwell in the King's presence, and share with Him in all the glory of Hisroyal life? Oh, let us
enter in and abide, and enjoy to the full all the rich supply His wondrous love hath prepared for us!

And yet | fear that there are many who have indeed come to Jesus, and who yet have mournfully to confess that
they know but little of this blessed abiding in Him. With some the reason is, that they never fully understood that
this was the meaning of the Saviour's call. With others, that though they heard the word, they did not know that
such alife of abiding fellowship was possible, and indeed within their reach. Others will say that, though they did
believe that such alife was possible, and seek after it, they have never yet succeeded discovering the secret of its
attainment. And others, again, alas! will confessthat it istheir own unfaithfulness that has kept them from the
enjoyment of the blessing. When the Saviour would have kept them, they were not found ready to stay; they were
not prepared to give up everything, and always, only, wholly to side in Jesus.

To al such I come now in the name of Jesus, their Redeemer and mine, with the blessed message: "Abide in me. "
In His name | invite them to come, and for a season meditate with me daily on its meaning, its lessons, its claims,
and its promises. | know how many, and, to the young believer, how difficult, the questions are which suggest
themselvesin connection with it. There is especially the question, with its various aspects, to the possibility, in
the midst of wearying work and continual distraction, of keeping up, or rather being kept in, the abiding
communion. | do not undertake to remove al difficulties; this Jesus Christ Himself alone must do by His Holy
Spirit. But what | would fain by the grace of God be permitted to do is, to repeat day by day the Master's blessed
command, "Abidein me," until it enter the heart and find a place there, no more to be forgotten or neglected. |
would fain that in the light of Holy Scripture we should Meditate on its meaning, until the understanding, that
gate to the heart, opens to apprehend something of what it offers and expects. So we shall discover the means of
its attainment, and learn to know what keeps us from it, and what can help usto it. So we shall fedl its claims, and
be compelled to acknowledge that there can be no true allegiance to our King without simply and heartily
accepting this one, too, of His commands. So we shall gaze on its blessedness, until desire be inflamed, and the
will with all its energies be roused claim and possess the unspeakabl e blessing.

Come, my brethren, and let us day by day set ourselves at His feet, and meditate on thisword of His, with an eye
fixed on Him alone. Let us set ourselves quiet trust before Him, waiting to hear His holy voice-the still small
voice that is mightier than the storm that rends the rocks-breathing its quickening spirit within us, as He speaks:
"Abide in me." The soul that truly hears Jesus Himself speak the word, receives with the word the power to
accept and to hold the blessing He offers.

And it may please Thee, blessed Saviour, indeed, to speak to us; let each of us hear Thy blessed voice. May the
feeling of our deep need, and the faith of Thy wondrous love, combined with the sight of the wonderfully blessed
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life Thou art waiting to bestow upon us, constrain us to listen and to obey, as often as Thou speakest: "Abidein
me." Let day by day the answer from our heart be clearer and fuller: "Blessed Saviour, do abidein Thee. "
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 2
AND YOU SHALL FIND REST TO YOUR SOULS

"Come unto me, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; and ye shall find rest to your
souls-MATT.11:28-29

REST for the soul: Such was the first promise with which the Saviour sought to win the heavy-laden sinner.
Simple though it appears, the promiseis indeed as large and comprehensive as can be found. Rest for the soul-
doesit not imply deliverance from every fear, the supply of every want, the fulfilment of every desire? And now
nothing less than thisis the prize with which the Saviour woos back the wandering one-who is mourning that the
rest has notbeen so abiding or so full as it had hoped-to come back and abide in Him. Nothing but this was the
reason that the rest has either not been found, or, if found, has been disturbed or lost again: you did not abide
with, you did not abide in Him.

Have you ever noticed how, in the original invitation of the Saviour to come to Him, the promise of rest was
repeated twice, with such avariation in the conditions as might have suggested that abiding rest could only be
found in abiding nearness. First the Saviour says, "Come unto me, and | will give you rest"; the very moment you
come, and believe, | will give you rest-the rest of pardon and acceptance-the rest in my love. But we know that all
that God bestows needs time to become fully our own; it must be held fast, and appropriated, and assimilated into
our inmost being; without this not even Christ's giving can make it our very own, in full experience and
enjoyment. And so the Saviour repeats His promise, in words which clearly speak not so much of theinitial rest
with which He welcomes the weary one who comes, but of the deegper and personally appropriated rest of the soul
that abides with Him. He now not only says, "Come unto me," but "Take my yoke upon you and learn of me";
become my scholars, yield ourselves to my training, submit in al thingsto my will, let your whole life be one
with mine-in other words, Abide in me. And then He adds, not only, "I will give," but "ye shall find rest to your
souls." Therest He gave at coming will become something you have really found and made your very own-the
deeper the abiding rest which comes from longer acquaintance and closer fellowship, from entire surrender and
deeper sympathy. "Take my yoke, and learn of me," "Abide in me"-thisis the path to abiding rest.

Do not these words of the Saviour discover what you have perhaps often sought in vain to know, how it is that the
rest you at times enjoy is so often lost. It must have been this: you had not understood how entire surrender to
Jesus is the secret of perfect rest. Giving up one's whole life to Him, for Him alone to rule and order it; taking up
His yoke, and submitting to be led and taught, to learn of Him; abiding in Him, to be and do only what He wills-
these are the conditions of discipleship without which there can be no thought of maintaining the rest that was
bestowed on first coming to Christ. Therest isin Christ, and not something He gives apart from Himself, and so it
isonly in having Him that the rest can really be kept and enjoyed.

It is because so many ayoung believer failsto lay hold of this truth that the rest so speedily passes away. With
some it isthat they really did not know; they were never taught how Jesus claims the undivided allegiance of the
whole heart and life; how there is not a spot in the whole of life over which He does not wish to reign; how in the
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very least things His disciples must only seek to please Him. They did not know how entire the consecration was
that Jesus claimed. With others, who had some idea of what a very holy life a Christian ought to lead, the mistake
was a different one: they could not believe such alife to be a possible attainment. Taking, and bearing, and never
for amoment laying aside the yoke of Jesus, appeared to them to require such a strain of effort, and such an
amount of goodness, as to be atogether beyond their reach. The very idea of always, al the day, abiding in Jesus,
was too highsomething they might attain to after alife of holiness and growth, but certainly not what afeeble
beginner was to start with. They did not know how, when Jesus said, "My yoke is easy," He spoke the truth; how
just the yoke gives the rest, because the moment the soul yieldsitself to obey, the Lord Himself gives the strength
and joy to doit. They did not notice how, when He said, "Learn of me," He added, "I am meek and lowly in
heart,” to assure them that His gentleness would meet their every need, and bear them as a mother bears her feeble
child. Oh, they did not know that when He said, "Abide in me," He only asked the surrender to Himself, His
amighty love would hold them fast, and keep and bless them. And so, as some had erred from the want of full
consecration, so these failed because they did not fully trust. These two, consecration and faith, are the essential
elements of the Christian life-the giving up al to Jesus, the receiving all from Jesus. They areimplied in each
other; they are united in the one word-surrender. A full surrender isto obey aswell asto trust, to trust as well as
to obey.

With such misunderstanding at the outset, it isno wonder that the disciple life was not one of such joy or strength
as had been hoped. In some things you were led into sin without knowing it, because you had not learned how
wholly Jesus wanted to rule you, and how you could not keep right for a moment unless you had Him very near
you. In other things you knew what sin was, but had not the power to conquer, because you did not know or
believe how entirely Jesus would take charge of you to keep and to help you. Either way, it was not long before
the bright joy of your first love was lost, and your path, instead of being like the path of the just, shining more and
more unto the perfect day, became like Isragl's wandering in the desert ever on the way, never very far, and yet
always coming short of the promised rest. Weary soul, since so many years driven to and fro like the panting hart,
O come and learn this day the lesson that there is a spot where safety and victory, where peace and rest, are
always sure, and that that spot is aways open to thee-the heart of Jesus.

But, alas! | hear someone say, it isjust this abiding in Jesus, always bearing His yoke, to learn of Him, that is so
difficult, and the very effort to attain to this often disturbs the rest even more than sin or the world. What a
mistake to speak thus, and yet how often the words are heard! Does it weary the traveller to rest in the house or on
the bed where he seeks repose from his fatigue? Or isit alabour to alittle child to rest in its mother'sarms? Is it
not the house that keeps the traveller within its shelter? do not the arms of the mother sustain and keep the little
one? And so it iswith Jesus. The soul has but to yield itself to Him, to be still and rest in the confidence that His
love has undertaken, and that His faithfulness will perform, the work of keeping it safe in the shelter of His
bosom. Oh, it is because the blessing is so great that our little hearts cannot rise to apprehend it; it isasif we
cannot believe that Christ, the Almighty One, will in very deed teach and keep us all the day. And yet thisisjust
what He has promised, for without this He cannot really give usrest. It isas our heart takes in this truth that,

when He says, "Abide in me," "Learn of me," Hereally meansit, and that it is His own work to keep us abiding
when we yield ourselves to Him, that we shall venture to cast ourselves into the arms of His love, and abandon
ourselves to His blessed keeping. It is not the yoke, but resistance to the yoke, that makes the difficulty; the whole-
hearted surrender to Jesus, as at once our Master and our Keeper, finds and secures the rest.

Come, my brother, and let us this very day commence to accept the word of Jesusin all simplicity. It isadistinct
command this: "Take my yoke, and learn of me, " "Abidein me. " A command has to be obeyed. The obedient
scholar asks no questions about possibilities or results; he accepts every order in the confidence that his teacher
has provided for al that is needed. The power and the perseverance to abide in the rest, and the blessing in
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abiding-it belongs to the Saviour to see to this; 'tis mine to obey, 'tis Histo provide. Let us this day in immediate
obedience accept the command, and answer boldly, "Saviour, | abidein Thee. At Thy bidding | take Thy yoke; |
undertake the duty without delay; | abidein Thee." Let each consciousness of failure only give new urgency to
the command, and teach usto listen more earnestly than ever till the Spirit again give us to hear the voice of Jesus
saying, with alove and authority that inspire both hope and obedience, "Child, abide in me." That word, listened
to as coming from Himself, will be an end of all doubting-a divine promise of what shall surely be granted. And
with ever-increasing simplicity its meaning will be interpreted. Abiding in Jesus is nothing but the giving up of
oneself to be ruled and taught and led, and so resting in the arms of Everlasting Love.

Blessed rest! the fruit and the foretaste and the fellowship of God's own rest! found of them who thus come to
Jesusto abide in Him. It is the peace of God, the great calm of the eternal world, that passeth all understanding,
and that keeps the heart and mind. With this grace secured, we have strength for every duty, courage for every
struggle, ablessing in every cross, and the joy of life eternal in death itself.

O my Saviour! if ever my heart should doubt or fear again, as if the blessing were too great to expect, or too high

to attain, let me hear Thy voice to quicken my faith and obedience: "Abide in me"; "Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; ye shall find rest to your souls."
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 3
TRUSTING HIM TO KEEP YOU

"| follow after, if that | may apprehend that for which | also am apprehended of Christ Jesus. "-PHIL.3:12

MORE than one admitsthat it is a sacred duty and a blessed privilege to abide in Christ, but shrinks back
continually before the question: Is it possible, alife of unbroken fellowship with theSaviour? Eminent Christians,
to whom specia opportunities of cultivating this grace have been granted, may attain to it; for the large majority
of disciples, whose life, by a divine appointment, is so fully occupied with the affairs of thislife, it can scarce be
expected. The more they hear of thislife, the deeper their sense of its glory and blessedness, and there is nothing
they would not sacrifice to be made partakers of it. But they are too weak, too unfaithful-they never can attain to
it.

