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Preface
Preface

The Thessalonian epistles as the first of the Pauline letters have a special place of their own in the New Testament. In many
ways, they constitute an introduction to Christian doctrine. Each chapter is alive with vibrant truth especially pertinent to
young believers. The great doctrines of salvation by grace, divine election, principles of effective Christian testimony, the
coming of the Lord, divine judgment, and the joy and peace of fellowship with Christ are dominant themes. The epistles are
at once doctrinal and practical, suited both to the demands of the mind and of the heart.

The exposition of First Thessalonians was published in The Moody Monthly in six installments, beginning in October 1954.
Many requests received from readers encouraged the author to present the exposition of both epistlesin this volume.
Grateful acknowledgment is made of the kind permission of The Moody Monthly to reprint the material with some revision.
The exposition of Second Thessalonians appearsin print here for the first time.

An attempt has been made in this volume to bring out in a practical way the great truths contained in both letters. The
presentation has the ordinary reader in mind. While technicalities have been avoided, advanced students of the Word will
find, however, that the major problems of the epistles have been given adequate treatment. It is hoped that the publication of
this volume will do something to correct the current neglect of the Thessalonian epistles, perhaps caused by the difficult
problems arising in a popular exposition. It is the author’s desire that this unfolding of divine revelation as contained in the
Thessalonian epistles will prove ablessing to earnest students of the Word and will encourage further study of these
messages to the young Thessalonian Christians.
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The Thessalonian Epistles

by John F. Walvoord

Chapter 1
Salvation in Relation to the Coming of the Lord
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Background of the Epistle

Thessalonicain the time of Paul was athriving commercial town astride an important trade route. It had been founded in
316 B.C. by Cassander, King of Macedonia, who named it in honor of hiswife, Thessalonica, the half sister of the famous
Alexander the Great. Like Esther and Ruth in the Old Testament, the Thessal onian epistles trace their name to afamous
woman.

When the Apostle Paul accompanied by Silas and Timothy entered Thessalonica, it was probably the first gospel witness
ever given there. Acts seventeen records the amazing results of their ministry of less than a month. In those few short weeks,
asmall group of Thessalonians came to know Jesus Christ as Savior. Persecution that broke out almost immediately forced
Paul and his companions to leave after ministering for three Sabbath days. Some months later, after he had heard of their
continued faithfulness to Christ in the midst of persecution, Paul sent them this communication known to us as his First
Epistle to the Thessalonians, in which he gives them encouragement and reminds them of his love and faithful prayer for
them.

Remarkable Features of the Epistle

There are anumber of reasons why First Thessaloniansis of special interest to believersin Christ today. One of the
important reasonsisthat it isthe first inspired letter written by Paul. As aletter addressed to young Christians, it is
significant of the rich doctrinal content of Pauline teaching. Many important truths pertaining to the Christian life are
unfolded in the letter, and in every chapter the theme of the coming of the Lord is prominent.

The first chapter unfolds the great theme of the Lord’s coming in relation to salvation. In Chapter 2 the Lord’s coming in
relation to Christian service is presented. Chapter 3 relates sanctification to the Lord’s coming. In Chapter 4 the Lord's
coming isrevealed as the surety of resurrection of our loved ones who have died in Christ. Chapter 5, which concludes the
epistle, deals with the safety of the believer in the days of the wrath of God preceding the second coming of Christ.
Throughout the epistle the theme of the coming of the Lord is related to practical Christian living.

The richness of the teaching of the Apostle Paul is evident as we study First Thessalonians. Though the Thessalonians were
young Christians with less than ayear of Christian experience, nevertheless they were familiar with the great and deep truths
of the Christian faith, such as salvation, sanctification, assurance, the Trinity, the nature of man, resurrection, and the Day of
the Lord. It is hard to realize as one reads First Thessalonians that the Christians to whom it was addressed had no New
Testament. It is doubtful if they had any large portion of the Old Testament. They were immature Christians, with many
trials and difficulties, and enduring much persecution. In the midst of their tribulations some of their number had gone on to
be with the Lord, and with thisin view Paul iswriting them this letter of comfort, exhortation, and instruction.



Opening Salutation

Chapter 1 opens with avery simple salutation: *Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians.” It
Is noteworthy that here, just asin 2 Thessalonians 2:1, there is an absence of all apostolic titles. There are only the smple
names, Paul, and Silvanus—which was just another name for Silas—and Timotheus, which was another name for Timothy.
The three of them had been the ones who had given the gospel to the Thessalonians. Timothy later had made one trip back to
Thessalonica and had reported to Paul concerning what he had discovered (1 Thess. 3:1-6). The report was an epic of the
steadfastness and faithfulness of the Thessalonian Christians. Paul was told that in spite of persecution the Thessalonians
had a good testimony for Jesus Christ and were bearing high the gospel message.

Grace and Peace

In the first verse of First Thessalonians there is quite a contrast between what the church at Thessalonicawas as far as state
is concerned— that is, persecution, uncertainty, and trouble — and the position that they had in Christ. Paul addresses them
as the church of the Thessalonians which is“in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ.” Nothing could change their
position—it included everything that was theirs because of being in Christ. It was true no matter what happened. But they
needed more than this position.

Paul prays for them: “ Grace be unto you, and peace.” How rich are the simple words “grace” and “peace.” Those without
grace and peace are in utter poverty though they may possess all the riches of the world. Those with grace and peace are
infinitely rich, though enduring persecution and sorrow, like the Thessalonians. Grace expressed the whole of God's love
and favor in Christ. Peace with God and the peace of God is the priceless possession of the child of God. What richer jewels
from God'’ s treasures could be asked for anyone than “grace” and “peace” ? While in a sense they already had grace and
peace, they needed its manifestation, its experience, its triumph.

Thanksto God Always

The Apostle begins with a burst of praise, more or less the theme of the whole epistle, his thankfulness to God for saving
these Thessalonians through faith in Christ. He breathed out from his very heart in verse 2:" *We give thanks to God always
for you all, making mention of you in our prayers.” Again something of the faithfulness of the prayer ministry of the Apostle
Paul isindicated: “We give thanks to God always.” In the days and the months which had passed since he |eft thislittle band
of Thessalonians Paul had been faithful in prayer. What arebuke it isto many of us who serve the Lord that often our hearts
are not burdened with the needs of God’ s people nor thankful for the Lord’s grace in their lives, especialy when they are out
of sight and out of mind. But Paul gives histestimony: “We give thanks to God always for you all.”

This expression “for you all” isavery significant one. “You all” is used in the southern United States as an expansive,
general expression referring to one person or many. Paul, however, usesit very accurately here. He was thanking God for all
of them. In each life and heart the Spirit of God had wrought His work in such away that souls had been saved and were
now bearing a faithful testimony for the Lord Jesus Christ. He did not thank God for only some of them, but he thanked God
for al of them. Aswe consider our own life and testimony, do our pastors and our Sunday school teachers—those with
whom we work in Christian service—thank God for us always? Certainly there is a challenge to be like the Thessalonian
Christians and so to live before God and our fellow Christians that they may thank God aways for us.

Remembering Without Ceasing

As Paul thanked God he prayed, “making mention of you in our prayers.” As he prayed for the Thessalonians he rehearsed
some of the great realities that comprise the salvation of the believer. The remaining verses of Chapter 1 constitute asimple
outline. First of al, in verse 3, Paul remembers what God has done through them and in them. Second, in verses 4-9, on the
basis of what God has done, Paul knows certain things. Third, in verse 10 he expresses the hope of Christian salvation.



As he recalled his experiences with these Christians at Thessalonica, he states in verse 3: “Remembering without ceasing
your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.”
There are three famous words in this verse, “faith, hope, love.” Paul is not thanking the Lord ssmply because in the
Thessalonians there was faith and hope and love, which certainly ought to characterize every Christian. He is thanking God
for what these three things had produced.

It isimpossible to see faith, or love, or hope; they are immaterial things. But they can be manifested in avery definite
physical way. It is this of which he speaks. “Remembering without ceasing your work of faith.” Sometimes works and faith
are contrasted, but here they are one and the same. A true faith is manifested in what we do. A true faith produces works.
That iswhy James writes that faith without worksis dead. It is not that worksis a substitute for faith, but true faith in Christ
will bring areal salvation which will in turn change the works of the believer in Christ. Not only was there awork of faith,
but there was alabor of love. Love is more than a sentiment. It isadriving force in the heart of the believer who loves the
Lord, and because he loves the Lord he iswilling to labor; he iswilling to work where it is difficult; he iswilling to bear the
burden.

Added to the labor of love was hope, and not simply hope, but hope that produced patience. What kind of hopeisit that
produces patience? The kind of hope that produces patience is a calm, sure, trusting hope. The reason that Christians can
have patience in hope is because they are sure that our hope in Christ will be fulfilled. Thus it wasin the Thessalonian
church. They not only hoped in God but hope wrought patience in their hearts even in the time of trial and affliction which
had overtaken them.

Verse 3 concludes with something that is most significant. It tells us that Paul regards their work of faith, and labor of love,
and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ not smply as he saw these things, but as they were in the sight of God and our
Father. This brings us to a very pointed question which every one of us can ask ourselves: “What does God see in our
hearts?’ A real trust in Him? A real love for Him? A real hope for that which isa part of our Christian faith? Paul saw the
outward evidence of these things, but God looks at the heart. Paul was able to commend these Christians in Thessalonica as
he remembered not only what he saw, but what he knew that God saw in their hearts and lives.

Knowing Your Election

The second great theme of Paul’ s thankfulness to God was what he knew about them. There were some things that he knew
about these Thessalonian believers because they had trusted in God and received His wonderful salvation. In verse 4
attention is called to this: “Knowing, brethren beloved of God, your election” (A.S.V.). How can a person know that
somebody elseis one of the elect of God? It was amazing that the Thessalonian Christians had been instructed in this
doctrine of election, considering the short time that Paul and the others had ministered to them. Many Christians who have
goneto church all their livesin our modern day know very little about the doctrine of election. The Bible indicates that God
not only saves us, but that He chose us before the foundation of the world. It is a doctrine often not understood compl etely
but believed because the Bible teaches it. Christians are the elect of God because God chose them before they chose Him.
But how can anyone know the elect of God? Who of us have ever seen the Book of Life? How can one really know that his
brethren are the elect of God?

Basis of Assurance

The verses which follow give the basis of Paul’ s faith in connection with the Thessalonian Christians and, at the same time,
give the basis for our faith and assurance that God is able to save those who trust in Christ. In verse 5 Paul writes: “Our
gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” In other words,
one of the reasons why he believed that they were really saved and why he knew their election was of God was the way the
gospel came to them. It came in power and in the Holy Ghost and in much assurance—literally, “in full measure.” It had not
been simply an emotional experience nor had they been swept off their feet by Paul’ s oratory. This was unmistakably the
power of the Holy Spirit at work. Further, it had been confirmed by the way Paul and his companions had lived among them.



He reminds them of this when he goes on, “as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.” The power
of God had been clearly manifested in their lives aswell asin their testimony.

The crowning evidence was in the way the Word was received. It is one thing to preach the Word; it is another thing to
receive the Word. In verse 6 there are three things noted concerning the way they received the Word. First, they received it
in such away that they became followers of Paul, “Y e became followers of us, and of the Lord.” Second, they received the
Word in much affliction. They did not receive the Word because it was easy to receive; they received it in spite of the
persecution they knew would follow. Third, they received the Word with joy of the Holy Ghost. In other words, in spite of
affliction, in spite of trial, there was the evidence of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in their hearts. They had the unspeakable
joy of the Holy Spirit. The Word was received in such away that they knew and Paul knew that they were really saved.

Resulting Life of Testimony

Then, we have the capstone of it all. The Thessalonians not only had the Word come to them, they not only had received the
Word of God, but their salvation was manifested in their life and testimony. In other words, as they had really trusted in
Christ, it resulted in such atransformation of their lives that they became examplesto al who believe. Verses 7 and 8
summarizeit, “So that ye were ensamples [literally, types or examples| to al that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. For
from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia [that was the areain which they lived], but
also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.”

In other words, Paul was not required to tell people about how wonderfully God had been working in the Thessalonian
church. The testimony went out everywhere without his help. One of the reasons for this was that Thessalonicawas on a
trade route, and people passing through Thessal onica came in contact with the aggressive evangelism and testimony of these
Christians who lived in Thessalonica. In our day many folks come and go in our cities and towns and never come in contact
with any vital Christianity. That apparently was not true in Thessalonica, for as the word spread it was widely known that
God had done awonderful work. The Thessalonians were preaching the Word, and everywhere the testimony of their faith
to God was spread abroad.

Turning to God From Idols

Paul was told how God had worked in the Thessalonians. It had resulted in their turning to God from idols to serve the living
and the true God. Thisis avery accurate expression and one that we should understand. It does not say that they turned from
idols to God. Rather, they turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God. It was not reformation first and faith in
Christ second, but it was faith in Christ first with the result that idols were forsaken. The tense of the word turned, asit is
found in the Greek New Testament, isin the aorist which means that they turned once for all. It was asingle, definite act. In
asingle, deliberate choice, they turned to God from idols. It was not simply that they were trusting God but the result of it
was that they served the living and the true God. As Paul thinks on the faith and testimony of these Thessalonian Christians,
young as they were, ignorant of many truths that we know today, there was, nevertheless, assurance in his heart that they
were really saved. He knew that they were brethren beloved of God; he knew their election of God by the evidence of the
transforming work of salvation manifested in their changed lives.

Waiting for His Son from Heaven

Not only did these believers have salvation in this wonderful manifestation, but they also had a glorious hope. One of the
most precious things about the Christian hope isthat it goes on and on and on. It is not something only for the present, but it
is something for the future. In verse 10 the truth of the Lord’s coming is introduced—a truth prominent in First
Thessalonians in succeeding chapters.

It issignificant that Paul in such a brief period of ministry not only led them out of darknessinto the light in the gospel, but
aso faithfully preached to them the truth of the coming of the Lord. By contrast today, some folks who go to church year



after year never hear the precious truth that Christ who came to Bethlehem so long ago is coming again and that we can be
looking for that wonderful return of the Lord for His own. So in verse 10 he reminds the believers in Thessal onica that they
not only have turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God—a present work—~but they also have a new hope for
the future: “And to wait for His Son from heaven.” The word “wait” isin the present tense. They had turned to God in one
act, but there remained the constant, day by day expectation. In other words, they were constantly looking for the return of
the Lord, the coming of the Lord for His saints.

