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PREFACE.

N the will of God Creation has its origin, its

existence, its happiness, its power, its glory.

In the will of God Redemption, too, has its
origin, its maintenance, its blessedness, its power,
its glory. '

To the will of God even so the life of grace
in the heart owes its origin, its maintenance, its
blessedness, its power, and its glory.

In knowing and loving, in doing and bearing,
in fulfilling all that will the spiritual life finds
its growth, its rest, its joy, its strength, its fruit-
fulness, its everlasting blessedness.

The one thing needful for a Christian is that
he live in the will of God.

Whether it be God’s will in His Providence in
time, or His Purpose in eternity, God’s will in
His Precepts or His Promises, he that lives in
the will of God will there find God Himself and
all His salvation.



X PREFACE

May God teach us that as His will is the
one cause and the power of all that He does
in the showing forth of His glory, and of all
that His Son did and does for our redemption,
so the one thing His child needs is to prove
that his whole life is the manifestation of the
power and glory of God’s blessed will.

With the prayer that God, by His Holy Spirit,
may reveal this to each reader of this little
book—Yours in Christ Jesus,

ANDREW MURRAY.

‘WELLINGTON, 6th August 1900.



THoU sweet, beloved will of God,
My anchor ground, my fortress hill,
My spirit’s silent, fair abode,
In Thee I hide me and am still.

O Thou, that willeet good alone,

Lead Thou the way—Thou guidest best ;
A little child, I follow on,

And trusting, lean upon Thy breast.

Thy beautiful, sweet will, my God,
Holds fast in its sublime embrace

My captive will, a gladsome bird,
Prisoned in such a realm of grace.

Within this place of certain good,
Love evermore expands her wings,

Or, nestling in Thy perfect choice,
Abides content with what it brings.

Oh, lightest burden, sweetest yoke,
It lifts, it bears my happy soul,

It giveth wings to this poor heart ;
My freedom is Thy grand control.

Upon God’s will I lay me down,
As child upon its mother’s breast ;
No silken couch, nor softest bed,
Could ever give me such deep rest.

Thy wonderful, grand will, my God,
With triumph now I make it mine ;
And faith shall cry a joyous Yes!
To every dear command of Thine.
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THY WILL BE DONE.

CHAPTER L

The Wl of BGov, the Glory of Heaben.

“Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth.,”—MATT.
vi, 10.

HE will of a man is the power by which he
determines his actions, and decides what he

is to do or not to do. In it is manifested his
hidden, inward being, proving what his desires
and dispositions are, foolish or wise, good or evil
The will is the revelation of character and life.
What a man truly wills, he will infallibly seek
to have done, either by himself or through others.
In the will of God we have the perfect ex-
pression of His Divine perfection. Because He
is a fountain of all beauty and blessedness, His
will is inconceivably beautiful and blessed. In
it His Divine wisdom and goodness make them-

selves known. Through it alone the creature
I
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can know his God; in accepting and doing that
will he finds the only and the sure way to fellow-
ship and union with God.

The glory and the blessedness of heaven consist
in nothing but this, that God’s will is done there
in and by all. There is nothing to hinder God’s
working freely and fully all His blessed will in
its countless hosts. To all that He wills for
them of goodness and blessedness and service
their whole being is surrendered in submission
and adoration. God lives in them and they in
God. They are filled with the fulness of God.

In the Lord’s Prayer our Blessed Master teaches
us to come to the Father with the wonderful
petition, that His will may be done on earth, even
as in heaven! He calls us to open our hearts, to
think and lift them heavenwards in real desire
and prayer. He bids us count upon an answer,
and, according to the power that worketh in us,
expect the experience in such measure as we are
fitted for: God's will done in us and by us, on
earth, as it is in heaven. The God who works it
in heaven—is our Father, who delights to work
it on earth. The blessedness of earth cannot
possibly be other than that of heaven: let our
hearts desire and delight to have the will of God
done.



THE WILL OF GOD, THE GLORY OF HEAVEN 3

Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth!
These chapters invite you to come and meditate
on this petition, if so be the Father may, by His
Holy Spirit, show you the Divine beauty of His
will, and the altogether heavenly blessedness of
living in it. Let us begin by considering what
God’s will includes, that we may know aright
what our Lord means and what we are to expect,
when we pray: Thy will be done!

There is, first, the will of God’s holy Providence.
Everything that happens on earth comes to the
child of God as the will of His Father. In His
infinite wisdom God so overrules all the evil of
men and devils, that in permitting it, He can
take it up into His will, and make it work out
His purposes. Joseph says of the sin of his
brethren: “Ye thought evil against me, but God
meant it unto good.” Jesus said to Pilate:
“ Thou couldest have no power against Me except
it were given thee from above.” In everything
that came on Him, He saw God’s will: it was
all the cup the Father gave Him. It is when
the Christian learns to see God’s will in every-
thing that comes to him, grievous or pleasing,
great or small, that the prayer, Thy will be done,
will become the unceasing expression of adoring -
submission and praise. The whole world, with
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its dark mysteries, and life, with all its difficulties,
will be illumined with the light of God’s presence
and rule. And the soul will taste the rest and
the bliss of knowing that it is every moment
encircled and watched over by God’s will, that
nothing can separate it from the Love of which
the will is the expression. Happy the Christian
who receives everything in Providence as the will
of His Father.

There is, next, the will of God’s righteous Pre-
cepts. Every command of our Father in heaven
is a ray of the Divine will, radiant, to the eye
that can see it, with all the perfection of the
Divine nature. It comes as a proof of the
Divine condescension, tenderly accommodating
itself to our feebleness, as it puts the Divine
will into human words, suited to our special
capacity and circumstances. We all naturally
connect the rays of light on earth with the sun
from which they come. The more the Christian
learns to link every precept with the Infinite
Will of Love whence it comes, the more will he
see the nobility and the joy of a life of entire
obedience, the privilege and the honour of carry-
ing out in human forms the perfect will of the
Father in heaven. He then learns to say of
God’s precepts what first appeared too high:
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They are the rejoicing of my heart. And, Thy
will be done, as in heaven, becomes the secret
inspiration of a glad fulfilment of all God’s com-
mands.

Then comes—zthe will of God’'s precious Promises.
We often fail in the power of grasping or holding
some promise, of which we fain would have the
comfort, because we deal with it as a fragment,
and do not connect it with the great whole of
God’s blessed will for us. Let every believer
seek earnestly to realise what God’s will in His
promises is. It is His determination to do a
certain thing, His engagement to do it for or in
me, if I will trust Him. Behind the promise
there is the faithful Almighty God waiting to
fulfil it. What a strength it would give in
prayer, what a confidence in expectation, to be
quiet, and trace the promise to the Living Will,
the Loving Heart, that wills to make it true to
everyone that yields himself in trust and de-
pendence. As, Thy will be done, in view of
God’s Providence, was the language of a glad
submission, in view of His Precepts, the surrender
to a full obedience, so here, in relation to the
Promises, it becomes the song of an assured hope.
Thy Will will be done, by Thyself in us, O our
Father in heaven.
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One thought more—there is the will of God’s
Eternal Purpose. Our view of God's will in His
Providence, His Precepts, His Promises, is often
very much confined to ourselves. The believer,
who through these longs to enter fully into all
the will of God, will be led on into a wider and
a deeper insight into the glory of its counsels.
He will learn something of that Great Purpose
which filled the heart of God from Eternity,
which reveals nothing less than the triumph of
God’s Redeeming Love in a world of sin. As
he is led by the Holy Spirit into the great
counsels of redemption, into the meaning of the
sacrifice by which God has sought to accomplish
them, of the patience with which He is working
out His plans, and the final triumph which is so
sure and so glorious, he feels how little he has
realised his position or the meaning of this
prayer. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on
earth! becomes the expression of his fellowship
with God in His wondrous carrying out of His
everlasting counsel of grace, of his intercession
on behalf of a perishing world, of his joyful
anticipation of all flesh seeing the glory of God.
He feels himself as a mote floating in the sun-
light of God's presence. He knows himself an
instrument, a vessel, a member of the body of
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Christ, through which God’s glory is working
out His perfect will.

Believer, come and listen. This prayer needs
your whole heart. It needs the teaching, yea,
the indwelling of Jesus Christ in the heart, to
be able to pray it aright. It calls for a heart,
a will, a life, entirely given up to the Father in
heaven, by His Spirit dwelling in us, to under-
.stand it aright. Let the glory of God doing His
will in us and through us be met by nothing
less than a will wholly given up to do His will
on earth as it is done in heaven. Study how
God’s will is done in heaven. Yield yourself to
do it even so on earth.



CHAPTER II

Doing Gov’s TWill, the Way to Heaben.

¢¢ Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the will of My Father
which is in heaven.”—MarT. vii, 21.

have seen that the will of God constitutes

the glory of heaven. Heaven is nothing
but the unhindered manifestation of the working of
God’s will, the outshining of His hidden glory in
what He does. The inhabitants of heaven owe all
their glory to God’s working His will of love in
_them, and all their happiness to their working it
out in His service. The petition in the Lord’s
Prayer teaches us to long and ask that earth may
become like heaven, and that His will may be done
here even as there. From this truth that of our
text follows naturally. The only way to be fit to
enter heaven must be, to do the will of God here
on earth. - Every thought of heaven that does nmot
lead us to do the will of God is a vain imagination.

There are multitudes of Christians who have
8
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never seen this. They think that the way to
heaven is found in pious desires and religious
duties, in trusting Christ for mercy, and seeking to
be kept from gross sin. But the thought that Christ
puts here—that only those who love to do the will of
God can enter heaven—has never taken possession
of their mind or heart. And yet our Lord makes
the difference between the religion of prayer and
profession, and the religion of obedience and perform-
ance, as plain as words can makeit. Not every one
that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord—that prays to Me
and professes to acknowledge and honour Me as
Saviour; but he that doeth the will of My Father
in heaven—he alone shall enter the kingdom of
heaven. It is the Father’s presence and the Father’s
will in heaven that makes heaven what it is: doing
the Father’s will on earth is the only conceivable
way of entering heaven: nothing else can give the
capacity for enjoying it. There must always be
harmony between a life and its environment. To
enter the heaven of God’s will, without a nature
that loves and does God’s will, is an impossibility.
But whence then comes the terrible mistake that
so many make, who think that they are honestly
longing and striving to get to heaven? Let us
try and answer this question. In everything that
exists there is an outward form or shape, in which
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it manifests itself, and an inward power or life
which constitutes its true nature or being. It is
thus with heaven and our thought of it. Men
regard it as a place full of brightness and glory
and happiness—free from all sorrow or pain, full
of all that can give rest and joy. And who would
not wish to enter there? The most worldly hope
to find a place in it when compelled to leave the
present life. But they never think that what
attracts them is only an external image they form of
heaven. And they know not that what constitutes
the actual, essential glory of heaven, what really
gives heaven and its inhabitants their rest and joy
and everlasting song, is—the Presence of the Father
who is in heaven, and the undisturbed supremacy
of His Holy Will. Because in heaven God’s will
does everything, and is done by everyone, God’s
own blessedness fills all. Oh, the folly of think-
ing of entering heaven while they are utterly
incapable of enjoying heaven! The Father in.
heaven, and His will on earth as in heaven, are
not the desire or joy of their heart.

The same error, in mistaking the outward for
the inward, is made in regard to religion. God’s
word calls us to seek and to strive, to listen to
God’s truth, to pray and believe, to forsake sin and
follow after that which is good. And so men seek
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to put their trust in Christ, to confess Him, and
do many things in His name, and think that this
is religion. And all the while they forget that
the inner spiritual reality of true religion is this—
the knowing, and loving, and doing of the Father's
will as their one desire and delight. They know
not that it is to work this that Jesus is a Saviour
from sin; that this is the only proof that our
faith is true; that by this path alone can the
entrance to heaven be found.

‘When this is preached, many a one comforts
himself with the thought of God’s mercy. Did
not Christ just come for those who had sinned,
and had not done Gods will? He did indeed,
blessed be God! But not for those who continue
in sin, and do not make the will of God the object
of their life. Our sin and misery was that we had
fallen out of the will of God into our own will and
the will of Satan. Christ came with the one object
of redeeming us from the power of our own will,
and giving us a new nature and His Holy Spirit,
to enable us here on earth to love and do God’s
will. Without this, our Lord assures us, there can
be no thought of our entering heaven. The same
righteous grace that in Justification receives the
ungodly into favour without works, through faith
alone, for the sake of Christ and His work, will in



12 THY WILL BE DONE

the great day take the works and the life into
account as the proof of the reality of faith and
union to Christ, and of the fitness for entering
heaven. As we are saved without works, we are
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
afore prepared that we should walk in them.
Without these there can be no entrance into
heaven; they are indispensable. The Master’s
words are plain and decisive: He that doeth the
will of My Father in heaven, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven. (Study carefully Matt. xvi. 27,
xxv. 31-46 ; Rom. ii. 6—7; 2 Cor. v. 10.)

Christ came from heaven to show us that doing
the will of the Father is the one mark of a son of
God, and to save us into doing that will. True con-
version is turning away from our self-will and giving
ourselves to the will of God as our duty and our
only blessedness. I ask every believer who reads
this to inquire, and say whether he thinks that
the doing of the Father's will, as the one object
of Christ’s salvation, and the one preparation for
entering heaven, has taken the place in his life
and faith and conduct, that it had in the life and
conduct and teaching of Jesus Christ. Read the
question over again, and pause; it is worth while
giving a careful answer.

All salvation on earth or in heaven is—doing
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the will of God. If we find that this blessed
truth has never shone with its full heavenly light
into our souls, let us at once turn to our Lord
Jesus and ask Him to teach us. Let us give
ourselves up to it, to study, to believe, to practice,
to rejoice in it. Let us each day choose the will
of God, His whole will, and nothing but His will,
to have rule over us and dwell within us. The
living Father, whose love can make it our blessed-
ness, through the living Christ, who loves to teach
it us and work it in us, will enable us to do His
will



CHAPTER IIL
DBoing God’s T, our nion With Fesus.

““ Whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven,
the same is My brother, and sister, and mother.” —MaATT. xii. 50.

OW many Christians there are who long
greatly for a more intimate fellowship with

the Lord Jesus. The thought of a fuller experi-
ence of His love, of His abiding presence, of His
mighty power to save from sin and self, greatly
attracts them. They often wonder that the
longings and the prayers of years appear to avail
so little. They are ready to turn to anyone who
they think can help them to discover the secret of
what they have sought in vain, the full manifesta-
tion in their heart of the love and the power of
Christ. Come, my reader, turn to-day to our
Blessed Lord Himself, and let Him tell you His
open secret. The way into the most intimate union
with Christ is very simple: doing the will of His
Father. Of one who does this He says: The same

is My brother, and sister, and mother.
14



DOING GOD’S WILL, OUR UNION WITH JESUS 15

What does this mean? A brother or a sister is
one who is born of the same fathcr, shares the
same love, and home, and care; bears in some
measure the same likeness in disposition and
character; is bound to his other brothers and
sisters by these ties in a common love and inter-
course. When Christ calls one of us a brother or
sister, it means nothing less. Like Him we are
born of God; the Father’s life, and love, and like-
ness are in us, as in Him. As the Elder Brother,
He gives to us and shares with us all He has; He
pours out on us all the love with which the Father
loves Him. He is not ashamed to call us brethren.
He delights in our relationship to Him, in our
welfare, in our society. He only lives to find His
happiness in us, and in what He can do for us.
The one thing He longs for is that we should
know and claim our relationship, should come to
Him and be free with Him as no brother or sister
ever was.

Let us pray for the quickening of the Holy
Spirit to make all this a reality. Just think of
what a joy would come into the believer’s life if he
truly realised this: Jesus loves me as a brother,
yes me, just as I am, all unworthy and sinful. He
loves me as a brother. No elder brother ever
watched over a weak younger brother so tenderly
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as my Elder Brother watches over me. He wants
me to know it. He gives the command: “Say to
My brethren, I ascend to My Father and your
Father.” He wants me to know it; He longs that
I should live with Him as a brother in the Father’s
presence ; He is able and willing to make the pos-
sibility a reality. He invites us to come and say
in tender reverence, O my Holy Elder Brother—I
dare scarce say, and yet I may and I will—I am
Thy brother ; Thou art my Brother. He can enable
us to realise it, and abide in His presence all the
day and every day.

And what is the disposition of heart that can
claim the blessing and abide in it. Read -again:
“ Whosoever shall do the will of My Father which
is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and
mother.” The Lord opens here to us the deepest
secret of His own life as Son of God on earth. He
came as man to prove the blessedness and the glory
of doing the will of the Father. In His human life
this was the one disposition that lay at the root of
His power to conquer sin, to satisfy God, and to
save us. Doing the will of God 1is the only possible
way, on earth or in heaven, of pleasing Him.

Thinking as God thinks, loving what God loves,
willing as God wills, doing what God says—how
could we think that there is any way but this to
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the fellowship or the favour of God. Of Himself
Jesus said: “I have kept the commandments of My
Father, and abide in His love.” The law for the
Elder Brother is the unchangeable law for all the
children: doing the Father’s will is the only true
mark of being a child. And so it is the one con-
dition of being admitted to the full experience of a
walk in all the joy that the Brotherhood of Jesus
can bring. Doing the will of the Father is the
bond of union with Jesus. )

The converse is also true. Union with Jesus
gives the power to do the will of the Father. We
begin with “ willing to do His will,” and do it as
far as we know and can. When this is really done
with the whole heart, we come and claim the
promise of being admitted consciously into the love
and society of the Elder Brother. In true inter-
course with Him, studying His example, drinking
in His Spirit, receiving His strength, we get larger
insight and greater love of God’s will, and begin to
long to live in it wholly even as Jesus did. And
so we go from strength to strength, the doing the
will fitting for the brother-life, and the brother-life
fitting for the doing of the will. In ever closer
union with Him, the Elder Brother imparts to us,
in ever deeper measure, the secret of His own
blessed life in the will of God.
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And what is that secret? It is found in the
words our Lord so frequently uses—the will of
My Father which is in heaven.” Christ was only
able to do and suffer as He did, because it was all
to Him each moment the will of a loving Father.
The will of the Father was nothing but the ex-
perience of the love of the Father: therefore He
delighted, therefore He was able, to do it. Many
Christians never learn to understand the difference
between the Law of God and the Will of God. The
law is given by a Ruler, and when embodied in a
statute book may be kept or broken, with very
little thought of personal relationship to the Law-
giver. For this reason the Law has no power to
secure obedience. Christ speaks of the Will as the
Will of the Father—the expression of a personal
living communication, in which the Father’s voice
and presence is ever known, and the Will never for
a moment separated from Him whose it is. It was
the ever-present Love of God showing His will, and
the ever-blessed enjoyment of that Love, that
enabled Christ to be obedient even unto death. It
is this alone can enable us to do the Father’s will.
The grace once for all to yield ourselves to do only
that will; the faith to believe that in the fellow-
ship and by the power of Christ such a life is
possible; the joyful devotion to Him to walk as
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led by His hand, and like Him to do the Father’s
will ; these all come as a believer seeks to know
the life of a brother of the First Begotten Son.

It is indeed a change in the life of a believer,
when he fully grasps and experiences the difference
between the Law of God and the Will of the
Father. He sees how the only power to do the will
is the unceasing experience of the Father's presence,
His loving voice, His guiding eye, His inspiring
love. He sees how that was the life Jesus lived,
how nothing less is the life Christ lives in us. He
learns to understand how doing the Father’s will
is the one blessing into which faith is to lead us,
the one secret of abiding union with Christ Jesus.
Go out, my soul, into thy work this day, and
let thy life be transfigured by the one thought:
Like Jesus, with Jesus, in Jesus I live to do the
Father’s will. And as you fail, or fear to fail, just
whisper: “ O my Lord, my Elder Brother, Thou and
I, Thou and I, are we not one in doing the Father’s
will.”



CHAPTER 1V,

Poing Gov’s TWill, our Foov,

“1 have meat to eat that ye know not of. My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent Me, and to accomplish His work.”—
JomN iv. 32, 34,

HEN tempted in the wilderness by Satan to
satisfy His hunger by a miracle, Christ
answered: Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God. The life is more than bread. God’s
word, received and obeyed, is the true nourish-
ment of our life. In the Beatitudes Christ spake:
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after
righteousness—after the doing of what is right;
they shall be satisfied. And so He says here of
Himself that to do the will of Him that sent
Him, and to accomplish His work, is the meat that
He eats, the food by which He lives. The hidden
manna is God’s will; to do it is to eat and live.
Let us think what this eating teaches us.
Eating means the maintenance of Ilife. — All
20
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created life must be supported by nourishment
from without, if it is not to die. And the food
must ever be in correspondence to the nature of
the life it sustains, and the organs provided for
receiving it. Our physical life is fed from the
life of nature. Our spiritual life can only be
maintained out of the eternal life that is in
God. There is no way for our receiving that life
day by day but by doing the will of God. The
life of God reveals and communicates itself only
in His will. In its first beginning life is always
a gift. But its maintenance is always connected
with action and growth. It is doing God’s will,
and accomplishing His work, that will secure to
the Christian the daily continuance in the Divine
life.

Eating means appropriation.—Our body receives
from the outer world, of which it is a part,
that by which it lives, the constituent elements by
which its life is sustained. These can nourish us
in no other way but by being taken up into our
system, assimilated and made a very part of our
own selves. Even so in the spiritual life. As
we have said already, the life of God acts and
manifests itself through the will of God. And it
is only by truly and fully appropriating that will,
taking it into our system, wholly assimilating it,
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and making it a part of our own being, by doing
i, that the life can be maintained in us. The
life is a hidden spiritual mystery; the will is its
concrete expression, capable of being known, and
accepted or rejected. And because the will is the
Divine power in action, so there is no possible way
of assimilating the Divine will but by action on
our part, that is, by our doing it. It is mnot the
knowledge, or the admiration, or the approval of
the will of God, but the doing of it that alone feeds
the heavenly life. It is only by doing that I
really make it my own. “ My meat is to do His
will.”

Eating means the renewal and increase of strength.
—We do not eat just enough to maintain a
bare existence; we desire to have food, both in
quantity and quality, sufficient to give us strength
and vigour for our work. Doing God’'s will is the
sure way to become strong. Many Christians seek
their strength in prayer, in faith, in the promises, .
in fellowship. They complain of their feebleness.
They have never learnt that Christ made doing the
will of the Father His meat; it was this that was
rewarded with the Divine strength for all He had
to do. He felt that He had but one thing to do in
the world—to accomplish the work for which God
had sent Him; as He did it He received new
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strength for what He still had to do. It is this
His disciples need. The whole power of God works
in His will. As I appropriate that will, and know
I am doing the very thing God is willing for me,
its powers work in me. Doing the will of God
brings heavenly strength.

Eating means satisfaction—God has so created
us that a sense of need, of hunger, impels us to
seek food, and makes our partaking of it an enjoy-
ment and a source of satisfaction. “ Bless the Lord,
who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that
thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” “He satis-
fieth the hungry soul” It is feeding on the will of
God that gives this Divine satisfaction. The will
of God is His glory and perfection; doing that will
leads up into a wonderful fellowship and partner-
ship with Himself. But that means more than
just doing what is right or keeping the law.
No, the right things may be done under the con-
straint of conscience or duty without bringing real
satisfaction, It is only when what we do is done
as the will of the Father, in the sense of His pre-
sence, in fellowship with Himself, and the loving
desire to please Him, that it will give nourishment
and strength and satisfaction to the soul.

There are many Christians who mourn over their
leanness and their feebleness. They study Christ’s
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image and example, they seek in some things to be
conformed to Him, and yet find so little either of
the power or the joy of living as He lived. The
cause is simple. They do not feed on the food
on which Christ fed. Two children, or two men,
may be equally healthy, but the difference of food
may make all the difference between their strength
and success in the work of life. The believer has
the same eternal life that was in Christ Jesus.
But it needs the same daily food if there is to be
any measure of that conformity which God expects
and has provided for. Our Lord tells us: My meat
18 that I do the will of Him that sent Me. He that
eats of this meat shall have the life more abundant,
shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness.