Dear souls! how little they know that the abiding in Christ is just meant for the weak, and so beautifully suited to
their feebleness. It is not the doing of some great thing, and does not demand that we first lead a very holy and
devoted life. No, it is simply weakness entrusting itself to a Mighty One to be kept-the unfaithful one casting self
on One who is atogether trustworthy and true. Abiding in Him is not awork that we have to do as the condition
for enjoying His salvation, but a consenting to let Him do all for us, and in us, and through us. It isawork He
does for usthe fruit and the power of His redeeming love. Our part is simply to yield, to trust, and to wait for what
He has engaged to perform.

It isthis quiet expectation and confidence, resting on the word of Christ that in Him there is an abiding place
prepared, which is so sadly wanting among Christians. They scarce take the time or the trouble to realize that
when He says "Abide IN ME," He offers Himself, the Keeper of Israel that sSlumbers not nor sleeps, with al His
power and love, as the living home of the soul, where the mighty influences of His grace will be stronger to keep
than all their feebleness to lead astray. The idea they have of grace is thisthat their conversion and pardon are
God's work, but that now, in gratitude to God, it istheir work to live as Christians, and follow Jesus. Thereis
always the thought of awork that has to be done, and even though they pray for help, still the work istheirs. They
fail continually, and become hopeless; and the despondency only increases the hel plessness. No, wandering one;
as it was Jesus who drew you when He spake "Come," so it is Jesus who keeps you when He says"Abide." The
grace to come and the grace to abide are alike from Him alone. That word Come, heard, meditated on, accepted,
was the cord of love that drew you nigh; that word Abide is even so the band with which He holds you fast and
binds you to Himself. Let the soul but take time to listen to the voice of Jesus. "In me," He says, "is thy place-in
my amighty arms. It is| who love thee so, who speak Abide in me; surely thou canst trust me." The voice of
Jesus entering and dwelling in the soul cannot but call for the response: "Y es, Saviour, in Thee | can, | will abide."

Abidein me: These words are no law of Moses, demanding from the sinful what they cannot perform. They are
the command of love, which is ever only apromise in adifferent shape. Think of this until all feeling of burden
and fear and despair pass away, and the first thought that comes as you hear of abiding in Jesus be one of bright
and joyous hope: it isfor me, | know | shall enjoy it. You are not under the law, with its inexorable Do, but under
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grace, with its blessed Believe what Christ will do for you. And if the question be asked, "But surely thereis
something for usto do?' the answer is, "Our doing and working are but the fruit of Christ'swork in us.” It iswhen
the soul becomes utterly passive, looking and resting on what Christ isto do, that its energies are stirred to their
highest activity, and that we work most effectually because we know that He worksin us. It is as we seein that
word IN ME the mighty energies of love reaching out after us to have us and to hold us, that all the strength of
our will isroused to abidein Him.

This connection between Christ's work and our work is beautifully expressed in the words of Paul: "l follow after,
if that 1 may apprehend that whereunto | also am apprehended of Christ Jesus." It was because he knew that the
mighty and the faithful One had grasped him with the glorious purpose of making him one with Himself, that he
did his utmost to grasp the glorious prize. The faith, the experience, the full assurance, "Christ hath apprehended
me," gave him the courage and the strength to press on and apprehend that whereunto he was apprehended. Each
new insight of the great end for which Christ had apprehended and was holding him, roused him afresh to aim at
nothing less.

Paul's expression, and its application to the Christian life, can be best understood if we think of afather helping
his child to mount the side of some steep precipice. The father stands above, and has taken the son by the hand to
help him on. He points him to the spot on which he will help him to plant his feet, as he leaps upward. The leap
would be too high and dangerous for the child alone; but the father's hand is his trust, and he leaps to get hold of
the point for which his father has taken hold of him. It isthe father's strength that secures him and lifts him up,
and so urges him to use his utmost strength.

Such is the relation between Christ and you, O weak and trembling believer! Fix first your eyes on the whereunto
for which He has apprehended you. It is nothing less than alife of abiding, unbroken fellowship with Himself to
which Heis seeking to lift you up. All that you have already received-pardon and peace, the Spirit and His grace-
are but preliminary to this. And al that you see promised to you in the futureholiness and fruitfulness and glory
everlasting-are but its natural outcome. Union with Himself, and so with the Father, is His highest object. Fix
your eye on this, and gaze until it stand out before you clear and unmistakeable: Christ's aim isto have me
abiding in Him.

And then let the second thought enter your heart: Unto this 1 am apprehended of Christ. His amighty power hath
laid hold on me, and offers now to lift me up to where He would have me. Fix your eyes on Christ. Gaze on the
love that beams in those eyes, and that asks whether you cannot trust Him, who sought and found and brought
you nigh, now to keep you. Gaze on that arm of power, and say whether you have reason to be assured that He is
indeed able to keep you abiding in Him.

And as you think of the spot whither He pointsthe blessed whereunto for which He apprehended youand keep
your gaze fixed on Himself, holding you and waiting to lift you up, O say, could you not this very day take the
upward step, and rise to enter upon this blessed life of abiding in Christ? Y es, begin at once, and say, "O my
Jesus, if Thou biddest me, and if Thou engagest to lift and keep me there, | will venture. Trembling, but trusting, |
will say: Jesus, | do abidein Thee. "

My beloved fellow-believer, go, and take time alone with Jesus, and say thisto Him. | dare not speak to you about
abiding in Him for the mere sake of calling forth a pleasing religious sentiment. God's truth must at once be acted
on. O yield yourself this very day to the blessed Saviour in the surrender of the one thing He asks of you: give up
yourself to abide in Him. He Himself will work it in you. Y ou can trust Him to keep you trusting and abiding.

file:/l/G)/Andrew%20M urray/Old%20Books/abide/Abide_03.htm (2 of 3)6/2/2007 7:30:34 PM



Abidein Christ - Chapter 3

And if ever doubts again arise, or the bitter experience of failure tempt you to despair, just remember where Paul
found His strength: "I am apprehended of Jesus Christ." In that assurance you have a fountain of strength. From
that you can look up to the whereunto on which He has set His heart, and set yours there too. From that you
gather confidence that the good work He bath begun He will al'so perform. And in that conndence you will gather
courage, day by day, afreshto say, " "I follow on, that | may also apprehend that for which | am apprehended of
Christ Jesus.' It is because Jesus has taken hold of me, and because Jesus keeps me, that | dare to say: Saviour, |
abidein Thee. "
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 4
AS THE BRANCH IN THE VINE

"| am the vine, ye are the branches."-JOHN 15:5

It was in connection with the parable of the Vine that our Lord first used the expression, "Abide in me." That
parable, so simple, and yet so rich in its teaching, gives us the best and most complete illustration of the meaning
of our Lord's command, and the union to which He invites us.

The parable teaches us the nature of that union. The connection between the vine and the branch is aliving one.
No external, temporary union will suffice; no work of man can effect it: the branch, whether an original or an
engrafted one, is such only by the Creator's own work, in virtue of which the life, the sap, the fatness, and the
fruitfulness of the vine communicate themselves to the branch. And just so it is with the believer too. His union
with his Lord is no work of human wisdom or human will, but an act of God, by which the closest and most
complete life-union is effected between the Son of God and the sinner. "God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts." The same Spirit which dwelt and still dwellsin the Son, becomes the life of the believer; in the
unity of that one Spirit, and the fellowship of the samelife which isin Christ, he is one with Him. As between the
vine and branch, it isalife-union that makes them one.

The parable teaches us the completeness of the union. So close is the union between the vine and the branch, that
each is nothing without the other, that each is wholly and only for the other.

Without the vine the branch can do nothing. To the vine it owesitsright of place in the vineyard, itslife and its
fruitfulness. And so the Lord says, "Without me ye can do nothing." The believer can each day be pleasing to God
only in that which he does through the power of Christ dwelling in him. The daily inflowing of the life-sap of the
Holy Spirit is his only power to bring forth fruit. He lives alone in Him and is for each moment dependent on Him
alone.

Without the branch the vine can aso do nothing. A vine without branches can bear no fruit. No less indispensable
than the vine to the branch, is the branch to the vine. Such is the wonderful condescension of the grace of Jesus,
that just as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself dependent on them. Without His disciples He
cannot dispense His blessing to the world; He cannot offer sinners the grapes of the heavenly Canaan. Marvel not!
It is His own appointment; and this is the high honour to which He has called His redeemed ones, that as
indispensable as He is to them in heaven, that from Him their fruit may be found, so indispensable are they to
Him on earth, that through them His fruit may be found. Believers, meditate on this, until your soul bows to
worship in presence of the mystery of the perfect union between Christ and the believer.

Thereis more: as neither vine nor branch is anything without the other, so is neither anything except for the other.

All the vine possesses belongs to the branches. The vine does not gather from the soil its fatness and its sweetness
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for itself-all it hasis at the disposal of the branches. Asit isthe parent, so it is the servant of the branches. And
Jesus, to whom we owe our life, how completely does He give Himself for us and to us: "The glory Thou gavest
me, | have given them"; "He that believeth in me, the works that | do shall he do also; and greater works shall he
do." All Hisfullness and al Hisriches are for thee, O believer; for the vine does not live for itself, keeps nothing
for itself, but exists only for the branches. All that Jesusisin heaven, Heisfor us: He has no interest there
separate from ours; as our representative He stands before the Father.

And al the branch possesses belongs to the vine. The branch does not exist for itself, but to bear fruit that can
proclaim the excellence of the vine: it has no reason of existence except to be of service to the vine. Glorious
image of the calling of the believer, and the entireness of his consecration to the service of his Lord. As Jesus
gives Himself so wholly over to him, he feels himself urged to be wholly his Lord's. Every power of his being,
every moment of hislife, every thought and feeling, belong to Jesus, that from Him and for Him he may bring
forth fruit. As he realizes what the vine is to the branch, and what the branch is meant to be to the vine, he feels
that he has but one thing to think of and to live for, and that is, the will, the glory, the work, the kingdom of his
blessed L ord-the bringing forth of fruit to the glory of His name.

The parable teaches us the object of the union. The branches are for fruit and fruit alone. "Every branch that
beareth not fruit He taketh away." The branch needs |eaves for the maintenance of its own life, and the perfection
of itsfruit: the fruit itself it bears to give away to those around. As the believer entersinto his calling as a branch,
he sees that he hasto forget himself, and to live entirely for his fellowmen. To love them, to seek for them, and to
save them, Jesus came: for this every branch on the Vine has to live as much asthe Vine itself. It isfor fruit,
much fruit, that the Father has made us one with Jesus.

Wondrous parable of the Vine-unveiling the mysteries of the Divine love, of the heavenly life, of the world of
Spirit-how little have | understood thee! Jesus the living Vine in heaven, and | the living branch on earth! How-
little have | understood how great my need, but also how perfect my claim, to all Hisfullness! How little
understood, how great His need, but also how perfect His claim, to my emptiness! Let me, in its beautiful light,
study the wondrous union between Jesus and His people, until it becomes to me the guide into full communion
with my beloved Lord. Let me listen and believe, until my whole being cries out, "Jesus is indeed to me the True
Vine, bearing me, nourishing me, supplying me, using me, and filling me to the full to make me bring forth fruit
abundantly." Then shall | not fear to say, "l am indeed a branch to Jesus, the True Vine, abiding in Him, resting
on Him, waiting for Him, serving Him, and living only that through me, too, He may show forth the riches of His
grace, and give Hisfruit to a perishing world."