Delivered From Wrath

The chapter closes with the reminder that the Lord Jesus Christ, the one who is coming, the one “whom he raised from the
dead, even Jesus,” the Savior, “delivered us from the wrath to come.” In one short verse there are gathered the great
doctrines of the second coming of Christ, “waiting for His Son from heaven”; the resurrection of Christ, “whom he raised
from the dead”; and the salvation that Christ wrought in His first coming when He died on the cross, “which delivered us
from the wrath to come.”

Wrath is coming! The closing chapter of First Thessalonians brings this very graphically before us. Thereis a day of
judgment coming. Thereis atime when God is going to judge this sinful world. Christ on Calvary nineteen hundred years
ago delivered us from the wrath to come, that is, He delivered all who would trust in Him, all who would receive the Lord
Jesus Christ as personal Savior. These Thessalonians who lived so long ago had come into the glorious truth that Christ had
died for them. They were delivered from the wrath to come. For them the coming of the Lord was a glorious event to which
they could look with keen anticipation and with hearts that were filled with expectation.

The Challenge

Thisfirst chapter of First Thessalonians constitutes areal challenge to every thinking Christian. It isfirst of al achallenge
for usto ask, “What do people think of uswhen they pray for us?’ Do they remember our work of faith, our labor of love,
and our patience of hope? When they think of us, are they assured of our salvation? Do they seein our lives the evidence
that the Word of God has come in power, that we have been transformed, that we have been made followers of the Lord
Jesus Chrigt, that we exercise our faith in the midst of affliction, that we have the evidence of the joy of the Holy Spirit and a
transformed life so that our testimony is spread abroad? Is that true of us? And isit true of us, like the Thessalonians, that
there isthe living hope of the coming of the Lord, the same one who loved us, who died for our sins that He might deliver us
from the wrath to come, and who was raised in victory over the grave? Y es, this letter was written many years ago, to
Christians who long since have | eft the earthly scene, but the truth lives on. May the truth of this chapter not only livein the
written pages of the Word of God, but may it be manifested in our hearts and in our daily lives.

Questions
1. What do we know about the background of Thessalonica and the situation there when Paul arrived?
2. Why is 1 Thessalonians of special interest?
3. What five words characterize the five chapters of 1 Thessalonians?
4. How would you contrast the state and position of the Thessalonians?

5. How is Paul an example to usin thanksgiving and prayer?



6. What was the basis of Paul’ s assurance of their salvation?

7. What did Paul reveal to them concerning the nature of their hope?
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The Thessalonian Epistles

by John F. Walvoord

Chapter 2
Serving the Coming Lord
1 Thessalonians 2:1-20

Salvation Fir st

Over thefirst chapter the word “salvation” was written because this |etter would never have been written if the
Thessalonians had not trusted in the Lord Jesus. It was the beginning of vital living for God, of entering into eternal things.
It isareminder, of course, that one does not begin living until he is saved by trusting the Lord Jesus Christ. Life begins
when that greatest of all decisionsis made of trusting in Jesus Christ as personal Savior.

There are many today who have religion, that is, they go to church and engage in religious activities. But it isonly too true
that many have only the outer appearance of Christianity and have never come to real faith in Jesus Christ as personal
Savior. The Thessalonians were not guilty of superficial religion, however. They had really trusted Christ and their lives had
been transformed. The fact of their salvation lays the foundation for the truths which are revealed in the chapters which
follow.

A Success Story

Over Chapter 2 can be written a very common word, “service.” The chapter reveals how to serve God both by precept and
by Paul’ s dynamic example. Chapter 2 of First Thessaloniansis a “success story.” Paul had done something that was quite
phenomenal. He had come to atown where there was not a single Christian. He had gone into the Jewish synagogue and
there had preached the gospel. He had preached aso to Gentiles in their homes. In three weeks this dynamic person by the
grace of God had founded a new church—a church which has come down through the centuries to us as an example of faith
and faithfulness. How did he do it?

There are many communities in Americathat need desperately churches bearing areal testimony for Christ. Can we have
such churches? The answer is found in the second chapter of First Thessalonians. Paul begins chapter 2 with the fact of their
testimony being used of God: “For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain.” God had
undertaken for them and blessed the message and souls were saved. In verse 2 the secret of it isrevealed.

Boldnessin Testimony

Over the first two verses of the second chapter we can write the word boldness. One of the reasons why Paul was successful
was that he was bold. If he had gone to Thessalonica and had failed to preach the gospel, the probability isthat in three
weeks he would not have made much of an impression. If he had not told anyone about the Lord Jesus Christ, if he had not
proclaimed boldly that Christ was the only Savior, that Christ loved the world, that He died for the world, that they could be
saved only by trusting in the risen Savior, he would not have had one convert.

Boldnessin Spite of Suffering



Thefirst point in effective service for God is boldness, a boldness made more significant by subjection to suffering. Paul and
Silas had come from Philippi where they had been thrown into prison, and beaten, and had suffered for the gospel’ s sake.
When Paul came to Thessalonica, instead of saying “| have suffered enough”—as some Christians might have done—he
spoke boldly. Hence in verse 2 we read, “ Even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know,
at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention.”

The word that is trandated “bold” comes from a Greek word of eight syllables, eparresiasametha. It is along word. It means
to be bold in the sense of speaking out publicly, of making a public declaration. It is possible to be a secret believer.
Undoubtedly, some are saved that have not told very many about it. But secret believers do not lead soulsto Christ. The way
to lead people to Christ isto be bold, to proclaim the gospel. Thisis the basic program of the present dispensation.

Boldness with Agony of Heart

Paul was called to preach and he preached boldly, “with much contention.” The word which is translated “contention” is
agoni. It isthe word from which we get agony. There was an agony of soul in Paul as he preached the gospel. To be
effective in our testimony, to be successful even by worldly standards, it is necessary to have a boldness inspired by an
agony of heart. This does not mean that one should be tactless, or without common sense in the approach, but there must be
abold witness for Jesus Christ.

Preaching the PureWord

In 1 Thessalonians 2:3-6, the character of Paul’ s preaching is graphically portrayed. One of the tragedies of our day, asall
true Bible students know, is that some preaching is not according to the Word of God. Like the ancient Bereans, modern
Christians need to search the Scriptures, testing the message by the Book. By this standard, Paul’ s preaching rang true. This
was evident first by the things that were not true about his preaching. In verse 3 Paul writes, “ Our exhortation was not of
deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile.” In other words, it was pure in its content and in itsintent. It was pure in the sense
that there was no deceit or, literaly, no error. There was no uncleanness or impurity of motive either.

Danger of Adulterating the Word

Sometimes truth is mixed with error. In fact, the most dangerous kind of preaching is that which is partly true. But Paul said,
“my message was not just partly true. It iswithout error. It has no deceit iniit. It isthe pure truth. It is not adulterated by
human philosophy and human speculation.” It was, then, God’' s message to them concerning Christ.

Paul goes on to afurther claim: his message was also without guile—that is, Paul did not come to trick them and to use
methods that were questionable. He did not try to get a superficial decision for Christ, but he laid down plainly before them
the truth of the gospel and the issues of heaven and hell that were concerned. The result was that when they trusted in Christ
it was a clear-cut decision which resulted in areal testimony that stood the test in the days that followed. It depended upon
the purity of the message in both its content and intent.

Pleasing God

It is also brought out that Paul was afaithful servant of God as he preached. “But as we were allowed of God to be put in
trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.” The final test of every life
and of every message or sermon is “What does God think about it?’ The judgment of God is not always according to the
judgment of men. Men may judge a message by its interest, its literary quality, the words delivered, itsintelligence, the fact
that the speaker revealed great background of knowledge in his subject, or by the skill with which it was delivered. When a
preacher delivers a message for God it should be just as good as he can make it. On the other hand, God is primarily



concerned with the message itself. Isit true? The most beautifully delivered sermon that is not true, that is not God's
message, is useless in the hands of God.

The ultimate test of amessage is, does it please God? That istrue for the preacher, for the Sunday school teacher, or the
persona worker. Thereis no more acid test of any service that is rendered for God than the question, “Isit pleasing to God?’
Our little houses of self-praise and self-gratification tumble in amoment when we stop to consider “What does God think
about it?” As Paul preached he said, “1 was not trying to please you Thessalonians; | did not come here to impress upon you
that | was agreat pulpit orator, or agreat missionary, or agreat scholar. | was here because | was seeking to please God.”
Certainly thisis a standard to challenge every thoughtful Christian.

Twin Evils of Flattery and Covetousness

Paul reveals how thisworked out in verse 5: “Neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of
covetousness; God iswitness.” In thisverse is seen, as was mentioned earlier, in Chapter 1, that Paul appeals sometimesto
the outward, i.e., what man can see; sometimes he appeals to what God can see. It is not difficult for us to identify flattery.
We all know people who are flatterers, and sometimes we like to listen to them. Some people delight to be told, “My, you
look so young,” and to hear the comment that they look fifteen years younger than they actually are. The flesh loves flattery.
But Paul said, “I did not come to you Thessalonians and say, What outstanding citizens you are! What beautiful characters
you are! Folks as good as you are ought to be trusting Christ.” No, he did not use any flattery. He told them the hard truth,
that they were lost sinners, that they were bound for hell, that they needed a Savior desperately, that their religion such as
they had was not enough. They needed Christ; they needed His glorious salvation. There was no flattery in that, was there?
That was the truth. He said, “I did not come to flatter you; | came to deliver a message from God.” He reminds them of the
fact that they knew it. There was no one in Thessal onica who thought of Paul as aflatterer.

But when it came to covetousness, there was something that pertains to the heart. It is not always apparent whether a person
is covetous or not. It is difficult to determine whether one is serving you to make money or whether he is honestly trying to
help you without covetousness. Paul does something here which is certainly the application of the acid test. He calls God to
witness. “As God is my witness, | did not come here to make merchandise of you; | did not come because you promised me
an honorarium, or ahigh salary, or any of the things that pertain to the comforts of life. | did not come that way to you and
you know it. God is witness that my heart was right in this thing.” Not only was his message pure in its content, but his
whole purpose was pure in the sight of God. That, of course, was one of the reasons God could use him.

Renunciation of the Honor of Men

Verse 6 adds another important factor: “Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have
been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.” In other words, Paul could have come to the Thessalonians and expanded his
chest and said, “I am an apostle and you must recognize my high office because God has sent me.” He could have told them
he had the right to order them around, but he said, “I did not come in that spirit. | did not come to be honored by you. | came
because | had a message, because | wanted to help you, because you needed the Savior.” Certainly that is the secret of
effective Christian testimony. Boldness, having our hearts right before God, delivering God’s message in its purity and in its
power, seeking not our own advantage but seeking the glory and the approbation of God—that is the secret of Paul’ s success.

L oving the People of God

Through verse 6 Paul has itemized the things that he did not do. He was not covetous or deceitful and he did not have errors
in his message. In verse 7 and through verse 12 we have what he did do—the positive side of his message. There is a danger
of regarding Christianity as a negative standard. We should not do this; we should not do that; we should not do something
else. There are bona fide negativesin the Christian faith. If one is going to have areal testimony for Christ, there are some
things he cannot do. But Christianity does not consist in negatives. Christianity consists in what one believes, in the life one
lives and in the service one renders. Paul isrevealing here the secret why he was so effective in this Thessal onian church.



In verses 7-8 Paul shows hisloving care for them: “But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children:
so being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our
own souls, because ye were dear unto us.” Here is the compassionate heart that made possible the successful ministry of
Paul.

In our service for God have we lost our heart? Sometimes we do things for God because it is our duty. If we cannot do it for
any other reason, let us do it as our duty. But certainly there is something deeper than that. Paul had come to this city of
Thessalonica, to those he had never seen before. But how he loved them now as trophies of grace! As aparent loves his
child he loved these little ones of Christ.

Paul was taking care of them just as a nurse takes care of her children. Literally, the expression is a“nurse taking care of her
own children.” A professional nurse will often do agood job of taking care of someone else’'s child because she believesin a
certain professional standard of duty. But if it is her own child, that makes a tremendous difference. All the technicalities
now become tremendously important and she iswilling, if necessary, to give her own life, as Paul says heiswilling to do for
the Thessalonians. Paul is revealing the compassion, the burning heart that he has as he deals with these whom he had led to
know Jesus Christ as Savior.

L aboring Night and Day

Paul reminds the Thessalonians aso in verse 9 how he had labored in their midst: “Y e remember, brethren, our labour and
travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel
of God.” Paul did not have a forty-hour week. When it came to 4:30 or 5:00 o’ clock, he did not say, “Now the rest of the day
ismine; | can do with it as| please.” No, Paul was abondslave of Jesus Christ. He was under orders like a soldier whether it
was eight hours or twelve hours or twenty-four hours. Paul was on duty, and as he realized that histime was short he
“laboured night and day.”

In apostolic times it was customary to stop work when darkness came and go to bed. When a person labored night and day it
was the unusual thing, but that was what Paul did. Many alonely hour in the night he was trying to help some soul cometo
Christ, to understand the tremendous issues that were latent in the gospel message, and praying with them. He was laboring
night and day. There was many alate hour when Paul was alone on his knees before God getting the power and strength and
the wisdom to know what to do the next day as he sought to be a true servant of God. The Christian life is not a continuous
vacation. Christians should have vacations even as Christ took His disciples off to rest awhile. But the Christian life should
not be a question of doing as little as possible. Rather like Paul our lives should be poured out in service for the Lord.

Inverses 10-11 he reminds them of hisfaithful labors: “Y e are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and
unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe: as ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every
one of you, as afather doth his children.” Earlier Paul used the figure of a nurse caring for her child, amother’s love if you
please; now he turns to adifferent figure, afather’slove for his children. Both were true in the Apostle’ s heart. His labor and
his ministry were honorable before God who sees the heart. Seeking to win others for Christ is not only a matter of boldness
in the spoken message. There must also be the attendant life of testimony for God. Few Christians realize how many are
watching them to discover in their lives the answer to the question of whether Christianity isreal, whether it really satisfies,
and whether it paysto serve the Lord. Paul, as he ministered to the Thessal onians, not only delivered the message in word
but he delivered the message also in life. His daily life before them was the life of a man who was walking in the will of God.