And what can be the reason of so much failure
in feeding on this heavenly food ? It may be that
the Church has not taught it as clearly as was
needed. Or that we heard and heeded not. Or
that when we did heed, we were deceived by the
lie of Satan that this was too hard a path. And
yet the Lord has said it so plainly: The will of
God is the glory of heaven; the doing of God’s
will ought to be our great prayer on earth. The
doing of God’s will is the only pass to heaven,
the only mark of the family likeness in the home
of Jesus. The doing of God’s will the only food
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on which a child of God can thrive and be able
to accomplish the work the Father has given us
to do. The doing of God’s will our daily food ; we
must go back upon our past life and see if this
has been what we have been feeding on. And if
not, we must believe that a change of diet, a return
to the simple, heavenly fare on which the Son of
God lived His life and did His work, will restore
us to health and make the work of God our joy
and our life.

Soul ! pray for a great hunger for the will of
God, as natural and as continual as for your daily
bread. Beg, even if it were at first but for a
crumb of this heavenly bread from the Father’s
table, God showing you His will for you, and
enabling you to do it for Him. It may be the
beginning of such a change in your life. The
work you have done for God, at your choice and
in your way, and the commandments you have
tried to obey, may all become to you the loving
will of the living Father, living fellowship with
the living God. Instead of eating the bread you
had to find yourself, you will say: “I have meat
to eat ye know not of "—the will of the Father
made known and performed day by day.



CHAPTER V.
The T of drod, the Salbation of the Perishing.

“Even so it i3 not the will of your Father which is in heaven,
that one of these little ones should perish.”—MATT. xviii. 14.

UR Lord Jesus here uses the words,  little ones,”
both of the children of whom He spoke in
verses 2 and 3, and also of the feeble and simple
ones among His people: “The little ones who believe
in Me” (verse 6). He says that just as surely as a
man rejoices over one lost sheep, that he has found
again, so the Father does not will that any one,
even of the feeblest and most despised, should
perish. "When our Lord spoke elsewhere of His
doing the Father’s will, it was specially the will of
God to save the lost that He meant: “I am come
down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the
will of Him that sent Me. And this s the will of
Him that sent Me, that of all that which He giveth
Me I should lose nothing. For this is the will of
My Father, that every one that beholdeth the Son,
26
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and believeth on Him, should have eternal life.”
The will of the Father is the salvation of men.
All the leadings of God’s will, down to the minutest
details of the life of every hour, have their root in
this great fountain of redeeming love: that not even
one of the little ones should perish, Christ’s
coming down from heaven, all His speaking and doing,
His living and suffering and dying, it all had its
unity in this: it was the revelation of God’s will
to save, and of Christ’s surrender of Himself to do
that will in saving all the Father had given
Him.

When we yield ourselves to do the Father’s will,
must the will of God for the salvation of men be to
us, a8 it was to Christ, the main object of our life,
the one thing we do? It must indeed. The life
that was in Christ is the same life that is in us.
The glory of the Father; the blessedness of being
the channels of the Father’s love; the entire
surrender to the one work the Father wants done
in the world,—all these claim our devotion as much
as they did that of Christ. There is an infinite
difference in the part He took and the part we are
- to take in carrying out that will: but the will itself
is to be as much the joy and the aim of our life as
it was of His. The larger our apprehension of God’s
will, and the more complete our surrender to it in
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all its breadth, to be wholly possessed of it, the
more surely will we grow to the stature of the
perfect man in Christ Jesus, and reach our Christian
maturity.

It is just here that so many Christians fail.
They seek to know the will of God only in its
minute details concerning themselves, and so they
live practically under a law consisting in command-
ments and ordinances. Their own personal happiness
is the first thing; obedience and sanctification are
subordinate to these, as means to an end; the
gelfish element infects and enfeebles all their
religion. They have no conception of the nobility,
of the heavenly royalty of spirit, that comes to the
man who forgets and loses himself, as he gives
himself away to that will of God for the salvation
of men. It was that will sent Christ into the
world. It was that will animated Him during His
whole life. It was for the breathing that will into
our hearts and lives that the Holy Spirit came. It
is in the being possessed by that will, even as Christ
was possesed by it, yielding ourselves to the mastery
of Divine Love, that the image of God is restored
in us, so that we may live only to love and to bless,
even as God does.

“It is not the will of your Father which is in
heaven that one of these little ones should perish.”
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What inspiration these words have given to God’s
workers on behalf of orphans, of waifs and strays,
of children in India perishing from famine, or in
Africa from slavery! What courage to thousands
of teachers for the little ones of whom they had
charge! What patience and strength it has breathed
into the hearts of those who have had to deal with
the neglected and the outcast in every land! It
was their joy and hope that they knew that they
were doing the will of God. Yea, more, they knew
that the mighty will of God was working itself out
through them. These all have experienced how
blessed it was at times to look away from their own
little and limited interests and duties, and to cast
themselves into that mighty stream of God’s loving
will, which is slowly but surely working out His
blessed purpose. There they found themselves in
fellowship with God’s own son, and with the saints
of all ages, whose one glory it had been that they
had known and fulfilled the redeeming will of God.

What a change it would bring into the life of
many a believer to know and love this will of the
Father, to lose self, and sacrifice all in order to be
mastered and consumed by its blessed fire! If you
would thus know it, reader, and be possessed by it,
you must make it a definite object of study and
desire. Seek in meditation to get some right
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impression of its glory. Ask for the Holy Spirit's
teaching to give you a spiritual vision of the infinite
energy of the Divine Love, as it wills nothing but
good to every one of its creatures. It needs time
and thought and prayer; it needs the giving up of
all our self-satisfaction with our limited views of God’s
will ; it needs an opened, thirsty heart longing to
be filled with the fulness of God and His will, if we
are in our measure to have this will of love dwell
in us and possess us. It needs above all, the
indwelling of the Christ, in whom that will realised
and manifested itself, to make us partakers of His
own Spirit and disposition. We then can know
something of that infinite will of love working
itself out through us, filling the little vessel of our
will out of its own living stream, and making the
will of God indeed our will.

We have seen that it is doing the will of God
that is the glory of heaven, the way to heaven, our
likeness to the Elder Brother, and the food of our
spiritual life. Let us begin doing the will of God
in this aspect too, really giving ourselves to Him
for this saving of the lost. It will waken within
us the capacity of apprehending better the glory
of the Divine will that none of the little ones
should perish, and the Divine privilege of our being
made partakers of it. There is no other way for
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us to the fellowship of God but to have one will
with Him. And there is no way to this but
through Christ and the participation of His Spirit.
As we apprehend intelligently who and what the
Christ is, and His true life, the Son come and given
up to work out the Father’s will and love, and
accept none other but this Christ as our Lord and
our life, the hope will arise that this redeeming
will can master us too as its vessels and channels,
that we too can go through the world filled with a
Divine life, the Divine will inspiring and energising
our will, and life passing out from us to those who
are perishing,



CHAPTER VL

Dot Mine Oon WL,

“I can of Myself do nothing: as I hear, I judge; and My
judgment is righteous; because I seek mot Mine own will,
but the will of Him that sent Me.”—JonN v. 30.

HE will of God is the power by which the
universe exists from moment to moment. It

is by the unceasing active exercise of His will that
the sun shines, and that every lily is clothed with
beauty. There is no goodness, or strength, or
beauty, but as He wills it. The glory and blessed-
ness of heaven are nothing but the working of His
will. The hosts of heaven live with their wills
turned and opened to Him, and find their happi-
ness in allowing His will to do its perfect work in
them. When the Blessed Son became man to lead
us in the way to God, He told us that the whole
secret of His life was, not doing His own will, but
yielding Himself so to do the will of the Father,
that His will should receive and work out that

which the will of the Father worked in Him. He
82
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said that He had been sent, and that He had
delighted to come, for the one purpose, with His
human will and His human body, to do not His
own will, but the will of the Father. He set us
the example of a man, a true man, finding His
blessedness and His way to God's glory in the
absolute surrender to God’s wilL. He thus showed
us what the destiny was for which man was created,
and what the new life He was to bring His people.
In such entire dependence on God, as to do nothing
of Himself, and to judge nothing but as He heard
from the Father, He was able always to give a
righteous judgment. He could count upon God
to give Him all the wisdom and the strength He
needed, to work out His own will perfectly in Him.
All for the one simple reason: “ Because I seek not
Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me.”

“Not Mine own will, but the will of Him that
sent Me!” But had our Lord Jesus an own will,
a will different from the Father’s, that He needed
to say: Not My will? Had He a will that needed
to be denied ? Undoubtedly. But was not such a
will sin? By no means. Just this was the glory
of the creation of man, that he had a self-hood, an
own will, a power of self-determination, by which
he was to decide what he should be. This was not
sin, that man had his own desire and thought and

3
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will. Without this he could not be a free creature,
He had a will with which to decide whether he
should act according to the will of God or not.
Sin only came when man held to his own will as
creature in opposition to the will of God. As man,
made like unto us in all things, “in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin,” Christ
had a human will; for instance, to eat when He
was hungry, or to shrink from suffering when He
saw it coming. We know how in the temptation
in the wilderness He kept the former, in the
prospect of His death the latter, in perfect sub-
jection to the Father's will. (Matt. iv. 4; Luke
xil. 50; John xii. 27.) It is just this that gives
its infinite worth to His sacrifice; it was the
unceasing sacrifice of His human will to the
Father. “I seek not Mine own will, but the will
of Him that sent Me.”

These words reveal to us the inmost meaning of
Christ’s redemption. They teach us what the life
. is for which we were created, and out of which we
fell in Paradise. They show us wherein the sinful-
ness of that fallen state consists out of which Christ
came to deliver us: He seeks to free us from our
self-will. They reveal to us the true creature-life
and the true Son-life, perfect oneness of will with
God’s will. They open to us the secret power of
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Christ’s redeeming work—atoning for our self-will
by His loyalty at all costs to God’s will; and the
true nature of the salvation and the life He gives
us—the will and the power to say: I delight to
do Thy will, O God. Every spirit seeks a form in
which to embody itself: these words give the
highest revelation of the life in which the Spirit
that was in Christ embodied itself in Him, and
embodies itself in all who seek truly and fully to
accept His salvation to the uttermost. I seek not
My will, but the will of Him that sent Me, is the
keynote of the only life that is well-pleasing to
the Father on earth, and fits for His fellowship in
heaven.

How little God’s children know the Christ He
has given them. And how little the true nature of
the salvation Christ came to bring. How many
there are who have never been taught that salva-
tion out of self-will into doing God’s will is alone
true blessedness. And how many who, if they
think they know it as a truth, never set them-
selves to seek this first as the true entrance into
the kingdom of God and His righteousness. And
yet this is in very deed what Christ revealed and
promised, what He secured on Calvary and
bestowed from heaven in the Holy Ghost. How
can we become possessed of this blessed life ?
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I have pointed out previously how great the
difference is between the idea of the law of a
State, as contained in a statute book, and the will
of a King to whom one stands in a personal
relationship. If we would truly, however distantly,
follow in Christ's footsteps, we must stand with
Him in the same close personal relationship to the
Father. Without this, the most earnest efforts to
do the Father’s will must prove a failure. When
our Lord so often spoke of “ The will of My Father,
which is in heaven,” He wanted us to understand
that it was the living personality and love that was
at once motive and power for the obedience. 'When
He spoke “of the will of Him that sent Me,” He
showed that it was not only the consciousness of
having a work, but the desire of pleasing the One
who sent Him, that was the mainspring of all He
did. We need the sense of the presence and nearness
of the God whose will we are to do as much as our
Lord did. Separate the thing you have to do from
Him whose will it is, and it becomes a burden and
an impossibility. Live in the faith that He has
sent you, that it is His living, loving will, over
which He watches, which He Himself even works
out, that you are doing—instead of its being a
burden you are to carry, it becomes a power that
carries you. The will of the Father is such a
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beautiful, wise, gentle, loving will, that to know
it as the breathing out of the heart of God makes
it an infinite attraction and delight.

And how can we enter into this experience of
the Father’s nearness, and thus be able to do
everything as His will? There is only one way.
Jesus Christ must work it in us. And that not
as from without, strengthening our faculties or
assisting our efforts. No, this blessed doing of
the Father’s will is the mark of His life as Son.
He can work it in us, as we yield ourselves wholly
and receive Him truly to dwell in us. It is right
and needful that we should set ourselves with all
earnestness and make the attempt. It is only by
its failure that we really learn how entirely He
must and will do all. So inseparably is this
“ geeking not Mine own will, but the will of Him
that sent Me,” connected with Jesus Christ, that
it is only when He comes in and manifests Him-
self in the heart and dwells there, that He can
work this full salvation in us. “Blessed are they
that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they
shall be filled.”



CHAPTER VIIL

Boing the Way to Knoboing.

“If any man willeth to do His will he shall know of the teach-
ing, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of Myself.”—
JORN vii. 17,

HERE was great division among the Jews as to
who Christ really was, and the Divine
authority of the truth He taught. They wanted
some sign as a clear proof that He was really
come from God. Christ’s answer tells them
that the proof depended upon the state of their
heart.

A man who wants the Divine evidence of
Christ’s mission, while he is not ready to do God’s
will, seeks for it in vain. A man whose will is set
upon doing God’s will, as far as he knows it, is
alone in the fit state for receiving further Divine
illumination,

Our Lord says: “If any man willeth to do His
will, he shall know of the teaching whether it be of
God.” He speaks of two things: the will of God

88
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we are to do, and the teaching about God we are
to know. He tells us the second is entirely
dependent upon the first. As we will to do, we
shall be able to know. It is the contrast and the
connection of precept and promise. Will, that is,
be ready, be determined to do God’s will, and you
shall have Divine light and certainty as to all that
Jesus has taught. The commands are simple and
easy to be understood: he that seeks honestly to
do them in the fear of God will learn to know the
mystery of Christ. A will, a disposition set upon
doing God’s will, is the only organ for knowing
God’s truth.

There are many Christians who complain of
their lack of spiritual discernment. The promises
of Christ in this very Gospel of St. John appear
beyond their reach. They would fain know that
“the teaching is of God”; they would like to
experience and to feel that it is of Divine origin,
and in Divine efficacy; that God Himself confirms
and makes the words true as a living power. Take
the promise of Christ in this chapter, of streams of
living water flowing out of the believer. Or, later
on, of the life more abundantly; of his followers
not walking in darkness, but having the light of
life; of our doing greater works than He had done;
of His manifesting Himself to us; of His and the
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Father’s dwelling in us; of our abiding in Him and
He in us; of our asking what we will, and having
it given to us. When a man really knows the
teaching is from God, has the truth and power of
God in it, it becomes easy to believe it, and receives
its fulfilment. To all believers who really long to
have these promises shine with Divine light in their
hearts, Christ’s message comes to-day: it all
depends upon the one thing, that you really will to
do the will of God. Let us try and take hold of
the lessons we need.

Christ teaches ws that in the growth of the
Christian life faith depends upon character. Just
as, at conversion, there can be no faith without
repentance, so on through life faith cannot grow or
inherit the promises without a life given up to the
doing of God’s will. “Some having thrust from
them a good conscience, have made shipwreck of
the faith.” The great reason why so many pray for
an increase of faith and never get it, is that “the
will to do God’s will ” has never taken the place it
must have. The will rules the life; the will is the
index of the heart ; the whole man is to be judged
by the will; unless there be a fixed resolve, a seek-
ing with the whole will to do the will of God,
there can be no growth in faith or the knowledge
of the Divine truth to which it gives access. It
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18 only as God’s will i3 truly and fully taken up into
my willing and doing that God can reveal Himself
to me.

God judges of our conduct by the will. Our
Lord says: “ If any man willeth to do His will.” A
believer may in his youth, through ignorance or
feebleness, fail in doing the will; if He who
searches the heart sees that he indeed wills,
longs, and thirsts to do it, God will see in this
the heart that is ready for spiritual light. “If
there first be a ready mind, it is accepted accord-
ing to that a man hath, and not according to
that he hath not” A believer, as in Rom. vii,
may be able to say before God that he delights
in the law of God after the inward man, and
yet have to mourn his terrible failure. If there
be this will really to do, his failure will lead
him on to see how Rom. viii. 2—4 is the deliver-
ance from the law of sin in the members
by the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus, so that the righteousness of the law is
fulfilled in them that walk after the Spirit.
Christ’s words are not meant for those who content
themselves with the idea that they will to do the
will while they do not press on to the life in the
Spirit in which God works both to will and to do.
It is the heart where the will is indeed, with its
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whole strength, set upon God’s will, that the Divine
truth and power of Christ’s teaching will be known.
To do the will of God, the first step is thus to take
it up into our will. The will of God is the
heavenly treasure in the earthen vessel of our will
that the excellency of the power may be of God
and not of us, and we so learn to trust God to work
His own will in us and through us. I cannot
repeat the message too frequently or too earnestly :
the one object for which our will was given us, its
true nobility and blessedness, is that with it we
might take in and make our own the very will that
God has. Ere ever I see all that that will implies,
or feel that I have the power to perform it, let
me regard it as the one thing God asks from
me, the one thing I can do to please Him and
become a partaker of His blessedness—day by
day to accept, to worship, to will His blessed
will, and to do it. He works in us both to will
and to do.

“ Willing to do the will” of God s the sure
way to all growth in spiritual knowledge and
experience. Actually doing all that is within the
reach of my spiritual stature, and willing with
the whole heart to do all that still appears beyond
me, is the single eye which ensures the whole
body being full of Divine light. The great reason

.
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why so much Bible study and prayer for Divine
guidance is so fruitless is this—the heart is not in
the right state for receiving God’s teaching. Peter
writes: “ Ye have purified your souls in obedience
to the truth ”: it is the actual doing of God’s will,
with the entire surrender to God to do it wholly
and unceasingly, in the greatest things and in the
least, that purifies the soul and inherits the promise,
“ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God.” There is in the will of God such a
Divine vitality and energy that to the heart that
wills and does it, not merely as a matter of
duty or Christian training, but because God
has willed it, and even as God wills it, it
becomes life and strength. The spiritual know-
ledge of God, of His presence, His power, His
indwelling is given to the obedient: “ If a man
love Me, ke will keep My word, and My Father
will love him, and We will come unto him, and
make Our abode with him.”

Here 13 the way to a strong and joyful spiritual
life. Unite thyself to the will of God; it will
unite thee to Him, it will draw Him to thee.
Will, with all thy will, what God wills ; make this
the chief exercise of thy spiritual life ; as much as
thou truly hast of God’s will thou hast of God.
Our Lord said: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the
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Life.” He was this because He came not to do
His own will, but the will of the Father. This is
the one way in which He will lead thee, the new
and living way He opened up in His blood by doing
God’s will. This is the one truth He will be to
thee, that in the doing of the Father’s will is the
union with Him perfected. This is the one life
He will give thee, the life of God given in Christ,
revealed and perfected by the will of God, as it is
willed and done by us.




CHAPTER VIIL

Ehen unto the Meath,

¢‘Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me ; never-
theless, not My will, but Thine be done.”—LukE xxii. 42,

ETHSEMANE! The inmost sanctuary of the
life of our Lord and of His great redemption.

In some respects more mysterious than even
Calvary, Of the visible suffering and sacrifice
on the Cross, the garden opens up the inner
meaning and power. And of all the suffering of
Gethsemane, “Not My will, but Thine be done”
was the key. It shows us what the sin was
that made the great sacrifice a necessity, our self-
will; what the disposition was that gave the sacrifice
its worth, the surrender of the will to receive God’s
will; what the redemption was that it effected,
the conquest and atonement of our self-will; and
what the salvation it actually brings, the imparta-
tion of a will given up to God. Come, my soul,
be still, and worship in holy fear, as thou seest
what it cost thy Lord to speak the words thou

45
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. so easily sayest. Learn from Him what fulness of
meaning and blessing there is to be found in them.

The sin Christ dies for—Why is the Son of
God here on His way to the death of the Cross?
What is it that costs Him all this agony and
suffering? It is sin that needs this sacrifice; it
is to take away sin that He is here. And the
first part of His work in taking it away is that
He Himself resist and conquer it. It is this
death-struggle with sin that cost Him the agony.
All through His life He had been “tempted in
all things like as we are, yet without sin.” In
this last hour of the powers of darkness they make
one great assault on the very citadel of His being,
and seek to tempt Him with the sorest of all
temptations—following His own will as His nature
shrank back from the awful curse-bearing that was
set before Him. The scene reveals to us what is
the deepest root of all sin—the assertion of our
self-will. It was this was the sin and the fall of
Adam, It is this is the source of all evil on
earth. It is this is, in the believer, the hidden
cause of all failure and disappointment. God’s
will is the living power through which His love
communicates itself and its blessings to the crea-
ture. Man’s will was meant to be the power by
which he was intelligently to yield himself and
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co-operate with God in receiving and appropriating
all the Divine nature had to impart. Self-will, a
will not yielded to God, is, in the whole universe
of things, the only thing that hinders God in
revealing and communicating His blessedness to
the creature. The cross is the proof of man’s
self-will in the refusal to bow to God’s Son.
Christ’s agony in Gethsemane is the proof that
it is this same sin that He came to conquer and
cast out.

The wvictory Christ won—We often look upon
the suffering of Christ, with the endurance of the
curse and death of the Cross, as the cause of our
salvation. Scripture teaches us to look to what
gave that suffering and death its inner value—
Christ’s obedience. It was not merely in what
He did or suffered, but in the spirit in which He
acted, that its infinite worth, its atoning merit, is
to be found. During His whole life He had
spoken of not doing His own will. Here He
proves that He will do the will of the Father,
even though it cost Him His life. Even unto
death He says, Not My will! And so through
death, in dying to His own will, He teaches us
what God claims as His right, and what alone
can bring us to our true place of blessing—the
entire losing and giving up of our will and life



48 THY WILL BE DONE

to God’s will as the way into the life and glory
of God.

The atonement Christ accomplished.—And now,
the victory of Christ over man’s self-will, how
does it profit and save us? In two ways, as
we regard Him in His substitution or His
fellowship, as the Christ for us, as the Christ in
us. In the former of these aspects, His victory
over sin as self-will, His obedience unto death,
and His infinite acceptableness in the Father’s
sight, become ours the moment we believe in
Him. As those who are united to Him by faith,
His righteousness and merit, with all the Father’s
delight in Him on account of them, are made our
very own: “We are made the righteousness of
God in Him.” The sin of our self-will is blotted
out. We are dealt with by God as if we never
had sinned, counted righteous, and allowed to look
up to God in His Beloved Son as altogether well-
pleasing to Him. Were there but any due sense
of the awfulness of the sin of self-will, especially
in God’s redeemed children, with what joy would
the assurance of its being blotted out be welcomed.
And how fervent would be the longing to know to
the full the fruit of the victory Christ has achieved
for us in freeing us from its power as well as its
guilt.
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The salvation Christ bestows.— This is the
second aspect of Christ’s victory—He has freed
us from the dominion of self-will. The very
nature and essence of the salvation He imparts
is what was the very nature and essence of His
own life, a delight and power to do God’s will alone.
Gethsemane teaches us the way to receive the full
experience of the deliverance. Just as there was
in Christ, in His holy sinless nature, a learning of
obedience through what He suffered, until it cul-
minated in the surrender of His will unto the
death, so there may be in the believer, who seeks
to follow his Lord in full conformity, such a
growth, both in insight into the absolute necessity
of a giving up of all self-will, even in the least
things, and also in the Divine certainty of God’s
working in us, what Christ has won for us, that
he is led to know experimentally what it is that
he is crucified with Christ, and dead to self and
its will. But there can be no thought of our
understanding or attaining this, until the desire
has come to give up all, even unto death, to live
in the will of God alone.

Believer! is this the very Christ you delight in
and seek to be conformed to, and long to know more
fully in His indwelling power? In Gethsemane

He entered into the very deepest and nearest
4
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fellowship with you in surrendering His will to
the death: enter you there into the deepest and
nearest fellowship with Him in surrendering your
will as He did. Pray for the Holy Spirit to show
you how self-will is the root of all sin and temp-
tation and darkness; how the will of God can
come in and cast it out and live in you; how
faith in Christ who died to conquer our self-will,
and now waits to dwell in us, can make you
partaker of His death and victory. Learn the
lesson that death to self-will just means a quiet
bowing before God in utter poverty and helpless-
ness, and a simple trusting in the Blessed Lamb
of God, who passed through death as the only
way to the perfect surrender of His will to God’s
will, to breathe His own Spirit, and with it the
very will of God, into us.

To a soul longing to live only and wholly in
the will of God, death to all self-will is the one
inevitable demand, but also, in the faith of Christ
Jesus, the one sure and most blessed deliverance.



CHAPTER IX.

Lord! TWhat wilt Thou ?

“ And Saul, trembling and astonished, said, Lord ! what wilt
Thou have me to do P—Aots. ix. 6.