It iswhen we try thus to understand the meaning of the parable, that the blessed command spoken in connection
with it will come home to usin its true power. The thought of what the vine is to the branch, and Jesus to the
believer, will give new force to the words, "Abide in me!" It will be asif He says, "Think, soul, how completely |
belong to thee. | have joined myself inseparably to thee; all the fulness and fatness of the Vine are thine in very
deed. Now thou once art in me, be assured that all | have iswholly thine. It is my interest and my honour to have
thee afruitful branch; only Abidein me. Thou art weak, but | am strong; thou art poor, but | am rich. Only abide
in me; yield thyself wholly to my teaching and rule; simply trust my love, my grace, my promises. Only believe; |
am wholly thine; | am the Vine, thou art the branch. Abide in me.

What sayest thou, 0 my soul? Shall | longer hesitate, or withhold consent? Or shall | not, instead of only thinking
how hard and how difficult it isto live like a branch of the True Vine, because | thought of it as something | had
to accomplish-shall | not now begin to look upon it as the most blessed and joyful thing under heaven? Shall | not
believe that, now | once am in Him, He Himself will keep me and enable me to abide? On my part, abiding is
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nothing but the acceptance of my position, the consent to be kept there, the surrender of faith to the strong Vine
still to hold the feeble branch. Yes, | will, | do abide in Thee, blessed Lord Jesus.

O Saviour, how unspeakable is Thy love! "Such knowledge is too wonderful for me: it is high, | cannot attain
unto it." I can only yield myself to Thy love with the prayer that, day by day, Thou wouldest unfold to me
somewhat of its precious mysteries, and so encourage and strengthen Thy loving disciple to do what his heart
longs to do indeed-ever, only, wholly to abide in Thee.
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 5
AS YOU CAME TO HIM, BY FAITH

"Asye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him: rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the
faith, abounding therein. "CoL .2:6-7

N THESE words the apostle teaches us the weighty lesson, that it is not only by faith that we first come to Christ
and are united to Him, but that it is by faith that we are to be rooted and established in our union with Christ. Not
less essential than for the commencement, is faith for the progress of the spiritual life. Abiding in Jesus can only

be by faith.

There are earnest Christians who do not understand this; or, if they admit it in theory, they fail to redlize its
application in practice. They are very zealous for afree gospel, with our first acceptance of Christ, and
justification by faith alone. But after this they think everything depends on our diligence and faithfulness. While
they firmly grasp the truth, "The sinner shall be justified by faith," they have hardly found a place in their scheme
for the larger truth, "The just shall live by faith." They have never understood what a perfect Saviour Jesusis, and
how He will each day do for the sinner just as much as He did the first day when he came to Him. They know not
that the life of graceisaways and only alife of faith, and that in the relationship to Jesus the one daily and
unceasing duty of the disciple is to believe, because believing is the one channel through which divine grace and
strength flow out into the heart of man. The old nature of the believer remains evil and sinful to the last; it is only
as he daily comes, all empty and helpless, to his Saviour to receive of His life and strength, that he can bring forth
the fruits of righteousness to the glory of God. Thereforeit is: "Asye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk ye in Him: rooted in Him, and stablished in the faith, abounding therein." Asyou came to Jesus, so abidein
Him, by faith.

And if you would know how faith is to be exercised in thus abiding in Jesus, to be rooted more deeply and firmly
in Him, you have only to look back to the time when first you received Him. Y ou remember well what obstacles
at that time there appeared to be in the way of your believing. There was first your vileness and guilt: it appeared
impossible that the promise of pardon and love could be for such a sinner. Then there was the sense of weakness
and death: you felt not the power for the surrender and the trust to which you were called. And then there was the
future: you dared not undertake to be adisciple of Jesus while you felt so sure that you could not remain standing,
but would speedily again be unfaithful and fall. These difficulties were like mountains in your way. And how
were they removed? Simply by the word of God. That word, as it were, compelled you to believe that,
notwithstanding guilt in the past, and weakness in the present, and unfaithfulnessin the future, the promise was
sure that Jesus would accept and save you. On that word you ventured to come, and were not deceived: you found
that Jesus did indeed accept and save.

Apply this, your experience in coming to Jesus, to the abiding in Him. Now, as then, the temptations to keep you
from believing are many. When you think of your sins since you became a disciple, your heart is cast down with
shame, and it looks asiif it were too much to expect that Jesus should indeed receive you into perfect intimacy and
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the full enjoyment of His holy love. When you think how utterly, in times past, you have failed in keeping the
most sacred vows, the consciousness of present weakness makes you tremble at the very idea of answering the
Saviour's command with the promise, "Lord, from henceforth | will abide in Thee. " And when you set before
yourself the life of love and joy, of holiness and fruitfulness, which in the future are to flow from abiding in Him,
itisasif it only servesto make you still more hopeless: you, at least, can never attain to it. Y ou know yourself too
well. It is no use expecting it, only to be disappointed; alife fully and wholly abiding in Jesusis not for you.

Oh that you would learn alesson from the time of your first coming to the Saviour! Remember, dear soul, how
you then were led, contrary to all that your experience, and your feelings, and even your sober judgment said, to
take Jesus at His word, and how you were not disappointed. He did receive you, and pardon you; He did love you,
and save you-you know it. And if He did this for you when you were an enemy and a stranger, what think you,
now that you are His own, will He not much more fulfil His promise? Oh that you would come and begin ssmply
to listen to Hisword, and to ask only the one question: Does He really mean that | should abide in Him? The
answer Hisword givesis so simple and so sure: By His almighty grace you now are in Him; that same almighty
grace will indeed enable you to abide in Him. By faith you became partakers of theinitial grace; by that same
faith you can enjoy the continuous grace of abiding in Him.

And if you ask what exactly it is that you now have to believe that you may abide in Him, the answer is not
difficult. Believefirst of all what He says: "l am the Vine." The safety and the fruitfulness of the branch depend
upon the strength of the vine. Think not so much of yourself as a branch, nor of the abiding as your duty, until
you have first had your soul filled with the faith of what Christ asthe Vineis. Hereally will beto you all that a
vine can be-holding you fast, nourishing you, and making Himself every moment responsible for your growth and
your fruit. Take time to know, set yourself heartily to believe: My Vine, on whom | can depend for all | need, is
Christ. A large, strong vine bears the feeble branch, and holds it more than the branch holds the vine. Ask the
Father by the Holy Ghost to reveal to you what a glorious, loving, mighty Christ thisis, in whom you have your
place and your life; it isthe faith in what Christ is, more than anything else, that will keep you abiding in Him. A
soul filled with large thoughts of the Vine will be a strong branch, and will abide confidently in Him. Be much
occupied with Jesus, and believe much in Him, asthe True Vine.

And then, when Faith can well say, "Heismy Vine" let it further say, "I am Hisbranch, | am in Him." | speak to
those who say they are Christ's disciples, and on them | cannot too earnestly press the importance of exercising
their faith in saying, "I amin Him." It makes the abiding so simple. If | realize clearly as| meditate: Now | am in
Him, | see at once that there is nothing wanting but just my consent to be what He has made me, to remain where
He has placed me. 1 am in Christ: This simple thought, carefully, prayerfully, believingly uttered, removes all
difficulty asif there were some great attainment to be reached. No, 1 am in Christ, my blessed Saviour. Hislove
has prepared a home for me with Himself, when He says, "Abide in my love"; and His power has undertaken to
keep the door, and to keep mein, if | will but consent. 1 am in Christ: | have now but to say, "Saviour, | bless
Thee for thiswondrous grace. | consent; | yield myself to Thy gracious keeping; | do abide in Thee."

It is astonishing how such afaith will work out al that is further implied in abiding in Christ. Thereisin the
Christian life great need of watchfulness and of prayer, of selfdenial and of striving, of obedience and of
diligence. But "all things are possible to him that believeth." "Thisisthe victory that overcometh, even our faith."
It isthe faith that continually closesits eyes to the weakness of the creature, and finds its joy in the sufficiency of
an Almighty Saviour, that makes the soul strong and glad. It givesitself up to be led by the Holy Spirit into an
ever deeper appreciation of that wonderful Saviour whom God bath given us-the Infinite Immanuel. It follows the
leading of the Spirit from page to page of the blessed Word, with the one desire to take each revelation of what
Jesus is and what He promises as its nourishment and itslife. In accordance with the promise, "if that which ye
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have heard from the beginning abide in you, ye shall also abide in the Father and the Son," it lives by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. And so it makes the soul strong with the strength of God, to be and to do
all that is needed for abiding in Christ.

Believer, you would abide in Christ: only believe. Believe always; believe now. Bow even now before your Lord,
and say to Him in childlike faith, that because He is your Vine, and you are His branch, you will this day abide in
Him.

NOTE

" °| am the True Vine.' He who offers us the privilege of an actual union with Himself isthe great | AM, the
amighty God, who upholds all things by the word of His power. And this almighty God reveals Himself as our
perfect Saviour, even to the unimaginable extent of seeking to renew our fallen natures by grafting them into His
own Divine nature.

"To realize the glorious Deity of Him whose call sounds forth to longing hearts with such exceeding sweetness, is
no small step towards gaining the full privilege to which we are invited. But longing is by itself of no use; till
less can there be any profit in reading of the blessed results to be gained from a close and personal union with our
Lord, if we believe that union to be practically beyond our reach. His words are meant to be aliving, an eternal,
precious reality. And this they can never become unless we are sure that we may reasonably expect their
accomplishment. But what could make the accomplishment of such an idea possible -what could make it
reasonabl e to suppose that we poor, weak, selfish creatures, full of sin and full of failures, might be saved out of
the corruption of our nature and made partakers of the holiness of our Lord -except the fact, the marvellous,
unalterable fact, that He who proposes to us so great atransformation is Himself the everlasting God, as able as
Heiswilling to fulfil His own word. In meditating, therefore, upon these utterances of Christ, containing as they
do the very essence of Histeaching, the very concentration of Hislove, let us, at the outset, put away all tendency
to doubt. Let us not allow ourselves so much as to question whether such erring disciples as we are can be
enabled to attain the holiness to which we are called through a close and intimate union with our Lord. If there be
any impossibility, any falling short of the proposed blessedness, it will arise from the lack of earnest desire on our
part. Thereisno lack in any respect on His part who puts forth the invitation; with GOD there can be no
shortcoming in the fulfilment of His promise."The Life of Fellowship; Meditations on John 15:1,11 by A. M.
James.

It is perhaps necessary to say, for the sake of young or doubting Christians, that there is something more
necessary than the effort to exercise faith in each separate promise that is brought under our notice. What is of
even greater importance is the cultivation of atrustful disposition towards God, the habit of always thinking of
Him, of Hisways and His works, with bright confiding hopefulness. In such soil alone can the individual
promises strike root and grow up. In alittle work published by the Tract Society, Encouragements to Faith, by
James Kimball, there will be found many most suggestive and helpful thoughts, all pleading for the right God has
to claim that He shall be trusted. The Christian's Secret of aHappy Life is another little work that has been a great
help to many. Its bright and buoyant tone, its loving and unceasing repetition of the keynote-we may indeed
depend on Jesus to do all He has said, and more than we can think -has breathed hope and joy into many a heart
that was almost ready to despair of ever getting on. In Frances Havergal's Kept, for the Master's Use, there isthe
same healthful, hope-inspiring tone.
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 6
GOD HIMSELF HAS UNITED YOU TO HIM

"OF GOD ARE YE IN CHRIST JESUS, who was made unto us wisdom from God, both righteousness and
sanctification, and redemption."-1 COR.1:30 (R.V. marg.).