Walking Worthy

Paul concludes this section, therefore, in verse 12, with the exhortation “ That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called
you unto his kingdom and glory.” Christians are in the kingdom of God now, but there is a glorious kingdom ahead of us
also, the glory that is going to be oursin the predicted millennial kingdom and throughout eternity as we are with Christ. In
view of these things, God has called usto awalk that isin keeping with our destiny. A little child born into aroyal family is



given specia care. He cannot do the things that other children do, at least not in quite the same way. Thereason isthat heis
being prepared for a place of responsibility and leadership.

Christians are exactly in that position. We do not “walk worthy” in order to be saved, or in order to become aroyal child, but
we “walk worthy” of God because we are saved, because we are a child of the King by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. So Paul lays before the Thessalonian Christians this exhortation to “walk worthy.” How many problems this standard
solves! Sometimes folks will come to a preacher or a Sunday school teacher and say: “Now, isthisright? Can a Christian do
this?’ So many of those problems are solved in amoment if the question is asked: “Isit worthy? Isit something that is
honoring to God? Would God be pleased with this situation? So often the uncertainties and the obscurities in the judgment
of men are wiped away when one applies the test of the Scriptures. Certainly there are many things that we cannot do as
Christians because we are Christians, because God has called us to a holy walk and alife that is well pleasing to Him.

Receiving the Word As From God

In the closing portion of Chapter 2, beginning with verse 13, the other side of the picture is presented. In the first eleven
verses Paul’ s secret of success is unfolded — why he preached, how he preached, and why he had such phenomenal resullts.
There are two aspects to every sermon; one is the delivery and the other is the hearing. How do we listen to sermons? We
listen to sermons from different standpoints. A preacher may listen to a sermon to seeif he can get a message for some
future occasion. A Sunday school teacher may listen to a sermon to see if he can get some information for his Sunday school
lesson. A person who islonely may be coming for comfort. A person who is unsaved may be seeking salvation. There are
different motives behind our hearing. Sometimes our motives are not good. Sometimes Christians do not really come with
open hearts to receive a message from God, and become occupied with the messenger instead of the message and the Savior.

The Thessalonian Christians, according to the record, were not simply interested in Paul, as grand a figure as he was, but as
he delivered the message recorded in these verses they received it as the Word of God. Verse 13 notes:” For this cause aso
thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the
word of men, but asit isin truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.” The message was
received not because Paul delivered it. The thing that thrilled them was that they had heard the Word of God. They had
received it as the authoritative Word of God because it came from God. The proof of it isfound in the verses that follow.

Per secution a Test of Faith

Testing had come almost at once for this new band of Christians and they were bitterly persecuted. Paul tells them that they
became followers of others who were persecuted. “Y e, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea
arein Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews.” One of the
hardest experiencesin life when you stand for Christ isto have your own loved ones oppose you. If friends and neighbors
and relatives—one’' s own loved ones—oppose a young Christian, it makesit very difficult, but this was often true in the
early church. It isalso true in modern times. What a young Christian does under these circumstancesis atest of the reality of
his faith. The Thessalonians had stood true, no matter who opposed them.

Persecution was not peculiar to the Thessal onians however. Paul mentions the fact that those who lived in Jerusalem at that
time had “killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary
to al men.” You see Paul, who was a Jew, was being persecuted by his fellow countrymen just as Christ had been crucified
before by His own people. The Thessal onians were going through a similar experience. Opposition to the apostles had gone
so far asto be described in verse 16 as “forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins
alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.” The opposition of the world and of the unbelieving heart is
especially brought out when a person faithfully preaches Christ. The world does not necessarily oppose morality as such. It
often does not oppose religion as such, but it does oppose a bona fide, transforming kind of Christianity. The world does not
want Christ and Him crucified. When we take our stand for Christ, we can expect some opposition from unbelievers.



Paul’s Longing for Them

Paul opens his heart in verses 17 and 18 as he tells them how he longed after them. When we have loved ones who are away
from us and we get word that they are going through the deep waters of affliction, how we want to drop everything and rush
to them! We think they need us, and our comfort and help. Paul was just that way, but he could not go back. If he had gone
back, he would have become a martyr for the faith. He would have cut short aministry that God had for him. It was not
God'swill for Paul to die at this point in hislife. For this reason, he could not go to Thessalonica. Satan hindered him. How
Satan sometimes gets in our way! Thisword hinder in the Greek means to break up the road. The thought is that the way
was impassable. Satan had broken up the road before him and Paul could not get through to them, even though he longed to
see them and to be a further help to them.

What |s Our Hope?

But all was not lost. In verses 19 and 20 there is a bright note, repeated so often in this epistle, the theme of the coming of
the Lord and the joy that will be ours when Christ comes back. Paul asksin verse 19, “What is our hope?’ What does the
future hold for us? Do we have areal hope? A person who is a Christian has areal hope. One who has been born again, who
isachild of God, has area hope. But if our hopeis not in Christ we have no ground for hope. Paul said, “What is our hope,
or joy, or crown of rgjoicing?’

What 1s Our Crown of Regjoicing?

Paul islooking forward to that glad day when thislife’s journey will be over and he would be in the presence of the Lord
along with all the other Christians. He is picturing the time of the translation of the church, when Christ will come for His
own to take them home to glory. He had asked, What is our hope, our joy, our crown of rejoicing? The answer is: “Are not
even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy.” Paul was not content to be
saved himself. It iswonderful to be saved; it iswonderful to know one is going to heaven. But Paul said the real joy that was
going to bein his heart as he stood in the presence of the Lamb of God, the one who loved him, the one who had died for
him on the cross, would be his spiritual children that he would bring with him, whom he had led to know Jesus Christ as
Savior.

Have you ever led a soul to Christ? One may say, “I am not an evangelist. | am not a good personal worker.” But have you
ever tried? God loves to use those who are willing to be used, and there is latent in many a Christian a gift for leading souls
to Christ which he does not realize. Almost anyone can give out gospel tracts. Any Christian can pray. Anyone can give of
his substance for missions. There are more ways than one by which earnest Christians can lead souls to Christ. When that
glad day comes when we are in the presence of Christ, will we have some trophies of grace? Paul said, “When that day
comes, | am going to be exalted. Why? Because of you Thessalonians who came to know the Lord Jesus Christ through my
ministry among you.” In that day, will it be our portion to look at those saved through our gospel testimony and with Paul to
say, “Yeare our glory and joy”?

Questions

1. Why is this chapter a success story?
2. What do we learn about boldness?

3. Explain how Paul’ s message was pure in content and intent.



4. Contrast Paul’ s desire to please God and his approach to pleasing men.

5. Contrast what Paul did not do with what he did do in presenting his message to them.

6. How does Paul describe the response of the Thessalonians to his message?

7. How does Chapter 2 end on a message of hope?
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The Thessalonian Epistles

by John F. Walvoord

Chapter 3
Unblamablein Holiness
1 Thessalonians 3:1- 4:12

Background of Chapter Three

In the first chapter of 1 Thessalonians, the great theme of salvation was unfolded. There is nothing in all the world that
thrillsthe heart like areal experience of trust in the Lord Jesus, which the Thessalonians had experienced. Chapter 2
presented the challenge of Christian service. Paul speaks of his own service and the rules of ministry, aswell as the service
and faithfulness of the Thessalonian church asit will be recognized at the judgment seat of Christ in glory. Chapter 3, before
us now, has the theme of sanctification, which continues into Chapter 4 through verse 12.

The Good Tidingsfrom Thessalonica

In 1 Thessalonians 3:1-10 Paul relates the testimony of the Thessalonian church as it was brought to him. In aword, thisis
what happened: When Paul was meditating upon the need of the Thessalonian church and his heart was burdened in prayer
for them, he had sent Timothy back to find out how they were getting along. He is described as “ our brother, and minister of
God, and our fellow-labourer in the gospel of Christ.” Gracious words here from the great apostle! The purpose of sending
Timothy was “to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith.” Timothy was to do what Paul longed to do
himself, but could not. Paul wanted the Thessal onians to continue steadfast in spite of affliction of which Paul states, “We
are appointed thereunto.” He was concerned lest the trial uncover superficiality in their faith and “our labour bein vain.”

Timothy had gone to Thessalonica and had brought encouragement to them, continuing to teach them the Word of God.
Now Timothy has returned to Paul with the message that the Thessalonians were standing fast in the faith, that they longed
to see Paul, that they were just as he had left them — their hearts fixed upon the Lord Jesus Christ and looking for His
coming. Paul’s own heart overflowed as he contemplated the goodness of God in blessing his testimony there and working
so abundantly in the lives of these Thessalonians.

Paul’s Great Heart

There are a number of things that could be said about this portion of Scripture. Paul recites how he was comforted and how
the tidings came. It is summed up more or lessin verse 8: “For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.” More expressively
trandated, it states: “Now we arerealy living, if you are standing fast in the faith.” In other words, his whole spiritual joy
and happinessis linked with the experience of victory in this Thessalonian church. Consider for a moment the background
of this statement. How interested and how concerned would we be if we had been in Paul’ s position? Paul had been there
just afew weeks and had led these few souls to Christ, but now it seemsthat his very life depended upon the success and the
prosperity of this church. His whole heart was wrapped up in the spiritual prosperity of these his children in the faith.

What a challenge this should be to us that we may have that same sensitivity of the soul, that we may have that passion, that
love which was in the heart of Christ Himself for the sheep, for the people of God. In the Bible, men of God, men who really



served God had a heart for the needs of souls. Too often in our modem life our theology isin one compartment and our heart
isin another. We believe that souls are lost without Christ and recognize human suffering and human need, but it is never
trandated into prayer, or into helpfulness, or into doing what we can to meet the needs of others. What a contrast to Paul!

Inverses 9 and 10 we get a picture of Paul’s great heart. “For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy
wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God; night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might
perfect that which islacking in your faith?’ Here is the compassionate heart of Paul toward the Thessalonian believers and
his concern lest they lack something of completion of their spiritual faith and experience. Modern Christians are so proneto
ignore a need like this. While recognizing that so many Christians are ignorant of the great truths of Scripture and are not
going on with the Lord, they do not have areal prayer life; they do not give themselvesto the study of the Word; they are
not soul winners. It isatragedy that in our hearts there can be such coldness and such a lack of response to spiritual need.
What a challenge Paul is! In his own spiritual experience his heart is overflowing in praise to God for hearing his prayer. It
was not just afew minutes or afew sentences of prayer, but he tells us here he spent hours, day and night, praying to God
for the continuance and faithfulness of thislittle band of Christians. If we had prayer like that and if our hearts were stirred
like Paul’ s, we would have a spiritual revival such as this nation has never seen. What we need isrevival first of all in the
hearts of the people of God.

The Challengeto Our Hearts

What does Paul say to usin this passage? He is saying that if we are really committed to the Lord—if we are really letting
the Holy Spirit rule supremely in our hearts and lives—that there should be the evidence of the love of the Spirit and the
compassion of the Spirit toward our fellow Christians as well as toward those who do not know the Lord Jesus. The
challenge of this passage isto let the Spirit of God transform our hearts and make them tender, that we may not follow the
pattern of this careless and indifferent generation which is unmindful of the spiritual needs of those about us.

Are we really concerned about souls? Do we pray for the salvation of that neighbor in the next apartment or in the next
house? Are we concerned in our churches about the backsliders and the indifferent who are not serving the Lord as they
should? Paul tells us that the secret isto pray. If we have areal burden of prayer we will have Paul’ s experience of the joy of
answered prayer. Certainly these are important and most practical verses.

Increasing and Aboundingin Love

In verses 11 and 12 Paul breathes another prayer that he might go back and see the Thessalonians again. “Now God himself
and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you. And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love
one toward another, and toward al men, even as we do toward you.” In other words, Paul said: “Let us go on in our
Christian faith.” The most dangerous thing in our spiritual experience is to ease off and to rest on our oars. Normal Christian
growth brings with it an increase in love to each other and to al men. While the Thessalonians were amodel church, there
was still room for growth and improvement.

Perfecting That Which IsLacking

The coming of the Lord is mentioned again in verse 13. In Thessalonians every chapter deals with the Lord’s coming. The
last verse of Chapter 1 dealt with waiting for the Lord’ s return. Chapter 2 spoke of the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at
His coming in verse 19. The last verse of Chapter 3 deals once again with the coming of the Lord. Paul, as heis praying for
these Thessalonian Christians, hasin mind not only their present holiness, but also that they should go on to perfection.

In verse 10 the word perfect is mentioned, “ That we ... might perfect that which islacking in your faith.” There are somein
our day who think that it is not possible to be saved unless one reaches a stage of moral perfection. They attribute to the
word perfect ideas which are contrary to the Word of God. Paul was praying that “God might perfect that which islacking.”
What did he mean? It seems clear that he was not doubting their salvation because he speaks of “knowing, brethren, your



election” (1:4).
What IsBiblical Perfection?

There are two main ideas about perfection in the Bible. Thereisfirst of al the idea of perfection which is the thought of
coming to the end of ajourney or the fulfillment of a purpose or adesign. It is fulfillment or perfection in the sense, for
instance, of a perfect man, one who has grown through boyhood and youth until he has the full stature of aman. Heisa
perfect man in the sense that he has reached the goal of growth. He is perfect in the sense that he has completed the man.
There is another word used for perfection which has the thought of equipment. It means to be completely equipped, in other
words, the details are in order. A home, for instance, can be spoken of as being fully equipped. It has everything that a home
ought to have: furniture, curtains, rugs, and everything else. It is perfectly equipped. Thisiswhat Paul had in mind here.

Perfection Never M eans Sinless

Paul accordingly prayed that God might perfect that which was lacking in these Thessalonian Christians. Their faith needed
to be enlarged. Their lives were not complete in their spiritua experience. Paul wanted God to deal with them and to bring
them on to that further step of perfection. Nowhere in the Bible is the word perfect used to mean sinlessly perfect. In fact,
that is not theidea at all. Thereis need for another word in English into which we could trans ate these words, because the
word perfection in the ordinary sense is not exactly theidea. It is only the thought of completion or attainment but not the
idea of sinless perfection. Paul is praying that the Thessal onians might be complete and in the end might stand unblamable
in holiness before God.