N the prayer, Thy will be done, as in heaven
80 on earth, there needs to follow the more
special one, Lord ! what wilt Thou have me to do ?
Men have often asked what was the secret of the
wonderful consecration and power which we see in
the life of Paul. At his conversion, his first act,
after he knew the Lord who had met him, was the
surrender of his will. Lord! what wilt Thou have
me to do?' That word was the beginning, the root,
the strength, the mark of his whole wonderful life.
His work was so blessed and fruitful, because he
remained faithful to the one thing: he only lived
for the will of his Lord.
There are many lessons which these words

1The R.V. omits these words. We have their substance in
Paul’s account of his conversion (Acts xxii. 10), “And I said,

‘What shall I do, Lord "
51
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suggest. . . . The Lord has a will, a life-plan for
each of us, according to which He wishes us to
live. . . . To each of us the Lord will unfold this
will or life-plan. . . . He expects us to wait on
Him for the discovery of His will both in that
which is universal, for all His people, as in that
which He wills for each one individually. . . .
When this prayer is honest and true, it implies
the whole-hearted willingness to yield ourselves
and our life to the doing of that will. . . . We
may count upon an answer to such prayer, because
God does not ask of His child more than He makes
known as His will.

These and other such-like lessons give abundant
occasion for meditation and prayer. In this chapter
I desire to ask your attention to another lesson,
apparently very simple, and yet of deep signi-
ficance, including all the others. It is what was
suggested in the opening paragraph: True conver-
sion 1s nothing but a surrender to live only to do the
will of God.

Do not say: But is not this a matter of course,
that everyone admits ? Far from it. Most Chris-
tians never have understood it. It may be that
you have never yet fully grasped it. True con-
version is the turning from my own will, so as
never to seek or do it; the surrender of my will,
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with all its strength and at all times only to seek
and do what God wills.

But am I then to have no will of my own ?
You are indeed to have a will, the stronger the
better, and to use it with all your strength for the
one great work for which God created and fitted it.
That one thing was: to accept and to will what
God wills. This is the image and likeness of God
for which man was created, the glory and the
blessedness of the life of a child of God, that He
can say: the holy, heavenly, perfect will of God is
my will. I have seen it and accepted it and made
it my own. To will and to do with all my strength
what God wills and does, this is the noblest work
the will of a creature can be engaged in. In this
is the very image and likeness of God: to will ever
as He wills. We then learn to say: How wonder-
ful, what an honour; I will always just what God
wills. Or as an old saint expressed it: I am
always happy, because I always have my own way ;
God’s will and mine are always one.

This surrender to the will of God, the key of
Paul’s conversion and of his life, is the secret of
all true conversion and true Christian living. And
it is because so many have entered the Christian
course without any apprehension of God’s demand
that they should now cease from all self-will, and
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only do His will, that they make so little progress,
that it is with them as it is written: “ They went
backwards and not forwards.” They have never
understood what Scripture says of God’s children :
they are “ born not of the will of man, but of God ”;
“it is not of him that willeth, but of God which
showeth mercy ”; “ of His own will begat He us, by
the word of truth.” The whole will of man, as his
own power, however good and religious it may be,
is shut out of the kingdom of heaven ; it has to be
denied and crucified; how much more the sinful
gelf-will. As God’s will alone brought forth the
Divine life in us, its whole growth and strength
are to be found in this alone. “My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent Me.” The great hind-
rance in the life of God 'in the soul is this ome
thing: we have not given up our will. ~When
once a child of God begins to see that here lies
the defect of his Christian life, there is no deliver-
ance until he go back upon his conversion and
admit and confess the one cause of failure. He
did not know how wutterly evil his will was, and
how entire the renunciation of it to which he was
called. When the Lord Jesus said: “ If any man
will be My disciple let him deny himself, and take
up his cross,” it meant first of all, let him deny his
own will, and crucify it.
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The will of God is our salvation, not only as it
is willed by Him, but as it is received into our
inmost being, submitted to and wrought out in
our life, truly willed by us. Because our salva-
tion rests each moment in the saving will of God,
we can have only as much of the salvation as we
accept the will. Until this is grasped, the true
reason of our failure is not understood. As the
error and the sin are heartily acknowledged, the
soul is prepared to make a new beginning, and in
the redeeming power of the Glorified Lord Jesus to
say to God, Lo, I come, as it is written in the
volume of the Book, not only for Christ, but for
each of His disciples: I delight to do Thy will, O
my God.

If T am to turn to God in a new and full
surrender to His will, it must be in a new and
full trust in what Christ can do for me. Saul’s
question, Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?
was preceded by another, out of which it was born:
Who art Thou, Lord? It was the vision of the
Son of God in His glory, it was the personal revela-
tion, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest,” that
wrought the mighty change, and made him yield
himself so readily and so entirely to the will of his
new-found Lord. We need something of the same
kind. Nothing less than a new revelation of the



56 THY WILL BE DONE

Divine authority, and the tender love of Him whom
we have grieved so long, but who now comes to
claim and to make us the faithful servants of His
will, can really enable us to say in confidence:
Lord! what wilt Thou have me to do? Speak
Lord, Thy servant will do it.

Who is ready to enter upon this path of entire
devotion to the will of God, the only true Christ-
life? The steps are simple.

Remember, the will of God is the revelation of
His hidden Divine love and blessedness, and that
the only way to know and enjoy God and His love
is to do His will.  Say therefore boldly : I may, I
will do nothing but God’s will.

Believe that in answer to the prayer, Lord!
what wilt Thou? Jesus Christ will make known
God’s will day by day; and that where He teaches
me to know it by His Spirit, He gives me strength
to do it.

And when I have said, Lord! here am I, ready
to do all Thy will, let me wait upon Him to reveal
Himself as my Redeeming Lord, who with the com-
mand gives the power: His voice, His presence,
His love compel a willing obedience. It is the
answer to the first prayer, Who art Thou, Lord ?
that prepares for the answer to the second,
Lord! what wilt Thou have me to do? Paul
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had heard Stephen speak of “the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God.” It was
when, in “a light from heaven above the bright-
ness of the sun,” he had for himself this vision
of the Glorified One, that his eyes and heart were
for ever darkened to earth, and his life was given
up to do the will of his Lord alone. It is so even
still. The faith of Christ Triumphant looking
upon us and conquering us for Himself, compels
and empowers us to do His will alone.

Lord! show Thyself to me; then I can do what-
ever Thou biddest me. In living communion with
Thee, I can do all things.



CHAPTER X.

The Man after God’s oton Weart.

¢“T have found David the son of Jesse, a man after Mine own
heart, who shall do all My will.”—Aors xiii. 22 ; 1 Sam, xiii. 14,

F the two expressions God uses here of David,
we often hear the former: “a man after
Mine own heart.” The use of the latter: “who
shall do all My will,” is much less frequent. And
yet it is no less important than the other. 4 man
after Mine own heart: that speaks of the deep
unseen mystery of the pleasure a man can give to
God in heaven. Who shall do all My will: that
deals with the life down here on earth which can
be seen and judged by men. Iet us seek and get
full hold of the truth that it is the man who does
all Qod’s will who is the ma1 after His own heart.
Such men God seeks: when He finds them He
rejoices over them with great joy: they are the
" very men He needs, men He can trust and use.
His heart, with its hidden Divine perfections,

reveals itself in His will : he that seeks and loves
58
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and does all His will is a man altogether after His
own heart: the man of absolute surrender to God’s
will.

Such was David in striking contrast with Saul,
the type of the half-hearted and self-pleasing
Christian. We know what remarkable experi-
ences Saul had at the outset of his life. The
Spirit of God came upon him, and another heart
was given him, and he prophesied. There was not
lacking in him a sense of humility ; when he was
to be presented to the people, he hid himself. And
speedily God began to work through him salvation
in Israel. But it was not long before self-will
began to show itself. When God sent him with
the command to destroy Amalek utterly, he did
God’s work deceitfully, and, under pretence of
bringing sacrifices to offer to God, did his own
will in the matter of Agag and the best of the
spoil.  His terrible failure was used of God, by the
contrast, to bring out more strikingly the great
truth, that the man whom God can use to rule His
people and establish His kingdom, that the man
after His own heart, who pleases Him, is he of
whom He can say: ke shall do all My will.

After what we have already learnt of God’s will,
with the place it has in the Christian life, and in
preparation for a spiritual apprehension of the
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further teaching of God’s Word, it may be well to
use these words for the simplest possible instruction
to all who are asking the question: How can I
become such a one? What must I do that God
can say of me: a man after Mine own heart, who
shall do all My will ?

First of all, remember, you cannot attain to this
by anything yow can do. No resolution, no effort,
no help you seek in prayer to strengthen your
weakness, will effect what you desire. And why
not? Because you have in you a nature wholly
ruled by self-will, and wholly opposed to God’s will.
Nothing can delight in God’s will and actually do i,
but a new and Divine nature, born and daily renewed
in you by a Divine power from above. “The carnal
mind is enmity against God,” and averse from His
will. As entire as has been the perversion of the
old nature from God and His will, must be the
deliverance of the new nature from self and its will.
Here is our first lesson. No desire, however honest,
no purpose, however fixed, no surrender, however
absolute, can make a man after God’s own heart,
who shall do all His will. Such a man must be
born from above, and must do all he does in the
power of that new Divine life. A regenerate man
may indeed in some things do God’s will, as the
fruit of the first half-unconscious workings of the



THE MAN APTER GOD’S OWN HEART 61

Holy Spirit within him. But this is only pre-
paratory fo what God really aims at—that His
child of his own free will, shall intelligently and
heartily choose to do «il His will. That little word
all is the secret of true consecration, of a life
“worthy of the Lord unto all well-pleasing,” of
being a man after God’s own heart.

We all know what a great difference there is
between a feeble child, or a sickly man, and one in
full health. And so it is not enough that you just
have a beginning or small measure of spiritual life;
that will not enable you to do all God’s will. The
question is whether yow are living only, and doing
all, under the power of the Holy Spirit, as the strength
of the new life. It is only the Spirit of God
Himself that can do the will of God. And the
great reason why God’s children do not claim, do
not yield themselves by the Spirit of God to work
all His will in them, is that they do not know how
foolish, how helpless it is, to expect even the
regenerate man to do God’s will, without the direct
and unceasing operation of God’s Spirit. And then
again, because they do not know the subtle and
altogether unconquerable power of our corrupt
nature, except as God Himself through His Son
and Spirit lives and works in the inmost recesses
of our being, and inspires all its powers. If you
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learn the first lesson well — the secret aversion
of your nature to God’s will, and your complete
inability to overcome or to change it, you are
prepared to go on to the second.

It is this. Believe that you have a new and
Divine nature, expressly fitted and prepared to do
all God’s will, on the one condition, that you hold
it in close and continual dependence upon the Holy
Spirit, through whom God in Christ works in you.
Jesus Christ could do nothing of Himself, though He
was the Son, without the Father working in Him.
Does it displease you to be as absolutely dependent
upon God as He was? As part of your faith in
Jesus Christ, believe that God works in you as in
Him. Believe this, however dark and feeble you
feel, just as you believe in the darkness of mid-
night that the sun is shining on the other half of
the world, and will in the morning rise upon you.
It is this faith, with the humble, patient, dependent
surrender to God which it works, that will bring
you to an entirely new position and power in the
doing God’s will.

In this faith, here is our third lesson, Aumbly
but confidently give yourself up to God to do all
His will. Give yourself to Him, as a loving Father,
so that you do not take His commands as a mere
law, but as a loving will—the will of the Father,
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made krown in the loving fellowship by Himself to
yourself. Look at God’s will as one great whole—
the revelation of His loving purpose with man and
with you. Set yourself resolutely, now, in the faith
of the Holy Spirit'’s working in you, to count it
your one business every day to do all God’s will.
Then again, bow yourself in the deepest humility
and impotence to wait on God to work in you.
The humility that bows in deep grief at the enmity
of the evil nature against God’s will, in confession
of the impotence of the regenerate nature of itself
to do that will, in the dependence of a childlike
waiting on God for Him to work His will in you,
will be a new entrance into the kingdom of heaven.
The Christian life will become something quite new
to you under the power of these great truths: your
utter and ever-abiding impotence to do God’s will,
even as a regenerate man, without the unceasing
work of the Holy Spirit: your Divine and complete
sufficiency in Christ for all that the Father asks of
you when He calls you to be a man after His own
heart, who shall do all His will.



CHAPTER XIL

The T of the Lord be done,

“And when Paul would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying :
The will of the Lord be done.”—Aors xxi. 14.

AUL was at Cesarea, on his way to Jerusalem.
Agabus, a prophet, had said by the Holy
Spirit that Paul would there be bound and
delivered into the hands of the Gentiles. Paul’s
friends besought him not to go up. In his answer
he spoke the noble words: I am ready not to be
bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus. When they heard this,
they said: The will of the Lord be done. It was
no longer a question of Jews or Gentiles, not even
of the life or death of Paul; if it was to be,
they would accept it as the will of God. The
story teaches us the wisdom, the duty, the
blessing of accepting disappointment or trial that

cannot be averted as God’s will, and so turning
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what naturally would cause sorrow or anger into
an occasion of holy resignation and humble
worship of God in His sovereign wisdom and
power.

There is a twofold will of God: the will of
approval and the will of permission. In the
former we see what He desires or ordains as
right and good. The latter includes all that
happens in the world either as the result of
natural law and second causes, or as the work of
ungodly men and evil spirits. To admit that what
God’s will directly appoints is good is comparatively
eagy. But to recognise His will in all the evil
that comes to us or around us from evil men, is a
truth many a believer never accepts. It is one of
the most blessed lessons anyone can learn to see
that no possible trouble can ever come to us, that
is not for us in very deed the will of our Father.
Though Judas, and Caiaphas, and Pilate sinned
against God’s holy and righteous will in the death
of Jesus, the suffering and death they caused Him
He accepted as the will of God, the cup the Father
gave Him. The sin of those who persecute or
hurt a child of God is not His will, and yet the
suffering caused, with all its consequences, is to
him God’s will. As this is seen the believer turns
his eyes from the human cause to the heavenly

5
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Father’s will, and finds that suffering becomes a
blessing, and that no power on earth or in hell
can rob the soul of the perfect rest there is in
that blessed will. The place of trial becomes the
place of blessing. Let us see what is needed to
secure this.

1. In time of trial let me say at once: Here 1
am by the will of God, in the very place God has
chosen for me. Whether the trial comes from the
hatred of an enemy, or the wrong of a friend,
through my own fault or in the course of God’s
more direct Providence, I may be sure, and ought
therefore heartily to consent to it, that the difficulty
or distress in which I am is the will of God con-
cerning me. Whether it be some great trial or
some petty annoyance, whether a temporary grief
or some long continued cause of weariness or
irritation, be sure that the secret of peace and
rest is to say: This trouble is what God wills
for me. It is this lifts me from man to
God and His will. To that will I have yielded
myself. In that will I rest. The will of the
Lord be done.

2. This prepares the soul to say with confidence :
God, who has brought me into this trouble, will
assuredly give the grace to bear it aright. The grace
that is needed to bear suffering as God would have
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His child do it, so as to glorify Him in it, must
come from Him. The quiet submission, the child-
like trust, the living entrance into and union with
His will, He will work in the soul that adoringly
says: The will of the Lord be done. All the
promises of the Holy Seripture, with all the
comfort they afford in the assurance of God’s
presence and aid in trouble, depend for their
fulfilment on this one condition, that the soul
gives itself up to the will of God. Then can we
prove that God’s will is Love and Blessing. The
more willingly I say, God brought me here, the
more confidently I can say, He has charge and
cares for me.

3. We shall then be led farther on to the
assurance: God Himself will teach me the lessons for
which He sent the trial. This is something more
than the trust, and peace, and surrender we have
just been speaking of. They keep us from grieving
God or vexing ourselves in the school of affliction.
But beyond these graces God has special lessons for
every child whom He leads aside in His loving
chastisement. He wants to cure us permanently
of our self-will and our worldliness, to waken us
into the true imitation of the humility and the
self-sacrifice of His Son, to draw wus into full
fellowship with Him who made us for His Divine
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indwelling and operation within us, to fit us to
live lives of blessing to others. These lessons are
often sadly missed by those who suffer much; and
those who try to learn them often feel how greatly
they have failed. It is because we do not believe:
The Father, who brought me into this place of trial,
will Himself teach the lessons He would have me learn
and work all the grace He fain would see in me.
The will of the Lord be done, includes not only the
trial itself, but all that God meant by it, and has
undertaken Himself to work out in the willing,
waiting soul.

4. When thus we have entered into living union
with the Father through His will, we shall not fear
to say: God’s will, which brought me here, can,in His
way and time, bring me out again. With many
children of God the desire for deliverance from
trouble is the first, if not even the only, thought.
This should not be so. Suffering is not natural to
us; we are at liberty to call upon God for deliver-
ance in the day of trouble. But it is not for this
alone the heart must turn to God. The first desire
must be that God may be glorified in loving sub-
mission, and childlike teachableness; that His will
in all it means and aims at with the trial may be
done. It is when, in this its true and full meaning,
the prayer, The will of the Lord be done, rises
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from the heart, that the burden may be taken
away without our being the losers, and that the
deliverance may bring as much glory to God in
our holy devotion as the suffering could have done.
The union with God’s will will teach us how to
look to it in the right spirit for help.

What a privilege that the darkest trials, the
bitterest sorrows, as well as the smaller disappoint-
ments or the passing fears of life, can all help to
unite me more perfectly with the will of my God.
By His grace I will seek to live every day, amid
tears of sorrow and songs of joy, in quiet sub-
mission or in triumphant faith, as they do in
heaven, with the one word in the heart: The will
of the Lord be dome. It is this gives heaven on
earth,

I worship Thee, sweet Will of God,
And all Thy ways adore,

And every day I live I seem
To love Thee more and more.

I have no cares, O blessed Will !
For all my cares are Thine ;

I live in triumph, Lord, for Thou
Hast made Thy triumphs mine.

Man’s weakness waiting upon God,
Its ends can never miss ;

For man on earth no work can do,
More angel like than this.
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He always wins who sides with God,
To him no chance is lost ;

God’s will is sweetest to him when
It triumphs at his cost.

111 that He blesses is our good,
And unblest good is ill,

And all is right that seems most wrong
If it be His sweet will.



CHAPTER XII.

Of knotoing God’s THIL

““ And Ananias said, The God of our fathers hath appointed thee
to know His will, and to see the Righteous One, for thou shalt
be His witness to all men, of what thou hast seen and heard, and
to hear a voice from His mouth,”—Aors xxii. 14, 15.

HEN Saul said: Lord! what wilt Thou have
me to do? the reference was to personal
immediate duty. When Ananias, after three days,
spoke of his call from God “ to know His will,” the
thought was a much larger one. Saul had been
prepared of God as His chosen vessel, to whom he
could intrust “the mystery of His will,” “the
mystery of Christ,” “ which from the beginning of
the world had been hid in God,” “ that the Gentiles
are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the body,
and fellow-partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus,
through the Gospel ” (Eph. i. 9, 10, iii. 3-9).
I have previously spoken of the need of not A
confining our knowledge of God’s will to the

commands and promises which have special refer-
n
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ence to ourselves. All God’s children are called
to enlarge their hearts, to take a personal interest
in the great work God is seeking to carry out in
the world, and so to be ready to take their part
in the fulfilment of His purpose—the winning
back of the world to Him, to be the kingdom of
His Son.

In studying Paul’s surrender to Christ’s will in
conversion, we saw how closely that was linked to
his vision of the Lord in heaven. Here we find
the same connection: “ Appointed to know His
will, and to see the Righteous One.” The mystery
of God’s will is the mystery of Christ: to know
the will is inseparable from knowing the Righteous
One, who put away sin, and is to rule in righteous-
ness on the earth. In the life and writings of
Paul we see how firmly be holds the two truths
together. It is ever “Jesus Christ our Lord,
through whom we received grace and apostleship,
unto obedience of the faith among all nations,
for His name’s sake.” As one who had seen
and heard him, Paul’'s Gospel was ever a
personal witness. He never preached the will of
God as a doctrine, or a decree, or even as a
revelation, apart from the living person of that
Lord Jesus in whom that will had revealed all
its riches and blessings, and in personal contact
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with whom alone its salvation could be realised.
To know the will, and to see the Righteous One, let
these ever be inseparable. The living Christ Himself
can alone fit us to know and do the will of God.
To know the will and not see the Righteous One
would make it a new law of Moses, a burden heavy
to be borne. To see Him is to know the will
in the light of God’s love, to know it in its Divine
beauty and perfection, and to receive the power
to do it.

All that God did in Paul was “for an ensample
unto them which should hereafter believe.” Like
him, and through him, each of us is called, in our
measure, to know this larger will of God, His
purpose for all men, that the Gospel should be
preached to every creature. There is no sadder
proof of how little it is understood or preached
that, just as Christ, so His Church is only in the
world to carry out this Divine will, than the lack,
in the great majority of Christians, of anything
like enthusiastic devotion to the cause of missions.
Even among those who do give them a measure
of support, there is so little semse of the over-
whelming prominence which ought to be given to
this will of God. It is not one command among
others. It is the one thing in which the will of
the Father includes everything: That all men
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should know and honour Christ. It is the one
thing for which Christ died and lives. It is the
one thing for which the Church exists, to be a
light of them that are in darkness. It is the
one thing by which a child of God can prove
that he lives not unto himself but unto Him
that died for him and rose again. It is the
one truth that above all else needs to be restored
to its place, and which assuredly will bring the
revival of every other truth of the spiritual life
as its necessary condition. This is in very deed
the very will of God, that the Church as the body
of Christ, and every believer as its member, is to
seek first, absolutely first, the kingdom of God, and
to labour that His will be done throughout the
earth as in heaven. ’

And what can be the reason, if this be the will
of God, that the Church has so little apprehended
or fulfilled it? If Paul was divinely illuminated
to know that will, and to make it known to the
Church, how comes it that it has so little possessed
the Church of Christ? The answer is not far to
seek. Just as in Paul this will of God needed
a very special spiritual revelation, so still. It is
easy, when once a truth has been seen and pointed
out by spiritual men, for other Christians to see
and accept it too. And yet it may be an article
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of mental belief, that does not really, through
living faith, master and possess the heart. The
will of God is a living spiritual emergy; we do
not know that will truly until it has entered
and filled our will. As love alone can meet
love, and heart alone touch heart, so will alone
can apprehend will. Anything less is but a
mental image, a conception of the truth, not the
thing itself in its reality and power. And so a
great deal of the missionary interest of our day
proves, by the feeble hold it has, and the little
sacrifice there is made for it, and the need of
continual appeal to minor motives, that the know-
ledge of this mystery of God’s will is not held in
the power of the Spirit.

Paul speaks of “the riches of the glory of
this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory.” It is only as the
mystery of Christ in us, the experience of an
indwelling Christ is truly known, that the glory
of the mystery will be seen to be this, that it is
the will of God for all the Gentiles. The more
truly I know by the Spirit what it is to have
Christ in me, the more I shall long and labour
that it may be Christ in all.

“God hath appointed thee to know His will,
and to see the Righteous One, and to hear a
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voice from His mouth, and to be His witness of
what thou hast seen and heard.” God gave Paul
as an ensample; in thy measure this word is for
thee too, my reader. Do believe that in this
mystery of God's will for the Gentiles the glory
of God, of Christ, of the Church, of every believer
is centred. All God’s wisdom and power, His
holiness and love and faithfulness meet in it.
And thou art appointed—what a privilege—to
know His will, and have it possess thee, and use
thee as its instrument and messenger and witness.
Fear not to yield thyself utterly to it, a living
sacrifice. “ Appointed to know His will, and” (here
is thy strength) “to see the Righteous One,” who
Himself wrought that will, and now works mightily
in all who see Him and receive Him as their Lord
who dwells in them. Oh, cast thyself into this
mighty stream of Divine love—the will of God
for the salvation of the ends of the earth! Look
up and see and worship the Righteous One, the
Lord our Righteousness, the King of Righteousness,
whose rule is to bring peace and blessing to the
world; to do all God’s will for the establishment
of the kingdom will become thy one ambition.



CHAPTER XIII.

Knowing and not Doing.

“If thou bearest the name of a Jew, and gloriest in God, and
knowest His will, and art confident that thou thyself art a guide
of the blind : thou therefore that teachest another, teachest thou
not thyself ? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou
steal ?”—Rom. ii. 17-21.