"My Father is the husbandman. "-JOHN 15:1

Yearein Christ Jesus." The believers at Corinth were still feeble and carnal, only babesin Christ. And yet Paul
wants them, at the outset of his teaching, to know distinctly that they are in Christ Jesus. The whole Christian life
depends on the clear consciousness of our position in Christ. Most essential to the abiding in Christ is the daily
renewal of our faith's assurance, "l amin Christ Jesus.” All fruitful preaching to believers must take this asits
startingpoint: "Yearein Christ Jesus."

But the apostle has an additional thought, of almost greater importance: "OE GOD are ye in Christ Jesus." He
would have us not only remember our union to Christ, but specially that it is not our own doing, but the work of
God Himself. Asthe Holy Spirit teaches usto realize this, we shall see what a source of assurance and strength it
must becometo us. If it isof God alonethat | am in Christ, then God Himself, the Infinite One, becomes my
security for al | can need or wish in seeking to abide in Christ.

Let me try to understand what it means, this wonderful *OF GOD in Christ." In becoming partakers of the union
with Chrigt, there isawork God does and awork we have to do. God does His work by moving usto do our
work. The work of God is hidden and silent; what we do is something distinct and tangible. Conversion and faith,
prayer and obedience, are conscious acts of which we can give a clear account; while the spiritual quickening and
strengthening that come from above are secret and beyond the reach of human sight. And so it comes that when
the believer triesto say, "I am in Christ Jesus,”" he looks more to the work he did, than to that wondrous secret
work of God by which he was united to Christ. Nor can it well be otherwise at the commencement of the
Christian course. "l know that | have believed,” isavalid testimony. But it is of great consequence that the mind
should be led to see that at the back of our turning, and believing, and accepting of Christ, there was God's
almighty power doing its work-inspiring our will, taking possession of us, and carrying out its own purpose of
love in planting us into Christ Jesus. Asthe believer entersinto this, the divine side of the work of salvation, he
will learn to praise and to worship with new exultation, and to rejoice more than ever in the divineness of that
salvation he has been made partaker of. At each step he reviews, the song will come, "Thisisthe Lord's

doing" Divine Omnipotence working out what Eternal Love had devised. "OF GOD | am in Christ Jesus."

The words will lead him even further and higher, even to the depths of eternity. "Whom He hath predestinated,
them He also called.” The calling in time is the manifestation of the purpose in eternity. Ere the world was, God
had fixed the eye of His sovereign love on you in the election of grace, and chosen you in Christ. That you know
yourself to bein Christ, is the steppingstone by which you rise to understand in its full meaning the word, "OF
GOD | amin Christ Jesus." With the prophet, your language will be, "The Lord hath appeared of old unto me:
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yea, | have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness have | drawn thee." And you will
recognise your own salvation as a part of that "mystery of Hiswill, according to the good pleasure of Hiswill
which He purposed in Himself," and join with the whole body of believersin Christ as these say, "In whom we
also have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things
after the counsel of His own will." Nothing will more exalt free grace, and make man bow very low before it, than
this knowledge of the mystery "OF GOD in Christ."

It is easy to see what a mighty influence it must exert on the believer who seeks to abide in Christ. What a sure
standing-ground it gives him, as he rests hisright to Christ and all His fulness on nothing less than the Father's
own purpose and work! We have thought of Christ asthe Vine, and the believer as the branch; let us not forget
that other precious word, "My Father is the husbandman.” The Saviour said, "Every plant which my heavenly
Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up"; but every branch grafted by Him in the True Vine, shall never be
plucked out of His hand. As it was the Father to whom Christ owed all He was, and in whom He had all His
strength and His life as the Vine, so to the Father the believer owes his place and his security in Christ. The same
love and delight with which the Father watched over the beloved Son Himself, watch over every member of His
body, every one who isin Christ Jesus.

What confident trust this faith inspires-not only as to the being kept in safety to the end, but specialy asto the
being able to fulfil in every point the object for which | have been united to Christ. The branch is as much in the
charge and keeping of the husbandman as the vine; his honour as much concerned in the wellbeing and growth of
the branch as of the vine. The God who chose Christ to be Vine fitted Him thoroughly for the work He had as
Vine to perform. The God who has chosen me and planted me in Christ, has thereby engaged to secure, if | will
but let Him, by yielding myself to Him, that | in every way be worthy of Jesus Christ. Oh that | did but fully
realize this! What confidence and urgency it would give to my prayer to the God and Father of Jesus Christ! How
it would quicken the sense of dependence, and make me see that praying without ceasing isindeed the one need
of my life-an unceasing waiting, moment by moment, on the God who has united me to Christ, to perfect His own
divine work, to work in me both to will and to do of His good pleasure.

And what a motive this would be far the highest activity in the maintenance of afruitful branch-life! Motives are
mighty powers; it is of infinite importance to have them high and clear. Here surely isthe highest: "Y ou are God's
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works': grafted by Him into Christ, unto the bringing forth of
much fruit. Whatever God creates is exquisitely suited to its end. He created the sun to give light: how perfectly it
does its work! He created the eye to see: how beautifully it fulfilsits object! He created the new man unto good
works. how admirably it isfitted for its purpose.

OF GOD | am in Christ: created anew, made a branch of the Vine, fitted for fruit-bearing. Would to God that
believers would cease looking most at their old nature, and complaining of their weakness, asif God called them
to what they were unfitted for! Would that they would believingly and joyfully accept the wondrous revel ation of
how God, in uniting them to Christ, has made Himself chargeable for their spiritual growth and fruitfulness! How
all sickly hesitancy and sloth would disappear, and under the influence of this mighty motive-the faith in the
faithfulness of Him of whom they are in Christ-their whole nature would rise to accept and fulfil their glorious
destiny!

O my soul! yield yourself to the mighty influence of thisword: "OF GOD ye arein Christ Jesus." It is the same
GOD of WHOM Christ is made all that He is for us, of WHOM we also arein Christ, and will most surely be
made what we must be to Him. Take time to meditate and to worship, until the light that comes from the throne of
God has shone into you, and you have seen your union to Christ as indeed the work of His amighty Father. Take
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time, day after day, and let, in your whole religious life, with al it has of claims and duties, of needs and wishes,
God be everything. See Jesus, as He speaks to you, "Abide in me," pointing upward and saying, "My FATHER IS
THE HUSBANDMAN Of Him you are in me, through Him you abide in me, and to Him and to His glory shall
be the fruit you bear." And let your answer be, Amen, Lord! So be it. From eternity Christ and | were ordained for

each other; inseparably we belong to each other: it is God's will; | shall abidein Christ. It isof God | am in Christ
Jesus.
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 7
AS YOUR WISDOM

"Of God are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us WISDOM from God, both righteousness and
sanctification, and redemption."-1 COR.1:30 (R.V. marg.).

JESUS CHRIST isnot only Priest to purchase, and King to secure, but also Prophet to reveal to us the salvation
which God bath prepared for them that love Him. Just as at the creation the light was first called into existence,
that in it all God's other works might have their life and beauty, so in our text wisdom is mentioned first as the
treasury in which are to be found the three precious gifts that follow. The lifeisthe light of man; itisin revealing
to us, and making us behold the glory of God in His own face, that Christ makes us partakers of eternal life. It
was by the tree of knowledge that sin came; it is through the knowledge that Christ gives that salvation comes. He
is made of God unto us wisdom. In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

And of God you are in Him, and have but to abide in Him, to be made partaker of these treasures of wisdom. In
Him you are, and in Him the wisdom is; dwelling in Him, you dwell in the very fountain of all light; abiding in
Him, you have Christ the wisdom of God leading your whole spiritual life, and ready to communicate, in the form
of knowledge, just as much asis needful for you to know. Christ is made unto us wisdom: you are in Christ.

It is this connection between what Christ has been made of God to us, and how we haveit only as also being in
Him, that we must learn to understand better. We shall thus see that the blessings prepared for usin Christ cannot
be obtained as special gifts in answer to prayer apart from the abiding in Him. The answer to each prayer must
come in the closer union and the deeper abiding in Him; in Him, the unspeakable gift, all other gifts are treasured
up, the gift of wisdom and knowledge too.

How often have you longed for wisdom and spiritual understanding that you might know God better, whom to
know islife eternal! Abidein Jesus: your lifein Him will lead you to that fellowship with God in which the only
true knowledge of God isto be had. His love, His power, His infinite glory will, as you abide in Jesus, be so
revealed as it hath not entered into the heart of man to conceive. Y ou may not be able to grasp it with the
understanding, or to expressit in words; but the knowledge which is deeper than thoughts or words will be given-
the knowing of God which comes of being known of Him. "We preach Christ crucified unto them which are
called, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God."

Or you would fain count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ your Lord. Abide
in Jesus, and be found in Him. Y ou shall know Him in the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings. Following Him, you shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life. It is only when God shines
into the heart, and Christ Jesus dwells there, that the light of the knowledge of God in the face of Christ can be
Seen.

Or would you understand his blessed work, as He wrought it on earth, or works it from heaven by His Spirit?
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Would you know how Christ can become our righteousness, and our sanctification, and redemption? It isjust as
bringing, and revealing, and communicating these that He is made unto us wisdom from God. There are a
thousand questions that at times come up, and the attempt to answer them becomes a weariness and a burden. Itis
because you have forgotten you are in Christ, whom God has made to be your wisdom. Let it be your first careto
abidein Him in undivided fervent devotion of heart; when the heart and the life are right, rooted in Christ,
knowledge will come in such measure as Christ's own wisdom sees meet. And without such abiding in Christ the
knowledge does not really profit, but is often most hurtful. The soul satisfiesitself with thoughts which are but the
forms and images of truth, without receiving the truth itself in its power. God's way is ever first to give us, even
though it be but as a seed, the thing itself, the life and the power, and then the knowledge. Man seeks the
knowledge first, and often, alas! never gets beyond it. God gives us Christ, and in Him hid the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge. O let us be content to possess Christ, to dwell in Him, to make Him our life, and only in
a deeper searching into Him, to search and find the knowledge we desire. Such knowledge islife indeed.

Therefore, believer, abide in Jesus as your wisdom, and expect from Him most confidently whatever teaching you
may need for alifeto the glory of the Father. In all that concerns your spiritual life, abide in Jesus as your
wisdom. Thelife you have in Christ is athing of infinite sacredness, far too high and holy for you to know how to
act it out. It is He alone who can guide you, as by a secret spiritual instinct, to know what is becoming your
dignity as achild of God, what will help and what will hinder your inner life, and specially your abiding in Him.
Do not think of it asamystery or adifficulty you must solve. Whatever questions come up as to the possibility of
abiding perfectly and uninterruptedly in Him, and of really obtaining all the blessing that comes from it, always
remember: He knows, all is perfectly clear to Him, and He is my wisdom. Just as much as you need to know and
are capable of apprehending, will be communicated, if you only trust Him. Never think of the riches of wisdom
and knowledge hid in Jesus as treasures without a key, or of your way as a path without a light. Jesus your
wisdom is guiding you in the right way, even when you do not seeiit.

In al your intercourse with the blessed Word, remember the same truth: abide in Jesus, your wisdom. Study much
to know the written Word; but study more to know the living Word, in whom you are of God. Jesus, the wisdom
of God, isonly known by alife of implicit confidence and obedience. The words He speaks are spirit and life to
those who live in Him. Therefore, each time you read, or hear, or meditate upon the Word, be careful to take up
your true position. Realize first your oneness with Him who is the wisdom of God; know yourself to be under His
direct and special training; go to the Word abiding in Him, the very fountain of divine light-in His light you shall
seelight.