Unblamablein Holiness

In verse 13 Paul’ s prayer for them is that they may abound in love “to the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in
holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.” Some may recall how H. A.
Ironside, that great expositor of Scripture, in his early years struggled with the problem of holiness, seeking earnestly an
experience of complete sanctification. The story istold in his book, Holiness, the False and the True, in which he says he
thought he had to be completely holy in order to be saved. Accordingly, he would have some experience and would believe
he was saved and completely sanctified. He would go on for aweek or two and then suddenly be aware that he was not
perfect after all. Then he came to the conclusion that he was not saved. So he would do the whole thing over again. In this
difficulty, he discovered Hebrews 12:14 where he read: “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man
shall seethe Lord.” He reasoned correctly that when one follows he has not attained, but that it will be attained when we see
the Lord.

This same thought isin 1 Thessalonians 3:13: “to the end that he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before
God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all hissaints.” While we are imperfect in thislife,
constantly falling short and having to come to God in confession of our sins, the day is coming when we shall be perfect,
absolutely unblamable, not only in our position before God but in our spiritual state. That day will be when we stand before
Christ at His coming. We are rightly concerned about our imperfections, but, thank God, if He has saved our soul He will
never let us go until He has brought us to perfection which will be realized when Christ comes for His own. Thisisthe great
expectation behind Paul’ s prayer that these Thessalonians may grow in grace and attain the ultimate goal of being
unblamable in holiness before Christ at His coming.

Coming Eventsin the Prophetic Word

Verse 13 has attracted students of the Word from another standpoint in regard to the expression,” at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ with al his saints.” Many Bible teachers teach, as does the writer, that the Lord is coming for His church at any
time. We believe in the imminent return of Christ, that 1 Thessalonians 4 is going to be fulfilled, that the dead in Christ are



going to arise, and that living Christians will be translated without dying into the presence of God. We further believe that
after this event there will take place a great time of trouble in the world, predicted by Daniel and Christ Himself, culminating
in the great tribulation. We believe that at the end of the great tribulation Christ is coming back in power and glory from
heaven with the saints and with the holy angels and that He will establish His righteous government on the earth as predicted
many times in the Bible, which will last, according to Revelation 20, for one thousand years and ultimately will be followed
by the eternal state after the judgment of the great white throne.

Where does this passage fit into this background? Many expositors, in considering this particular expression, “at the coming
[lit., in the coming] of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints,” have distinguished His coming for His saints (the rapture)
and His coming with His saints (the second coming to establish the millennial kingdom). While thisis abonafide
distinction, it raises the question: “ Just when will Christians be presented unblamable in holiness before God?” If we believe
that Christ is coming before the great tribulation, we are going to be presented unblamable in holiness before God long
before His second coming to set up His kingdom. If that is true, how can we explain this portion of Scripture?

ThreeWordsfor the Coming of the Lord

The secret of it isin the word coming. There are at least three great words in the New Testament used to express the truth
about the coming of the Lord: epiphaneia, apokalupsis, and parousia. All three of these words are used of Christ coming for
His church. They are also used of His coming to set up His kingdom on the earth. They are not technical words, then, but
genera words, and al of them have to do with the coming of Christ. One of them (epiphaneia)simply speaks of His
appearing, that is, that we are going to see Him. We are told also that when Christ comes to set up His kingdom on the earth
every eye will see Him.

There is another word (apokalupsis) trandlated revelation. It is the word used for the name of the last book of the New
Testament, the Revelation of Jesus Christ in the sense of the revelation of His glory. When Christ came the first time He
came in humiliation. His glory was veiled except on the Mount of Transfiguration and perhaps in the Garden of
Gethsemane. In the latter place, when those who came to take Him asked if He was Jesus and He said “I am,” they all fell
before Him to the ground, apparently struck down by a momentary flash of the glory and authority of Christ. For the most
part, however, His glory was veiled even after His resurrection. When He comes the second time we will see Him in His
glory and thiswill be arevelation.

The word that isfound herein 1 Thessalonians 3:13 is the third word, the Greek word parousia, which means presence, but
isusually translated coming. Thisword is derived from two words: a preposition (para) meaning along, and ousiawhich isa
form of the verb to be; hence the word means, to be aong side of, or to be present. While commonly translated in the Bible
by the word coming, the word itself does not strictly mean coming and is used with other meanings. It means presence and is
so trandated in 2 Corinthians 10:10 and Philippians 2:12.

What does this word coming or presence mean here in Thessal onians? When someone is coming, we also speak of his
presence. For instance, a visiting preacher might be welcomed with the words,” We are happy for the coming of the
Reverend John Doe.” What would be meant by that? How he came would not be important; the point would be that heis
here. What is meant is that we are glad for his presence. His coming was just the means to the end. Even in English we use
the term coming in the sense of presence. That is precisely the thought here. But when are we going to be in the presence of
the Father?

In the Presence of the Lord

According to Scripture, Christians are going to meet Christ in the air. We are going to be present with Him at that moment.
After we meet Him in the air, He will take us home to glory to be in the presence of the Father and the holy angels. After
that we are coming back to the earth with Christ. This word coming here may not refer specifically to the coming of Christ
with His saints to the earth, but rather the coming to heaven when they will be in the presence of the Father. That is the same



thought considered in 2:19, “in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming,” literaly,” before our Lord Jesus Christ
in his presence.” In 3:13, the verse, trandated literally, reads, “before God, even our Father in the presence [italics supplied]
of our Lord Jesus Christ with all hissaints.” There isacoming to the earth, but there is also the coming to heaven. What an
event that arrival in heaven is going to be! All the holy angels will be in attendance on that day. When the dead in Christ and
living Christians are caught up to be with the Lord and arrive in heaven as the trophies of grace, the marvels of God’'s
resurrection power, they will be presented as a spotless bride, as a holy people, as those who are the workmanship of Christ.
At the coming of Christ with all His saints to heaven, we will be “unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father.” In
that day we will not be “unblamable” because of any works on our part. It will rather reflect our entering in God's marvelous
grace—unblamabl e because every sin is washed away, every unholy thing once and forever removed.

Sanctification the Will of God

Having held before them this glorious prospect, in Chapter 4 Paul goes on to deal with the great doctrine of sanctification:
“We beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to
please God, so ye would abound more and more.” He was never content with past spiritual achievement. There was always
the appeal to be growing, expanding, having more. In verse 2 he reminds them that this is the commandment he had given
them by the Lord Jesus, “For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.”

In verses 3-8 the great subject of sanctification is discussed. Verse 3 reads: “For thisis the will of God, even your
sanctification.” Too often when this verseisread, those reading stop in the middle of verse 3 and do not go on to study the
context. Furthermore, there is atendency to read into this word sanctification the thought of moral perfection. That is not
what Paul meant. What he is saying is that the Thessalonian believers were already sanctified. In other words, they had
already been set apart as holy to God.

Just what does it mean to be sanctified? Suppose one were living in the time of Christ and wanted to make a gift to the
temple. He would bring his gift of gold coins and lay them on the altar. What happened to those gold coins? The moment
they were given to God they became sanctified. They were set apart for holy use. The sanctification did not change the
character of the gold coins, but it did change their use and the purpose for which they were directed. So, every true Christian
has been set apart as holy to God, even though he falls short of perfection.

Sanctification | s Not a State of Sinlessness

Even acasua study of the Bible will show that holiness in the Bible does not necessarily mean moral perfection. For
instance, consider the expression that isfound in 2 Peter, that holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit. Of whom is this speaking? Peter was referring to the Old Testament writers of Scripture and to prophets who spoke
the Word of God. Were those men holy? Y es, they were. The Scripture says so. Were those men perfect? Certainly not. Was
M oses perfect? Was David perfect? Y et Moses wrote the law and David wrote some of the most beautiful psalms. They
were not perfect, but were nevertheless holy. God had set apart these prophets to His own holy use. Though they were not
perfect, He guided them so that they wrote perfect Scripture. The Word of God as it came forth from them was inspired of
God. But they were still imperfect and had to strive just as we do for holy living.

Sanctification |s Practical Righteousness

Does this mean Christians should not strive for holiness? Certainly not. As Paul deals with these Thessalonians he says to
them: “Thisisthe will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication.” The idol worship from
which some of these Thessalonians had been saved included the most abominable and immoral rites. The Thessalonian
Christians who were Gentiles had come out of that background, where immorality and religion were al mixed up. Thereis
no holinessin heathen religion. Holiness was an entirely new idea. For the first time they were faced with the fact that
worshiping God involved a holy life. Paul had to deal with them as he did with the Corinthians and others, reminding them
that as Christians their bodies were set apart as holy to God.



In keeping with the high moral standards befitting Christians, Paul exhorts them not to give themselvesto the lust of desire
asthe Gentiles do. In verse 6 he writes: “That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter.” He hasin mind here
aman running off with another’s wife. He forbids this, because God “is the avenger of all such.” In verses 7 and 8 Paul

adds: “God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God,
who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.” Once again we are reminded that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit
and therefore we are set apart as holy to God. How we need to enter into this! Do we readlize that our lives have been bought
by the precious blood of Christ? Do we realize that our bodies are a holy temple occupied by the Holy Spirit? That istrue
whether we recognize it or not. Paul is appealing to the Thessalonian believersto live alife of holiness, alife of being set
apart to the holy things of God.

Christian LovelsHoly

In verses 9 and 10 Christian love isintroduced in contrast to lust. What a difference! He tells them: “But as touching
brotherly love [which ought to characterize the Christian] ye need not that | write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of
God to love one another. And indeed ye do it toward al the brethren which arein al Macedonia: but we beseech you,
brethren, that ye increase more and more.” Loveis agrowing experience. We should increase more and more in our love.
Do we love the Lord Jesus Christ more today than we did ayear ago, or two years ago, or three years ago? We ought to. If
we have been going on with the Lord we know more about Him, and the more we know about Him the more we are going to
love Him. If we do not love the Lord Jesus it is because we are not very well acquainted with Him. He is altogether lovely.

Walking Honestly

Inverses 11 and 12 there is avery practical admonition: “ That ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to
work with your own hands, as we commanded you; that ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye
may have lack of nothing.” These are words of sound wisdom. Sometimes Christians get so concerned with the coming of
the Lord that they forget that there is atask to do right now.

Paul isavery practical man. He believed in the glory to come, but he also believed that we should lead a practical life. One
of the things he commands is to study to be quiet. God honors the person who is quiet, particularly about his own exploits.
We are exhorted also to mind our own business. No one gets into trouble minding his own business, but if he starts minding
someone else’ s business, that usually causes alot of trouble. They were exhorted to mind their own business, and to work
with their own hands. Honest toil is a good thing, and God' s people need to work to earn an honest living.

There are many illustrations of thisin the Bible. It is recorded of Haggai and Zechariah, the great prophets who exhorted
Israel to build the temple, that they worked with their own hands. When Paul ministered the gospel and ran out of funds, he
did not wring his hands and say, “Now God has not been faithful to me.” Oh no! He made some tents. He worked with his
own hands. That is perfectly honorable. Today the standard too often isto do as little as one can for as much as one can. The
Bible standard is just the opposite. The purpose of it is*“That ye may walk honestly,” in other words, pay our debts.
Sometimes Christians are not too careful in their business relationships.

The Call toHoly Living

This business of sanctification, this call to holiness, extends to every aspect of our life. May God challenge us. We have
been sanctified by the blood of Christ, by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit, by the purposes of God in our lifein
time and eternity. May we give ourselves to these things as the Holy Spirit speaksto our hearts.




Questions

1. Whom did Paul send to Thessalonica and what report did he receive from him?
2. How did Paul’ s response to this report indicate his great heart?

3. What was Paul’ s prayer for the Thessalonians?

4. What does Paul teach about sinless perfection now and in the future?

5. On what prophetic note does Chapter 3 end?

6. What three important words are used for the Lord’s coming?

7. What is meant by sanctification?

8. What is the difference between love and lust?

9. What practical advice does Paul give in verses 11 and 12?
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The Thessalonian Epistles

by John F. Walvoord

Chapter 4
The Trandation of the Church
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

The Daily Expectation of the Early Church

The fourth chapter of 1 Thessalonians contains one of the outstanding prophetic or eschatological passages of the New
Testament. In this epistle there is constant reference to future things, each chapter closing with some alusion to prophecy. It
was typical of the early church to have daily expectation that Christ would return. None of the apostles or early Christians,
however, realized that the church age in which we find ourselves would be extended two thousand years. They, of course,
did not set any date for the return of the Lord, but they were looking for Christ’s coming in their lifetime, and this
expectation continued in the early church fathers.

In the Old Testament there had been many predictions concerning Christ’s coming, including His first as well as His second
coming. As far as the Old Testament revelation was concerned, both comings were seen in one picture. The disciples did not
understand the distinction between the two comings because the Old Testament does not make clear that there was to be a
period of time between the first and the second coming of Christ. The disciples anticipated that when Christ came the first
time He would fulfill the prophecies that actually pertained to His second coming, such as the earthly reign of Christ, the
kingdom of righteousness and peace, and the deliverance of the Jews from their enemies, the Romans. They confidently
expected that Christ would reign and that they would reign with Him. That is why they were so disappointed and
disillusioned when Christ began to tell them that it was necessary for Him to die. They could not fit this into the picture.
They thought Christ was going to bring in the Messianic kingdom immediately.

Doctrine of Trandation Introduced in John 14

In Chapter 14 of John, in the very shadow of the cross, Christ reveals an amazing new revelation which He had not tried to
teach them before, that is, that there was another purpose of God to be fulfilled first before bringing in the millennial
kingdom. Christ told the disciples that He was going to leave them and go to heaven, that He would prepare a place for them
in heaven, and that He would come back to receive them unto Himself. In other words, He revealed to them that before He
fulfilled His purpose to bring in a kingdom on earth He was going to take them home to glory first. He would come back for
them and take them to dwell with Him in the Father’ s house in heaven before His return to the earth. Thistruth, of course,
was not completely understood by the early Christians, just asit is not completely understood by many Christians today, but
it inspired a daily expectancy of His return. They were looking for Christ to come and take them home to glory. This was not
death, though of course when a Christian dies we believe that he is “ absent from the body” and “ present with the Lord.”
They were looking for Christ to come and take them home to glory without dying.