N chapter i. of this Epistle we have the terrible
unrighteousness of the heathen, with its con-
sequent darkness, portrayed. In chapter ii. the
self-righteousness of the Jews, with the fatal delu-
sion that rests in the knowing of God’s will with-
out doing it. Men gloried in God and made their
boast of Israel’s having had a Divine revelation,
and being the depository of God’s will, and yet
never thought of the folly of not doing that will.
It is the same evil against which Christ warned,
when He said: “Not every one that saith unto
Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven, but he that doeth the will of My Father
which is in heaven.” Our subject to-day is the
4
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terrible possibility of glorying in God and delight-
ing in the study and the knowledge of His will,
and yet not doing it. Let us try and discover the
cause of this sad phenomenon, as frequent in the
Christian Church as in Israel. That will lead us
to see what its cure must be. Let us bring our
own life into the full light of Scripture teaching,
and find out whether the doing of God’s will has
really that supreme place in our thought and con-
duct which it has in the mind of God and the
teaching of Christ.

One would say that from the very nature of the
thing every Christian would know that doing God’s
will is the very essence of true religion. Whether
we regard Him as Creator or Lawgiver, as Father
or Redeemer, we cannot but admit that we cannot
honour or please, cannot fulfil our relationship to Him,
without living to do His will. Whether we think
of the escape from the power of sin, or the walk in
His fellowship and love, or the participation in the
happiness of His service, here or hereafter, every-
thing points to the doing of God’s will as the only
possible way of really living in the enjoyment of
salvation. What can be the reason that so many
Christians have never known that doing God’s will
is the very first duty of the Christian’s life, indis-
pensable to its health and safety ?
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With many the cause is an entire misappre-
hension of the nature of salvation. They have
misunderstood God’s glorious Gospel. They heard
that God justifies the ungodly, of free grace, with-
out any works of righteousness he ever had done
or needed to do to secure God’s favour. They
heard right. But they understood wrong. They
were content to believe in the pardon of sin, and
deliverance from punishment, and never saw that
salvation means restoration to the love and fellow-
ship of God, to the honour and blessedness of a
walk in obedience to His will. Content with
being saved from guilt, they never thought that
being saved jfrom the doing of sin is the real proof
of the power of salvation, and the real entrance
upon a life in the likenmess and holiness of God.
The entire reasonableness, the unspeakable blessed-
ness, the indispensable necessity, the supreme obli-
~gation of seeking and loving to do God’s will as it
is done in heaven, has never dawned upon them.
Entirely to give up their own will in order to
follow and carry out God’s will has never become
an article of their creed. They are content with
the traditional, conventional view of Christian duty,
but never thought that all that is known of God’s
will must at once be done.

With others the cause of failure in doing God’s
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will is a misapprehension as to the power of salva-
tion. They believe that God’s law is unchangeable
in its demands, and that it is their bounden duty
to obey it perfectly. They have learnt from Scrip-
ture and experience how utterly impotent they are
to fulfil its claims. They have never understood
how in the New Testament the law of God, with
its inexorable demand and condemnation, becomes
transformed into the will of God, which does not
mean mere demand but actual living power. They
know not what it means: Ye are not under the
law, with its impotence, but under grace, with its
omnipotence, working in yow all that it asks. They
are held in bondage of the legal spirit, and do not
believe that it is possible to live a life in the will
of God. They admire and delight in a promise
such as: My grace is sufficient for thee, My
strength is made perfect in weakness; or a testi-
mony : I can do all things in Christ who strength-
eneth Me, but dare not expect their fulfilment in
their own experience. They do not think it
possible always to be doing God’s will

There are still others who believe both in the
obligation and the possibility, and yet complain of
continual failure. The reason is with them very
much misapprehension as to the knowledge of God’s
will. They study God’s Word very earnestly to
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find out God’s will, and yet fail of finding with
that knowledge the strength to perform. They
know not that ¢ s only where the light of the Holy
Spirit shows God’s will that His strength will work
it in us. The will of God, discovered and accepted
by our human wisdom, must be obeyed by our
human strength. The humble, childlike spirit that
believes that the Father will by His Spirit show us
what He wants us to do, will receive grace also to
believe that for what the Father wants and shows,
He will give the needed strength. As we see that
it is not enough for us to have the Word, and out
of that take what we think we ought to do, but
watt on God for guidance, to know what He would
have us to do, we shall learn that to be taught
God’s will by His Spirit is half the secret of being
strengthened by Him to do it.

Believer! Jesus Christ thy Saviour came to do
the will of God, and to enable thee to do it too.
Dost thou know Him as thy Owner, who claims to
have thy whole being, with every power and every
moment ? Hast thou acknowledged His Owner-
ship, and yielded thyself wholly to live only as
He would have thee? Hast thou, in the faith of
His strength, made this surrender, and believed
that by His Holy Spirit He seals and maintains it ?

Oh then, be not afraid to believe that He will
6
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show thee all God’s will for thee, and fit thee for
doing it! Believe that, morning by morning, He
will open thine ear to hear His voice, and that to
the meek and lowly of heart He will give God’s
light and God’s strength for all God’s will.




CHAPTER XI1V.

The Renetoed Mind Probing God’'s TJLilL

‘“Be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is
txl:: 2good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.”—Rom.

ITH the first verse of Rom. xii. the practical
part of the Epistle begins by Paul’s implor-
ing believers to present their bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God. In verse 2
there follows the call to these God-devoted men,
if their sacrifice is indeed to be acceptable to God,
to prove, that is, to find out and show, what is the
acceptable will of God. He who would live as an
acceptable sacrifice must live in the acceptable will
of God. The one acceptable sacrifice is the doing
of the acceptable will. To live in the will of God
is the one only thing that can make us well-
pleasing to Him. The one only object and proof

-of true consecration is—doing the will of God.
The three adjectives Paul uses, the good, and

88
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acceptable, and perfect will of God, indicate three
stages in our proving and knowing the will of
God. The first refers to our discerning between
good and evil, and our accepting what we know of
God’s will as indeed good. The second points to
our knowledge of God’s will in special relation to
ourselves, The will of God is not the same for
all His children; as we find out what is specially
the will of God for ourselves, we know that what
we do is actually acceptable, well-pleasing to Him.
The third word, perfect, tells us that we may not
rest content with what we already know and do
of God’s will; this is only a beginning; we must
press on ?to stand perfect in all the will of God.
To know and accept the will of God as good, is the
first step, is good. To know it in our personal
relationship to Him as well-pleasing is better. To
know the perfect will of God is best of all, the
true aim of the full Christian life. So we can
prove and know for ourselves, so we can prove to
men, what is the good, and acceptable, and perfect
will of God. So we yield our bodies an acceptable
sacrifice. On the first great call of the Epistle:
Live wholly as sacrifices to God, follows at once
the second as its complement : Live only to do the
will of God.

Between these two commands there are inserted
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a warning and an exhortation. “Be not fashioned
according to the world” is the warning that reveals
our first and greatest danger. “Be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind” is the exhortation
that reveals the path and the strength in which
it becomes possible to overcome the danger and
stand perfect in all the will of God.

Would you indeed know and do God’s will,
listen to the warning: “Be not conformed to this
world.” “The friendship of this world is enmity
against God.” Its root principle, that by which
it became a “world that lieth in the evil one,”
was the rejection of the will of God. The world
may acknowledge a God, but it cannot and will
not do His will. It cannot by its very nature do
anything but its own will. We are by nature of
the world. We are still in it, and ever in danger
of being under its influence. After our regeneration
the secret, subtle atmosphere with which it sur-
rounds us, and with which the flesh is in alliance,
hinders thousands of Christians from seeking a life
of true and full devotion to the will of God.
Unless with our whole heart we reject its prin-
ciples, its pleasures, its pursuits, we gradually lose
the spiritual capacity of delighting in and perform-
ing God’s will. Unless we come out from the
world, where self-will and self-pleasing rules, we
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never can live the life in which the believer only
seeks to be a sacrifice well-pleasing to God, and to
prove the well-pleasing will of God. Do let us
believe it—the great cause of failure in doing the
will of God s simply a worldly spirit. Therefore
beware: “Be mnot fashioned according to this
world.”

The negative, “ Not being fashioned according to
the world,” must be accompanied by the positive,
“But be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind.” The renewal in regeneration, once for all,
must be followed up by the continual, the daily,
renewing of the Holy Ghost. “That ye be
renewed in the spirit of your minds.” “He
saved us, through the washing of regeneration
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.” This is
the only power that can enable us to live as
living, holy, acceptable sacrifices, that can fit us
truly to delight in doing the will of God. The
attempt to do the will of God with a heart that
does not daily seek and find the renewing of the
Holy Spirit in the spirit of the mind, must end
in failure. It is only a healthy man can do a
healthy man’s work. It is only a spiritual man
who can walk in the spiritual path of obedience
to all God’s will.

I ask you, beloved believer, to pause and take
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in the lessons we have been taught. To prove
what is the good and acceptable will of God is
the calling and the privilege of every believer.
It is impossible to fulfil this calling, except as
we know that we have definitely yielded ourselves
to live as holy sacrifices, well-pleasing to God in
everything. The one great hindrance to this is
a worldly spirit in sconformity to the dispositions
and habits of the men of the world. The only
power that can overcome this danger is that of
the Holy Spirit: to be daily transformed in the
renewing of our mind gives the spiritual capacity
to know, to love, to do all God’s will.

If you find that you are not yet living this life,
rest not till you know and possess it. If it is
because you have never definitely and finally
accepted God’s will as your life, oh, do so now!
If it be that you have never presented yourself a
living sacrifice—come at once, and yield to God’s
claim! By the mercies of God I beseech you:
Give up yourself to the God who redeemed you.
If you have done so but failed, because you never
knew how much there was of the world in you—
begin at once to live the life of not being fashioned
according to the world, but being transformed by
the renewing of the Holy Ghost.

Take courage, my brother! The Eternal Spirit
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through whom Christ said, “I delight to do Thy
will,” and offered Himself a sacrifice unto God,
dwells in you. Yield yourself as a sacrifice for
Him to consume. Believe and receive His daily
renewing ; He will fit you for proving all the
perfect will of God.



CHAPTER XV.

HAccording to the TWLl of God,

*“Our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He
might deliver us out of this present evil world, according to the
will of our God and Father.” —GaAL. i. 4.

AUL ever carried with him a very deep sense

of the will of God as the source and the rule

of all things. In five of the Epistles he speaks of
himself as an apostle “ through the will of God.”
The thought of God’s will dominated his whole
ministry, inspiring at once devotion and obedience,
dependence and perfect confidence. He loved to
think of God’s will working out its purpose through
him. Of his intention to visit Rome he speaks
more than once as coming to them “by the will of
God.” Of the Macedonians giving themselves first
to the Lord and then to him, he says too that it
was “ by the will of God.” And so here, in speaking
" of the work of God’s Son in our redemption, he

shows how its chief characteristic is that it was
89
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“according to the will of God.” Whether in his
own life, or in the grace manifested in his converts,
or in the work of. our Lord Jesus, salvation is to
him the will of God manifesting itself and working
out His purpose.

The expression he uses in regard to Christ’s
work is a somewhat unusual and remarkable one.
“He gave Himself for our sins, that He might
deliver us out of this present evil world, according to
the will of our God and Father.” It gives us a
new aspect of the Father’s will as revealed in
Christ’s death, In our last meditation (Rom. xii. 2)
we saw how, in the spiritual life, being conformed
to the world was the first great danger of the con-
secrated soul, and being transformed out of it into
newness of life the only way to a life in the good
and perfect will of God. Here we discover the
deepest root of that teaching. The whole will of
God in Christ’s death had this one object — Zo
deliver wus from this present evil world. The
spirit of the world and the will of God are
diametrically opposite; the will of God demands,
and promises, and works entire deliverance from
it. If we would know the will of God aright,
and live in it and according to it, we must come
out and be entirely separate from all that is of
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this present evil world. That alone is true and
full salvation.

“This present evil world” And was not this
world created by God? And is it all so entirely
evil as to deserve the name “this evil world,” and
to need the Son of God to deliver us from it?
Yes. Scripture teaches that with the entrance of
sin into the world it came into the power of the
prince of evil. When, in Adam’s fall, Satan
obtained power over him, the world, over which he
was to have been king, fell with him, and Satan
became the god of this world, and all men born
into it. The world is now an organised kingdom
of evil, ruled by the god, animated by the spirit, of
the world. “The whole world lieth in the evil
one.” The development of evil, now in its slow
growth, then again in its sudden outbreaks, is no
blind evolution, but the result of a deliberate
systematic war of an intelligent power of evil
against the rule of God. Whether in the grossest
forms of heathenism, or amid the refinement of art
and culture, or even under the guise of a nominal
Christianity—everywhere the world lieth in dark-
ness, and is in its principles and aims the very
opposite of the kingdom of God and of heaven.
The pursuit of the visible, the assertion of man’s
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will against that of God, the pride of man’s wisdom,
are its distinguishing characteristics, in contrast
with the will, and the love, and the service of the
invisible God.

Jesus Christ came to deliver us out of this
present evil world, by freeing us from its spirit,
and making us partakers of the life and the powers
of the heavenly world. In His intercourse with
the rulers of this world, both among the Jews and
before Pilate, He more than once gave expression
to the truth: “Ye are of this world, I am from
above; I am not of this world: My kingdom is
not of this world” This other-worldliness He
claimed for His disciples too: “Ye are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world. Because ye
are not of the world, therefore the world hateth
you.” He described His work as an overcoming of
the world, and a casting out of the prince of the
world. He encouraged His disciples to expect
and, in the power of His victory, to endure the
enmity of the world. The life He brought with
Him from heaven, and came to impart to us,
was one as different from that of the world,
yea, more so, than heaven is higher than earth.
The great object of His work was to deliver us
from this present evil world, according to the will
of God.

= ———
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This is an aspect of truth that enters all too little
into the preaching or the practice of our days. We
sometimes hear of a worldly Christianity, and of a
religious world, but there appears to be but little
conception of the extent to which a worldly spirit
pervades and enfeebles the Christian life. We are
all of us so born and bred under the power of the
spirit of the world, it is so difficult exactly to
define or recognise its power and influence, we are
so little warned of the need of our entire deliver-
ance from that spirit by the Spirit of God dispelling
it and taking its place, that one often sees an earnest
and active religious life with but little of the truly
unworldly and heavenly spirit. As a consequence
of this, the power of Jesus Christ and of faith in
Him overcoming the world and proving that we
are just as little of the world as He was, is little
sought or known. Our Lord gave Himself that
He might deliver us from this present evil world,
according to the will of God : is it any wonder that
His full revelation in the heart is so little enjoyed ?
Only He who seeks to have Jesus do His perfect
work, and is ready for complete separation and
emancipation from the spirit of the world, can
expect it.

Let each one of us who would prove, who would
know and do, the perfect will of God study the
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lesson: God wills complete deliverance from this
present evil world. To this end Jesus Christ gave
Himself for us: as we receive Him to live in us,
that Will will be done in us. We are surrounded
on every side by the powers of which the spirit of
this world has possession, and are unable to resist, -
or even to recognise them, unless they are revealed
to us by the Spirit of God. In the literature and
the newspaper press of the day, in all the interest
and attraction of politics and commerce, of culture
and pleasure, we are carried along without knowing
it. In our own hearts, the love of self with its
honour and pleasure, the desire of and dependence
on the visible, the lack of absolute surrender to
God and His will, are all so many tokens of the
worldly spirit. Not until we allow the Spirit of
God to convict us of all this, and to possess us
with all that is its opposite, can we fully know
what the deliverance is that Christ gives according
to the will of God.

May God help us to connect inseparably the
three blessed truths set before us here: the will of
God, as the source; Jesus giving Himself for us, as
the means; deliverance from this present evil
world, as the mark and fruit of the great salvation.
May He teach that we are just as little of this
world as Jesus was, because we are one with
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Him. And may the presence and power of
the Son of God from heaven in our hearts,
with its complete deliverance from a worldly
spirit, be known as in very deed the will of
God for us.



CHAPTER XVL

Gov Working out Bis Oton TIL.

“Having been foreordained according to the purpose of Him
:vl;tla worketh all things after the counse! of His will.”—ErH.
N the Epistle to the Ephesians we have three
passages concerning the will of God. The
first, in chapter i, points us back to the eternal
mystery of that will in God, and tells us how, as
God purposed it in Himself, so He Himself works
it all out. The second, in chapter v., calls us to
seek to understand what the will of God is. The
third, in chapter vi, brings us down into practical
life, and teaches us how the most common drudgery
of daily duty may all be done as the will of God.
As in the heights of heaven and of eternity, so
down into the conduct and the heart of the
humblest Christian, the will of God claims supreme
authority. Let us begin and study it in its
origin and work before the foundation of the
world.

96
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Paul writes—Eph. i. 5—of God having “pre-
destinated us unto adoption as sons through Jesus
Christ unto Himself, according to the good pleasure
of His will, according to the riches of His grace,
which He made to abound toward us, having made
known to us the mystery of His will, according to
His good pleasure, which He purposed in Him, . .
in whom also we were made an heritage, having
been foreordained according to the purpose of Him
who worketh all things after the counsel of His will.”
Each expression has its significance. The good
pleasure of His will—that means the absolute
liberty of God, the perfection of whose will knows
no higher reason than that it so pleased Him. In
Him the predestination, and election, and fore-
ordaining of God’s children had its origin. T%e
mystery of His will—that suggests that it was
hidden in God, that we can only know as much of
it as He reveals, and that even what He reveals
still has its mystery beyond our comprehension.
The purpose of His will—that refers to the great
plan or scheme to be carried out which His holy
will formed for itself. And the counsel of His will
reminds us of the Divine “ wisdom and prudence ”
(verse 8) holding counsel with itself, and ordering
all so as to prove that His good pleasure is
indeed all that is most right and good and

7
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perfect. In the secret depths of God’s will
and its predestinating purpose lies hidden the
salvation of His Church, and of every member
of it.

“Having been foreordained according to the
purpose of Him who worketh all things after the
counsel of His will” What God has willed, He
also Himself works out. The counsel of His will
is too high and holy; none but He can work it out.
The will is a working power, a determination to
act; even a man who really wills a thing seeks to
- overcome every obstacle to that will being realised.
‘We need, as we study and worship the will of God,
to give full scope to the conviction that God Him-
self works out all things after the counsel of His
will. The eternal purpose is what guides all His
work : all that the eternal purpose fixed must and
will be wrought by Himself. This faith will teach
us some most precious lessons.

It inspires the assurance that God's purpose will
be performed. We are so apt to look to ourselves
and our feebleness, to men and to circumstances,
and by these to measure what appears possible.
‘We need to remember that God’s sovereign will is a
Power that will, as much in the great whole as in
the minutest detail, infallibly secure the fulfilment
of His plans, Whether in our own heart and life,
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or in the service of His kingdom in which we take
part, we need definitely to know Him as the “ God
who worketh all in all” We speak of man’s
relationship to God as that of co-operation. But
Divine operation ever precedes human co-operation
—the former as unceasing and continuous as the
latter, drawing it forth and inspiring it. All
feebleness in the Divine life, all failure in spiritual
work, is owing to this one thing: we do not make
room for and wait on the Divine operation. We
seek to do the Divine will without the living faith
in Him who Himself worketh all things after the -
counsel of His will.

This foith will teach us to live and work in
entire dependence on God’'s working. It will waken
and strengthen us in that root of all true Christian
virtue, Humility. It is through this that the
angels kept their first estate—they live in entire
dependence upon God’s willing and working in
them. It was for this that the Son assumed the
robe of creaturehood, to teach us that the life and
glory of the creature consists in every moment
receiving from God what we are to be, to will or to
do. He did nothing of Himself but what the
Father showed Him. He judged nothing of Him-
self, but as He heard so He spake, The connection
between God and us is to be ane of never-ceasing
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receptivity, God every moment imparting the
life and strength we need. As we learn to know
God thus, we shall fear nothing so much as
taking His place, by our work hindering His, and
so under the guise of doing His will making it
impossible for Him to do it. Oh, let us in deep
humility and reverence worship and wait on the
God who worketh all things after the cousel of His
will !

This faith will lead wus to true diligence in
GQod’s seryice in the blessed confidence of being
indeed able to do all His will, because what He
wills He works Himself. At first sight it appears
as if this entire unceasing dependence upon God
will hinder us in our work. That is only as long
as we do not understand or believe it fully. But
to the upright, who wait on God, light will arise.
It will be with this even as with the truth of faith
without works for justification. At first it appears
as if this would discourage good works in the
believer. But as we indeed give ourselves away to
the blessed truth of faith without works for accept-
ance, we find that it is this very faith that is most
abundant in producing good works as its fruit.
Even so as we accept fully the truth of which we
were afraid at first sight, that we can do nothing of
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ourselves, and that God must do all, we shall
experience that the most absolute and unceasing
dependence is the secret of the most -effective
service. As works before faith only hinder, while
faith without works is most fruitful of works, so the
attempt to work without the fullest and most entire
dependence upon God leads to continual failure,
until ceasing from ourselves and our works has
brought us to yield ourselves unreservedly to God’s
working, there to learn what it means to say: “I
labour, striving according to His working, which
worketh in me mightily.” The faith of our entire
impotence and dependence upon God becomes the
power for our highest activity.

“ Foreordained according to the purpose of Him
who works all things after the counsel of His
will” Believer! the purpose according to and for
which you have been foreordained is that of a God
who works all things after the counsel of His will.
Let every thought of the will of God be accompanied
by the faith that He is a God who Himself works
all things that He wills. All goodness and power
are His, to be received direct from Him alone
through Christ Jesus. Worship Him with a holy
fear, lest, like Martha, you grieve your Lord by
your much serving, instead of waiting, like Mary,
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for what He can work in you. What God hath
joined together let no man put asunder: God
working His will in man by the Holy Spirit; man
working out the will God has wrought in him in
secret, into daily life and duty.



CHAPTER XVIL

EAnvergtanding the TB of xov.

“ Be not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”
Ern. v. 17,

N the preceding chapter I spoke of the three
passages in this Epistle on the will of God.
The first lifted us up into the eternal glory, to
worship God, of whose glory that will is the revela-
tion, and who Himself works it out in time. The
last will lead down to the hut and the burden of
the slave, and show us how even there, in the most
commonplace everyday life, the will of God may be
done on earth as in heaven. Our present subject
stands between the two as the indispensable link.
It is only as I know the will of God, both in the
place it has in His life, and is to have in mine, that
I can appreciate the blessedness and fulfil the duty
of ever only doing the will of the Father. It is
the danger of neglecting the careful study to know

all that God’s will implies, that makes Paul write,
108
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“Be not foolish, but understand what the will of
the Lord is.”

“Be not foolish.” In our conceit that, with our
Christian education, our commonsense, our daily
Bible reading, we know well enough what God’s
will must be, we prove that we are as fools, without
the wisdom of God guiding us. “Let no man
deceive himself. If any man thinketh that he is
wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he
may be wise. If any man thinketh he knoweth
anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to
know.” Let us beware of the folly of thinking we
know the will of God. Let us become fools indeed,
in the sense of our great ignorance, and seek the
Divine teaching which alone can rightly reveal the
Divine will.

“ Be not foolish, but understand what the will of
~ the Lord is.” To understand a thing means, not
only to know its outward form, but something of
its true nature, its inner meaning and working. It
is only as the believer seeks a spiritual insight into
God’s will, that the doing of it will become the
heavenly joy it is meant to be. Let us consider
what are some of the chief elements of the true
understanding of God’s will.

Think of it, first of all, in connection with God
Himself. His will is the power by which He
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determines what He is to do, and what is to be
done by His creatures. In that will all His good-
ness and wisdom, love and power are revealed ;
the knowledge of that will opens to the creature
the very heart of God. In the surrender to and
worship of that will angels and men rise into living
fellowship with God. Over the carrying out of
that will God Himself watches. What the Divine
Wisdom has planned, Divine Power will perform.
Never for a moment can the will of God be
separated from God Himself; if you would
understand that will, never think of it but as the
symbol of the presence of the Living God Him-
self. Always seek to see God in His will.