Inall your daily lifeits ways and its work, abide in Jesus as your wisdom. Y our body and your daily life sharein
the great salvation: in Christ, the wisdom of God, provision has been made for their guidance too. Y our body is
Histemple, your daily life the sphere for glorifying Him: it isto Him a matter of deep interest that all your earthly
concerns should be guided aright. Only trust His sympathy, believe His love, and wait for His guidance-it will be
given. Abiding in Him, the mind will be calmed and freed from passion, the judgment cleared and strengthened,
the light of heaven will shine on earthly things, and your prayer for wisdom, like Solomon's, will be fulfilled
above what you ask or think.

And so, especially in any work you do for God, abide in Jesus as your wisdom. "We are created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God bath before ordained that we should walk in them"; let all fear or doubt lest we
should not know exactly what these works are, be put far away. In Christ we are created for them: He will show
us what they are, and how to do them. Cultivate the habit of rejoicing in the assurance that the divine wisdom is
guiding you, even where you do not yet see the way.
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All that you can wish to know is perfectly clear to Him. As Man, as Mediator, He has access to the counsels of
Deity, to the secrets of Providence, in your interest, and on your behalf. If you will but trust Him fully, and abide
in Him entirely, you can be confident of having unerring guidance.

Y es, abide in Jesus as your wisdom. Seek to maintain the spirit of waiting and dependence, that always seeks to
learn, and will not move but as the heavenly light leads on. Withdraw yourself from all needless distraction, close
your earsto the voices of the world, and be as adocile learner, ever listening for the heavenly wisdom the Master
has to teach. Surrender all your own wisdom; seek a deep conviction of the utter blindness of the natural
understanding in the things of God; and both as to what you have to believe and have to do, wait for Jesusto
teach and to guide. Remember that the teaching and guidance come not from without: it is by Hislifein us that
the divine wisdom does His work. Retire frequently with Him into the inner chamber of the heart, where the
gentle voice of the Spirit isonly heard if all be still. Hold fast with unshaken confidence, even in the midst of
darkness and apparent desertion, His own assurance that He is the light and the leader of Hisown. And live,
above al, day by day in the blessed truth that, as He Himself, the living Christ Jesus, is your wisdom, your first
and last care must ever be this aone-to abide in Him. Abiding in Him, His wisdom will come to you asthe
spontaneous outflowing of alife rooted in Him. | am, | abide in Christ, who was made unto us wisdom from God;
wisdom will be given me.
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 8
AS YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS

"Of God are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, both RIGHTEOUSNESS and
sanctification, and redemption.”-1 Cor.1:30 (R.V. marg.).

THE first of the great blessings which Christ our wisdom reveals to us as prepared in Himself, is -righteousness.
It is not difficult to see why this must be first.

There can be no real prosperity or progressin a nation, a home, or a soul, unless there be peace. Asnot even a
machine can do its work unlessit be in rest,secured on a good foundation, quietness and assurance are
indispensable to our moral and spiritual wellbeing. Sin had disturbed all our relations; we were out ofharmony
with ourselves, with men, and with God. The first requirement of a salvation that should really bring blessedness
to us was peace. And peace can only come with right. Where everything is as God would have it, in God's order
and in harmony with Hiswill, there alone can peace reign. Jesus Christ came torestore peace on earth, and peace
in the soul, by restoring righteousness. Because He is Melchizedek, King of righteousness, He reigns as King of
Salem, King of peace (Heb.7:2). He so fulfils the promise the prophets held out: "A king shall reignin
righteousness. and the work of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness and
assurance forever" (1sa.32:1,17). Christ is made of God unto us righteousness; of God we are in Him as our
righteousness; we are made the righteousness of God in Him. Let us try to understand what this means.

When first the sinner isled to trust in Christ for salvation, he, as arule, looks more to His work than His person.

Ashelooks at the Cross, and Christ suffering there, the Righteous One for the unrighteous, he sees in that atoning
death the only but sufficient foundation for hisfaith in God's pardoning mercy. The substitution, and the curse-
bearing, and the atonement of Christ dying in the stead of sinners, are what give him peace. And as he
understands how the righteousness which Christ brings becomes his very own, and how, in the strength of that, he
is counted righteous before God, he feels that he has what he needs to restore him to God's favour: "Being
justified by faith, we have peace with God." He seeks to wear this robe of righteousness in the ever renewed faith
in the glorious gift of righteousness which has been bestowed upon him.

But as time goes on, and he seeks to grow in the Christian life, new needs arise. He wants to understand more
fully how it isthat God can thus justify the ungodly on the strength of the righteousness of another. He finds the
answer in the wonderful teaching of Scripture as to the true union of the believer with Christ as the second Adam.
He seesthat it is because Christ had made Himself one with His people, and they were one with Him; that it was
in perfect accordance with all law in the kingdom of nature and of heaven, that each member of the body should
have the full benefit of the doing and the suffering as of the life of the head. And so heisled to feel that it can
only bein fully realizing his personal union with Christ as the Head, that he can fully experience the power of His
righteousness to bring the soul into the full favour and fellowship of the Holy One. The work of Christ doesnot
become less precious, but the Person of Christ more so; the work leads up into the very heart, the lose and the life
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of the Godman.

And this experience sheds its light again upon Scripture. It leads him to notice, what he had scarce remarked
before, how distinctly the righteousness of God, as it becomes ours, is connected with the Person of the
Redeemer. "Thisis His name whereby HE shall be called, JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS." "IN
JEHOVAH have | righteousness and strength." "OF God is HE made unto us righteousness.” "That we might be
made the righteousness of God IN HIM." "That | may be found IN HIM, having the righteousness of God." He
sees how inseparable righteousness and life in Christ are from each other: " The righteousness of one comes upon
all unto justification of life." "They which receive the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ." And he understands what deep meaning there is in the key-word of the Epistle to the Romans:. "The
righteous shall live by faith." He is not now content with only thinking of the imputed righteousness as his robe;
but, putting on Jesus Christ, and seeking to be wrapped up in, to be clothed upon with Himself and Hisllife, he
feels how completely the righteousness of God is his, because the Lord our righteousnessis his. Before he
understood this, he too often felt it difficult to wear his white robe al the day: it was asif he specially had to put it
on when he came into God's presence to confess his sins, and seek new grace. But now the living Christ Himself
is his righteousness-that Christ who watches over, and keeps and loves us as His own; it is no longer an
impossibility to walk al the day enrobed in the loving presence with which He covers His people.

Such an experience leads still further. The life and the righteousness are inseparably linked, and the believer
becomes more conscious than before of a righteous nature planted within him. The new man created in Christ
Jesus, is " created in righteousness and true holiness." "He that doeth righteousness is righteous, even asHeis
righteous.” The union to Jesus has effected a change not only in the relation to God, but in the personal state
before God. And as the intimate fellowship to which the union has opened up the way is maintained, the growing
renewal of the whole being makes righteousness to be his very nature.

To a Christian who begins to see the deep meaning of the truth, "HE is made to us righteousness," it is hardly
necessary to say, "Abide in Him." Aslong as he only thought of the righteousness of the substitute, and our being
counted judicially righteous for His sake, the absolute necessity of abiding in Him was not apparent. But as the
glory of "Jehovah our righteousness" unfoldsto the view, he sees that abiding in Him personally is the only way
to stand, at all times, complete and accepted before God, asit is the only way to realize how the new and
righteous nature can be strengthened from Jesus our Head. To the penitent sinner the chief thought was the
righteousness which comes through Jesus dying for sin; to the intelligent and advancing believer, Jesus, the
Living One, through whom the righteousness comes, is everything, because having Him he has the righteousness
too.

Believer, abide in Christ as your righteousness. Y ou bear about with you a nature altogether corrupt and vile, ever
seeking to rise up and darken your sense of acceptance, and of access to unbroken fellowship with the Father.
Nothing can enable you to dwell and walk in the light of God, without even the shadow of a cloud between, but
the habitual abiding in Christ as your righteousness. To thisyou are called. Seek to walk worthy of that calling.
Yield yourself to the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the wonderful grace that permits you to draw nigh to God,
clothed in a divine righteousness. Take time to realize that the King's own robe has indeed been put on, and that
init you need not fear entering His presence. It is the token that you are the man whom the King delights to
honour. Take time to remember that as much as you need it in the palace, no less do you require it when He sends
you forth into the world, where you are the King's messenger and representative. Live your daily lifein the full
consciousness of being righteous in God's sight, an object of delight and pleasure in Christ. Connect every view
you have of Christ in His other graces with thisfirst one: "Of God He is made to you righteousness." This will
keep you in perfect peace. Thus shall you enter into, and dwell in, the rest of God. So shall your inmost being be
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transformed into being righteous and doing righteousness. In your heart and life it will become manifest where
you dwell; abiding in Jesus Christ, the Righteous One, you will share His position, His character, and His
blessedness: "Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest iniquity: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the
oil of gladness above thy fellows." Joy and gladness above measure will be your portion.
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 9
AS YOUR SANCTIFICATION

"Of God are ye in Christ Jesus, who has made unto us wisdom from God, both righteousness and
SANCTIFICATION, and redemption.” | COR.1:30(R.V. marg.).

"Paul unto the Church of God which is at Corinth to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints" ;-
thus the chapter opens in which we are taught that Christ is our sanctification. In the Old Testament, believers
were called the righteous; in the New Testament they are called saints, the holy ones, sanctified in Christ Jesus.
Holy is higher than righteous. | Holy in God has reference to Hisinmost being; righteous, to His dealings with
His creatures. In man, righteousness is but a stepping stone to holiness. It isin this he can approach most near to
the perfection of' God (comp. Matt.5:48; | Pet.1:16). In the Old Testament righteousness was found, while
holiness was only typified; ill Jesus Christ, the Holy One, and in His people, His saints or holy ones, it isfirst
realized.

Asin Scripture, and in our text, so in personal experience righteousness precedes holiness. When first the believer
finds Christ as his righteousness, he has such joy in the new-made discovery that the study of holiness hardly has
aplace. But as he grows, the desire for holiness makes itself felt, and he seeks to know what provision his God
has made for supplying that need. A superficial acquaintance with God's plan leads to the view that while
justification is God's work, by faith in Christ, sanctification is our work, to be performed under the influence of
the gratitude we feel for the deliverance we have experienced, and by the aid of the Holy Spirit. But the earnest
Christian soon finds how little gratitude can supply the power. When he thinks that more prayer will bring it, he
finds that, indispensable as prayer is, it is not enough. Often the believer struggles hopelessly for years, until he
listens to the teaching of the Spirit, as He glorifies Christ again, and reveals Christ, our sanctification, to be
appropriated by faith alone.

Christ is made of God unto us sanctification. Holiness is the very nature of God, and that aone is holy which God
takes possession of and fills with Himself. God's answer to the question, How could sinful man become holy?is,
"Christ, the Holy One of God." In Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, God's holiness was
revealed incarnate, and brought within reach of man. "l sanctify myself for them, that they also may be sanctified
in truth." Thereis no other way of our becoming holy, but by becoming partakers of the holiness of Christ." And
there is no other way of this taking place than by our personal spiritual union with Him, so that through His Holy
Spirit His haly life flowsinto us. "Of God are ye in Christ, who is made unto us sanctification.” Abiding by faith
in Christ our sanctification is the simple secret of aholy life. The measure of sanctification will depend on the
measure of abiding in Him; as the soul learns wholly to abide in Christ, the promiseisincreasingly fulfilled: "The
very God of peace sanctify you wholly."