The Order of Resurrection and Trandation

Though Paul had been in Thessalonicaa short time, it is quite clear that he taught the Thessalonian Christians this truth. As
this epistle makes plain, they had no doubt as to the truth of the coming of Christ for them. But there was a problem which
Paul had not made clear to them. That was the question concerning the time when their loved ones who had died in Christ



would be raised. It is evident that Paul had taught them that there would be a number of resurrections in a chronological
order as the Scriptures portray—not just one general resurrection as some believe today. The question in their minds was:
When, in the order of the various resurrections, would the loved ones in Christ be raised? Apparently they thought they
would be caught up to be with the Lord at any time and that the resurrection of their loved ones would be delayed, possibly
until after the great tribulation when Christ came back to establish His kingdom. They wanted some instruction on this point.
Paul writes this letter to answer this question.

The Certainty of Christian Hope

In 1 Thessalonians 4:13 Paul states. “| would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that
ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.” One of the great facts of the Christian faith is that we have hope when
our loved onesin Christ are taken away from usin death. Christians often fail to realize the hopel essness that characterizes
heathen religions. Thereis no hopein the future life apart from the Lord Jesus Christ. A Christian has a wonderful hope that
after thislife there is going to be a glorious, unending existence in the presence of God with all the joy and ecstasy that will
be ours when we are joined to Christ and with our loved ones in Christ who have gone on before us. So Paul tells the
Thessalonians that he does not want them to have the attitude of the pagan world which has no hope, but instead he wants
them to enter experimentally into the glory of the hope that is before them.

In verse 14 the ground for that hope is given. How certain is our hope? “ For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” In other words, the precious truth concerning the coming
of Christ for His own is as certain as the central doctrine of the death and resurrection of Christ. Unless we are absolutely
certain concerning the death and resurrection of Christ, we are not certain in our Christian hope. The place to beginis at the
cross of Christ. It isthere that Christ died for our sins; it is there we learn that we had a substitute—one who was able to
save us and one who provided a sufficient sacrifice for our sin. We do not progress in our Christian faith until we come to
the cross. Linked with the crossis the resurrection of Christ which is God's seal and the evidence or the apologetic for our
Chrigtian faith. Here is the stamp of certainty: Christ rose from the dead. If we believe that Christ died for us, if we believe
that Christ rose from the dead, and really believe it by receiving Jesus Christ as our Savior, then we have a ground for hope.

Loving His Appearing

One of the reasons why so many in these days do not consider seriously the coming of Christ for them is that they have not
been at the cross of Christ enough. Pulpits that do not proclaim the death of Christ and His resurrection can hardly be
expected to preach the coming of the Lord. It isall tied together. If we accept what the Scriptures teach about the first
coming of Christ and put our trust in Him, then there will be planted in our hearts an earnest desire to see the Savior, and the
truth of His coming for us will be exceedingly precious. Do we really love the Lord' s appearing? Does it mean anything that
Christ might come back today? There are many Christians who may have it as a part of their creed, but not asaliving
expectation. The difficulty isthat their hearts and minds are not really fixed on Christ. We will love the appearing of the
Lord in direct proportion as we love the Lord Himself. If we love Him, if we long to see Him who first loved us, then the
truth of the Lord’s coming and the fact that He could come today will be a precious truth.

Them Which Are Adleep

In verse 14 there is the statement: “Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” Reference is madein verse 13
and in verse 15 to “them which are asleep,” and in verse 14tothem “which sleep in Jesus.” What doesit mean? Slegp isa
softened expression for death, which for a Christian is very much like sleep. We understand from Scripture that it refers to
bodies which are laid in the grave. Asfar as our souls and spirits are concerned, we go immediately into the presence of
God, into the conscious enjoyment of heaven, for “to be absent from the body” is “to be present with the Lord.” We believe
in the sleep of the body, but we do not believe in the sleep of the soul. Those whose bodies are sleeping in the grave,
according to this Scripture, will be resurrected when Christ comes back.



Thereisaproblem in verse 14 in the statement, “them also which sleep in Jesus.” Literaly, it is“them also which sleep
through Jesus,” the preposition being not in according to the Greek New Testament, but through. What does it mean to sleep
through Jesus? The meaning is that when a Christian dies, his hope of being in the presence of God is made possible through
Jesus. Our loved ones who are asleep through Jesus go to sleep in the certain hope of waking. Some have taken the
expression “through Jesus’ to go with “shall God bring with him.” Thisis also true and may be the meaning of the
expression. All our hopeis certainly “through Jesus.”

The Time of the Resurrection

In verse 15 and following Paul answers their main question. This question was not “Is the Lord coming?’ or “Are we going
to be with the Lord?’ They believed that. The question was: “What is going to happen to our loved ones who have preceded
usin death?” Some of the Thessalonians may have died a martyr’ s death. The expression “asleep through Jesus’ could mean
this. In any case, in the few months since Paul had been in Thessal onica these had slipped away from their mortal bodies. It
reminds us of the uncertainty of life. Whether we are young or old, whether well or in poor health, we do not know how
much time God is going to give us to serve Him in thisworld. These few in the Thessalonian church who had aready died in
Christ wereillustrations of the uncertainty of human life. We should be living every day in such away that if it is our last
day on earth it will be aday well spent in the Master’ s will.

Because some had gone on to be with the Lord, Paul writes the Thessaloniansin verses 15 and 16: “For this we say unto you
by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent [or “shall not
precede’] them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” The question had been asked: “When will the
dead in Christ be raised?’

The answer is: “The dead in Christ will be raised before we go to seethe Lord.” Then it follows, verse 17: “ Then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord.” This passage teaches that when Christ comes back He will come back to the atmospheric heaven. When that
occurs and the other events which are pictured here, Christians whose bodies have been in the grave will be resurrected,

their bodies will be transformed into resurrection bodies and they will meet the Lord in the air. All of thiswill take placein a
split second before living Christians are translated from these bodies of flesh into resurrection, immortal, incorruptible
bodies.

The Trandlation of Living Saints

The companion passage to 1 Thessalonians 4 is the revelation given in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52. Just as 1 Thessalonians 4
teaches about the dead in Christ, so 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 teaches concerning the translation of the living saints. It reveals
that they will be transformed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and will be given immortal, incorruptible bodies. This
Corinthian passage teaches very plainly the order of the resurrection of Christians. It is going to occur just a moment before
the trandlation of the church. Those rising from the grave and the church on the earth are going to be caught up to meet the
Lord in theair.

The Scriptures also seem to make it very clear that when Christ comes for His own He will take them to heaven where He
has gone now to prepare a place for usin the Father’ s house (John 14:1-3). Thereafter on the earth, while the churchisin
glory, will take place the great climactic event of this age—the great tribulation, and the outcalling of a great many Jews and
Gentiles even in that awful time who come to trust in Christ. There will be many martyrsin this period. The climax will
come when Christ returnsin power and glory with the angels and with the church from heaven to set up His righteous
kingdom on the earth.

The Shout of Command



There are some aspects of the revelation that deserve closer study. In verse 16 it is stated that the Lord Himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout. This word for shout is a peculiar word. It isaword for acommand. It is the shout of a military
officer giving a command such as “Forward, march.” When Christ comes back He will give a shout of command. In Chapter
11 of John the™ account is given of Lazarus being raised from the dead. When Christ went to the tomb and said, “Lazarus,
come forth,” Lazarus came forth. Some have commented that if Christ had left off the name of Lazarus, al the dead would
have come forth. Such was the authority and sovereignty of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lazarus was not resurrected in the sense
that we will be. He was restored to a mortal body and in due time, as age came upon him, it can be presumed that he died a
natural death and was returned to the tomb. Christians will be resurrected like the resurrection body of Christ and will have a
resurrection body which will never wear out, which will never be subject to death or disease or pain, abody which will last
for al eternity, suited for the glorious presence of the Lord.

The Voice of the Archangel

In attendance was the voice of the archangel, who is none other than Michael, the chief of the angels, and the special
protector of Israel. He also gives a shout. The Bible does not explain why Michael gives this shout or why he should be
included. The Scriptures do reveal, however, that there is agreat battle going on, a battle which began in the Garden of Eden
and perhaps even before, and has continued through the present age. This battle is against the forces of darkness, the forces
of Satan and the wicked angels and the demons who are associated with him. Thisis why Paul tells us that we wrestle not
with flesh and blood. Thisis why we need to pray without ceasing. Thisiswhy we need to come to God for protection, care,
and guidance. When the archangel speaks, it isa shout of victory not only for men but a shout of victory for the angels. It is
agreat victory for the angels when Christ comes for His church. Even though it is awork of Christ and not the angels, the
archangel regjoices and exults in the tremendous victory over the forces of evil that is occasioned by the resurrection of the
church from the dead.

The Trump of God

Another significant expression is “the trump of God.” There are many trumpets mentioned in Scripture. There were trumpets
in the Old Testament at the beginning of each month. There was the feast of trumpets and countless different trumpets. In
the order of march, trumpets were used. The trumpet seems, in Scripture, to be a sign of assembling, asign of going

forward, of taking a new step, of unfolding something that has not been revealed before. The sounding of the trumpet hereis
like the sounding of the trumpet to an army. It isthe call to forward march. So in this passage there is the shout, the voice of
the archangel, and the trump of God. These are three separate things, but they picture to us one grand event: the coming of
Christ for His church, and the trandation of the church living and dead from scenes of earth to the scenes of heaven.

Some students of Scripture have had difficulty with the trump because they find other trumps in the Bible. For instance, in
the Book of Revelation thereis mention of seven trumpets. These are part of the dramatic sequence of events unfolded in
what Christ called the great tribulation. Revelation presents first of all seven seals. Out of the seventh seal there comes a
series of events which is called the seven trumpets, and out of the seventh trumpet comes another series of events known as
the seven bowls of the wrath of God or the seven vials. These picture in very graphic language in the Book of Revelation the
climactic events of the great tribulation leading up to the second coming of Christ.

In 1 Corinthians 15 there is mention of the last trump and some have said: “If thisisthe last trump, it must be the seventh
trump of Revelation.” That certainly is not true! Anyone who will study the subject of trumpets from Genesisto Revelation
will find that there are many trumps. In fact, the last trump of Revelation is not the last trump in the Bible at all. At the
second coming of Christ, which is after the seven bowls of wrath, there still is another trump that calls the elect, mentioned
in Matthew 24:31.

Isthistrump of 1 Thessalonians 4 and 1 Corinthians 15:52 the same as the seventh trump of the Revelation? What do the
seven trumpets of Revelation do? Every one of them is ajudgment of God upon a Christ-rejecting world. They assemble no
one; they are not symbols of salvation; they are not symbols of deliverance; there are no resurrections; they are symbols of
judgment upon men living in the world who have rejected the Lord Jesus Christ.



By contrast, what is the significance of the trump of 1 Thessalonians 4? It is a call addressed to the saved, to those who have
trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ. It isatrumpet of deliverance, of grace, and of mercy. God is dealing with His saintsonly in
this trump and there is absolutely no connection with judgment upon unbelievers. The only similarity is that in both cases
there are trumps. Simply because there is mention of the last trump in 1 Corinthians 15 does not mean that it is the last trump
in God’ s whole program.

At Dallas Theological Seminary there are classes regulated by a system of bells. These bells ring several times each hour.
The question sometimes arises concerning what bell has been ringing. There is a series of bells: athree-minute warning bell,
then the bell to start the class, another warning bell five minutes before the end of the class, and finally the last bell closing
the class period. When the warning bell preceding the beginning of the class rings, someone might ask, “Is that the last
bell?” The answer would be, “No, that isthefirst bell.” A few minuteslater the last bell—which is the bell that begins the
class—would ring. After forty-five minutes, the warning bell near the end of the class session would ring. Someone then
might ask, “Isthat the first bell?” The reply of course would be, “Yes, that isthefirst bell.” In another five minutes, the bell
would ring again—the last bell for the class hour. In afew minutes the whole cycle of bells begins again for the next hour.
Thelast bell for one class hour would ring before the first bell of the next hour. How ridiculous it would be to make all the
“last bells’ one and the same. So it is with the trumpets of Scripture. The last trumpet for the church is long before any of the
trumpets of Revelation.

Meeting the Lord in the Air

The Thessalonians passage continues with another tremendous revelation. “ The dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord.” This Scripture does not reveal where we are to go with the Lord, but, as has been already indicated, John 14
tells us plainly that when Christ comes for us He will take us to the Father’ s house in heaven. When we meet the Lord in the
air, we shall assemble in the atmospheric heaven and from there go to the third heaven, which is the immediate presence of
the Father. Thisisindicated in the last part of the preceding chapter where Paul speaks of our being in the presence of God
the Father, unblamable in holiness.

It will be awonderful event when you and | who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ in thislife stand in His presence. In
that triumphant moment we will be like Christ for we are told in 1 John 3 that we will be perfectly holy. We will be cleansed
from every spot and wrinkle and every sign of age and corruption. We will be a perfect and a beautiful bride for our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ and shall be with Him forever. Whether Christ isin heaven or reigning on the earth, or in the new
earth or the new heaven in eternity future, wherever Christ is there shall the church aso be. We are going to be with the
Lord forever.

The Dead in Christ

A fascinating sideline study is the expression “the dead in Christ” (v. 16). What does it mean to be “in Christ” and who are
the dead in Christ? Obviously the “dead in Christ” are those who in life were in Christ and have died a physical death. In
other words, their bodies have been laid in the grave and their spirits have gone to heaven. This expression occurs about
forty timesin the New Testament and in most of these instances refers to our position in Christ. When a person receives
Jesus Christ as Savior and trusts in Him as the Son of God, as the one who died for him on the cross and who shed His blood
for his sins and rose in triumph, God does something. He saves his soul.

At the very moment God saves us many wonderful things happen. Lewis Sperry Chafer in his book Salvation lists thirty-
three things that occur instantaneously the very moment a person puts His trust in Jesus Christ. One of the things that occurs
isthat we are placed in Christ which the Scriptures explain by telling us that we are baptized into one body and are baptized
into Christ. We become an integral part of the organism which is the church of Jesus Christ in the world. This occurs the
instant we really trust in Christ. Every genuine Christian is equally in Christ. First Thessalonians 4 teaches that the dead in



Christ will be raised when Christ comes back. It is a selective resurrection. All dead will not be raised. The Scriptures make
it plain that unsaved people will not be raised until many years later after the predicted millennium as is made very clear in
the twentieth chapter of the Book of Revelation. The question which has bothered Bible students is whether the dead in
Christ include all the saints who have died up to this point or doesit include only the saints of this dispensation, that is, from
the Day of Pentecost until the present time?