Think of it then as made known in His Word.
The words of Holy Scripture for the most part are
plain and simple, so as to be understood of all.
And yet, because they contain the mystery of
Divine wisdom, the understanding of the meaning
of the words does not at all ensure the real
spiritual understanding or apprehension of God’s
will. The words need to be taken into the heart,
into the faith and love and obedience of man’s whole
being, and God’s Divine working through them
needs to be waited for, before we can fully under-
stand God's will. The very same Spirit which,
having searched the deep things of God, inspired
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the Word, must give His light and life in the
depths of our heart too, if the will of God is really
to become our will. Without this all our know-
ledge is merely intellectual and superficial. It is
only God working His will info owr will, and our
will accepting it heartily, that can fit us to under-
stand what the will of the Lord is. The will, the
intense desire and determination to do all God’s
will, is the secret of knowing it.

Think of that will specially as embodied in Christ
Jesus. He is the Word of God, the visible image
of the hidden glory of God’s will. As man, He
came to show us how it is the calling and the
blessedness of the creature to give itself up wholly
to the will of God and do nothing of itself, and
how it may count most confidently on God Himself
working in it both to will and to do all His will.
As our Redeemer, He died to deliver us from our
own will, and now leads us in the path of dying to
self, to live and do God’s will alone. Any attempt
to understand the will of God, apart from its
intimate union with the Son of God our Saviour,
ends in foolishness. It is in living union with
Jesus alone that either light or strength for knowing
and doing the Father's will can come.

Understand what the will of the Lord is. Think
of s claim on your whole life. You cannot attempt
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fully to yield to or rejoice in that claim until you
see that it rests in the New Testament upon the
fact that the renewed will is a ray of the Divine
will itself, taking possession of you, of your inner
being, and from within enabling you to love God’s
will as wholly and as naturally as you formerly
loved your self-will. The Three-One God has
‘begun His own life in you; His will and the power
that works it out are in you; in the faith of that
admit heartily the claim of God’s will to have
complete dominion. See, and say, that there is to
be nothing in your life that is not to be under the
control, or rather the inspiration, of God’s will.
In the faith of this living root of God’s will pos-
sessing you, your will and His inextricably inter-
twined, look upon the Word with its exceeding
breadth covering every possible position, and upon
your daily life with its innumerable needs and
duties, and understand how the will of God can
be carried out through all. “Created in Christ
Jesus unto good works which God hath fore-
ordained that you should walk in them,” you can
count upon the Holy Spirit to lead you into all
God’s perfect will.

Understand what the will of the Lord is. To
sum up all, think of God’s will not only as having
come forth from an Infinite Love, as revealed and
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embodied in the written and the Eternal Word, as
claiming your whole life down to its minutest
details, but, above all, as the promise of what God
Himself will work in yow. Understand, the will
of God is so Divine, and holy, and perfect, only
God Himself can work it! You can only work it
as He works it in you by His Holy Spirit. The
stronger and more unceasing and more joyfully
confident your faith in God’s working all His will
in you becomes, the more will you know that it is
possible for you to do that will. “ According to
your faith be it unto you” will in this also be
made true in you. Standing in the full light of
the eternal love as it shines on you from heaven,
you will find that light is cast upon the whole of
the Word and of life. And you will then begin to
understand what the will of the Lord is. The
most wonderful, beautiful, blessed thing in the
universe. The one thing to be sought and loved,
to be done or suffered. The one thing worth living
and dying for.



CHAPTER XVIIL
DBoing the THll of God from the Meart.

“Servants, be obedient unto your masters, in singleness of your
heart, a8 unto Christ; not in the way of eye-service, as men-
pleasers; but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from
the heart ; with good will doing service, as unto the Lord, and not
unto men.”—EpH. vi, 5-7.

HE importance of the teaching these words
contain can hardly be overrated. They tell

us that not only when we are fulfilling some direct
command, but equally when we are doing our
common daily work, all is to be done, may be done,
a8 the will of God. They tell us that this cannot
be done except as it is done in singleness of heart,
and from the heart, with the joyful and loving
consent of our whole being. They tell us that
the strength thus to act is to be found in doing all
as in Christ’s presence and unto Him. They teach
us, too, how the most common daily life, with its
drudgery, or even its oppression, may be trans-
figured into the work of Heaven—doing the will

of God.
100



110 THY WILL BE DONE

The passage derives special force from the fact
that it was addressed to slaves. At that time
almost all servants were slaves, entirely, even with
their life, at the disposal of their masters, and with
no rights in law. Many of the early Christians
were slaves, of the base and despised whom God
had chosen. Their servitude was often harsh and
thankless, and the very liberty and brotherhood
which the Gospel preached, would only make some
of them feel all the more the bondage they
endured. To such Paul writes to be obedient to
their masters, as unto Christ, and to perform all
their service as the will of God from the heart. If
this was expected of these slaves just come out of
heathenism, in circumstances of such difficulty, it is
surely time that our Christianity had learned the
lesson that everything we do, even the compulsory
or ill-requited service of a hard master, is to be
done as the will of God.

And how can this disposition be attained? Only
in one way. By heartily accepting any position
into which Providence brings us as God’s will for
us. Then the work we have to do in that position
will be God’s will for us. In our opening chapter
we saw that one of the first lessons in the Christian
life is to accept every trouble that comes to us from
the mistakes of ourselves or others, or the trial of
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circumstances, a8 God’s appointment. His Provi-
dence is His will for us. This alone can prevent
the irritation and anger and fretfulness that so
often embitters life and clouds the sense of God’s
favour., Nothing under heaven can then disturb
our faith or peace: to see God in all gives rest and
hope. Every work we have to perform, however
unpleasant, however unjust or ill-rewarded, becomes,
as long as God allows it, His will for us. To do it
as such makes it easy, and makes it holy, a well-
pleasing sacrifice. And if this be true of the work
of a slave, much more does it hold good of all the
duties of daily life. In housekeeping and business,
in all the thousandfold work or service in earning a
livelihood or fulfilling a calling—everything must,
may be done as the will of God.

The thought at once suggests itself of this
demand being too high and hard. Who can always
be remembering, with so much to occupy and
disturb, that this common work is all God’s will ?
There is only one way to succeed in doing this,
and that is to do the work “in singleness of
heart,” “ from the heart”” The heart means desire,
will, love, delight, joy. What we do from the heart
is a pleasure. The only religion that satisfies God
is that of the heart; that is why He asks us to
love Him with the whole heart. As long as we
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only take God’s will as a law that we are obliged
to obey for our own safety and happiness, or to
prove our faith and gratitude, the doing of it is a
burden. But when we take it into our heart as a
thing we delight in, and cannot have too much of,
as what we have given our life up to, everything is
welcome that gives us an opportunity for doing
more of that blessed will, for keeping our devotion
to it unbroken.

“ Doing the will of God from the heart.” God
not only asks the heart; He has promised to put
His law into our heart. God wants the heart, and
nothing less can please Him. He has therefore
made provision for securing it. He sends forth the
Spirit of His Son into our heart. Let us believe
in the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, and imparting
the love of God. Let us in that faith worship and
give ourselves away to “ the beautiful, sweet will of
God,” and cherish it as our choicest treasure and
chief desire. As it gets possession of the heart,
and opens itself in it, the heart that has learnt to
adore its glory in God will learn to welcome every
trace of it on earth, and we shall find ourselves
doing the hardest service in singleness of heart,
with the heart only set upon pleasing God, in very
deed doing the will of God from the heart.

Our text tells us one thing more—how the
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doing the will of God will always be connected
with the presence of Christ. The will of God and
the Son of God are inseparable. Jesus is the will
of God. He did it. He works that will from
heaven. His great work as Saviour is to secure
our doing it. And so Paul writes to the slaves:
“ Be obedient to your masters as wnfo Christ; not
as men-pleasers, but as servants of Christ; with
good will doing service as unto the Lord.” Here we
have the thrice-repeated thought that in the daily
drudgery the animating motive is to be that it is a
service rendered to the Lord we love. His
presence and His pleasure are to be our inspiration.
The poor slave could understand that. The eye of
the slave-master, with the fear of displeasing him,
spurred on to continuous effort. The presence of
Jesus Christ, the sense of being His servant, the
bond-slave of His love, the glory of pleasing Him,
can as unceasingly fill the heart and carry you
through all the day, doing work for men, as
gervants of Christ. The presence of Christ fits us
for this. He knows what the difficulties and
temptations are in the way of always doing God’s
will. He knows how the victory can be obtained,
and the will of God always be done. He lives to
secure to us the strength and the victory. If we

give ourselves to nothing less than to be wholly
8
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His servants in ever doing God’s will alone, if we
trust Him to maintain His own presence in us all
the day, we can know the joy of His service in His
strength.

“ Doing the will of God from the heart” Let
God, let Jesus Christ, God’s Son, let God’s love,
have the heart, the whole heart, and nothing less,
and God’s will will be done by us on earth, as it is
in heaven. God Himself will work it in us, and
amid all the changing circumstances of life there
will be one thing that never changes—our place of
rest in the centre of God’s will



CHAPTER XIX

Filley toith the Enotwledge of God's TWIIL

‘“We do nob cease to pray for you, that ye may be filled with
the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and under-
standing.”—CorL. i 9.

O understand the place of this prayer in the
Christian life, and to realise how being
“filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all
spiritual wisdom” lies at the very root of its
growth and health, just notice what a beautiful
description of the walk of a believer follows on
this prayer as the blessing it is meant to bring.
The result of being filled with the knowledge of
God’s will will be, that we “ walk worthily of the
Lord unto all pleasing; that we bear fruit in every
good work ; that we increase in the knowledge of
God; that we are strengthened with all power
according to the might of His glory, unto all
patience and longsuffering with joy, giving thanks
unto the Father.” Walking worthily of God and

pleasing Him; bearing fruit; increasing in the
118
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knowledge of God; being strengthened with all
might; all patience and longsuffering with joy
and thanksgiving,—such is the sure portion of a
soul “filled with the knowledge of God’s will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding.” It is
the will of God that all these things should be in
us and abound. Where the heart is filled and
possessed with the knowledge of all thvs indeed
being Qod’s will, the life will be filled with its
fruits.

We have before spoken of the knowledge of
God’s will. The great truth suggested by these
words in regard to it is that it must be in “all
spiritual wisdom and wnderstanding.” There is a
wisdom and an understanding of the truths of
Scripture which is not spiritual. =~ The human
mind can study and apprehend the doctrines the
Bible teaches concerning God and the Divine
life in man, without having any true apprehension
of them in their quickening life and power. Chris-
tians, to a very large extent, study their Bible,
listen to preaching, read religious books, in the
confidence that they are earnestly desirous of
knowing the truth, and able to some extent to
grasp it, while the real spiritual wisdom and
understanding to make it their own, to prove its
power in their life, is not waited for from God.
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They wonder why so much Bible knowledge does
not make them humble and lowly as they would
like to be. They never know that it is simply
because their knowledge of God's will is in the
power of human wisdom and the natural under-
standing. And such knowledge is powerless to
work effectnally what God’s Word is promised to
work.

In His farewell discourse our Lord said to His
disciples, “The Holy Spirit shall teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I
said unto you. The Spirit of Truth will guide you
into all truth.” To the Holy Spirit alone was
thus committed the power of teaching Divine truth
and leading men into it. He was to teach all
things, to guide into all truth; no truth could
be known truly without His teaching. As the
indwelling Spirit, possessing and renewing the
heart, He alone could so impart the truth, that
it became part of our very nature, giving both
the will and the power to obey it. Our Lord
had taught His disciples many things while on
earth with them. But how little had they under-
stood ?  Still less were they able to obey His
commands of self-denial and meekness, and humility
and love. With the Holy Spirit coming down
from heaven into their hearts as the power of
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God and the Spirit of His Son, the words of God
would come to them in their spiritual, supernatural,
quickening power.

We need to study this. As no one can worship
God in spirit and in truth but through the Holy
Spirit, so no one, not even a true Christian, can
have any spiritual understanding of God’s will but
by the Holy Spirit. The one reason that our
knowledge of God’s will is so defective in its
extent and power, that we see so little beauty
in God's will, that we so little delight or ever
succeed in fulfilling it, is simply this: the know-
ledge is not in all spiritual wisdom and under-
standing.

And what is needed to get this spiritual wisdom
through the Holy Spirit’s teaching? One great
thing—we must be spiritual men. Paul says to
the CorintlLians, “I could not speak unto you as
unto spiritual, but as unto carnal” They were
unfit for full spiritual teaching, because they were
not spiritually minded. This suggests to us the
law of all the Holy Spirit’s teaching. He cannot
communicate spiritual truths to those whose lives
are worldly, selfish, carnal. He asks a disposition
that at least longs to be spiritual. It is in the
heart He gives His teaching. The man who yields
his life to be led and ruled by Him will be taught
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by Him. Such a one can be filled with the
knowledge of God’s will.

Mark the word filled. It points to an emptying
out and putting aside of all else. It suggests a
heart given up wholly and entirely to the will of
God. It promises a life in which the will of God
shall spontaneously enter the minutest details of
daily life—the whole heart filled with it and with
nothing else. It is not the thought of a multitude
of commandments all packed together, but of God’s
grand will, as the controlling power of the life,
inspiring and animating the whole being. The
two thoughts accompany and are the complement
of each other—the whole being surrendered to be
spiritual and receive spiritual wisdom, and the
whole being thus filled with the knowledge of
God’s will

For this Paul did not cease to pray and make
request for the Cclossians. Let us pray for God’s
Church and ourselves, that the spiritual filling
with the knowledge of God’s will may be given
us. The blessing is waiting for us; the Father
delights to give it. It is our birthright—a Divine
birth needs and has the promise of a Divine
education. The Spirit through whom we received
the Divine life can alone, will most surely, guide
us unto all its riches. Let us pray unceasingly,
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honestly, believingly, to be jfilled with the know-
ledge of God’'s will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding.

In heaven the will of God is done. Nothing
but the heavenly life can do it. None but God’s
Spirit can do God's will. Let us not expect to
know or do it without the heavenly life working
in us by the Spirit come from heaven into our
heart. The heavenly life delights in God’s will.
This is one of the great lessons that the Church
needs to learn, that the universal neglect of so
much of God’s will, and the universal complaint of
lack of power to perform, has but one cause: the
heavenly life in the power of the Holy Spirit is so
little known or sought,

Brother, learn well the lesson that no knowledge
and no book can profit thee except as it reminds
thee of the need of the One Only Teacher, the
Spirit of Truth, and leads thee in inward adoration
and teachableness to wait for the hidden spiritual
wisdom which He gives in the inward part.



CHAPTER XX

Standing Perfect in all the T of God.

¢ Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus,
saluteth you, always striving for you in his prayers, that ye may
stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.”—
Cor. iv. 12.

N the first chapter of the Epistle, we had Paul
praying, here we have Epaphras. The prayers

of both had reference to this one thing—of such
supreme consequence is it in the Christian life—
the will of God. Paul prayed that their hearts
might be filled with the spiritual knowledge of
God’s will; then they would walk worthy of the
Lord to all pleasing. Epaphras prays that their
lives may be so filled with that will, that they
may stand complete in all the will of God. Paul
says that he does not cease to pray thus. Of
Epaphras, he says that he always strives for them
in his prayers. In both cases the relation to God’s
will is to be no partial or divided one—but whole

and entire, as expressed by the word all. Paul
121
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asks that they may be filled with the knowledge
of His will in all spiritual wisdom, to walk worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing. Epaphras strives for
them in his prayers that they may stand complete
in all the will of God. Nothing less than all God's
will is to be the standard, the desire, the prayer, the
hope of the believer.

To stand perfect tn all the will of God—the
believer’s only standard. How can it be other-
wise? The will of God is one whole, all equally
Divine, and beautiful, and blessed. All, all of
equal obligation, equally needful for our peace
and perfection, with equal provision made for its
performance in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
The will of God is so entirely one with the nature,
the perfection, and the love of God, that to neglect
or refuse any part of it is making it impossible for
God fully to reveal Himself to us and to bless us.
As perfect and complete as the will of God is as a
whole, ought to be the believer’s acceptance of and
surrender to it as his only standard.

Paul and Epaphras regarded this as an attainable
measure of perfection among the Colossians. There
are many Christians who admit that the words
express the Scripture standard of duty, but rob that
admission of all its power by counting it impossible.
The standard is only an ideal one, not really prac-
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ticable or practical. They regard it very much as
the law of Moses, with its demands that never can
be fulfilled. They do not understand the words,
“Ye are not under law,” which demands what you
cannot do, and gives no power to do, “but under
grace,” which demands only what it will give
and work in you, and so enables you to do all
it demands All His will is God’s standard for
us actually asked and provided for; let it be ours
too. Your Father asks nothing less; let nothing
less be what you ask of Him and offer Him.

To stand complete in all the will of God—the
believer's one desire. Desire is the one great
power in the world that urges and enables men
to undertake and accomplish what at first sight
appears impossiblee. 'When a man has set his
heart upon 'a thing, difficulties only rouse his
energy and increase his power. Oh that
Christians might be taught and trained to set
their heart upon “all the will of God” as their
highest and only blessedness, upon “standing perfect
in it ” as the one hope of their calling! It is to be
feared that the preaching of the will of God has not
had the same place as the preaching of the grace of
God. Men have not seen that as the grace is nothing
but the will of God manifested, and as it came
through Christ doing that will, so its one object is
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to unite us with that will, and have it done in us
as it is done in heaven. Doing the will of God
has been something additional, a supplement to
what the grace of God has done, an expression of
gratitude, instead of being the very door into all
the love, and salvation, and blessedness out of which
the grace came and into which it leads. If we
understood this, how every desire for help from God
for salvation, and happiness, and the enjoyment
of His love would be identified with a standing
complete in all that will in which God is revealed
and is alone to be found. Let us set our heart
upon this,

To stand perfect in all the will of God—the
believer’s continual prayer. The teaching about
the knowledge of God’s will, and the standing
complete in God’s will, comes in connection with
the telling of Paul’s unceasing prayer and Epaphras’
striving always. It is not earnest thought, or clear
apprehension, or strong desire, that will bring us
what we need—but unceasing prayer. Doing the
will of God is the life of heaven, because God is
there, and works His will without hindrance in
all the holy spirits who are wholly yielded up to
Him and ever wait upon Him. It 43 from God in
heaven that this heavenly life of doing His will must
come down. And it will come down and be carried
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on and maintained in us just in proportion as we
too wait upon God, yield ourselves to Him, and
continue offered up to His Holy Spirit to work
in us. Whether it be in the quiet, steady per-
severance of our daily prayer, or in the fervent
striving in seasons when the need and the desire
are specially felt, or in the inward supplication
of the heart that prays without ceasing—it is only
the life that is continually looking upward, and
depending alone upon God’s working His own will
in us, that will feel that God’s standard is not too
high, because what the word of His mouth demands,
the power of His hand performs.

To stand complete in all the will of God—the
believer’s sure hope. Paul and Epaphras were
praying out of their blessed experience. We, alas!
have grown so accustomed to use words in prayer
for things we never expect. They lived so under
the power of the Holy Spirit, they saw, notwith-
standing so much to grieve and disappoint them,
some whom they could call spiritual men, and they
knew that in answer to their prayer it would be
given—men “filled with the knowledge of God’s
will, in all spiritual wisdom,” men “standing com-
plete in all the will of God.” Let us pray without
ceasing, let us strive always, for the churches or
the saints with whom we are connected, that these
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two prayers may be fulfilled in them. Let us to
that end ask God to reveal in ourselves and our
experience their full truth and meaning. Amid
all disappointment let us say: My soul, hope thou
in God! T shall yet praise Him for the help of
His countenance! Let us set our hope upon God,
who worketh all things after the purpose of His
will.  “God must ever be God alone. Heaven
and the heavenly nature are His, and must for
ever be received only from Him, and for ever
be only preserved by an entire trust in Him.”
God alone can work His will in us. In a heart
that prays and waits without ceasing in dependence
upon Him, He can and will do it. Oh, let us
believe that these precious words of Epaphras’
prayer are not vain! in them the Holy Spirit
reveals the sure hope of every believer who will
trust God. Let us not doubt, but “ stand complete
and fully assured in all the will of God.”



CHAPTER XXL

The Tl of Gov, your Sanctification.

“For this is the will of God, even your sanctification.”—
1 THEss. iv. 8,

THE Apostle had closed the third chapter of
this Epistle with the wondrous prayer for
the Thessalonian believers that the Lord might
“establish their hearts wnblameable in holiness
before our God and Father.” He proceeds in
chapter iv. to urge them to a walk well-pleasing
to God. He begins by specially warning against
two sins, uncleanness and fraud, iv. 3-7. And
then just as he had pleaded with God to establish
them unblameable in holiness, so he pleads with
them to remember and yield to the blessed truth:
“This is the will of God, your sanctification.”
“God hath not called us for uncleanness, but for
sanctification.” The great plea against sin is that
we are called to be holy. And the great power of

holiness is that it is God’s will for us.
127
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And what is holiness? God alone is the
Holy One. There is none holy but the Lord.
There is no holiness but His. And nothing
can be holy except as He makes it holy. “Be
ye holy, for I am holy.” “I am the Lord
which sanctify you.” Holiness is the very nature
of God, inseparable from His being, and can
only be communicated by His communicating
Himself and His own life. We are in Christ,
who is made of God unto us sanctification.
The Spirit of God is the Spirit of Holiness. We
are God’s “elect in sanctification of the Spirit,”
“chosen to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit.” The Three-One God is the Thrice Holy
One, and Father, Son, and Spirit each share in
making us holy. Our part in sanctification
consists in our recognising how God makes us
holy. 'We have been sanctified in Christ Jesus.
The new nature we have derived from Him has
been created in true holiness. Our holy calling
is in the power of the new, Divine, holy nature, to
act out its impulses and principles. Our justification
and our sanctification are equally in Christ, by union
with Him, and therefore equally of faith, It isas we
believe in God working in.us, through Christ and the
Spirit, that the inflow of the holy life from above is
renewed, and that we have the courage and the
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power to live out the precepts that reveal the
way in which it is to act. Like the whole of
salvation, sanctification, or the life of holiness, is
the result of man’s co-operating with God. That
means first of all his entire dependence on, and
surrender to, the Divine operation, as the only
source of goodness or strength. And then the
acting out in life and conduct all that God has
worked within us.

And what is now the help we can get from the
words—This is the will of God, your sanctification ?
The first thought is that of the Divine obligation of
holiness. God wills it. It is not enough to regard it
in the other aspects in which it can be presented. It
is indeed an essential element of the Christian life,
the great proof of our gratitude for our deliverance
from the guilt of sin, indispensable to true peace and
happiness, our only preparation for heaven. All this
is of great importance. But at the back of all this
there is something of still greater force. ~We need to
realise that God wills it. In eternity God predes-
tinated us to be holy, “ we are elect according to
the foreknowledge of God in sanctification of the
Spirit.” (Eph. i. 4; 1 Pet. i. 2.) God’s whole
purpose as a holy God, was to make us holy, as He
is holy. The whole of redemption was ordered
with a view to this. It is not only one of His

9
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commands, among many, it is the command which
includes all. The whole being and character of God
proclaim it; the whole nature and aim of redemp-
tion insist upon it; believers, God wills your
sanctification! Worship God in His holiness, until
every thought of God in His glory and grace
is connected with the deep conviction: This blessed
God wills my holiness. Rest not until your will
has surrendered unconditionally to the will of God,
and found its true destiny in receiving that Divine
will and working it out.

A second thought that suggests itself is that of
the Divine possibility of holiness. We have learnt
in our meditations that the will of God is not only
a Divine purpose of what God is to do, or a Divine
precept as to what we are to do, but a Divine power
that works out its own purpose. All that God wills
He works. Not, indeed, in those who refuse to
accept or submit to that will. They have the power
to resist it. But in those who yield their consent,
who love that will and long that it should be done
on earth as in heaven, God Himself worketh out all
things after the purpose of His will. In every man
with a sound, strong will, it seeks at once to embody
itself in action, and to effect what had been counted
an object of desire. God works in us both to will
and to do. When He has worked the willing, He
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delights, if He be waited on and yielded to, to work
the doing. When, by His grace, the believer wills
as God wills, when he has accepted God’s will for
sanctification as his own will, he can count upon
God’s working it. God wills it with all the energy
of His Divine being. God can as little cease
working holiness as He can cease being holy or
being God. He wills our sanctification; and
if ‘'we will but will it too, in the faith of the
new nature in which the Holy Spirit works, and
yield ourselves to the will of Omnipotent Love
in the assurance of His working in us, we shall
experience how true and blessed the message is:
God wills, and therefore most certainly works your
sanctification.