Toillustrate this relation between the measure of the abiding and the measure of sanctification experienced, let us
think of the grafting atree, that instructive symbol of our union to Jesus. Theillustration is suggested by the
Saviour's words, "Make the tree good, and his fruit good.” | can graft atree so that only a single branch bears
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good fruit, while many of the natural branches remain, and bear their old fruit-a type of believer in whom a small
part of the life is sanctified, but in whom, from ignorance or other reasons, the carnal life still in many respects
has full dominion. | can graft atree so that every branch is cut off, and the whole tree becomes renewed to bear
good fruit; and yet, unless | watch over the tendency of the stems to give sprouts, they may again rise and grow
strong, and, robbing the new graft of the strength it needs, make it weak. Such are Christians who, when
apparently powerfully converted, forsake all to follow Christ, and yet after atime, through unwatchfulness, allow
old habitsto regain their power, and whose Christian life and fruit are but feeble. But if | want a tree wholly made
good, | take it when young, and, cutting the stem clean off on the ground, | graft it just where it emerges from the
soil. | watch over every bud which the old nature could possibly put forth, until the flow of sap from the old roots
into the new stem is so complete, that the old life has, as it were, been entirely conquered and covered by the new.
Here | have atree entirely renewed-emblem of the Christian who has learnt in entire consecration to surrender
everything for Christ, and in a wholehearted faith wholly to abide in Him.

If, in thislast case, the old tree were a reasonable being that could co-operate with the gardener, what would his
language be to it? Would it not be this: "Yield now yourself entirely to this new nature with which | have invested
you; repress every tendency of the old nature to give buds or sprouts; let all your sap and all your life-powersrise
up into this graft from yonder beautiful tree, which | have put on you; so shallyou bring forth sweet and much
fruit." And the language of the tree to the gardener would be: "When you graft me, O spare not a single branch;
let everything of the old self, even the smallest bud, be destroyed, that | may no longer live in my own, but in that
other life that was cut off and brought and put upon me, that | might be wholly new and good." And, once again,
could you afterwards ask the renewed tree, as it was bearing abundant fruit, what it could say of itself, its answer
would be this: "In me, that is, in my roots, there dwells no good thing. | am ever inclined to evil; the sap | collect
from the soil isin its nature corrupt, and ready to show itself in bearing evil fruit. But just when the sap rises into
the sunshine to ripen into fruit, the wise gardener has clothed me with a new life, through which my sap is
purified, and all my powers are renewed to the bringing forth of good fruit. | have only to abide in that which |
have received. He cares for the immediate repression and removal of every bud which the old nature still would
put forth."

Christian, fear not to clam God's promises to make you holy. Listen not to the suggestion that the corruption of
your old nature would render holiness an impossibility. In your flesh dwells no good thing, and that flesh, though
crucified with Christ, is not yet dead, but will continually seek to rise and lead you to evil. But the Father isthe
Husbandman. He has grafted the life of Christ on your life. That holy life is mightier than your evil life; under the
watchful care of the Husbandman, that new life can keep down the workings of the evil life within you. The evil
nature is there, with its unchanged tendency to rise up and show itself. But the new nature is there too-the living
Christ, your sanctification, is thereand through Him all your powers can be sanctified asthey rise into life, and be
made to bear fruit to the glory of the Father.

And now, if you would live aholy life, abide in Christ your sanctification. Look upon Him as the Holy One of
God, made man that He might communicate to us the holiness of God. Listen when Scripture teaches that thereis
within you a new nature, a new man, created in Christ Jesus in righteousness and true holiness. Remember that
this holy nature which isin you is singularly fitted for living aholy life, and performing all holy duties, as much
so asthe old nature is for doing evil. Understand that this holy nature within you hasitsroot and life in Christ in
heaven, and can only grow and become strong as the intercourse between it and its source is uninterrupted. And
above al, believe most confidently that Jesus Christ Himself delights in maintaining that new nature within you,
and imparting to it His own strength and wisdom for its work. Let that faith lead you daily to the surrender of all
selfconfidence, and the confession of the utter corruption of al thereisin you by nature. Let it fill you with a
quiet and assured confidence that you are indeed able to do what the Father expects of you as His child, under the
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covenant of His grace, because you have Christ strengthening you. Let it teach you to lay yourself and your
services on the altar as spiritual sacrifices, holy and acceptable in His sight, a sweet-smelling savour. Look not
upon alife of holiness as a strain and an effort, but as the natural outgrowth of the life of Christ within you. And
let ever again a quiet, hopeful, gladsome faith hold itself assured that al you need for aholy life will most
assuredly be given you out of the holiness of Jesus. Thus will you understand and prove what it isto abidein
Christ our sanctification.

NOTE

The thought that in the personal holiness of our Lord a new holy nature was formed to be communicated to us,
and that we make use of it by faith, is the centralidea of Marshall's invaluable work, The Gospel Mystery of
Sanctcation:

"One great mystery is, that the holy frame and disposition whereby our souls are furnished and enabled for
immediate practice of the law, must be obtained by receiving it out of Christ's fulness, as athing already prepared
and brought to an existence ,for usin Christ, and treasured up in Him; and that, as we are justified by a
righteousness wrought out in Christ, and imputed to us, so we are sanctified by such an holy frame and
gualification as are first wrought out and completed in Christ for us, and then imparted to us. As our natural
corruption was produced originally in the first Adam, and propagated from him to us, so our new nature and
holiness is first produced in Christ, and derived from Him to us, or, asit were, propagated. So that we are not at
all to work together with Christ in making or producing that holy frame in us, but only to take it to ourselves, and
useit in our holy practice, as made ready to our hands. Thus we have fellowship with Christ, in receiving that
holy frame of spirit that was originally in Him; for fellowship is where several persons have the same thingsin
common. This mystery is so great, that notwithstanding all the light of the Gospel, we commonly think that we
must get an holy frame by producing it anew in ourselves, and by pursuing it and working it out of our own
heart" .
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Chapter 10
AS YOUR REDEMPTION

"Of God are yein Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, both righteousness and sanctification,
and REDEMPTION."-I COR.1:30(R.V. marg.).

HERE we have the top of the ladder, reaching into heaven-the blessed end to which Christ and lifein Himisto
lead. The word redemption, though sometimes applied to our deliverance fromthe guilt of sin, here refersto our
complete and final deliverance from all its consequences, when the Redeemer's work shall become fully manifest,
even to the redemption of the body itself (comp. Rom.8: 21-23 ; Eph.1.14; 4:30). The expression points usto the
highest glory to be hoped for in the future, and therefore also to the highest blessing to be enjoyed in the presentin
Christ. We have seen how, as a Prophet, Christ is our wisdom, revealing to us God and His love, with the nature
and conditions of the salvation that love has prepared. As aPriest, He is our righteousness, restoring us to right
relations to God, and securing us His favour and friendship. AsaKing, He is our sanctification, forming and
guiding us into the obedience to the Father's holy will. As these three offices work out God's one purpose, the
grand consummation will be reached,the complete deliverance from sin and all its effects be accomplished, and
ransomed humanity regain all that it had ever lost.

Christ is made of God unto us redemption. The word invites us to look upon Jesus, not only as He lived onearth,
teaching us by word and example, as He died, to reconcile us with God, as He lives again, a victorious King,
rising to receive His crown, but as, sitting at the right hand of God, He takes again the glory which He had with
the Father, before the world began, and holds it there for us. It consists in this, that there His human nature, yea,
His human body, freed from all the consequences of sin to which He once had been exposed, is now admitted to
share the divine glory. As Son of Man, He dwells on the throne and in the bosom of the Father: the deliverance
from what He had to suffer from sin is complete and eternal. The compl ete redemption is found embodied in His
own Person: what He as man is and has in heaven is the complete redemption. HE is made of God to us
redemption.

We arein Him as such. And the more intelligently and believingly we abide in Him as our redemption, the more
shall we experience, even here, of "the powers of the world to come.” As our communion with Him becomes
more intimate and intense, and we let the Holy Spirit reveal Him to usin His heavenly glory, the more we realize
how thelifein usisthelife of One who sits upon the throne of heaven. We feel the power of an endlesslife
working in us. We taste the eternal life. We have the foretaste of the eternal glory.

The blessings flowing from abiding in Christ as our redemption are great. The soul is delivered from al fear of
death. There was atime when even the Saviour feared death. But now no longer. He has triumphed over death;
even His body has entered into the glory. The believer who abides in Christ as his full redemption, realizes even
now his spiritual victory over death. It becomes to him the servant that removes the last rags of the old carnal
vesture, ere he be clothed upon with the new body of glory. It carries the body to the grave, to lie there as the seed
whence the new body will arise the worthy companion of the glorified spirit.The resurrection of the body is no
longer a barren doctrine, but aliving expectation, and even an incipient experience, because the Spirit of Him that
raised Jesus from the dead, dwells in the body as the pledge that even our mortal bodies shall be quickened
(Rom.8:11-23). Thisfaith exercisesits sanctifying influence in the willing surrender of the sinful members of the
body to be mortified and completely subjected to the dominion of the Spirit, as preparation for the time when the
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frail body shall be changed and fashioned like to His glorious body.

This full redemption of Christ as extending to the body, has a depth of meaning not easily expressed. It was of
man as awhole, soul and body that it is said that he was made in the image and likeness of God. In the angels,
God had created spirits without material bodies; in the creation of the world, there was matter without spirit. Man
was to be the highest specimen of divine art: the combination in one being, of matter and spirit in perfect
harmony, as type of the most perfect union between God and His own creation. Sin entered in, and appeared to
thwart the divine plan: the material obtained afearful supremacy over the spiritual. The Word was made ,flesh,
the divine fulness received an embodiment in the humanity of Chrigt, that the redemption might be a complete
and perfect one; that the whole creation, which now groaneth and travaileth in pain together, might be delivered
from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God. God's purpose will not be
accomplished, and Christ's glory will not be manifested fully, until the body, with that whole of nature of which it
Is part and head, has been transfigured by the power of the spiritual life, and made the transparent vesture for
showing forth the glory of the Infinite Spirit. Then only shall we understand: " Christ Jesus is made unto us
(complete) redemption.”

Meantime we are taught to believe: "Of God are ye in Christ, as your redemption.” Thisis not meant as a
revelation, to be left to the future; for the full development of the Christian life, our present abiding in Christ must
seek to enter into and appropriate it. We do this as we learn to triumph over death. We do it as we learn to look
upon Christ as the Lord of our body, claiming its entire consecration, securing even here, if faith will clam it
(Mark 16:17-18), victory over the terrible dominion sin hath had in the body. We do this as we learn to ook on all
nature as part of the Kingdom of Christ, destined, even though it be through a baptism of fire, to partake in His
redemption. We do it as we alow the powers of the coming world to possess us, and to lift usup into alifein the
heavenly places, to enlarge our hearts and our views, to anticipate, even here, the things which have never entered
into the heart of man to conceive.