C. I. Scofield, who edited the Scofield Reference Bible which has been such a blessing to countless numbers of readers, says
in anote on 1 Thessalonians 4 that the dead in Christ includes al the saints. Lewis Sperry Chafer, who was for nearly two
decades Scofield’ s associate, after studying the question for many years came to a different conclusion, that the expression
the “dead in Christ” refers only to the saints of this dispensation. If the translation occurs before the time of great tribulation
pictured in the Bible, then the resurrection of the Old Testament saints would occur after the tribulation in connection with
Christ’sreturn to establish His kingdom. If two men of God like Scofield and Chafer differ, how can we determine the
correct interpretation? The key seems to be in the phrase “in Christ.”

This expression “in Christ” in every one of its many instances in the New Testament refers only to the saints of this
dispensation. Asfar as the expression “the dead in Christ” indicates, only thosein Christ are raised. Of course, al the saints
arein Christ in the sense that Christ istheir substitute, but the question is whether they are in the body of Christ, baptized
into His body, as the Scriptures picture.

The doctrine of the resurrection of the Old Testament saints, asit is revealed in the Old Testament itself, relates the event to
the second coming of Christ to establish His kingdom. By way of illustration, Daniel 12:1 deals with the great tribulation.
Daniel 12:2 speaks of many being raised from the dust of the earth. If that is a genuine resurrection, it isaclear indication
that according to Daniel the resurrection of the Old Testament saints occurs after the tribulation. The resurrection of the
church, however, occurs before the tribulation. There is no explicit teaching anywhere in the Bible that reveal s that the Old
Testament saints are resurrected at the time the church is resurrected. In other words, the two events are never brought
together in any passage of Scripture. The best explanation of the expression “dead in Christ” isto refer it to the church alone.

The Comfort of theLord’ s Return

The Thessalonians were having a hard time and this wonderful truth of the coming of the Lord, the resurrection of their
loved ones, and their being gathered together to be with the Lord was ajoyous prospect. Paul writes accordingly,
“Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” Thisis another good reason why the Lord is going to come for His
church before the tribulation. Paul did not tell these Thessalonian Christians: “Now if you endure through the tribulation
time, if you survive that awful period, then you will see your loved ones at the end.” That would not have been an
encouragement to them. They were in trouble already and no doubt they had been taught that the time of great tribulation
would be much worse than the trouble they then had. Instead, Paul lifts up their eyes to contemplate the coming of the Lord
and they were comforted; they were encouraged by the fact that the Lord would come at any time to receive them unto
Himself.

The Challenge of the Truth

This very precious truth of the Lord’ sreturn is certainly very important and one that is most significant, but it depends on
our personal relationship to Jesus Christ. Are we really trusting Him? Is our heart, our faith, our life realy centered in the
Lord Jesus Christ? Some Christians are actually afraid of the doctrine of the Lord’s coming, and of the thought that the Lord
might come today. Such an attitude is born of ignorance and unbelief. Oh the prospect, the joy of looking forward to the
coming of the Lord, and of resting in these precious truths! There are so many ills of life that nothing can heal except the
Lord sreturn. How many loved ones are on the other side and how many problems of this life, incurable diseases, pain,
sorrow, difficulties will be made all right. As we face the duties and the challenges and the trials of life, God has given us
this blessed hope, this hope of the Lord’ sreturn. May we take it to our bosoms, may we livein itsreality, and may our hearts
be refreshed by this precious truth. This hope can be the certain prospect of anyone who will trust in Jesus Christ the Son of
God, who loved us and died for us, who shed His blood that we might be saved, and who rose in victory that we might have



hope.

Questions
1. Where is the doctrine of the rapture first introduced in the Bible?
2. What was the problem which the Thessalonians had concerning the relationship of resurrection and translation?
3. Isthere evidence that God wants believers to understand prophecy?
4. How does prophecy relate to comfort?
5. How certain is the hope of the Lord’ s return?
6. What does it mean that Christ will bring those “which sleep in Jesus” with Him and why does He do it?
7. What is Paul’ s authority for his teaching on the rapture?
8. Explain how the shout of the Lord, the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God relate to the rapture.
9. Who responds first to the command to be raptured and how does this solve the problem of the Thessal onians?
10. Where do believers meet Christ?
11. Isthere any indication in Scripture where the saints will go after they meet Christ in the air?
12. What does the expression “the dead in Christ” mean?
13. In what sense isthe Lord’ s return a comfort to the Thessal onians and to us?

14. Does Paul predict any events as preceding the rapture of the church in this passage?
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The Thessalonian Epistles

by John F. Walvoord

Chapter 5
The Day of theLord

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

First Thessalonians 5:1-11 deals with the subject of the Day of the Lord. The Bible indicates that tremendous events are
ahead for the world. Gathered under the expression “the day of the Lord” is alarge group of prophetic events predicted in
both the Old and the New Testaments. The subject of the tranglation of the church revealed in Chapter 4 of 1 Thessalonians,
however, is never mentioned in the Old Testament. There is no reference in the Old Testament to saints being raptured,
taken from earth to heaven without dying. There are many references to Christ coming back to the earth and of resurrection
from the dead, but no rapture, no trandation in the Old Testament, except by way of illustration in the cases of Elijah and
Enoch.

What Isthe Day of the Lord?

In considering the Day of the Lord, we at once are plunged into a tremendous Old Testament doctrine, a doctrine that covers
many pages in the Old Testament. Before examining the Scriptural revelation, it is necessary to determine precisely what
this expression, “the day of the Lord” means. We say that the present age is the day of grace. We do not mean that there was
no grace shown by God in the previous dispensations. Obviously, many of God' s dealings with man from the Garden of
Eden down to the present day have manifested the grace of God. But God in this present age has especially singled out the
doctrine of grace for display, revealing grace as a basis for salvation and for our Christian life. Grace speaks of God's
unmerited favor to us through Christ who loved us and who died for us. The Scriptures picture that after this day of grace
has come to its close, which may be simultaneous with the trandation of the church, the Day of the Lord will begin.

The Day of the Lord is aperiod of timein which God will deal with wicked men directly and dramatically in fearful
judgment. Today a man may be a blasphemer of God, an atheist, can denounce God and teach bad doctrine. Seemingly God
does nothing about it. But the day designated in Scripture as “the day of the Lord” is coming when God will punish human
sin, and He will deal in wrath and in judgment with a Christ-rgjecting world. One thing we are sure of, that God in His own
way will bring every soul into judgment.

The word day is used in the Bible in various ways. Sometimes it is used to refer to daylight; for instance, the hours between
dawn and sunset. Sometimesit is used to refer to atwenty-four hour day. The Jewish day began at sunset and continued to
the next day at sunset. That also is referred to as a day. Sometimes the word day is used in the Bible as a period of time, just
aswe use it in English. We speak of the day of our youth; what do we mean by that? We do not mean that we were young
only one day, but we mean the extended period of time in which we were young. In 1 Thessalonians 5 the Day of the Lord is
used in the sense of an extended period of time, but having the characteristics of a twenty-four hour day. That is, it isaday
which begins at midnight or in the darkness, advancing to dawn and then daylight. It will close again with another period of
darkness after daylight has passed. That apparently is the symbolism involved in the Day of the Lord. A few sample
passages, out of literally dozens of them in the Old Testament, will give the general content of this period.

The Day of the Lord in the Old Testament



The prophecy of Isaiah 13:9-11 speaks for itself: “Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce
anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of heaven and the constellations
thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.
And | will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and | will cause the arrogancy of the proud to
cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.” In other words, there will be a great and dramatic judgment, manifest
in the physical world, which will interfere with the light of the sun, moon, and stars. God will put down the proud and deal
with the sinners. It isatime of judgment.

The same thought is found in Zephaniah 1:14-16: “The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the
voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day isaday of wrath, aday of trouble and distress,
aday of wasteness and desolation, aday of darkness and gloominess, aday of clouds and thick darkness, aday of the
trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.” This passage continues in the same strain. The Day
of the Lord, according to the Old Testament, is atime of God’ s judgment and atime of God’ s dealing with the world in its
sin.

The Day of the Lord is also atime of deliverance and blessing for Isragl. The millennium—the whole kingdom reign of
Christ on earth—in which Christ personally directs the government of the world, is also included in the Day of the Lord. In
Zephaniah 3:14-15, by way of illustration, there is a picture of Israel’ sblessing in that day, obviously following the time of
judgment: “ Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with al the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. The
Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy; the king of Israel, even the Lord, isin the midst of thee:
thou shalt not see evil any more.” The passage here sets forth the praise and joy and rejoicing of Israel in the millennium.
The Day of the Lord, asreveaed in the Old Testament, indicates first atime of wrath and judgment upon a wicked and
Christ-rgecting world which is followed by atime of peace in which Christ shall be in the midst of the earth and will rule
over the earth and bring blessing to the nation Israel. The millennium will end with another night of judgment (Rev. 20:9-
15).

The Day of Wrath

The truth concerning the coming of Christ for His church isrevealed in 1 Thessalonians 4. The question which is answered
in 1 Thessalonians 5 is “What relationship has the coming of Christ to the Day of the Lord?’ In verse 1, accordingly, Paul
writes: “But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye have no need that | write unto you.” The word time here is a translation of
the Greek word from which we get our word chronology. Of the time—the general chronology, and of the seasons—the
particular time—he states he has no need to write unto them. In other words, they had already been instructed, first,
concerning the general time when Christ would come and, second, concerning the particular time. In aword, it isthis: the
genera time can be known, but the particular time cannot. That is the point of his message.

In verses 2 and 3 he says: “For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as athief in the night. For
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon awoman with child; and
they shall not escape.” The Day of the Lord is described as a day of wrath, which is a very important point. Compare this
passage with the sixth chapter of Revelation which is about the time of the beginning of the great tribulation. This portion of
Scripture is also similar to what Isaiah and Zephaniah said about the day of judgment in the Day of the Lord. Is not thisthe
same period?

Revelation 6:12-14 states: “And | beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, 10, there was a great earthquake, and the
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood, and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even asa
fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven departed as a scroll when it isrolled
together, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.” Thisis exactly the same thought and isalso a
warning of judgment upon men.

In Revelation 6:16-17 we learn that the wicked cry out and say “to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the
face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall



be ableto stand?’ Isaiah said it was a day of wrath; Zephaniah said it was aday of wrath; Revelation 6 saysit isaday of
wrath. In other words, the picture we have here of the great tribul ation—the time of trouble on the earth—isidentical to the
picture of the Old Testament revelation of the beginning of the Day of the Lord.

Relation to Coming of the Lord

The question is. “How does the coming of Christ for His church relate itself to the Day of the Lord which precedes the
second coming of Christ by a number of years?” This Day of the Lord will come suddenly and unexpectedly. What is the
point? The point is that just as the trandlation of the church is the end of the day of grace it also marks the beginning of the
Day of the Lord. In other words, the one event seems to do two things: it serves as the closing of one day and the beginning
of the other. If that istrue, it gives us some very positive and definite teaching along the line that the church will be taken
out of the world before the day of trial and trouble overtakes the world. Paul istelling the Thessalonians that the Day of the
Lord is going to come, and this follows immediately the passage which dealt with the coming of Christ for His church. In 1
Thessalonians 5 it is revealed that the Day of the Lord comes suddenly and unexpectedly. It is described: “the day of the
Lord so cometh as athief in the night.” A thief in the night comes unheralded. There are no signs that pertain to athief.

Unexpected by the World

The judgment will come when the world is expecting peace and safety—just the opposite of the time of trouble whichis
predicted. At the time of the beginning of the Day of the Lord there will be some evidence for peace. Apparently the world
situation at the beginning of the Day of the Lord will provide afalse basis for peace. This may be accomplished by a
strengthened “United Nations’ or world organization. This state of peace is quite in contrast, however, to the revealed
situation at the second coming. Then the armies of the world will be drawn in battle array at Armageddon. The world will be
engaged in agigantic military struggle then. But at the beginning of the Day of the Lord they will be saying “Peace and
safety.” In that very time sudden destruction comes. In the Greek New Testament the word sudden is emphasized. That
event will not be preceded by signs, that is, there will be no warning. There will be no possibility of escape. The illustration
given isthat of travail coming suddenly upon awoman with child. It will be God’ s divine, unescapable judgment upon those
who are “in darkness.” The beginning of the Day of the Lord is clearly not the second coming of Christ. It is rather begun
much before this and may begin at once when the day of grace closes with the trandation of the church.

Day of the Lord Does Not Overtake Christians

How are Christians related to this judgment? Verse 4 states: “But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as athief.” Christians, of course, do not know when the Day of the Lord is coming either. Asfar as expectation
is concerned, they are in the dark about it. Christ could come today and the Day of the Lord would follow, but no one can set
the day. It is unexpected in this sense for us. What does He mean then by the statement, “ye ...are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief”?

The best explanation is that we will not be here. When the Day of the Lord comes, we will bein glory. “Ye, brethren, are not
in darkness, that that day should overtake you as athief. Ye are al the children of light, and the children of the day: we are
not of the night, nor of darkness.” In other words, we belong to a different dispensation, to a different day. We belong to the
day of grace. Why should a child of God' s grace—who is saved by grace, who is kept by grace, who has all the wonderful
promises of God—be forced to go through a period which according to Scripture is expressly designed as a time of
judgment upon a Christ-rejecting world? We belong to the day; they belong to the night. The passage continues. “Ye are al
the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.”

Application of the Truth

In verse 5 the doctrinal section rs brought to its close. Verses 1-5 have revealed that the Day of the Lord will come suddenly



as a destruction upon the wicked, but we as Christians will have no part in it because we do not belong to that period of time.
In verses 6-11 Paul makes the application. All true prophetic teaching has an application. The study of prophecy is not just
for prophecy’ s sake. God has taught us concerning future things because He wants us to be informed and, being informed, to
be better Christians. One of the reasons for presenting the doctrine of the imminent return of Christ isthat it isan impelling
motive to be living for Him every day. There is no better reason for working for Christ, apart from real love for Him, than
the motive that we may see Him today. It makes a tremendous difference whether Christ is coming now or whether our
prospect is that we will go through the tribulation and our only hope of seeing Him without dying would be to go through
that awful time of trouble. The imminency of the Lord’ sreturn is a precious truth.