The third lesson suggested by our text is—the
Divine means of holiness. The will of God is your
sanctification—that is, all that God wills has this
one object, will secure this one result, Whether it
be His will in the eternal counsel, or here in time
in Providence, whether in mercy or in judgment,
whether in precept or promise, all that God wills
concerning us is our sanctification. This gives a
new meaning, and its true glory, to every command
of Scripture. The commands of God have unspeak-
able value, as marking out for us the path of safety
and of life, as guiding us to all that is lovcly and
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of good report. But here is their highest glory:
through them the Holy One seeks to make us
partakers of His own holiness. Do let us learn to
regard every indication of God’s will, in Scripture
or in Nature, in things great or little, as the will of
the Holy One coming to make us holy. Let every
thought of God’s will fill us with the longing and
the hope to be holy. And let every thought of
holiness lead us to the study of, and the delight in,
and the faithful doing of, God’s will. Let every sin
that God’s Word forbids, such as those Paul mentions
of uncleanness and fraud, be put far from us. Let
everything that is of the earthly, carnal, selfish
nature be put off, that the whole spirit, soul, and
body may be sanctified. Let every command that
points to the true Christ-like life—humility, and
love, and self-sacrifice—be welcomed as the channel
of God’s holiness. The desire after, and delight and
faith in, God’s holiness and God’s will become
inseparably one. Let all who would experience
this remember one thing. It is because it is God’s
will and God’s holiness that there is power, and life,
and blessing in it. Everything depends upon our
knowing God and waiting on Him, coming under
the operation of His Holy Presence and Power.
As we know Him as the Living God, and have
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intercourse with Him as the Holy, Loving, Almighty,
ever-present and ever-working One, His will and His
holiness will become to us heavenly realities, and
we shall know how certainly, how blessedly, His
will is our sanctification.



CHAPTER XXIIL

HAnceaging Thanksgibing the TWill of &ov.

“In everything give thanks : for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus to youward.” —1 THEss, v. 18,

N everything give thanks—that means a life
of unceasing joy. The bestowment of a gift
makes me glad, Giving thanks is the expression
of that gladness to the giver. For what in the gift
he has bestowed on me, for what he has proved
himself to be as a friend, my happiness offers
him all it has to give, all he desires—the acknow-
ledgment of indebtedness and obligation and
grateful love. Every father does his utmost to
make his children happy; he loves not only to
see them happy, but to see them connect their
happiness with himself and his love. It is the
will of God that in everything, in every circum-
stance and condition, the whole life of His child
should be one of unceasing praise and thanks-

giving. If it be not always so with us, let us
184
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set ourselves to learn the lesson: In everything
give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus to youward.

In everything give thanks — there is good
reason for it. God is not a hard master, who
reaps where He has not sown. He never com-
mands joy without giving abundant cause for it.
He does not expect thanks where there is nothing
to thank for. He would have us remember that,
in the most trying circumstances and the deepest
sorrow, there is cause for thanksgiving infinitely
outweighing the reason for mourning. Whatever
we lose, God and His love are still left us. The
very loss is meant to make the love more precious;
the trial is love seeking to give itself more com-
pletely to us. Whatever we lose, there is always
the unspeakable gift—God’s own Son to be our
portion and our friend. Whatever we lose, there
is always a peace that cannot be taken away, a
joy that is unspeakable, a riches of glory that will
supply every need, an abounding grace that per-
fects Christ’s strength in our weakness. There
are always the exceeding great and precious pro-
mises, and the heavenly treasures that can never
pass away. God is educating us, through loss and
trial, into the full enjoyment of our heavenly
heritage and the perfect fitness for His own
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fellowship. So let us believe that the com-
mand is most reasonable, and say that this
will of God, in everything give thanks, is our
will too.

In everything give thanks—this is both the
mark and the means of a vigorous Christian life.
It draws us off from ourselves, and fixes the heart
upon God. It lifts us above the world, and makes
us more than conquerors through Him who loved
us. It places our peace, our happiness, our life,
beyond the reach of circumstances. So far from
rendering us indifferent to the suffering of our
fellow-men, it fills us with hope in seeking to
relieve them, it teaches us what joy there is in
the kindness and love of God, and makes that
the keynote of our life. It gives wings to our
prayer, our faith, our love, to live the true heavenly
life in God’s presence and worship. It enables
us to conquer every temptation with the hallelujah
of victory.

In everything give thanks. God Himself will
work it in you. This is the will of God in Christ
Jesus to youward. We have seen more than once
that the will of God is a living, almighty power,
working out its own purpose with our intelligent
consent. We are co-workers with God—that
means, not that He does part and we do part,
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but that He does all in us, and we do all through
Him. It means that He works in us to will and
to do, and that we, through faith in His working,
in the power that worketh in us, work out His
will.  Just because it is the will of God, the
believing soul is sure that it can be. It is the
will of God ¢n Christ. This expression is so
frequent that its meaning is passed over. All
that God is and does to us, He is and does
through our Lord Jesus. The Father does nothing
in us but through the Son. The Son does nothing
but as the Father does it through Him. Our
experience of God’s work in us depends upon
our abiding in Christ, our drawing and remain-
ing mnear to God in and through Christ. To
a soul seeking its life in Christ alone, the will
of God ensures a life of unceasing praise and
thanks.

In everything give thanks. It needs a life
of entire consecration. Many of God’s commands
become an unbearable burden, an impossible strain,
because we look to the feeble, sickly life to do
what only the strength of vigorous health can
perform. We cannot take up one part of God’s
will, and do it when we please. A life of un-
divided and absolute surrender to all God’s will
is the condition of being able to perform any
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part of it effectively. Every command to perform
some special part of God’s will is a call to
inquire whether we have accepted all His will
as the law of our life. The soul that has done
this, that is learning the lesson of daily guidance
for daily duty, and is prepared to meet every
new demand with the question as to its implicit
submission to that will, and its unquestioning
confidence in the provision of sufficient strength,
all settled, has found the secret of obedience to
this command too. When God is known as our
exceeding joy, when a walk in the light of His
countenance all the day is counted equally a
privilege and an indispensable necessity, the
giving of thanks in everything is not looked
upon as a hopeless attainment. Because it is
the will of a loving and Almighty Father, that
will can be done.

In everything give thanks. These are indeed
the Christians the world stands in need of It
is the happy Christian—not the happy man who
happens also to be a Christian, but the Christian
who proves that his happiness is in God, and
who lives the life of joy and praise because he
lives in God’s presence,—who will find the joy
of the Lord his strength in God’s service, and
who will be the best witness to what the
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grace of God can do to give true joy and
blessing, It is the will of God in Christ to
usward that this unceasing thanksgiving should
be our life—Ilet us rest content with nothing
less.



CHAPTER XXIIL

The Salbation of all the Tl of God.

“I exhort therefore that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
thanksgivings be made for all men. This is good and acceptable
in the sight of God our Saviour, who willeth that all men should
be saved.”—1 T, ii. 1-4,

“The Lord is long-suffering to youward, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”—2 PET. iii. 9.

FTER Paul had urged that supplications,
prayers, and intercessions should be made

for all men, he reminds us that we may do so in
confident assurance that it is good and acceptable
to God, because He willeth that all men should be
saved. The knowledge and faith of God’s will for
all is to be the motive and the measure of our
prayer for all. "What God in heaven wills and
works for His children on earth we are to ‘will
and work for too. As we enter into His will for
all, we shall know what we are to do to fulfil that
will. And as we pray and labour for all, the faith

140
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in His will for all will inspire us with confidence
and love,

Perhaps the question arises—If God wills the
salvation of all, how is it that it is not effected ?
What of the doctrine of election, as Scripture
teaches it us? And what of the Omnipotence of
God, which is surely equal to the Love that wills
the salvation of all? As to election, let us re-
member that there are mysteries in God and in
Scripture which are beyond our reach. If there
are apparently conflicting truths which we cannot
reconcile, we know that Scripture was not written,
like a book of science, to satisfy the intellect, but
as the revelation of the hidden wisdom of God, to
test and strengthen faith and submission, to waken
love and childlike teachableness. If we cannot
understand why His power does not work what
His will has purposed, we shall find that, as the
endowment of the creature with a free will is an
act by which the will of God has limited itself,
all that God does or does not do is decided by
conditions far beyond our ken, and which it
needs a Divine wisdom to grasp and to order.
We shall learn that God’s will is as much
beyond our comprehenmsion as God’s being, and
that it is our wisdom and safety and happiness
to accept every revealed truth with the simplicity
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and the faith of little children, and yield ourselves
to it to prove its living power within our
hearts. Let us not fear to yield ourselves to
the uttermost to this blessed word: God willeth
that all men should be saved.

God is love. His will is love. As He makes
His sun to shine on the good and the evil, so His
love rests upon all. However little we can under-
stand why His love is so long-suffering and patient,
and does not take its power and reign, we believe
and know the love that God hath to us—a love
whose measure in heaven is the gift of His Son,
and on earth every child of man. His love is
nothing, but His will in its Divine energy doing
its very utmost, in accordance with the Divine law
by which His relation to His creature is regulated,
to make men partakers of its blessedness. His
will is nothing but His love in its infinite patience
and tenderness delighting to win and bless every
heart into which it can gain access. If we only
knew God and His love, how we should look upon
every man we see as one upon whom that love rests
and for whom it longs. 'We should begin to
wonder at the mystery of grace that has taken up
the Church, as the body of Christ, as a partner
in the great work of making that love known,
and rendered itself dependent upon its faith-
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fulness. And we should see that all living to do
God’s will must lead up to this as its central
glory: our doing the will that wills that all should
be saved.

God willeth that all men should be saved.
This truth is a supernatural mystery, not to be
apprehended but by a spiritual mind through the
teaching of the Holy Spirit. It is in itself
so Divine and beyond our apprehension, the
difficulties that surround it are so many and so
real, it needs so much of time and of the sacrifice
of the humble loving heart to master its teaching,
that to very many the words carry but little
meaning. To the believer, who in very deed seeks
to know and do all God’s will, they give a new
meaning to life. He begins to see that this call
to love and to save his fellow-men is not some-
thing accidental or additional that, along with other
things, goes up to make his life, and to which he
can devote as much of time and thought as he sees
fit. He learns that just as this loving, saving will
of God is the secret source of all His will, and rules
it all, so this loving, saving will is to be the chief
thing he lives for too. I have been redeemed and
organically united to and made a member of the
saving Christ, who came to do this will of the
Father. I have been chosen and set apart and fitted
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Jor this as the one object of my being in the world.
I begin to see faintly that the prayer, Thy will be
done ! means above everything that I give myself
for this loving, saving will of God to possess, to
inspire, to use, if need be to consume me. And I
feel the need of spelling out the words of the
sentence till my heart can call them its own: God
—my God, who liveth in me—willeth, with His
whole heart, in that will which He has revealed
to His people that they may carry it into effect
—that all men, here around me, and to the
ends of the earth—should be saved, should have
everlasting life.

Paul wrote these words in connection with a call
to prayer for all men. Our faith in the truth of
God’s loving, saving will must be put into practice.
It must stir us to prayer., And prayer will most
certainly stir us to work. 'We must not only seek
to believe and feel the truth of these words, but
must act. This will of God must be done. Let us
look upon those around us as the objects of God’s
love, whom His saving will is seeking to reach.
Let us, as we yield ourselves to this will, go and
speak to those around us of God’s love in Christ.
It is possible that we are not succeeding in doing
God’s will in our personal life because we neglect
the chief thing. As we pray to be possessed and
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filled with the knowledge of this will of God, let
us, in our Sunday-school class, or Gospel work, in
our efforts for young or old, for poor or rich, seek
to have hearts filled with this love, tongues that
speak of Jesus and His salvation, and a will that
finds its strength in God’s own will—that all men
should be saved. So will our life, and our love,
and our work, and our will in some measure be
like that of Jesus Christ—a doing of the Father’s
will, that none of these little ones should perish.

10 . |



CHAPTER XXIV.

40, 3 come to vo Thy THIlL

“Then said I, Lo, I am come to do Thy will, O God. In
which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ, once for all.”—HEB. x. 7-10.

““Lo, I come. I delight to do Thy will, O my God.”—Ps. xL.
7,8 )

AVID had said: Sacrifices and offerings Zhou
wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein.

They had been appointed for a time, as a shadow
or picture ; they were not what God sought, or what
could please Him ; they were not really the will of
God. David understood that what God wanted
was the doing of His Will, and said: I delight to
do Thy will, O my God. While saying this of
himself, he spake it of Christ, in whom alone its
true fulfilment could be found. They are the great
words with which Christ coming into the world
announces His work: Lo, I am come to do Thy
will, O God. If we are really to penetrate to the

very heart of what Christ is and means, of what
146
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He did for us and does in us, we must seek to
know Him as come from heaven to earth to do the
will of God, and so to restore the doing of God’s
will on earth to the place it has in heaven,

His doing of God’s will is first contrasted with
the sacrifices and offerings of the Old Testament
worship, and then specially connected with the
offering of His own body once for all. Of this
will of God, as thus done by Him, even unto death,
we are taught that in it we have been sanctified,
because by one offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified. Let us try and learn the
great lessons that there are to be found here in
connection with our study of the will of God.

The doing of God's will is the only worship
that is pleasing to God—It was this alone that
gave their value to the Old Testament sacrifices.
Not in the costliness or the multitude of the
offerings lay their value, but in the disposition ; in
the contrition, or the faith, or the consecration of
which they were the expression. Not even in these
however, except as they were a Divine appointment,
and were brought in accordance with God’s own
command. If not accompanied by obedience they
were worse than useless. “Obedience is better
than sacrifice.” “Thou desirest not sacrifice; Thou
delightest not in burnt-offering; the sacrifices of
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God are a broken heart.” It is as far as they were
the doing of God’s will that they were well-pleasing.
And so they became the symbols of a life given up
in devotion to God, wholly yielded to His will and
service. The doing of God’s will is the secret of
acceptable worship.

Christ came to this world to do the will of God.
—He came and lived as man to show us that
the one thing God asks of the creature, that the
one thing that can bring the creature life and
blessedness, is the doing of the will of God. With
this view He not only submitted Himself to all the
commandments and ordinances of the law; in all
His life and work, in His eating and speaking, in
His travels and miracles, He lived a life of absolute
dependence upon God’s guidance—in everything He
did only God’s will, He did all God’s will. He
knew that it was God’s will that He should die as
a propitiation for our sins. As the time came near,
and all that that would imply opened up before
His human nature, He had more than once occasion
to say: How am I straitened! Now is My Soul
troubled! My Soul is sorrowful even unto death!
But through it all He thought of God’s will; the
surrender to God’s will sustained Him. And He
gave Himself to be what the sin-offering and burnt-
offering had only typified, a sacrifice unto God,
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obedient even unto death. It was this gave His
inconceivable suffering its inconceivable value; it
was borne as the will of God, laying God’s just
judgment upon Him that the guilty might gb free.
It is Christ’s doing the will of God even wunto
death  that has effected our salvation.—“In
which will we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
The word sanctified is used here in its larger sense,
as it includes justification and regeneration, and the
whole of redemption—our being restored to the
fellowship of God, and taken possession of by Him.,
The great sin of Adam and of mankind was doing
their own will instead of God’s will. The great,
the only root, of all sin and misery was self-will.
Jesus Christ came to take away sin. He did so by
a life and a death of the most perfect sacrifice of
His will to the will of God. He bore the con-
sequence, the punishment, the curse that our self-
will had brought. Through His perfect obedience to
God’s will He made a perfect atonement for our sin,
and won for the will of God its place of supremacy
in this sinful world. He did this by the offering of
His body, once for all, and so perfected for ever
them that are sanctified. “By the obedience of
one, many are made righteous.” As the partakers
of a complete and perfect righteousness, won by
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obedience to the will of God, as “created after the
image of God in righteousness,” their entrance into
the perfect love and life of God is complete and for
ever.

The doing of God's will by which Christ
wrought out our salvation s now and ever the
power of the salvation He imparts—Doing God’s
will is not only, as many think, the price by
which salvation was won. Doing God’s will s
salvation 4tself. In Christ it was the power that
conquered every temptation to self-will, that proved
what human life ought really to be, that brought a
perfect human life and laid it a sacrifice at God’s
feet, that broke for ever the power of self-will in
its dominion over us. In Christ it proved that
sacrificing self-will to the very utmost, doing the
will of God even unto death, is the path to the
fulness of the life and glory of God. In Christ,
doing the will of God is seen to be the life and joy
of heaven brought down to earth, and the power to
rise from earth to heaven. Doing God’s will is at
once the cause, the object, the power, the blessed-
ness of salvation.

It is only by Christ in us that we can in
any measure do the will of God on earth as it
s done in Heaven—The prayer that Christ taught
us was meant to be heard; God answers it in
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many various degrees. To pray it daily means to
aim at it in the faith of God’s answer. And yet
how many earnest Christians who are utterly hope-
less in regard to it. Their surrender to do God’s
will is ever failing. Is not the great reason that
they are attempting it in the power of a life that is
not wholly possessed by Jesus Christ ? Listen to
His Word: “Lo, I am come to do Thy will.” All
power to do God’s will is in Him. As we can truly
say, Christ liveth in me, we shall find His strength
is perfected in our weakness. The call comes to
each believer, as one sanctified in the will of God,
by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all, and perfected for evermore, to accept the will
of God as done by Christ for us, as still being done
in us by Him, as God’s free gift in Christ Jesus,
The one thing needed, when the heart sees and
accepts and loves and vows this doing of God’s will
ag its one desire, is the faith that Jesus does take
charge of a surrendered will, and that in the power
of Him who lives in heaven and lives in us, the
doing of God’s will can become our daily life.



CHAPTER XXV.

Boing the TN of God obtaing the Promise.

“Ye have need of patience, that, having done the will of God
ye may receive the promise.”—HEB. x. 36.

T was in a time of very severe trial that this
Epistle was addressed to the Hebrews. It had
been to them a bitter disappointment to see the
nation rejecting their Messiah, and for that rejected
of God. To have the temple, too, with its Divine
ordinances of circumcision and sacrifice, set aside,
was to many a mystery and a cause of deep sorrow.
In reproach and the spoiling of their goods they
had had personally to endure the pain of persecu-
tion. The Epistle was written to comfort them by
revealing the spiritual glory of Christ’s priesthood
and the salvation He bestowed. And it pointed
them to the Father, to prove that suffering had
been the path of all God’s saints, and had always
brought a great recompense of reward. It is in

this connection that the words come: Ye have
162
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need of patience, that, having done the will of
God, ye may receive the promise. The promise
was sure and very precious; the suffering was
needful, and would be very blessed. The one
thing they needed was patience in bearing what
God sent, and waiting what God had promised.
And in that time of patient waiting they needed
just one thing—to see that they did the will
of God. In a world of sorrow and trial the
Christian has but this one thing to strive after:
Not only to bear, but to do the will of God;
that, having done the will of God, ye may receive
the promise.

Doing the will of God is the path to the
inheritance. = The inheritance owes its Divine
glory and blessedness to God having willed it.
God’s will working in us can alone fit us for
receiving and enjoying it. And God’s will can
work in no other way in us as creatures endowed
with intelligence and will and moral powers, than
by our doing it. Not in any way as a matter
of work or merit, but in the very nature and
necessity of things the only way of our receiving
the promise, which has been bestowed of grace,
is by our doing the will. We have been looking
at the will of God in various aspects—let us
once again turn to this, one of the most elemen-
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tary, and yet one of the deepest, truths connected
with it.

Having done the will of God. It has been
said the highest form of existence is the power
of working. It is so in God. All His attributes
could not make Him the glorious God He is, if
they were all dormant, inactive powers. His
love, for instance, would be a mere thought or
sentiment, not in deed and truth. The highest
form of human existence is even so the power
of working; and, as a creature, the highest form
of that power can be nothing than working out
the perfect will of God. God works to will and
to do in us, and what He works in us we work
out, doing what He wills and does in us. Such
doing the will of God is the proof of our entire
surrender to it, our being truly mastered and
possessed by it. Such doing the will of God is
what gives its strength to our inner man, refines
and spiritualises our whole being, and fits us for
being here, the abode of the Three-One God (John
xiv. 15, 21, 23), and entering His abode hereafter
(Matt. vii. 21.) Such doing the will of God fits
a Christian for receiving every promise.

It was in the time of suffering and trial that
these believers were thus to do the will of God.
The first concern of most Christians in trouble is
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to be delivered from it. This may not be the
chief thing. The one great desire ought to be
—in nothing to fail of knowing or doing the
will of God. This is the secret of strength and
true nobility in the Christian life. Some think
that if under reproach or persecution or injustice,
evil feelings are roused and given way to, there
is some excuse for it—it cannot be judged too
severely—the temptation was so great. God’s
Word teaches us differently. It regards the
Christian so entirely as a man who has given
up his own will to live wholly for God’s will,
that it says to him, of all trial and temptation
of whatever nature, seek one thing: not to sin
against God, Be patient, and see that you do
the will of God.

But is not this something beyond human power
—in every trial ever to think first of God’s will,
and do that? It is indeed something beyond
human power, but not beyond the power of grace.
It is just for this that our Lord Jesus came to
earth, saying: I come to do Thy will, O God!
and went to the Cross with the cry: Not My
will, but Thine be done. He lived as an example
of how we ought to live. He died to set us free
from the power of sin, and open the path, through
death to sin and self, to a life for God and His
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wil. He ascended to heaven to give His own
Holy Spirit, that in His power we might, like
Him, do the will of the Father.

Alas! that in the Church of Christ the truth
should be so little known that to do the will of
God is the first duty of the believer; and, as a
consequence of this, that there is so little desire
of the promise and the need of the Holy Spirit
to teach us God’s will in daily life. And still
further, so little faith in the power of the grace
of Christ and His Spirit to fit us for the life of
doing the will of God. Men have lost sight of
the supernatural light that can reveal the will of
God in its beauty and attractiveness, and make
it a joy to do it; and of the supernatural
obligation to live wholly and entirely for the
will of that God who created us, and to whom
Christ has brought us back; and of the super-
natural power, corresponding to the light and the
obligation, which brings a life in the will of God
within our reach, because Christ’s strength is made
perfect in our weakness.

Believer! whatever others say or do, take you
the word in its simple Divine meaning: “You
have need of patience, that, having donme the will
of God, you may receive the promise.” Beseech
God, by His Holy Spirit, in the renewing of the
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spirit of your mind, to show you how He would
have you live wholly in His will. Yield your-
gelf to that will in everything you know, and do
#t. Yield yourself to that will in all its Divine
love and quickening power as it works in you
and makes you partaker of its inmost nature.
Pray, pray, pray, until you see increasingly how
what Christ revealed in His life and death is
the promise and pledge of what God will work
in you, and how your abiding in Him and your
oneness with Him means nothing less than your
being called to do the will of God as He did it.



CHAPTER XXVIL

God Bimself working Bis WLl in us.

“Now the God of peace, make you perfect in every good thing
to do His will, working in us that which is well pleasing in His
sight, through Jesus Christ ; to whom be the glory for ever and
ever.”—HEB. xiii. 20, 21.

N Hebrews we have three passages on the will
of God. The first, x. 7-10, spoke of that
will, and Christ’s doing of it, as the cause of our
redemption—the deep root in which our life stands.
The second, 10-36, spoke of that will as done
patiently by us, amid the trials of this earth. The
third, our present text, shows us the wondrous
bond of union between the two former: the same
God who wrought out His will in Christ for our
redemption, is working out that will in us too.
What God did in Christ is the pledge of what He
will do in us too. That Christ did the will of
God secures our doing that will too. Listen to the
wondrous teaching.
Now, the God of peace, who brought again from
168
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the dead the Great Shepherd of the sheep in the
blood of the everlasting covenant, even our Lord
Jesus, make you perfect to do His will. All that is
said about the Lord Jesus refers to the previous
teaching of the Epistle. It has taught us what the
covenant was, what the blood of the covenant, what
the exaltation to the throne of Christ as the Priest
King, the Great Shepherd of the sheep. And now
it says that the God of peace, who did it all, who
gave Christ to do His will and die on the Cross,
and then raised Him from the dead, that the same
God will perfect us to do His will. As much as it
was God who sent and enabled Christ to do His
will, and through that perfected Him and perfected
our salvation, it is God too who will perfect us in
every good thing to do His will. God’s will being
done in us is to God of the same interest as His
will done in Christ; He cares for the one as
much as the other. The same Omnipotence which
created for Christ a body through the Virgin
Mary, and empowered Christ — who could do
nothing of Himself —to do that will, even to
the agony of Gethsemane, and the surrender of
His Spirit into His Father's hand on Calvary,
and then raised Him from the grave to His own
right hand, the same Omnipotent God is working
in you that yon may do His will. Oh, for grace
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to believe this—the God who worked all in Christ,
even to raising Him from the very dead, <s working
all in us!