Believer, abide in Christ as your redemption. Let this be the crown of your Christian life. Seek it not first or only,
apart from the knowledge of Christ in His other relations. But seek it truly as that to which they are meant to lead
you up. Abide in Christ as your redemption. Nothing will fit you for this but faithfulness in the previous steps of
the Christian life. Abide in Him as your wisdom, the perfect revelation of all that God is and has for you. Follow,
in the daily ordering of the inner and the outer life, with meek docility His teaching, and you shall be counted
worthy to have secrets revealed to you which to most disciples are a sealed book. The wisdom will lead you into
the mysteries of complete redemption. Abide in Him as your righteousness, and dwell clothed upon with Himin
that inner sanctuary of the Father's favour and presence to which His righteousness gives you access. Asyou
rejoice in your reconciliation, you shall understand how it includes all things, and how they too wait the full
redemption; "for it pleased the Father by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, | say, whether they be
things on earth or things in heaven." And abide in Him as your sanctification; the experience of His power to
make you holy, spirit and soul and body, will quicken your faith in a holiness that shall not cease its work until
the bells of the horses and every pot in Jerusalem shall be holinessto the Lord. Abide in Him as your redemption,
and live, even here, asthe heir of the future glory. And as you seek to experience in yourself to the full, the power
of His saving grace, your heart shall be enlarged to realize the position man has been destined to occupy in the
universe, as having all things made subject to him, and you shall for your part be fitted to live worthy of that high
and heavenly calling.
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 11
THE CRUCIFIED ONE

"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me."-GAL.2:20.
"We have been planted together in the likeness of his death. "Rom.6:5

"I am crucified with Christ." Thus the apostle expresses his assurance of his fellowship with Christ in His
sufferings and death, and his full participation in all the power and the blessing of thatdeath. And so really did he
mean what he said, andknow that he was now indeed dead, that he adds: "It is no longer | that live, but Christ that
liveth in me."How blessed must be the experience of such a unionwith the Lord Jesus! To be able to ook upon
His death as mine, just asreally as it was His-upon Hisperfect obedience to God, His victory over sin,

andcompl ete deliverance from its power, as mine; and torealize that the power of that death does by faith work
daily with a divine energy in mortifying the flesh, andrenewing the whole life into the perfect conformity to the
resurrection life of Jesus! Abiding in Jesus, the Crucified One, isthe secret of the growth of that new lifewhich is
ever begotten of the death of nature.

Let ustry to understand this. The suggestive expression, "Planted into the likeness of His death,” will teach us
what the abiding in the Crucified One means. When a graft is united with the stock on which it isto grow, we
know that it must be kept fixed, it must abide in the place where the stock has been cut, been wounded, to make
an opening to receive the graft. No graft without wounding the laying bare and opening up of the inner life of the
tree to receive the stranger branch. It is only through such wounding that access can be obtained to the fellowship
of the sap and the growth and the life of the stronger stem. Even so with Jesus and the sinner. Only when we are
planted into the likeness of His death shall we also be in the likeness of His resurrection, partakers of the life and
the power there are in Him. In the death of the Cross Christ was wounded, and in His opened wounds a place
prepared where we might be grafted in. And just as one might say to a graft, and does practically say asit is fixed
inits place, "Abide here in the wound of the stem, that is now to bear you"; so to the believing soul the message
comes, "Abide in the wounds of Jesus; there is the place of union, and life, and growth. There you shall see how
His heart was opened to receive you; how His flesh was rent that the way might be opened for your being made
one with Him, and having access to all the blessings flowing from His divine nature."

Y ou have also noticed how the graft has to be torn away from the tree where it by nature grew, and to be cut into
conformity to the place prepared for it in the wounded stem. Even so the believer has to be made conformable to
Christ's death-to be crucified and to die with Him. The wounded stem and the wounded graft are cut to fit into
each other, into each other's likeness. Thereis afellowship between Christ's sufferings and your sufferings. His
experiences must become yours. The disposition He manifested in choosing and bearing the cross must be yours.
Like Him, you will have to give full assent to the righteous judgment and curse of a holy God against sin. Like
Him, you have to consent to yield your life, as laden with sin and curse,to death, and through it to pass to the new
life. Like Him, you shall experience that it is only through the self-sacrifice of Gethsemane and Calvary that the
path isto be found to the joy and the fruit-bearing of the resurrection life. The more clear the resemblance
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between the wounded stem and the wounded graft, the more exactly their wounds fit into each other, the surer and
the easier, and the more complete will be the union and the growth.

Itisin Jesus, the Crucified One, | must abide. | must learn to ook upon the Cross as not only an atonement to
God, but also avictory over the devil-not only a deliverance from the guilt, but also from the power of sin. | must
gaze on Him on the Cross as wholly mine, offering Himself to receive me into the closest union and fellowship,
and to make me partaker of the full power of His death to sin, and the new life of victory to which it is but the
gateway. | must yield myself to Him in an undivided surrender, with much prayer and strong desire, imploring to
be admitted into the ever closer fellowship and conformity of His death, of the Spirit in which He died that death.

Let me try and understand why the Cross is thus the place of union. On the Cross the Son of God enters into the
fullest union with man-enters into the fullest experience of what it says to have become a son of man, a member
of arace under the curse. It isin death that the Prince of life conquers the power of death; it isin death alone that
He can make me partaker of that victory. The life He impartsis alife from the dead; each new experience of the
power of that life depends upon the fellowship of the death. The death and the life are inseparable. All the grace
which Jesus the Saving One gives is given only in the path of fellowship with Jesus the Crucified One. Christ
came and took my place; | must put myself in His place, and abide there. And there is but one place which is both
His and mine-that place isthe Cross. His in virtue of His free choice; mine by reason of the curse of sin. He came
there to seek me; there alone | can find Him. When He found me there, it was the place of cursing; thisHe
experienced, for "cursed is every one that hangeth on atree." He made it a place of blessing; this| experienced,
for Christ has delivered us from the curse, being made a curse for us. When Christ comes in my place, He remains
what He was, the beloved of the Father; but in the fellowship with me He shares my curse and dies my death.
When | stand in His place, which is still always mine, | am still what | was by nature, the accursed one, who
deservesto die; but as united to Him, | share His blessing, and receive His life. When He came to be one with me
He could not avoid the Cross, for the curse always points to the Cross asits end and fruit. And when | seek to be
one with Him, | cannot avoid the Cross either, for nowhere but on the Cross are life and deliverance to be found.
Asinevitably as my curse pointed Him to the Cross as the only place where He could be fully united to me, His
blessing points me to the Cross too as the only place where | can be united to Him. He took my cross for His own;
| must take His Cross as my own; | must be crucified with Him. It isas | abide daily, deeply in Jesus the Crucified
One, that | shall taste the sweetness of His love, the power of Hislife, the completeness of His salvation.

Beloved believer! it isa deep mystery, this of the Cross of Christ. | fear there are many Christians who are content
to look upon the Cross, with Christ on it dying for their sins, who have little heart for fellowship with the
Crucified One. They hardly know that He invites them to it. Or they are content to consider the ordinary
afflictions of life, which the children of the world often have as much as they, astheir share of Christ's Cross.
They have no conception of what it isto be crucified with Christ, that bearing the cross means likeness to Christ
in the principles which animated Him in His path of obedience. The entire surrender of al self-will, the complete
denial to the flesh of its every desire and pleasure, the perfect separation from the world in al its ways of thinking
and acting, the losing and hating of one's life, the giving up of self and its interests for the sake of others-thisis
the disposition which marks him who has taken up Christ's Cross, who seeksto say, "I am crucified with Christ; |
abide in Christ, the Crucified One."

Would you in very deed please your Lord, and live in as close fellowship with Him as His grace could maintain
you in? O pray that His Spirit lead you into this blessed truth: this secret of the Lord for them that fear Him. We
know how Peter knew and confessed Christ as the Son of the living God while the Cross was still an offence

(Matt.16:16,17,21,23). The faith that believes in the blood that pardons, and the life that renews, can only reach
its perfect growth as it abides beneath the Cross, and in living fellowship with Him seeks for perfect conformity
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with Jesus the Crucified.

O Jesus, our crucified Redeemer, teach us not only to believe on Thee, but to abide in Thee, to take Thy Cross not
only as the ground of our pardon, but also asthe law of our life. O teach usto love it not only because on it Thou
didst bear our curse, but because on it we enter into the closest fellowship with Thyself, and are crucified with
Thee. And teach us, that as we yield ourselves wholly to be possessed of the Spirit in which Thou didst bear the
Cross, we shall be made partakers of the power and the blessing to which the Cross aone gives access.
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 12
GOD HIMSELF WILL ESTABLISH YOU

"He which stablisheth us with you in Christ, is God."-2 COR.1:21

THESE words of Paul teach us a much needed and most blessed truth-that just as our first being united with
Christ was the work of divine omnipotence, so we may look to the Father, too, for being kept and being fixed
more firmly in Him. "The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me"-this expression of confidence should ever
accompany the prayer, "Forsake not the work of Thine own hands." In all hislongings and prayersto attain to a
deeper and more perfect abiding in Christ, the believer must hold fast his confidence: "He which hath begun a
good work in you, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." There is nothing that will so help to root and
ground him in Christ asthis faith: "He which stablisheth usin Christ is God."

How many there are who can witness that this faith is just what they need! They continually mourn over the
variableness of their spiritual life. Sometimes there are hours and days of deep earnestness, and even of blessed
experience of the grace of God. But how little is needed to mar their peace, to bring a cloud over the soul! And
then, how their faith is shaken! All effortsto regain their standing appear utterly fruitless; and neither solemn
vows, nor watching and prayer, avail to restore to them the peace they for awhile had tasted. Could they but
understand how just their ownefforts are the cause of their failure, because it is God alone who can establish usin
Christ Jesus. They would see that just asin justification they had to cease from their own working, and to accept
in faith the promise that God would give them lifein Christ, so now, in the matter of their sanctification, their first
need is to cease, from striving themselves to establish the connection with Christ more firmly, and to allow God
to doit. "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ." What they need is
the simple faith that the stablishing in Christ, day by day, is God's work-awork that He delights to do, in spite of
all our weakness and unfaithfulness, if we will but trust Him for it.

To the blessedness of such afaith, and the experience it brings, many can testify. What peace and rest, to know
that there is a Husbandman who cares for the branch, to see that it grows stronger, and that its union with the Vine
becomes more perfect, who watches over every hindrance and danger, who supplies every needed aid! What
peace and rest, fully and finally to give up our abiding into the care of God, and never have awish or thought,
never to offer a prayer or engage in an exercise connected with it, without first having the glad remembrance that
what we do is only the manifestation of what God is doing in us! The establishing in Christ is Hiswork: He
accomplishesit by stirring usto watch, and wait, and work. But this He can do with power only as we cease
interrupting Him by our self-working-as we accept in faith the dependent posture which honours Him and opens
the heart to let Him work. How such a faith frees the soul from care and responsibility! In the midst of the rush
and bustle of the world's stirring life, amid the subtle and ceasel ess temptations of sin, amid all the daily cares and
trials that so easily distract and lead to failure, how blessed it would be to be an established Christianalways
abiding in Christ! How blessed even to have the faith that one can surely become it-that the attainment is within
our reach!
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Dear believer, the blessing is indeed within your reach. He that stablisheth you with usin Christ is God. What |
want you to take in is this-that believing this promise will not only give you comfort, but will be the means of
your obtaining your desire. Y ou know how Scripture teaches us that in all God's leadings of His people faith has
everywhere been the one condition of the manifestation of His power. Faith is the ceasing from all nature's
efforts, and all other dependence; faith is confessed hel plessness casting itself upon God's promise, and claiming
its fulfilment; faith is the putting ourselves quietly into God's hands for Him to do His work. What you and | need
now isto take time, until this truth stands out before usin all its spiritual brightness: It is God Almighty, God the
Faithful and Gracious One, who has undertaken to stablish me in Christ Jesus.