On the basis of this hope an exhortation is given, based upon the imminency of the Lord’s return: “ Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.” The word sober in the original means exactly what is meant by it in
English. It isthe word for not being intoxicated. We are so prone to be intoxicated, not necessarily by liquor but by the
stimulants of the world — its glamour, pleasures, and appearance. Paul’ s message to these Thessalonian Christians reveals
also that we should be watching for the coming of the Lord. If we realize the solemnity of the event for us and for those who
will be left behind, how earnestly it should make us watch and be sober! How we should be diligent in our Christian life and
profession because of the imminent coming of Christ!

Faith, Hope, Love

Paul goes on to plead his case: “They that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.” That
istheworld’ slife. “But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet,
the hope of salvation.” In Chapter 1 mention was made of these same three things—faith, love, and hope. In 1:3 Paul
reminds the Thessalonians of their labor of love, and their work of faith, and patience of hope. In 1 Corinthians, Chapter 13,
the same triad is found— faith, hope, and love. On the basis of our being “of the day,” we are to go on in the faith for the
Lord. We are to put on the breastplate of faith and love, the best possible protection for spiritual battles. In addition, we
should put on’ ‘for an helmet, the hope of salvation.”

Not Appointed to Wrath

Inverse 9 it is stated: “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” In this
passage he is expressly saying that our appointment isto be caught up to be with Christ; the appointment of the world is for
the Day of the Lord, the day of wrath. One cannot keep both of these appointments. Certainly, there will be some after the
church is gone who will turn to Christ, and in Revelation 7 it is stated that there will be an innumerable company of martyrs.
Many will be saved after the church has gone to heaven, but they will experience the awfulness of that period. As the wrath
of God is poured upon the earth, it will involve them too.

When an atom bomb explodes over acity in the tribulation, it will kill believers as well as those who are not. They will
participate in the awful trials and troubles of that day, and the reason they will be subjected to these things is that they were
not ready for Christ when He came for His church. They had not trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ at that time. But you and |
who have trusted Him, who have believed in Christ as our personal Savior, are not appointed to that day of wrath. We are
appointed unto the day of grace to meet Christ in the air and to be forever with the Lord. This passage of Scripture teaches
that Christ is coming for His church before the Day of the Lord begins, before the day of trouble pictured in Revelation and
al through the Bible overtakes the world. We are not appointed to wrath, but to salvation.

Appointed to Salvation

The passage explains the basis for this. In that day, in connection with our faith in Christ, we will have obtained “salvation
by our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. Wherefore,
comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even asalso ye do.” In other words, whether we “wake,” that is, are
living in the world at the time the Lord comes, or whether we “sleep” and our bodies have been laid in the grave, though our



spirits have gone to heaven, when Christ comes back for His church there will be awonderful reunion— both atranslation
of the living saints and a resurrection from the dead. It is all based on the hope of the death of Christ. Some think that only
very spiritual Christians are going to be raptured, including of course those who hold this theory. Most of us would like to
meet some of these specially spiritual folks. We may know many very fine Christians, but have we ever found one yet who
was perfect? No, not yet. If our being translated depended upon our perfection, all of us would be required to go through the
tribulation. If, on the other hand, our being raptured depends on the death and the resurrection of Christ as this picture
indicates, then every true believer in Christ who has trusted in Him as his sacrifice for sin and as his God and his Savior will
be translated when Christ comes and will go home to glory with the Lord and with the loved ones who have gone on before.

The Exhortation

On the basis of this wonderful prospect, we should “comfort” one another and encourage one another in the faith, “even as
alsoyedo.” Aswe look forward to the coming of the Lord, may it not only be a part of our theology and of our hope, but
may it be the mainspring of our Christian life and testimony. If today is the last day on earth before Christ comes, may it be
aday that iswell spent in God' s service for His glory and for the testimony of the truth!

Questions

1. What is the meaning of the expression “the day of the Lord”?

2. Towhat extent is the Day of the Lord a day of wrath?

3. How does the Day of the Lord relate to the rapture?

4. Why does the Day of the Lord overtake the world as a surprise but does not overtake Christians as a surprise?
5. What exhortations does Paul give on the basis of the truth of the coming of the Day of the Lord?

6. Relate the words faith, love, and hope in Chapter 5 with Chapter 1.

7. How do you explain that Christians are not appointed to wrath and how does this relate to the question of whether
Christians will be on earth during the Day of the Lord?

8. How does Paul relate to our comfort the fact that Christians will not enter the Day of the Lord?
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The Thessalonian Epistles

by John F. Walvoord

Chapter 6
Christian Testimony in the Light of the Lord’s Return
1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

Testimony Toward Christian Leaders

While First Thessal onians unfolds many great doctrinal revelations, it closes with avery practical note. First, the general

theme of our testimony is presented. What do others seein our Christian life? In verses 12-13 the rather unusual point of

view is presented concerning our testimony toward those who are our spiritual leaders. Paul exhorts them in these verses:
“We beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to
esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. And be at peace among yourselves.”

There was an unusual situation in this church at Thessalonica, arising from the fact that the church had been in existence
only afew months. Every member of this church was a new convert. Some of them had probably been saved on the same
day, or in the same week. God had taken this church and had called out afew of their number to be leaders. They had not
had any seminary or college or Bible institute training. All they had was what Paul had given them and what the Spirit of
God had taught them in the days and weeks which followed. But God had put His hand upon some to be teachers and
leaders, and some overseers of God' s people. Paul’ s message to this Thessalonian church is, “ Give recognition to those who
have the gift of leadership.”

It is naturally difficult for two Christians who start out the same way and have come from the same background to recognize
that one is better than the other as far as administering the Lord’ s work is concerned. Some may have said of aleader, “Who
is he to take the place of leadership in the church?’ Paul istelling them to recognize people according to their ministry, not
for what they are, but for what they are doing as ministers of the Lord. Thus Paul writes: “1 ask you,” or *beseech you,
brethren, to know them which labour among you”—to know them in the sense of respecting them. He refersto the leaders as
those “who are over you in the Lord.”

Chrigtians are al aike in the sense that both the clergy and laity are on the same level. But the Bible a so teaches that we do
not all have the same gifts. Some can teach; some can administer; some can help; some can pray. There isadifferencein the
opportunity and the way in which we serve the Lord. If abeliever has gifts of teaching and of being aleader, other members
in the church should recognize that and respond to these gifts and the exercise of them which God has given. The

Thessal onians were exhorted to do this, and to accept the admonition given to them by those who teach.

In verse 13 Paul exhorts, “to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake.” How carefully Paul expressesit! He
does not say: “ Accept them because they are unusually fine looking, or because they are well dressed, or because they have
such fine gifts of oratory.” There were many things, no doubt, that were commendabl e about those leaders, but that was not
the point. They should be esteemed because of the work they were doing. In other words, when we recognize that God is
using aman, it isin the end arecognition of God and His sovereign choice, of divine grace and gifts, and not of the man
himself. The glory must remain with God even though we recognize the instrument. We are to esteem them highly for their
work’s sake. While God expects us to be discerning and not to accept that which is contrary to the Word of God, any
criticism should be in love and for the furtherance of the work of God. We are very definitely taught that we should esteem



God's servants, even the humble ones, very highly for their work’ s sake.

Then Paul adds, “And be at peace among yourselves.” The relationship of recognizing leadership to peaceis a very obvious
one. It isimpossible for any work of God to be run by everyone. There must be someone who is responsible for different
parts. It is possible to have too many cooksin the kitchen. That is also true in the work of the Lord. We can have too many
people trying to run the church. We should recognize leaders and pray for them, at the same time being willing to follow the
leadership that is given. Peace among ourselves requires also that each person do his own work and not the work of someone
else, responding to the plan and program as God hasled init.

Testimony to Christian Brethren

In verses 14-15 our testimony toward our Christian brother is discussed. Paul encourages them and commands, “ Brethren,
warn them that are unruly.” The word used here for warn is the same word used in verse 12 for admonish. It is the idea of
warning in a sense of instructing or admonishing them, encouraging them to do that which isright. We are to admonish
those who are unruly, who are not cooperating in the work of the Lord, who are doing the wrong thing. Apparently they had
trouble even in that day with people who did not get in line and do the thing they ought to do. Then Paul also told them to
“comfort the feebleminded,” aswe have it in the Authorized Version, or, better translated, “to comfort the feeble in spirit,”
or “the weak spirited.” There are some who are discouraged very easily. Perhaps they have an inferiority complex and they
need much encouragement. All of us have had the experiencein life of being very discouraged at times and when someone
spoke an encouraging word it helped us agreat deal.

We are also to support the weak. The weak here apparently refers to weaknessin our spiritua life. Some Christians are just
weak, that is, they are easily led astray. They have not learned to lean upon Christ to support them, and to help and
encourage them. In this church of young Christians, they were exhorted by Paul to support the weak and at the same time
commanded to “be patient toward all men.” While some must have specialized treatment when it comes to patience, there is
not a Christian living who does not need to have alittle patience administered to him at times. Do not expect anyone to be
perfect, but have alittle patience whenever it isrequired. “Be patient toward all.”

In verse 15 agreat Christian principle is stated: “ See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which
is good, both among yourselves, and to al men.” Someone has said that there are three standards: first, the standard of the
heathen wicked world which does evil in response to good; second, there is the attitude of the so-called cultured world
which isto do good toward those who do good to them; third, there is the attitude of Christian faith to do good to them who
do evil to us. Thisis contrary to the natural man; it is contrary to natural ethics, but it is according to the Word of God. The
Thessalonian Christians are admonished here not to pay back evil for evil, not to try to get even, not to take things into their
own hands. They were being persecuted for their faith and were having a hard time. How easy it would have been for them
to “get even,” aswe say. But Paul said, No, that is not the Christian way. The Christian way isto take evil and respond with
good. Certainly that is what God has done for us. God has surely shown His love particularly for those who have trusted in
Christ. God has taken the evil which resulted in the crucifixion of Christ, and in response to our sins God has done us good.
He has given us grace and salvation. He has given us hope in the Lord Jesus.

Our Testimony Toward God

In verses 16-23 the third aspect of our testimony is presented, our testimony toward God. Our testimony toward those who
minister over us was considered in verses 12-13, and our testimony toward our Christian brethren was discussed in verses 14-
15. Now the most important of all — our testimony before God— is examined. The world can see only our outer life, but
God redlly knows what we are doing. He knows our hearts, our attitude, and the real character of our spiritual life. Paul

raises the ultimate question of all, “What does God think about us?’ In answer to that question, he gives the most simple and
yet profound exhortation to be found anywhere in the Word.

In verses 16-18 three exhortations are grouped together. It isnot as clear in the English asit isin the Greek New Testament.



Inverse 18 it begins, “Thisisthe will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you,” and it seems clear from the Greek that these
three commands—"regjoice,” “pray,” and “give thanks’—are summed up as a unit, as combining the will of God. Hereis
Christian testimony in relation to God in avery concise statement. What are these three things?

Rejoice Evermore

First, in verse 16 the command is given, “Rejoice evermore.” This verse is the shortest verse in the Bible. Some think that
“Jesus wept” (John 11:35) is the shortest, and in the English it is. In the New Testament in Greek, 1 Thessalonians 5:16 is
the shortest versein the Bible. It contains two words and they are short words, whereasin the original for “ Jesus wept” there
are three words and they are longer words. Even though it is the shortest verse in the Bible, it certainly says a great deal.

One of the amazing things about the Word of God isthat it can say so much in afew words. Suppose that al that was known
about a Christian was that he rejoiced evermore. How much would you know? Y ou could be sure that he was genuinely
saved. The world may have its pleasure, but it knows nothing of rejoicing evermore. For the Christian who isliving in the
will of God, there is the possibility of reoicing evermore. It shows that a person is living in the realm of faith, trusting the
Lord. Does that characterize our lives as God knows our lives? Consider the simple sin of murmuring as recorded in the
Book of Exodus and other books which tell of Isragl’ s journey from Egypt to the promised land. God punished them
severely for their murmuring. They complained about the same things which we are apt to complain about: our food, our
drink, our circumstances. Here we have the opposite to murmuring, that Christians should rejoice evermore.

Pray Without Ceasing

The next verseis, “Pray without ceasing.” What does it mean to pray without ceasing? Does it mean to stay on one’s knees
twenty-four hours aday? No, our Lord did not do that, and Paul did not either. Then, what does he mean by praying without
ceasing? It means, first of all, that Paul maintained his stated times of prayer. Daniel prayed three times aday. When the
decree was given that he should not do it, what did he do? Did he stop? Did he cut out one of them? Or did he close the
windows? No, he went right on faithfully, three times a day. He continued in prayer without ceasing. He went right on
praying at his stated times. It represents the fact also that we are always in touch with God. Certainly two friends can be in
the same room and be in harmony and fellowship one with the other, even though they may not be talking with each other
all thetime. Paul is saying, “Do you want areally rich experience? Begin awalk of fellowship with the Lord, not only at
stated times of prayer, in which you bring al your needs to the Lord, but aso the unbroken walk of communion — praying
without ceasing.”

In Everything Give Thanks

In verse 18 Paul adds the third exhortation, “1n everything give thanks.” Put these three things together. “ Rejoice evermore.
Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks.” Thereis no easier or amore simple recipe for a happy Christian
experience. What does it mean, “In every thing give thanks’? It does not necessarily mean for everything give thanks. It
means this: that in every circumstance of life, no matter where God puts you, no matter what your difficulties are, in those
circumstances you can thank God for all He has done for you. Y ou may be praying earnestly that He will change your
circumstances. Y ou may be praying for victory. Y ou can thank God that in it all you will be victoriousin Christ. Soin
everything give thanks. Thisrecipe, of course, isthe will of God, as we have it stated so plainly here, “thisis the will of God
in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

Quench Not the Spirit

In verses 19-22 there is afurther admonition. These four verses relate to the first command of this section, “ Quench not the
Spirit.” This tremendous doctrine in aword isthis: When Christ went to heaven He sent the Holy Spirit. On the Day of
Pentecost every true believer in Christ was indwelt by the Spirit. Ever since, whenever a person really trustsin Christ as his



Savior, the Holy Spirit comesinto his mortal body and makesit a holy sanctuary, atemple of God. The Holy Spirit is there
to minister to us. Heis there to teach us, to guide us, to direct us, to rebuke us, to show us the way to unfold the Scripture, to
give usjoy and peace and love, and to transform our lives and our character and our experience. How manifold are the
ministries of the Holy Spirit! Yet, you and | have within us under the providence of God the capacity to quench or stifle the
Spirit. Sometimes we see Christians who we know are saved, but their lives do not reflect the fragrance of the presence of
God. What iswrong with them? They are resisting the Holy Spirit. What isit to quench the Spirit? It isjust saying “no” to
God. We should instead always be saying, “Yes, Lord.”