You do not catch it yet. It looks altogether.
too impossible. The difference is too great. The
difficulties in our sinful nature are too insuperable.
Come and listen once again. Now, the God of
peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus Christ—what now—do pause, and take in
every word—make you perfect—in every good thing
—to do His will! What more could one wish 2!

And yet, to remove all doubt, there is more.
There follows: working in us that which is pleasing
wn His sight, through Jesus Christ. The centre
words, to do His will, are welded fast between what
precedes, God Himself make you perfect in every
good thing, and what follows, working Himself in
you that which is pleasing in His sight. How
wonderful the connection between owr doing and
God’s working. He fits us in every good thing
to do His will, so that the doing of it is really
our work, and yet at the same time is is His
own working in us. God fits us for the work,
and then works it through us. And so all is
of God!

1 The word perfect here means to repair, to equip, to fit ; God
fits us for every good thing, and so enables us to do His will.
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The lessons for which we want to take these
words into our heart, and which we want to ask
God to teach us by the Holy Spirit, are three.
The first is: The one object of the great redemp-
tion is, to fit us fo do God’s will here on earth. For
that we were created; that was God’s image and
likeness in us; that was our fitness for fellowship
with God, and the participation in His rule of the
world to which we were destined. To redeem and
bring us back to this, God worked that stupendous
miracle of power and of love: His Son becoming
man, that as man He might show us how to do
God’s will, and how by doing it sin could be atoned
and conquered. For this Christ lives in heaven
and in our hearts, that through Him God may
work in us that which is well-pleasing in His
heart. What the sinner needs to know when he
is called to repentance, what the believer needs
to be continually reminded of and encouraged in,
is this: to do God’s will is what I have been
redeemed for. The entire failure of so much
Christian life is simply owing to this, that the
Church has not clearly and persistently preached
the great message, that all God’s wondrous grace
has this one object, to restore us to the original
glory of our creation, and make it our life to do
His will.

II
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The second lesson is of no less importance—
we can do God’s will because God Himself fits
us for it, working in us that which is pleasing in
His sight.

Alas! how little this is known or believed by
believers! The call to do all God’s will is made
of none effect by the terrible unbelief that says:
It cannot be; I cannot do it. Men say that they
believe that all the mysteries of redemption, up
to Christ’s resurrection and exaltation to heaven
were wrought “by the working of the strength of
God’s might” (Eph. i. 20). But they do mnot
believe, what Scripture affirms as distinctly (Eph.
i 19), that the same exceeding greatness of His
power works in them that believe. Let me implore
every child of God who would live to do His will,
to remember: the will of God is so holy and
Divine; no one can do it but God Himself, God
has given thee a remewed will, capable of know-
ing and desiring, and even delighting in, His
will, but not of doing it in thine own strength.
The work of our will is to accept of His will
as being indeed what He will work in thee.
This is indeed our highest glory, that God, who,
according to His very nature, must work all in
all, will work in us both to will and to do. He
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Himself fits us in every good thing to do His
will, working Himself in us that which is pleasing
in His sight.

The last lesson follows naturally: Our great
need and our great duty, when we have accepted
our calling to live only to do His will, is to bow
before God in continual humility and dependence,
asking to know fully our utter impotence, and
seeking to trust confidently in His power working
in us. And with this, to understand that His
power cannot work freely and fully in us, except
as He dwells in us, Jesus said: The Father
abiding in Me doeth the works. It is “through
Jesus Christ” God works in us what is pleasing
in His sight. That is, through Jesus Christ dwell-
ing in the heart, by the power of the Holy Ghost,
God by a continual secret, almighty operation, works
out His will in us, by fitting us to do it. The
one thing needful is: a simple, but unceasing and
unlimited, faith in the indwelling Jesus. Lo, I
come, He said. I delight to do Thy will. That
is not only for us, but in us. He is the Executor
of the Father’s will, through whom it is all carried
out. Oh, let us turn with a new consecration
to do all God’s will, with a new faith to God
who will work in us the fitness to do it, with
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a new devotion to Jesus Christ, through whom
we the sinful, we the impotent, can indeed have
grace to say too: I delight to do Thy will, O

my God !



CHAPTER XXVIIL

Suffering according to the TWIN of Gob,

““For so is the will of God, that by well-doing ye should put
to silence the ignorance of foolish men. If, when ye do well, and
suffer for it, ye shall take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.
Because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that
ye should follow His steps.”—1 Per. ii. 15, 20, 21.

“Tt is better, if the will of God so will, that ye suffer for well-
doing, than for evil-doing. Because Christ also suffered for sins
once.”—1 Per. iii. 17, 18.

““Inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, rejoice,
Wherefore, let them also that suffer according to the will of God
commit their souls in well-doing unto a faithful Creator.”—1 PET.
iv. 13, 19.

EFORE Peter had received the Holy Spirit, he
could not understand that suffering had to

be borne as God’s will. When Christ spoke of His
suffering, he reproved Him, and had to bear the
rebuke: Get thee behind Me, Satan. When his
discipleship brought him into danger and suffering,
he denied his Lord. He could not see that suffer-

ing was God’s will. With Pentecost everything
165
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was changed. He knew no fear. He rejoiced
that he was counted worthy to suffer for His
name. In his Epistle he ever connects Christ’s
suffering for our sins with His example, calling us
to suffer like Him. Through suffering to glory
is the keynote of his exhortation to the saints.
Let us listen to what he teaches us of the will
of God in suffering.

The first lesson is: To regard all suffering as
the will of God for ws. “If the will of God
will, that ye suffer for well-doing.” “They that
suffer according to the will of God” He is
speaking of the suffering of injustice at the
hands of our fellow-men. Very many, who
think they are ready to endure trial that comes
direct from God, find it very hard to bear un-
kind, or hard, or unjust treatment from men.
And yet it is just here that Christ’s teaching
and example, and all Scripture instruction, call
upon us to accept and bow to the will of God.
Whether it be in the most flagrant injustice,
and the most terrible suffering— such as our
Lord endured at the hands of Caiaphas and
Pilate — or the smaller vexations that we meet
with in daily life from enemies or friends, all
suffering must be to us the will of God. Nothing
can come to us without the will of God. What
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is done may be most contrary to the will of
God, and the doer most guilty in His sight—
that it is done to wus, that we suffer by it, is
God’s will. And the first duty of the child of
God is—not to look at the man who does it, to
seek to be avenged of him, or delivered from
his hands, but — to recognise and bow beneath
it as the Father’s will. That one thought —
it is the Father’s will — changes our feelings
towards ‘it, enables us to accept it as a
blessing, changes it from an evil into a good.
In all suffering let the first thought be, to
see the Father's hand, and count on the
Father’s help. Then no circumstance whatever
can for one moment take us out of the blessed
will of God.

The second lesson is: Ewer fo suffer with well-
doing. In all the three texts the word “ well-
doing ” occurs, If we suffer when we do wrong,
and take it patiently, this is no glory. The one
thing we are to care for is that, if we suffer,
it is not to be for wrong-doing, but for well-
doing. For it is better, if the will of God so
will, that ye suffer for well-doing than for evil-
doing. And also with well-doing, not allowing
the suffering to call forth anything that is sinful.
That must be our one desire in suffering. It is
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caused by sin, it is meant to take away sin—
how terrible if I make it the occasion of more
sin, and turn it to the very opposite of what
God means it to be. But if we suffer when
we do well, and take it patiently, this is accept-
able with God — that so by well-doing we put
to silence the ignorance of foolish men. Men
may learn from us what the power of Grace
is, to soften and to strengthen; what the reality
is of the heavenly life and joy that enables us
to bear all loss; and what the blessing is of
the service of the Divine Master, who can make
His own path of suffering so attractive and so
blessed to His followers. And it is in well-
doing we can commit our souls unto a faithful
Creator.

Here is the third lesson: In suffering to commat
our souls to God’s faithful keeping. What a
precious privilege! Amid all the temptation suf-
fering brings, God Himself offers to take charge
of the keeping of our souls. Going down into
the darkness of death, our Lord Jesus said:
“Father, into Thy hands I commit My Spirit.”
Into every dark cloud of suffering into which
we enter, we may say this too. From all the
strife of tongues and the pride of man, from all
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that there is in ourselves of the tendency to
impatience or anger, to quick judgments or un-
loving dispositions, the faithful Creator can keep
the soul committed to Him. He who sends the
suffering as His will, has beforehand provided a
place of safety, where the blessing of the suffering
will assuredly be given. Let us say: “I know
in whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that He is able to keep that which I have
committed unto Him.” v
Then comes the last lesson: In all our suffering
according to the will of Qod, Christ is our pattern
and our strength. In all the three chapters Christ
suffering for our sake is connected with our suf-
fering for His sake. “Christ also suffered for
you, leaving you an example — that ye should
follow His steps” (ii. 2). “It is better that ye
suffer for well-doing, because Christ also suffered
Jor sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous”
(iii. 17, 18). “Forasmuch as Christ suffered in
the flesh, arm ye yourselves with the same mind.
Insomuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings,
rejoice ye . . . because the Spirit of Glory and
the Spirit of God resteth on you” (iv. 1, 13, 14).
The sufferings of believers are as indispensable as
are those of Christ. They are to be borne in
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the same spirit, They are the means of fellowship
with Him, and conformity to His image. Christ
Jesus accepted and bore all suffering, of whatever
nature, great or small, whether coming in the
ordinary course of events or specially devised
against Himself, as the will of God. He endured
all, as the necessary result of sin, in submission to
the will of the Father who sent it, as the school
in which He was to prove that His will was
one with the Father’s, and that the Father’s will
was over all

Christ is our pattern, because He is our life.
In time of suffering proof is given that the Spirit
of Glory and the Spirit of God rests upon us. Oh
that all believers who desire to live wholly to
the will of God might understand how much
depends upon their recognising God’s will in all
suffering, and bearing all according to the will of
God! And might understand, too, how impossible
it is to disconnect Christ’'s sufferings for us from
our's for Him. He suffered for us as our
Head, in whom we are made alive. 'We can
only suffer for Him as He lives in us. The
attempt to do or bear the will of God aright,
as long as we are living on a different level
from that on which Christ lived, must be failure.
It is only where the whole-hearted surrender,
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to live and die for the will of God as He did,
possesses the soul that the mighty power of His
Love, and Grace, and Spirit can do their wonders
in the life.



CHAPTER XXVIIIL

Living to the Tl of Gob.

““That ye no longer should live the rest of your time in the flesh
to the lusts (desires) of men, but to the will of God.”—1 Pgr. iv. 2.

HE believers to whom Peter writes needed to
be reminded that there is a twofold possi-

bility in the Christian life. It is possible—alas,
how often it is done !—even after conversion, still
to live to the lusts of men, desiring and seeking what
men in the world seek. It is possible, on the other
hand, to turn entirely away from the living to the
desires of men, and wholly live to the will of God,
even as Christ had done. He had written: “For-
asmuch then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye
yourselves also with the same mind; for he that
hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin,”
and then continues, as the fruit of being armed
with the same mind as Christ, and having, through

suffering in the flesh, been brought to cease from
172 '
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sin, “ Live no longer to the desires of men, but to
the will of God.” Every Christian stands between
the two contending forces. The unceasing influence
of human nature and its desires, the example of the
men of the world, the whole current of human
society, draws him to live to the desires of men.
Blessed the man who has yielded to the power of
Christ and His Cross, who has armed himself with
the same mind, at any cost rather to suffer than to
sin, and now lives even as Christ, not to the will of
man, but to the will of God. Blessed, thrice
blessed, the life in which the purpose of Christ’s
coming is being realised, and which is now wholly
yielded to, wholly inspired and controlled by the
will of God.

We are approaching the close of our study of
the will of God. We have had occasion to look
at it from almost every possible side. The desire,
the hope, the purpose to live only to the will of
God may have been wakened or strengthened in
many a heart. And yet there is the painful sense
of failure, and a consciousness that there is some
hidden trouble that hinders the possession of what
appears so clearly promised in God’s Word. Let
me try to gather up all the teaching we have
had, and to point out, in the simplest way possible,
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what appear to be the steps that lead up to
the life Scripture teaches us to pray for and
expect—perfect and complete in all the will of
God.

1. T must mention first what often comes last in
experience: 7o live to God's will is Tmpossible except
as we live in close and abiding fellowship with Jesus
Christ. 1t is He who proclaimed: “ILo, I am
come to do Thy will, O God.” He not only had to
do it alone on Calvary: the work He began there
He carries on in heaven. To-day, still, it is
“ through Him ” alone that God works His will in
us (Heb. xiii. 21). It is impossible to bear or
do God’s will as Christ did, except as we have the
same mind that was in Him. And we cannot have
the same mind, except as we are wholly given up
to Him, have Him living in us, and seek to live in
His fellowship. It is the living presence and
power of Christ in the heart that enables us to do
God’s will from the heart. You cannot demand of
a sickly life that it shall do the work of a healthy
man. It is where the sufficiency of Christ’s grace
is known, and our strength is made perfect
in weakness, because His power rests upon us, that
we can truly live to God.

2. 7o live to God's will demands that there be a
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clear and full surrender of every movement of our
life to that will—It is in the little things, in the
natural, innocent things in which we do not see
how God’s will comes in, that failure takes its rise.
We need to pray very earnestly for a spiritual
insight into the blessed truth, that every power,
and every moment, and every movement of our
life must be in harmony with that will. We are
so slow of apprehending what this means, that,
unless there be patient, persevering prayer, and a
very docile waiting for the Spirit's teaching, we
may struggle on for years without grasping what
ought to be an elementary truth—that God’s will
must rule our life, as it ruled the life of Christ
Jesus—that it must all be according to the will of
God.

3. To live to God’s will it 1s essential that what-
ever we know to be according to that will must be done
at once—Very often there comes to us a subtle
temptation that, until we have power to do all
God’s will, a small failure, additional to those which
appear a necessity, is not of such consequence.
Or that, as long as we have not received some
special endowment of power, it is needless and vain
to attempt a perfect obedience. Let us beware of
giving way to such thoughts. All increase of
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grace and strength in the Christian life stands
under the law of faithfulness in little things.
Whatever you know to be the will of God, little or
great, do it at once. If you are not sure, do the
nearest to what you knmow to be right. It is
in doing what we know that we give proof of

our integrity, and are prepared to receive more
grace.

4. Learn also to do all your ordinary work as the
will of God.—There is such a vast range of ordinary
everyday duty or drudgery that appears to have little
direct connection with the will of God, and uncon-
sciously separated from it. Beware of giving way
to this. Study Paul and Peter’s wonderful teaching
to the ill-used slaves of their day (see chaps. 19
and 27). They call upon them to perform all their
service, and bear all their sufferings from hard
masters, as God’s will! And this to be done from
the heart as unto the Lord! When once all the
work of our daily calling is seen to be God’s
will, and is done heartily for His sake, it need
no longer be a hindrance; it will become a great
help in enabling us to live wholly to the will
of God.

5. Let no secret misapprehension in regard to the
doctrine of our entire tmpotence, and the tmpossibility
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of a life truly well pleasing to God, hinder you.—
Jesus Christ has said: “ My grace is sufficient for
you, for all I ask of you, for all you have to do.”
Our nature is utterly corrupt and impotent in
our flesh dwelleth no good thing. Living to
God’s will is only possible, is truly possible, by the
power of Jesus Christ resting on us and working
in us through the Holy Spirit. Do get firm hold
of the truth that God’s Spirit dwells in you as
the power for you to do God’s will. The grace of
the Spirit is only known as you act it out, that
is, as in faith you try and do what appears too
great to your weakness. Only believe, is the law
too for living to the will of God.

6. To live to God’s will you meed to wait daily for
the Divine guidance of the Holy Spirit to make that
will kmown to you.—Many pray for Divine strength
to do God’s will, but do not think of a Divine light
first to know God’s will. God’s will as taught by
men or books has not the power to influence. A
supernatural teaching wakens the need, and gives
the promise, of a supernatural power. The will of
God is not a number of laws and rules. Itisa
living light and power, revealed in fellowship with
Him. The believer who would truly live to the
will of God in all things, will deeply feel the need

12
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of a Divine guidance, leading him day by day in the
path and the steps of our Lord Jesus. Oh, let us
no longer live to the will of man, but to the will

of God!



CHAPTER XXIX.

Boing God’s T, the Secret of Fbiving.

¢“If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof : but he
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”—1 Jonx ii. 15, 17.

ERE we have once again the contrast between

the two great powers that contend for
mastery over man, We saw, in Rom. xii. 2, how
the great danger that threatens the consecrated
man, and makes a life in God’s will impossible,
comes from the side of worldly conformity. And,
in Gal. i. 4, how the one great aim of God’s will
in the death of Christ was to deliver us from this
present evil world. The irreconcilable hostility of
the two principles is brought out here with equal
force. “If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him.” Freedom from the love of
the world, by the love of the Father utterly expelling
it, is the law of the normal Christian life. And
the exercise and discipline by which the true

position is to be maintained, with the love of the
()
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Father and not the love of the world filling the
heart and life, is the doing the will of God: “He
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever”—
abideth unchangeably in God and an unchangeable
love.

‘What sacred associations there are connected
with that word abiding! Abiding in Christ and
in His love (John xv.); abiding in the Son and in
the Father (1 John ii. 24, 28); God and Christ,
the truth and the anointing abiding in us (1 John
ii. 14, 27; iii. 24). The chief thought is per-
manent, steadfast, immovable continuance in the
place and the blessing secured to us in Christ and
God. The great secret of the world is its tran-
sitoriness — it passeth away with all its glory.
And all who are of it partake of its vanity and
uncertainty. And just as far as the Christian
breathes its spirit, and allows its love a place in
his heart, he loses the power of abiding. All
failure in abiding, all lack of permanence and
perseverance in the Christian life, can have-
no other cause than that the spirit and life of
the world are robbing the soul of its real and
only strength. The Word and Will of God are
unchangeable and eternal: he that doeth the will
of God abideth for ever. As a man does the will
of God, and in doing appropriates it, feeds upon
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and assimilates it, its very essence enters into
his being, and he becomes partaker of its Divine
strength and unchangeableness. As the life of
God 1is, so is His will, without variableness and
shadow of turning. And as the will of God is
taken up into the life of the believer, it too is
changed into the likeness of the Divine life, and
becomes freed from all the variableness and every
shadow of turning which is the mark of this world.
“This world passeth away; he that doeth the
will of God abideth for ever.”

“He that doeth the will of God.” It is by
doing that the will of God enters into us, and
communicates its own Divine unchangeableness.
The revelation by the Spirit, the knowledge and
contemplation of the love and adoration of the
will of God—all these have their place and
value. But it is not until we have really done,
and are continually doing, the will of God, that
it has really mastered us, conquered every enemy,
and transformed us into the perfect likeness to
itself. It is as the doing of the Father’s will
becomes our meat, that is, the satisfaction of our
soul’s hunger, and our nourishment, that God
Himself becomes the strength of our life. It is
only then that man is brought back to his original
glory. He was created with a will, that into it
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he might receive the will of God, that God
might work His will into him, and so man, in
working that will out again, might become the
partner and fellow-worker with God in all His
works. Jesus Christ, as man, restored human
nature to its ideal destiny, and proved what
blessedness and glory it is to live only to do
the will of God. And redeemed men receive
the Spirit of Jesus Christ that they, even as He,
might find their life in accepting and living and
doing nothing but the will of God. As God’s
will is the only power that upholds and secures
the existence of the universe, so that will, done
by the believer, is the one security that he never
shall be moved. The whole of redemption, all
that it reveals of pardoning and sanctifying and
preserving grace, has this as its aim and its
crown—that man should find his blessedness and
his fellowship with God, his likeness to Him,
in doing His will. “ He that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever.”

Blessed abiding! How often believers have
mowrned and wondered that there was so little
abiding peace and joy in their life—that the
abiding in Christ and His love was so fluctuating
and uncertain. They knew not how mnear the
answer lay as to the cause: “He that doeth the
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will of God abideth for ever.” They never noticed
how distinctly our Lord had laid down this as
the one condition of abiding in Him: “If ye
keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My
love, even as I kept the commandments of My
Father, and abide in His love.” Could words
make it plainer that obedience, doing His will,
is the secret of abiding? And that if, instead of
occupying ourselves with the abiding as the object
of direct desire and faith and prayer, and effort,
we were to give up ourselves wholly to keep
the commandments and do the will, the abiding
would come of itself, because it would be given
us by a secret power from on High. “He that
doeth the will of God abideth for ever,” and will
always and unceasingly abide.

It is to be feared that in the teaching of the
Church of Christ, and in the life of the great
majority of believers, the doing of the will of the
Father has not that overwhelming prominence
which it had in the life and teaching of Christ,
as in the purpose of the Father. Any revival
that is really to affect the spiritual life and
elevate the standard of Christian living, must be
a revival of holy living, with the vindication of
God’s claim that every child of His should give
Himself to do God’s will on earth as it is done in
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heaven. When once God’s claim is fully admitted,
and, without any reservation, unconditionally ac-
cepted, light will be given as to the Divine guidance
that will lead us to it, the Divine power which
makes it possible, the Divine certainty that it
shall be done. Everything depends upon the
simple and whole-hearted acceptance of the great
truth, that to be brought back to do the will
of God is the one thing we have been redeemed
for, and that doing that will is, on earth as in
heaven, with us, as with our Lord Jesus, the one
secret of abiding in the love of God.



CHAPTER XXX.

Praping Dccording to &Gov’s Will.

‘“ And this is the boldness which we have toward Him, that, if
we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us, And if
we know that He heareth us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we
have the petitions which we have asked of Him.”—1 JorN v. 14-15.

OD works out His will through the willing and
doing of His people. He works in them, all
unconsciously to them, to will and to do. While
they study His will in His Word, and take it up
into their wills and lives and work it out, He is all
the while working it out through them. It is a
heart and life filled with the love of God’s will that
becomes the prepared instrument through which
God can do His work.

It is with prayer as with work. As God has
taken up into His eternal purpose the .co-operation
and the labour of His people, so their prayers too.
These have their human origin in our desires as
wakened by our need or by God’s promises, and are

yet God’s own working in us. They cannot effect
185
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any change in the will of God, for they are God’s
will realising itself through us, and their first
condition is that they must be according to God’s
will. They may indeed, and do, effect a change to
what appears to be God’s will, in what is His will
for a time, or as a preliminary to something higher ;
their real power consists in their being according to
God’s will, because God works out His will as much
through our prayers as our works.

The question has often caused much difficulty :
How can I know that my prayers are according to
the will of God? The question lies at the very
root of our prayer life, as well as of a life in the
will of God. It is not easy to give an exhaustive
answer. And yet it may be possible to give sug-
gestions that will enable thoughtful Christians to
find the answer that meets their own case. The-
Holy Spiriv, where He is to reveal the will of God,
where He is too to help us in prayer, must be our
Teacher.

Let us, first of all, see that we understand the
words, “ According to His will,” correctly. Many
connect them exclusively with “any-thing”: the
thing asked must be according to His will. But
there is something more important than this—not
only the thing asked for, but the disposition and
character of the asker must be according to God’s
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will. In this last lies the real secret of power in
prayer. Two Christians both ask for something
according to the will of God. He gives it to one
and not to another. And why? Because the
asking of the one was different from the other.
We must connect the words, “ According to His
will,” with asking. That will include both that
the thing asked and the spirit of the asking
be in harmony with God’s will

That the latter is of primary importance is evi-
dent from our Lord’s teaching of His disciples. He
continually connected the answer to prayer with their
state. They must forgive, they must be merciful,
they must be humble, they must be believing, they
must ask in His name, they must abide in Him
in keeping His commandments, and His words
abide in them; their life must be according to
God’s will. If they loved Him, and kept His
commandments, He would pray the Father for
them. Only the man whose life and conduct,
whose heart and disposition, is according to God’s
will, can ask according to His will. So James
speaks of the fervent, effectual prayer of the
righteous man. And John says, “ Whatever we
ask we receive, because we kept His command-
ment” It is the life that prays; the prayer
has power according to the life; a life
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according to God’s will can ask according to God’s
will.