Listen to what the Word teaches you:-"The Lord shall establish thee an holy people unto Himself"; "O Lord God,
stablish their heart unto Thee"; "Thy God loved Isragl, to establish them for ever”; "Thou wilt establish the heart
of the humble"; "Now to Him that is of power to establish you, be glory for ever”; "To the end He may establish
your hearts unblameable in holiness" ; "THE LORD IS FAITHFUL, who shall stablish you and keep you from all
evil"; "The God of all grace, who hath called usin Christ Jesus, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you." Can you take these words to mean anything less than that you too-however fitful your spiritual life has
hitherto been, however unfavourable your natural character or your circumstances may appear-can be established
in Christ Jesuscan become an established Christian? Let us but take time to listen, in ssmple childlike
teachableness, to these words as the truth of God, and the confidence will come: As surelyas| am in Christ, | shall
also, day by day, be established in Him.

The lesson appears so simple; and yet the most of us take so long to learn it. The chief reason is, that the grace the
promise offersis so large, so God-like, so beyond all our thoughts, that we do not take it really to mean what it
says. The believer who has once come to see and accept what it brings, can bear witness to the wonderful change
there comes over the spiritual life. Hitherto he had taken charge of his own welfare; now he has a God to take
charge of it. He now knows himself to be in the school of God, a Teacher who plans the whole course of study for
each of His pupils with infinite wisdom, and delights to have them come daily for the lessons He hasto give. All
he asksisto feel himself constantly in God's hands, and to follow His guidance, neither lagging behind nor going
before. Remembering that it is God who worketh both to will and to do, he sees his only safety to be in yielding
himself to God's working. He lays aside al anxiety about hisinner life and its growth, because the Father is the
Husbandman under whose wise and watchful care each plant iswell secured. He knows that there is the prospect
of amost blessed life of strength and fruitfulness to every one who will take God alone and wholly as his hope.

Believer, you cannot but admit that such alife of trust must be a most blessed one. Y ou say, perhaps, that there
are times when you do, with your whole heart, consent to thisway of living, and do wholly abandon the care of
your inner life to your Father. But somehow it does not last. Y ou forget again; and instead of beginning each
morning with the joyous transference of all the needs and cares of your spiritual life to the Father's charge, you
again feel anxious, and burdened, and helpless. Isit not, perhaps, my brother, because you have not committed to
the Father's care this matter , daily remembering to renew your entire surrender? Memory is one of the highest
powersin our nature. By it day islinked to day, the unity of life through all our yearsis kept up, and we know
that we are still ourselves. In the spiritual life, recollection is of infinite value. For the sanctifying of our memory,
in the service of our spiritual life, God has provided most beautifully. The Holy Spirit is the remembrancer, the
Spirit of recollection. Jesus said, "He shall bring all things to your remembrance.” "He which stablisheth us with
you in Christ is God, who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts." It isjust for the
stablishing that the Holy Remembrancer has been given. God's blessed promises, and your unceasing acts of faith
and surrender accepting of them-He will enable you to remember these each day. The Holy Spirit isblessed be
God-the memory of the new man.
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Apply this to the promise of the text: "He that stablisheth usin Christ is God." Asyou now, at this moment,
abandon all anxiety about your growth and progress to the God who has undertaken to stablish you in the Vine,
and feel what ajoy it isto know that God alone has charge, ask and trust Him by the Holy Spirit ever to remind
you of this your blessed relation to Him. He will do it; and with each new morning your faith may grow stronger
and brighter: | have a God to see that each day | become more firmly united to Christ.

And now, beloved fellow-believer, "the God of all grace, who hath called usin Christ Jesus, make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle you." What more can you desire? Expect it confidently, ask it fervently. Count on God
to do Hiswork. And learn in faith to sing the song, the notes of which each new experience will make deeper and
sweeter: "Now to Him, that is of power to establish you, be glory for ever. Amen." Yes, glory to God, who has
undertaken to establish usin Christ!
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Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 13
EVERY MOMENT

"In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. | the Lord do keep it; | will water it every moment: lest any
hurt it, | will keep it night and day. "-1SA.27:2,3.

THE vineyard was the symbol of the people of Israel, in whose midst the True Vine was to stand The branch is
the symbol of the individual believer, who stands in the Vine. The song of the vineyard is also the song of the
Vine and its every branch. The command still goes forth to the watchers of the vineyard-would that they obeyed
it, and sang till every feeble-hearted believer had learned and joined the joyful strain-"Sing ye unto her: 1,
JEHOVAH, Do KEEP IT; | will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, | WILL KEEP it night and day."

What an answer from the mouth of God Himself to the question so often asked: Isit possible for the believer
alwaysto abide in Jesus? Is alife of unbroken fellowship with the Son of God indeed attainable herein this
earthly life? Truly not, if the abiding is our work, to be done in our strength. But the things that are impossible
with men are possible with God. If the Lord Himself will keep the soul night and day, yea, will watch and water it
every moment, then surely the uninterrupted communion with Jesus becomes a blessed possibility to those who
can trust God to mean and to do what He says. Then surely the abiding of the branch of the vine day and night,
summer and winter, in a neverceasing life-fellowship, is nothing less than the ssmple but certain promise of your
abiding in your Lord.

In one sensg, it istrue, there is no believer who does not aways abide in Jesus; without this there could not be
true life. "If aman abide not in me, heis cast forth." But when the Saviour gives the command, "Abide in me,"
with the promise, "He that abideth in me bringeth forth much fruit,” He speaks of that willing, intelligent, and
whole-hearted surrender by which we accept His offer, and consent to the abiding in Him as the only life we
choose or seek. The objections raised against our right to expect that we shall always be able thus voluntarily and
consciously to abide in Jesus are chiefly two.

The one is derived from the nature of man. It is said that our limited powers prevent our being occupied with two
things at the same moment. God's providence places many Christians in business, where for hours at atime the
closest attention is required to the work they have to do. How can such aman, it is asked, with hiswhole mind in
the work he has to do, be at the same time occupied with Christ, and keeping up fellowship with Him? The
consciousness of abiding in Jesus is regarded as requiring such a strain, and such a direct occupation of the mind
with heavenly thoughts, that to enjoy the blessing would imply awithdrawing of oneself from all the ordinary
avocations of life. Thisisthe same error as drove the first monks into the wilderness.

Blessed be God, there is no necessity for such agoing out of the world. Abiding in Jesusis not awork that needs
each moment the mind to be engaged, or the affections to be directly and actively occupied withiit. It isan
entrusting of oneself to the keeping of the Eternal Love, in the faith that it will abide near us, and with its holy
presence watch over us and ward offpie evil, even when we have to be most intently occupied with other things.
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And so the heart has rest and peace and joy in the consciousness of being kept when it cannot keep itself.

In ordinary life, we have abundant illustration of the influence of a supreme affection reigning in and guarding the
soul, while the mind concentrates itself on work that requires its whole attention. Think of the father of afamily,
separated for atime from his home, that he may secure for hisloved ones what they need. He loves his wife and
children, and longs much to return to them. There may be hours of intense occupation when he has not a moment
to think of them, and yet hisloveis as deep and real as when he can call up their images; al the while hislove
and the hope of making them happy urge him on, and fill him with a secret joy in hiswork. Think of aking: in the
midst of work, and pleasure, and trial, he all the while acts under the secret influence of the consciousness of
royalty, even while he does not think of it. A loving wife and mother never for one moment loses the sense of her
relation to the husband and children: the consciousness and the love are there, amid all her engagements. And
shall it be thought impossible for the Everlasting Love so to take and keep possession of our spirits, that we too
shall never for a moment lose the secret consciousness. We are in Christ, kept in Him by His almighty power. Oh,
it is possible; we can be sureit is. Our abiding in Jesusis even more than afellowship of love-it isafellowship of
life. In work or in rest, the consciousness of life never leaves us. And even so can the mighty power of the Eternal
Life maintain within us the consciousness of its presence. Or rather, Christ, who isour life, Himself dwells within
us, and by His presence maintains our consciousness that we arein Him.

The second objection has reference to our sinfulness. Christians are so accustomed to look upon sinning daily as
something absolutely inevitable, that they regard it as a matter of course that no one can keep up abiding
fellowship with the Saviour: we must sometimes be unfaithful and fail. Asif it was not just because we have a
nature which is naught but a very fountain of sin, that the abiding in Christ has been ordained for us as our only
but our sufficient deliverance! Asif it were not the Heavenly Vine, the living, loving Christ, in whom we have to
abide, and whose ailmighty power to hold us fast is to be the measure of our expectations! Asif He would give us
the command, "Abide in me," without securing the grace and the power to enable usto perform it! Asif, above
al, we had not the Father as the Husbandman to keep us from falling, and that not in a large and general sense,
but according to His own precious promise: "Night and day, every moment!" Oh, if we will but look to our God
as the Keeper of Isragl, of whom it is said, "Jehovah shall keep thee from all evil; He shall keep thy soul," we
shall learn to believe that conscious abiding in Christ every moment, night and day, is indeed what God has
prepared for them that love Him.

My beloved fellow-Christians, let nothing less than this be your aim. | know well that you may not find it easy of
attainment; that there may come more than one hour of weary struggle and bitter failure. Were the Church of
Christ what it should be-were older believersto younger converts what they should be, witnhesses to God's
faithfulness, like Caleb and Joshua, encouraging their brethren to go up and possess the land with their, "We are
well able to overcome; if the Lord delight in us, then HE WILL BRING usinto this land"-were the atmosphere
which the young believer breathes as he enters the fellowship of the saints that of a healthy, trustful, joyful
consecration, abiding in Christ would come as the natural outgrowth of being in Him. But in the sickly state in
which such a great part of thebody is, souls that are pressing after this blessing are sorely hindered by the
depressing influence of the thought and the life around them. It is not to discourage that | say this, but to warn,
and to urge to amore entire casting of ourselves upon the word of God Himself. There may come more than our
hour in which you are ready to yield to despair; but be of good courage. Only believe. He who has put the
blessing within your reach will assuredly lead to its possession.

The way in which souls enter into the possession may differ. To some it may come as the gift of amoment. In
times of revival, in the fellowship with other believersin whom the Spirit is working effectually, under the
leading of some servant of God who can guide, and sometimesin solitude too, it isasif all at once a new
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revelation comes upon the soul. It sees, asin the light of heaven, the strong Vine holding and bearing the feeble

branches so securely, that doubt becomes impossible. It can only wonder how it ever could have understood the

words to mean aught else than this. To abide unceasingly in Christ isthe portion of every believer. It seesit; and
to believe, and regjoice, and love, come as of itself.

To othersit comes by a slower and more difficult path. Day by day, amid discouragement and difficulty, the soul
has to press forward. Be of good cheer; this way too leads to the rest. Seek but to keep your heart set upon the
promise: "I THE LORD DO KEEP IT, night and day." Take from His own lips the watchword: "Every moment."
In that you have the law of Hislove, and the law of your hope. Be content with nothing less. Think no longer that
the duties and the cares, that the sorrows and the sins of this life must succeed in hindering the abiding life of
fellowship. Take rather for the rule of your daily experience the language of faith: | am persuaded that neither
death with itsfears, nor life with its cares, nor things present with their pressing claims, nor things to come with
their dark shadows, nor height of joy, nor depth of sorrow, nor any other creature, shall be able, for one single
moment, to separate us from the love of God whichisin Christ Jesus our Lord, and in which He is teaching me to
abide. If thingslook dark and faith would fail, sing again the song of the vineyard: "I the Lord do keep it; | will
water it every moment: lest any hurt it, | will keep it night and day." And be assured that, if Jehovah keep the
branch night and day, and water it every moment, alife of continuous and unbroken fellowship with Christ is
indeed our privilege.

file:/l/G)/Andrew%20M urray/Old%20Books/abide/Abide_13.htm (3 of 3)6/2/2007 7:30:40 PM



Abidein Christ - Chapter 14

Abidein Christ

by Andrew Murray

Chapter 14
DAY BY 