One great reason of this is that the man who
lives according to God’s will is able spiritually to
discern what he may ask for, A Christian may
take some promise of God’s word, say for the con-
version of sinners, and begin and pray for some
one in the mere power of human love, and without
seeking at all to be led by the Spirit into the
faith that enables him to pray successfully. It
is simply a matter of human will; I would like
the conversion of this friend. God wills that all
should be saved ; I will ask it. 'While there is no
thought of that abiding in Christ through obedience
to which the promise of an answer has been given.
This is not asking according to the will of God, in
the deep consciousness of dependence on the Holy
Spirit, in that true obedient abiding in Christ Jesus
which alone is truly asking in His Name. Doing
is the only way to knowing the will of God, and
therefore the only way of asking according to His
will. As long as I only desire to know God’s
will with regard to certain things I desire or need,
I may find it difficult to know it. A life yielded
to and moulded by the will of God will know what
and how to pray. A heart seeking to be “filled
with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
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spiritual understanding,” and striving fervently
“to stand perfect and complete in all the will of
God,” will be able joyfully to appropriate the
promise, “This is the boldness we have toward
Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will, He heareth us.”

Let us try and learn the lessons. Boldness in
prayer comes from the assurance that both the spirit
of asking and the thing we ask are according to the
will of God. . . . In all our prayers that we have
learnt from His Word, let us take time to realise
that they are indeed according to God’s loving,
mighty will, and therefore sure to be heard. . . .
Let us remember how essentially one our lives and
our prayers are,and live wholly to God’s will—that
will ensure our praying according to His will. . . .
Let us pray first and wait for the things that God
has clearly revealed to be His will, things that
concern His love and kingdom and glory—-that will
give us liberty with the lesser things that concern
our interests. . . . Only the Holy Spirit in the
spirit of prayer can lead us into the will of God,—
as we wait on Him even in the things we know to
be according to God’s will. He can give us Divine
assurance in regard to things that no human reason
could believe beforehand to be God’s will. . . . Let
our first desire in regard to every petition ever be:



190 THY WILL BE DONE

Lord, teach me how to pray only according to Thy
will.

God’s will is at first a deep hidden mystery.
He that lives to that will as far as he knows it, may
count upon being led deeper into it as the mani-
festation of a holy, mighty, infinite goodness. Let
me give myself to it as to Infinite Love. God works
out His will equally by the works and the prayers
of His people. Yield yourself equally without
reserve to that will, in working as in praying, in
praying as in working. The absolute joyful sur-
render of our life to that will, in full obedience
and in perfect truth, gives boldness in doing and in
asking. And this text, instead of being a stumb-
ling-block, will give us new joy and confidence in
prayer, because the prayer according to the will of
God must prevail.



CHAPTER XXXI.

The Glorp of Grod'’s TWill,

¢‘ They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, “ Worthy art
Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive the glory, and the
honour, and the power ; for Thou didst create all things, and
because of Thy will they were, and were created.”—REv.
iv. 10-11.

N chapter iv. of the Book of Revelation we
have the glory of God as Creator. The living
creatures that are in the midst of the throne, and
round about the throne have no rest, day nor night,
as they sing, “ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God,
the Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.”
As they show forth the glory of the Divine Person
as Him who liveth for ever and ever, the four aand
twenty elders fall down and worship Him in His
works, and, casting their crowns before the throne,
cry out, “Worthy art Thou to receive the glory
and honour, for Thou didst create all things, and,
because of Thy will they were, and were created.”

Then follows in chapter v. the glory of God as
191
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Redeemer, where the song of the ransomed,
“Worthy art Thou,” and of the angel hosts,
“ Worthy is the Lamb,” is followed by the adora-
tion of all creatures, “ Blessing, honour, glory, be to
Him that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb,
for ever.” Midway between the worship of God in
the glory of His Divine Being as the Thrice Holy
and Everliving One, and His glory of redemption
with the Lamb in the midst of the throne, comes
the glory of His Divine will as the Creator of all.
“ Worthy art Thou to receive the glory, for Thou
hast created all things, and because of Thy will
they were created.” Our study of the will of God
would be incomplete if we did not learn the place
its worship has in heaven, and, from that, the place
its worship ought to have in our hearts.

In heaven, where all veils are taken away, where
everything is seen in the light of God, and God is
known, the elders, at the thought that God has
been pleased to will creation into existence, fall
down on their faces in worship, cast their crowns
before the throne, and give Him glory because of
His will. God’s glory shines out in His works.
The connecting link between the glory of His
Divine Person and of the works He has made is His
will. This is the highest glory of creation, that the
God of all glory has willed it, that it is the ex-
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pression and embodiment of His all-perfect and
almighty will, and so bears on it the stamp of His
Divine glory. The glory of the Creator and the
glory of the creature unite in the glory of the
Divine will, the connecting link between the two.
In heaven, creation is seen to be nothing but in
every detail the manifestation of the presence, and
power, and goodness of God. And the beavenly
beings, as the mouthpiece and interpreter of
creation, cease not to give glory to this All-creating
Will. And it is because they see the glory of God’s
will, and adore it, that they delight in doing it as it
is done in heaven.

If we are to do God’s will on earth as it is done
in heaven, we need the same spirit of adoration and
worship. Each of us needs to have our heart
opened to the inconceivably wondrous thought,
“ Because of God’s will I have, and am what I am.
God has willed me into existence. That will
maintains me every moment. In virtue of that
will I am His redeemed child. On that will I can
count to carry out its purpose and effect its object
in me. Here I am, the workmanship of the
glorious will of the Thrice Holy and Everliving God,
as His handiwork partaking of and manifesting His
glory. Every moment of my existence, every power
of my being, may be the embodiment, the manifesta-

13
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tion of God’s will.” Surely if our eyes and hearts

are opened to see this, we too would fall prostrate
and worship. “Thou art worthy to receive the

glory, for because of Thy will we were created, and
are what we are.” And if we have as yet no crowns
to cast before the throne, each of us has that which
is as the crown of his being—his will, his heart,
his life, his love, to offer to Him who sits upon the
throne, as we ever say again, Thou art worthy to
receive the glory, whose will has made us the
objects of Thy creating and redeeming love.

It is to show forth in us the glory of His will
that God created us. Does not this thought at the
close of our meditations give new urgency to the
call to live to the will of God? You remember
how in our opening chapter we saw what the four
great aspects are under which God’s will is revealed
to us. In regard to each of these, this adoring
acknowledgment that we owe our being to God’s
will, will enable us all the better to give that will
the place and the honour to which it has a claim.
There is God’s will in Providence. As I worship
the will that brought me forth, and never for a
moment ceases its work in me, and connect every
trial that in Providence it allows to come to me, I
shall be enabled to rejoice even in tribulation, and
to bear all as part of that blessed will whose I am,
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and whom I serve. There is God’s will in His
Precepts.  As 1 see how these have their origin in
the will of Creating Love,and are the guides to that
co-operation with Him which will ensure His per-
fecting His work in me, my whole heart welcomes
every command with the same prostrate worship as
that with which it gives glory to Him who sits on
the throne. There is God’s will in His Promases.
These, too, acquire new preciousness, and certainty,
and power, as so many assurances to an intelligent
faith that the will that created and upholds all,
cares in the minutest detail for our feebleness and
need, and provides sufficient grace for a perfect
correspondence on our part to what it is working in
us. And then there is God’s will in His eternal
world-wide Purpose. The vision of the will that
embraces all creation, has made me part of it,
has made His own glory dependent on its and my
own destiny, enlarges my heart to feel that my true
and only glory is to yield myself a willing instru-
ment to its service, and to live only that that will
may triumph throughout the whole earth.

Oh, the glory of the will of God! In Him who
sits upon the throne! In the Universe which He
created to show forth that will! In the heavenly
hosts who worship before the throne, where that
will is enthroned in glory! In the Beloved Son,
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who came a8 man to do that will upon earth!
In the heart of the believer, who has yielded
his life to be conformed to it! In the Church,
through which that will is working out its
eternal purpose in the world! Oh, the glory of
the will of God! Let us gaze, and worship, and
give glory to God, until the will of God rule on the
throne of our heart as on the throne of heaven,
and be done in our life on earth as it is done in
heaven,

Lord Jesus, who taught us to pray “Thy will be
done, as in heaven, so on earth,” we look to Thee!
Oh, teach us to live thus!

MORRISON AND GIBB LTD., EDINBURGH



SELECT LIST OF BOOKS
DEVOTIONAL AND PRAGTICAL

PUBLISHED BY

JAMES NISBET & CO., LIMITED.

4 complete list will be forwarded, post fres, on application
to the Publishers;

NISBET’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND HANDBOOKS.
Eorrep BY THE Rev, W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS,

And dealing briefly but effectively with the principal points of
Church doctrine and ritual now in dispute.

Small Crown 8vo. Each 2s.

THE CONFESSIONAL IN THE CHURCH OF ENG-
LAND. By the Rev. A. R. BuckLanp, M.A.

THE DOCTRINE OF BAPTISM. By the Rev. Canon
Hay M. H. Arrren, M.A.

HOW WE GOT OUR PRAYER-BOOK. By the Rev. T.
W. Drury, B.D.

THE CHURCHMAN’S A. B. C.
I



Works Devotional and Practical
Works of the Rev. ANDREW MURRAY.

“ All that this author writes is good.”"—Christian Commonwealth.

DYING TO SELF. Extracts from the Writings of WILLTAM
Law. Crown 16mo, 1s. Gilt edges, 1s. 6d.
Another little devotional volume, a companion to ‘‘The Divine
Indwelling,” in which Mr. Murray emphasises and explains the
teaching of William Law.

THE MYSTERY OF THE TRUE VINE. Meditations
for a Month. Crowu 16mo, 1s. Gilt edges, 1s. 6d.

‘‘ Earnest and pious in tone, simple in style and , these medita-
tions will be of help, comfort, and stimulus to many a devout reader.”—
Dundee Advertiser.

THE MINISTRY OF INTERCESSION. A Plea for more
Prayer. Small orown 8vo, 2s. 6d. Cheap Edition, 1s. 6d.

THE LORD'S TABLE. A Help to the Right Observance
of the Holy Supper. Pott 8vo, 1s.

OUT OF HIS FULNESS. A Series of Addresses. Small

Crown 8vo, 1s. 6d.
‘“A spiritual treatise by one of our ablest writers. . . . We hope the
volume will be very widely circulated.”—The News.
WAITING ON GOD. Extra pott 8vo, 1s.; roan, gilt
edges, 2s. Seventeenth thousand.
‘“ Admirers of Mr. Murray’s deeply religious and deeply thoughtful style
should have this pocket volume of meditation.”—Literary World.
THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT. With additional
Extracts from the Writings of William Law. Selected, and with
an Introduction. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d

HAVE MERCY ON ME: The Prayer of the Penitent in
the 51st Psalm Explained and Applied. Small crown 8vo, 1s. 6d.;
in superior binding, 2s. 6d.

‘1t is done 8o quietly, with such & mastery of all the motives which
actuate men, and with such easy power, that it is only on reflection that we
find out how rare is the gift of the author.”—dberdeen Free Press.

THE HOLIEST OF ALL: An Exposition of the Epistle to
the Hebrews, Seventh Thousand, post 4to, 6s.

‘* A true exposition, not a piece of arbitrary moralising on a sacred text.
But it is also a true book of devotion.”"—Buritish Weekly.

HUMILITY : The Beauty of Holiness, Cloth extra, pott
8vo, 1s. ; roan, gilt edges, 2s. Fifteenth thousand.

LET US DRAW NIGH. Fifth Thousand. Cloth extra,
pott 8vo, 1s. ; roan, gilt edges, 2s.

« A spiritually helpful Little book."—DBritish Messenger.

WHY DO YOU NOT BELIEVE? Cloth extra, pott 8vo,
1s. ; roan, gilt edges, 2s. Tenth thousand.

BE PERFECT : A Message from the Father in Heaven to
His Children on Earth. Meditations for a Month. Cloth extra,
pott 8vo, 1s. ; roan, gilt edges, 2s. Sixteenth thousand.

2 N




Published by James Nisbet & Co., Limited.

ABIDE IN CHRIST: Thoughts on the Blessed Life of
Fellowship with the Son of God. Eighty-eighth Thousand, small
crown 8vo, new and cheaper edition, 1s. net; also in superior
binding, 2s. 6d.

“The varied aspects of this practical truth are treated with much fresh-
ness, power and ti It t fail to stimulate, to cheer, and
qualify for higher service.”—Mr. S8PURGEON in the Sword and Trowel.

LIKE CHRIST. Thoughtson the Blessed Life of Conformity
to the Son of God. A Sequel to “Abide in Christ.” Thirty-
sixth Thousand, small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d.

“ The author has written with such loving unction and spiritual insight,
tl;lat l;‘is pages may be read with comfort and edification by all.”—Literary
Churchman,

WITH CHRIST IN THE SCHOOL OF PRAYER.
Thoughts on our Training for the Ministry of Intercession.
tIE.‘ortyl-swon‘;i Thousand, small orown 8vo, 2s. 6d. Cheap Edi-
ion, 1s. net.

“ A volume of rare excellence, and one which is much needed.”—Chsistiun
ews.

THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. Thoughts on the Indwelling
of the Holy Spirit in the Believer and the Church. Nineteenth
Thousand, small crown 8vo, 28, 6d. Cheap Edition, 1s. net.

“Mr. Murray’s new work, like his former ones, will serve for the edifica-
tion of those who ure able to appreciate spirituality of thought, and inclined
to give the attention needful to digest and profit by meditations presented
in & manner more solid than lively.”—Record.

HOLY IN CHRIST. Thoughts on the Calling of God’s
Ohildren to be Holy as He is Holy. Sixteenth Thousand, small
crown 8vo, 2s. 6d.

“This is one of the best books we have seen upon a subject which is
happily attracting much attention nowadays.”—2Methodist N. C. Magazine.

THE CHILDREN FOR CHRIST. Thoughts for Christian
Parents on the Consecration of the Home Life. Eleventh
Thousand, small crown 8vo, 2s, 6d.

‘¢ All Bunday-school teachers and parents would do well to lay its lessons
to heart.”—Methodist Recorder.

THE NEW LIFE. Words of God for Disciples of Christ.
Sixteenth Thousand, small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. Cheap Edition,
small crown 8vo, 1s, net.

¢ This book stands out among many of its kind as distinguished by & new
impulse and freshness of thought.”—Scotsman.

WHOLLY FOR GOD: The True Christian Life, A series
of Extraets from the Writings of William Law. Selected, and
with an introduction by the Rev, ANDREW MURRAY. Crown 8vo,
handsomely bound, gilt top, 5s.

““This volume of sclections is admirable.”—Publiskers Circular.

3



Works Devotional and Practical

THE BIBLICAL LIBRARY.

A Series of Volumes on Biblical Subjects written by able and well-
known scholars, and designed so that, whilst helpful to the
student, they will be of t interest to the general reader.
Full crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. et\cﬁ‘:eﬂ

VOL. L

THE HERODS. By the Very Rev. F. W. FaRrrar, D.D.
F.R.8., Dean of Canterbury.

VOL. II

WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT: StupiEs IN
WoOMANEOOD., By the Rev. R. F. HorToN, M.A., D.D,

VOL. III.

THE HISTORY OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY. By Rev.

LEIGHTON PULLAN, of Oxford University.
VOL. IV,

WOMEN OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. By Rev. Pro-
fessor W. F. ADENEY.

L]

VOL. V.

THE FAITH OF CENTURIES. By the BisHOP OF
ROCHESTER, the BIsHOP OF CALOUTTA, Bishop BaRRY, Canon
Scort HOLLAND, Professor RYLE, and others.,

To be followed by many others.

By the Rev. GEORGE MATHESON, D.D.
MOMENTS ON THE MOUNT., A Series of Devotional
Meditations, Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d.
VOICES OF THE SPIRIT. Small crown 8vo, 3s. 6d.

By the Rev. JAMES WELLS, M.A.

BIBLE OBJECT LESSONS. AddressestoChildren. With
Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d.

BIBLE ECHOES, Addresses to the Young. Small crown
8vo, 2s, 6d.

BIBLE CHILDREN. Studies for the Young. With Illus-
trations, Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d.

BIBLE IMAGES. With Illustrations, Crown 8vo, 2s, 6d.
4 .



Published by James Nisbet & Co., Limited.

By the Rev. A. T. PIERSON, D.D.
THE NEW ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. Being Lectures

on Foreign Missions delivered under the Duff Endowment.
‘With Coloured Cbart, showing the Religions of the World and
the Progress of Evangelisation. Extra crown 8vo, 6s.

“Qught to create a new enthusiasm in missionary work."—Christian
o 'mwmpem‘h' f facts and this work is as deepl.

¢ AB a re] ry of missi and arg t: worl as ply
interesting as the style is truiy enthusiastic, and we bespeak for it a wide
circle of readers, whom it will assuredly stimulate to increased zeal in sending
the Gocgel throughout the world.”"—Christian.

‘*Such a work as this ought greatly w0 help in the evangelisation of the
whole world. "—8word and Trowel.

¢ Emphatically the handbook of Missions." " —Presbyterian.

THE CRISIS OF MISSIONS; Or, THE VOIOE oUT oF
THE CLOUD. Small crown 8vo, 3s, 6d.

‘* A book full of the right kind of inspiration. A book emphatically for
the times.”"—Christian Commonwealth.

THE ONE GOSPEL; Or, THE COMBINATION OF THE
NARRATIVES OF THE FOUR EVANGELISTS IN ONE COMPLETE
RECORD. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d.

‘It is a skilful mosaic of the four Gospels in one design.”—Rock.

By FREDERICK A. ATKINS,
Editor of ¢ The Young Man,” and Hon. Sec. of the National
Anti-Gambling League.
ASPIRATION AND ACHIEVEMENT. A Young Man’s
Message to Youn%ogien. Small crown 8vo, 1s.
Dr. R. F. HorToN writes: ‘I have rarely read a more salutary book.”
MORAL MUSCLE: Anxp How 1o Usk 1. A Brotherly
Chat with Young Men. By F. A. ATKINs, Editor of “The
Young Man.” With an Introduction by Rev. THAIN DAVIDSON,
D.D. Small crown 8vo, 1s.
Dr. CLIFFORD writes :—‘“ It is full of life, throbs with energy, is rich in
stimulus, and bright with hope.”
FIRST BATTLES, AND HOW TO FIGH1T THEM. By

F. A. ATKINS, Editor of “ The Young Man.” Small crown 8vo, 1s.
W‘e‘dA;other of Mr. Atkins’' capital little books for young men.”—British

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE. By Dr. CLirrorp, M.A,;
Professor ELMSLIE, D.D.; R. F. HorToN, M.A.; Rev. F. B.
MEeYER, B.A.; Rev. C. H. WALLER, M.A.; Rev. H, C. G.
MouLe, M.A. ; Rev. C. A, BERRY; Rev. W, J. DawsoN. Third
Edition. Small crown 8vo, 1s.

““In this little book we have the choicest counsels of men who are them
selves successful students of the Word, We very earnestly commend this
volume. All those who desire to know how to study the Scriptures with the
utmost profit should secure it at once "—Ckristian ddvocate.

5



Works Devotional and Practical

By FRANCES A. BEVAN.

HYMNS OF TER STEEGEN, SUSO, AND OTHERS,
FiesT SERIES. COrown 8vo, 1s. 6d.
‘“The literary quality of many of the hymns will be welcome to many
lovers of sacred poetry.”— Manchester Guardian,
“The veuiﬁcation is good, and many of the hymns are worthy of a
recognised place in English Hymnology."—d4berdeen Free Press.

HYMNS OF TER STEEGEN AND OTHERS. SEcoND
SERIES. Crown 8vo, 1s. 6d.
““ A volume of very choice pieces.”"— The Christian.
“‘Choicely printed volume, sure to be prized highly as a gift book .
r;;mrpkable for sweetness aud the stre: of its sober exaltation.”— Foré-
shire Post

MATELDA AND THE CLOISTER OF HELLFDE.
Translations from the Book of Matilda of Magdeburg (supposed
to be Dante’s Matilda). Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d.

TREES PLANTED BY THE RIVER. Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d.

“This excellent book will commend itself to many a contemplative
Christian during hours of quiet communion with his own soul and with
God."—Christian Commonwealth.

‘A deeply interesting book."—dberdeen Free Press.

THREE FRIENDS OF GOD. Records from the Lives of

.ST onx5 TAULER, NICHOLAS OF BasLE, HENRY Suso. Crown
vo, Os.
¢ Fascinating glimy of the strange religious life of medissval Euro;
No student of hiaoo and human nature can fail to be interested by
book, while to pious nnnds it will bring stimulus and edification.”—Scoteman.
“The sim plicity and austerity of life of these great men are depicted with
graphic and sympathetic touch.”—Court Journal.

THE DEEPER LIFE SERIES.

Epirep BY Rev. E. W. MOORE, M.A.
Crown 8vo, 2s, 6d.
THE CHRIST LIFE. By the Rev. J. B. Fiaams, M.A,,
Author of ‘‘Christ and Full Salvation,” ‘ The Anointing,” &o.
CONSECRATED WORK. By the Rev. J. ELbpEr
CumMiINg, D.D.
THE SPIRIT'S SEAL. By the Rev. E. W. MooRrE, M.A,
Author of the ‘ Christ Controlled Life.”
SET TO OBEY. By the Rev. F. S. WEBSTER, M. A,
SECRETS OF SANCTITY. By the Rev. A. E. BARNEs-
LAWRENCE, M.A.

PERSONAL CONSECRATION., By the Rev. HusErr
BROOKE, M. A, 6



Published by James Nisbet & Co., Limiled.

Series of Books for Young Men and Girls.

By Dr. MILLER, F. A. ATKINS, Rev. J. REID HOWATT,
AND OTHERS.

YOUNG MEN AND GIRLS: Faurrs AND Ipeais. By
Dr. J. R. MiLLER, Author of ‘‘Making the Most of Life,”
¢“Glimpses through Life's Window,” &c. &c. Small crown 8vo, 1s.
Also sold separately, charmingly bound in leatherette, 6d. each.

ASPIRATION AND ACHIEVEMENT. A Young Man’s
Message to Young Men. By F. A. ATINS, Editor of The Young
Man. Small crown 8vo, 1s.

Dr. R, F. HortoN writes: ‘“ I have rarely read a more salutary book.”

LIFE WITH A PURPOSE. By Rev. J. RErp Howarr.
Small crown 8vo, 1s.

MORAL MUSCLE: Axp How To UsE Ir. A Brotherly
Chat with Young Men. By F. A. ATRINS, Editor of e Young
Man. With an Introduction by Rev. THAIN DaviDson, D.D.
Small crown 8

vo, 1s.

FAITH’S STRONG FOUNDATIONS. By the Rev. J.
REID HowATT. Small crown 8vo, 1s.

YOUTH'S IDEALS. By the Rev. J. Rerp Howarr.
Small crown 8vo, 1s,

FIRST BATTLEQ, AND HOW TO FIGHT THEM. By
F. A. ATkINs, Editor of The Young Man. Small crown 8vo, Is.

AFTER HOUBS; OR, THE RELIGION OF OUR LEISURE
TmME. By the Rev. J. REID Howarr. With Appendix on How
to Form a Lib for Twenty Shillin Small crown 8vo, 1s.

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE. By Dr. CLirrorp, JLA.;
Professor ELMstIE, D.D.; R. F. HorTON, M.A.; Rev. F. B.
MEeYER, B.A.; Rev. C. H. WALLER, M.A.; Rev. H. C. G.
MouLE, M.A.; Rev. C. A. BERRY ; Rev. J. W, DawsoN. Third
Edition. Small crown 8vo,

, 18,
AGNOSTIC FALLACIES. Small crown 8vo, 1s.

By FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL.
ROYAL GRACE AND LOYAL GIFTS. Being the fol-

lowing Seven Volumes in neat cloth case, price 10s.

MY KING. LOYAL RESPONSES.

ROYAL COMMANDMENTS. KEPT FOR THE MASTER'S USE.
ROYAL BOUNTY. STARLIGHT THROUGH THE
THE ROYAL INVITATION. SHADOWS,

The Volumes may be had separately, in limp cloth, 1s. each.

MORNING BELLS; or, Waking Thoughts for the Little
Ones. 82mo, 9d. ; paper cover, 6d. .

LITTLE PILLOWS, Being Good Nslfht Thoughts for the
Little Ones. 32mo, 9d. ; p;fuer cover, 6d.

MORNING STARS; or, Names of Christ for His Little
Ones. 32mo, 8d.
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