In thus yielding to the Lord, the Thessalonian Christians were told they should, first of al, not despise prophesyings.
Further, they were to “prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” In other words, everything they heard was not
necessarily prophesied. They had to distinguish between truth and error, even as we do today. They had to hold to what was
good and put away that which was bad. In verse 22 Paul summed up what it means to quench not the Spirit, “ Abstain from
all appearance of evil,” or, asit is better trandated, “ Abstain from every form of evil.” We have the broad statement that
regardless of what it isin our life that may be contrary to the will of God, it should be taken out of our life.

Complete Sanctification

In verse 23, in conclusion, Paul contemplates the time when we are going to be perfect in the presence of God. In aword, it
isthe truth that God has set us apart to holy living. It does not mean that we are perfect now. Paul was not perfect; John was
not perfect. It does mean that we should be holy, belonging to the Lord. “ The very God of peace sanctify you wholly,” that
IS, in every respect. He continues, May “your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” The word whole here refers to the parts of our natural life: our spirit, our soul, and our body. Each of
these three parts should be preserved holy to God and be used by God. That means that everything we are belongs to the
Lord—our physical bodies, our spiritual or intellectual life, and our psychological or natural life.

In verse 24 Paul reminds us, “Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.” No one can sanctify himself. God has to set
us apart as holy to Himself, and the great truth hereis, “Faithful is he who is going to do this.”

Verse 25 is avery understandable exhortation. Paul writes: “Brethren, pray for us.” We need prayer. It takes prayer and the
work of the Holy Spirit to accomplish any true work for God. After this appeal, Paul closes with agreeting to all the
brethren. He charges them to have the epistle read. He was conscious of the fact that this was the very Word of God. Finaly,
he concludes with that great benediction: “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” As Paul wrote this to the
Thessalonian Christians, so may the grace of God, His favor, His enablement, be made real in all our lives.

Questions

1. What should be the relationship of Christians to Christian leaders and how does this relate particularly to the Thessalonian
church?

2. What should characterize our testimony toward our Christian brethren?
3. What should characterize our testimony toward God?
4. What should characterize our rejoicing, prayer, and giving of thanks?

5. What is meant by the command: *“ Quench not the Spirit” and what does Paul include as evidence of it?



6. What does Paul mean by his prayer that God will “sanctify you wholly”?
7. Who does the sanctifying?

8. What is Paul’ s final request?
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The Thessalonian Epistles

by John F. Walvoord

Chapter 7
Glorifying God in Tribulation
2 Thessalonians 1:1-12

Occasion of the Epistle

The Second Epistle of Paul to the Thessalonians followed the first epistle by arelatively short time of afew months. Its
occasion was the receipt of the news that the Thessalonians had received a spurious letter, apparently an intentional forgery,
teaching them that they were aready in the Day of the Lord and its awful judgments. The background of both the
Thessalonian epistles indicates that the church was going through a terrible time of persecution. In the midst of these trials,
they began to wonder whether they were in the Day of the Lord, a period described at great length in the Old Testament and
concerning which Paul had taught them in 1 Thessalonians. The beginning of this period of tremendous trouble and conflict
in the world isidentified with the great judgments which are poured out on the world before the second coming of Christ.
The Thessalonians, on the basis of the forged letter, wondered whether they were in thistime of trouble, in contradiction to
Paul’ s teaching that the church would be translated before the Day of the Lord began (1 Thess. 5). Paul is, accordingly,
writing this letter to straighten out their misunderstanding. Paul’ s answer, in aword, is that this predicted time of trouble
which begins the Day of the Lord was still future. The persecutions they were undergoing were the normal persecutions that
can be experienced by al Christians throughout the church age.

Salutation

The second epistle opens with a salutation practically word for word the same as the first epistle. Silas, called here Silvanus,
and Timothy, called Timotheus, join Paul in this |etter. These three had brought the gospel to the Thessalonians and so
together they send their greetings. Asin thefirst epistle, the church is declared to be “in God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ” (v. 1). Though their earthly circumstance was one of great trial and affliction, their position before God, like all other
believers, wasin Christ and in God the Father. It is a marvelous truth that we as Christians have the same position in Christ
regardless of circumstances, whether affliction or joy be our portion. The fact that we are in Christ continues unchanged all
through our life and will continue through eternity.

Apostolic Greeting

In verse 2 the apostolic greeting is repeated, “ Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” In
our English version most of the words in verse 2 are monosyllables. But what profound truth: “Grace unto you, and peace.”
It would be difficult to find two words more meaningful than “grace” and “peace.” These words represent God' s answer to
the greatest need of the human heart. Grace, a relationship between God and man, is established and based upon the fact that
Christ died for sinners, resulting in God' s unmerited favor—God giving to man the opposite of what he deserves. Grace
gives eternal life and blessing and promises for joy throughout eternity instead of judgment which man justly should have.
Coupled with grace is peace. How the human heart longs for peace. There is, of course, so much involved in thisword. All
Christians have peace with God. The enmity or the wrath of God has been put aside for us and we are the objects of His
favor. Thereis aso the possibility for Christians to have the peace of God, the experience of peace. It is probable that thisis
what is meant in this passage of Scripture. He wanted them not only to have the realization that everything was right



between them and the Lord, but that they might experience the peace of God in their trials and afflictions. Paul is reminding
the Thessal onians that though they were in trouble and persecution they were, nevertheless, the recipients of God's
wonderful grace and His satisfying peace.

Thanksgiving for Their Growing Faith

In verse 3 Paul bears testimony to them, asin the first epistle, that they had been faithful to God in al their troubles. “We are
bound to thank God always for you, brethren, asit is meet [fitting], because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the
charity [love] of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth.” Because of the tidings of their faithfulnessin trial, he
writes, “We are bound to thank God.” The word for “bound” isthe word for paying a debt. He is saying that he owes it to
them to thank God aways for them. Certainly thanksgiving is fitting. Sometimes Christians forget to thank God for things
He has done for them.

Two things in particular are occasions for thanksgiving—their faith and their love. He writes, “because your faith groweth
exceedingly” (v. 3). The Thessalonian Christians had come to know Christ as Savior only afew months before. It was true
from that moment on that they believed in God and in Christ. But Paul is not talking about the fact of their faith. The reason
for his thanksgiving isthat their faith had grown.

How isit possible for one’ s faith to grow? Is not faith in Christ as Savior enough? It is enough for salvation, but thereis still
room for deeper experience. While a Christian will not question the deity of Christ and the sufficiency of Hiswonderful
salvation provided through His death and resurrection, it is possible to learn by experience really to trust the Lord
concerning all things. That is a process of spiritua education. As Christians go through life, they learn to trust God. They
find by experience that He is altogether trustworthy and that they can not only trust Him regarding eternity but can also trust
Him about time. In other words, it is possible to grow in faith, and the area in which one trusts God increases.

It isaremarkable factor in personal experience that some Christians are perfectly willing to trust God about eternity, but the
little problems of today and tomorrow seem too big to commit to the Lord. It is, of course, unreasonable and ridiculous to
trust God about eternal things and not to trust Him about temporal things, but that is human nature. The Thessalonian
Christians, however, were in a position where they had to trust God from day to day. They were in danger of their very lives.
In this situation their faith grew, and that iswhat trial does for us. Tribulation works patience, patience experience, and
experience hope (Rom. 5:3-4).

Thanksgiving for Abounding L ove

Not only did their faith grow, but Paul writes, “the charity [love] of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth.” It is
one thing to trust the Lord; it is something else to have atrue love for the brethren. Sometimes in our churches thereislittle
evidence of heresy, but thereis also little evidence of love for the brethren. The Scriptures bear witness that in the
Thessalonian church the believers not only increased in faith, but they also had love one for another and love which
abounded. In many ways this Thessalonian church was an ideal Christian assembly.

Their Example Before Other Churches

In verse 4 Paul continues, “ So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God.” He uses the Thessalonian church as
an illustration. “We glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations
that ye endure.” To faith and love he adds the virtue of patience. The word for “patience” is avery significant word in the
Greek New Testament. The word used here is the word for “remaining under.” Christians have burdens and cares and
sometimes would like to get rid of them. It is possible to become impatient with a situation. The person who is patient
“remains under” and he keeps carrying the load that is given him, and adjusts himself to the circumstances in which heis
required to live. He regards hislot as something that God has given him. These Thessalonian Christians are described as
having a testimony that grows, a love that increased and abounded, and a patience that continued. This certainly isa



marvelous testimony.

Having presented to them their resources and blessings in Christ, Paul contrasts their situation to that of their persecutorsin
verse 5: “Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of
God, for which ye also suffer.” Here is a profound principle though it is not stated explicitly in this verse. For the Christian
the present age isa day of suffering, aday of trial, aday of temptation, but in the future the glory will be ours. It isthe
pattern which Christ Himself went through, suffering first and the glory following.

The pattern for the world is just the opposite. Theideal for the world is eat, drink, and be merry now, for the suffering will
follow. Judgment will come later. The Thessalonians were in trial now, but this was to them the evidence of their future
glory. The very fact that they were in trial caused by their persecutors was the token or sign that their persecutors were going
to betried in the future.

The result for them was that they were going to be counted worthy of the kingdom of God for which they were suffering.
Thefirst part of verse 5 can be considered parenthetical: “the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth...
that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God.”

The Coming Judgment of God on the Wicked

In verses 6-9 the judgment upon the wicked is portrayed: “Seeing it is arighteous thing with God to recompense tribulation
to them that trouble you; and to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be reveaed from heaven with
his mighty angels [angels of might], in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power.”

This portion of Scriptureisvery clear that the destiny of the wicked is something horrible to contemplate. The judgment of
the living unsaved will take place at the time Christ comes back. The character of that judgment is plainly portrayed. It will
occur when Christ returns to earth with His holy angels. It is ajudgment of “flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that
know not God ... who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of
his power.” It istrue that the Thessalonian believers were going through trials, but the prospect before them was one of
glory, one of reward, and one of blessing. The prospect before their persecutors was one of terrible judgment from God, asis
pictured here in Scripture. Once again the contrast is drawn between trial and trouble as it comes to the Christian, and the
just judgment of God which will overtake the wicked who do not obey and believe the gospel.

The Coming of the Lord

The time for this judgment isrevealed in verse 10: “When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired [or
wondered at] in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.” In the Scripturesin
genera and in Thessalonians particularly a contrast is drawn between the coming of Christ for His church, which is pictured
in 1 Thessalonians 4, and the coming of Christ to set up His millennial kingdom. At His coming for His church, according to
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, the dead in Christ will rise first and living Christians will be caught up to be with the Lord. It is
revealed in John 14 that after the church istranslated Christ will take her to heaven to be with the Father in the Father’s
house in the place which Christ has prepared. Thisis the glorious prospect for the Thessalonians as well as for us.

In the Thessal onian epistles the coming of the Lord to the earth to set up His kingdom is also revealed. This event is not the
same as His coming for His church. The question arisesin verse 10 as to which coming is being discussed. The best
explanation seemsto be that in this verse Christ is referring to the coming to establish His kingdom. When He comes to take
His church home to glory, the earth is not judged. The church is taken out of the world very quickly—in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye—and is taken to heaven. Christ also goes back with the church to heaven. It is not His purpose to judge
the wicked then.



When He comes back to establish His kingdom, however, the Scriptures make it quite clear that He will judge the world in
perfect righteousness. This judgment isillustrated in Matthew 25, where He gathers the Gentiles before Him and separates
the sheep from the goats, that is, separates the saved from the lost. This judgment has to do with the living people in the
world at the time of His second coming. In Ezekiel 20 the fact is revealed that He will judge the Jews in a similar manner
when He regathers them from all over the world and purges out the rebels from among them. In other words, when Christ
comes back it will be atime of separation of the wheat from the tares. He will separate the saved from the lost.

The very fact that He is coming back in such power and glory will result in many marveling at the power and the glory of
Christ. When He comes back He will be accompanied by the saints. The event will be such atremendous spectacle that it
will impel worship and admiration on the part of all who believe. Thisis described in verse 10: “When he shall come to be
glorified in his saints, and to be admired [wondered at] in all them that believe.” Thiswill be true not only of the church,
which iswith Christ as His bride, but it will be true of al others who might be comprehended in the term saints.

The Need for Prayer

In verse 11 an application of the truth is made to Paul’ s prayer life: “Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill al the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power.”
Future things are not made known to satisfy our curiosity, but with the purpose of presenting practical truth upon which we
can base our lives. Thisisthe point Paul makes here. He has reviewed their sufferings, and how God is able to take care of
them. He has discussed how the wicked will be punished in due time. Then he makes a practical application. If thisis our
destiny, if thereis glory ahead, if we areto be in the very presence of our glorious Savior, what an exhortation it constitutes
to live for Christ right now! In verse 11 Paul is praying always for them that this may be fulfilled in their lives.

Paul must have had a very long prayer list and must have spent a great deal of timein prayer. The burden of his prayer was
that God would count them worthy of this calling. He did not mean by this that they were worthy of salvation, because no
one could be worthy of salvation. It israther that, being believersin Christ with such a glorious destiny, they should have a
life that was in keeping with this. They would in this sense be “worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of his
goodness, and the work of faith with power” (v. 11).

Glorifying the Name of the Lord

The result to be achieved is given in verse 12: “ That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and yein
him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” In this portion of Scripture the ultimate goal of experience
—whether it istestimony, or enduring tribulation as the Thessalonian Christians did—is that the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ might be glorified in them. In other words, as they lived their lives, sometimesin rea affliction and trial, they could
nevertheless live them in such away as to bring honor and glory to the Savior. Aswe face our lives, in different walks of

life, in different opportunities for service, isit true of us, asit was of these Thessalonian believers so long ago, that our lives
are the means of bringing glory to the Savior? Are we really manifesting Christ as His trophies of grace, that we belong to
Him and that He belongs to us?

It ispossible for a Christian to live in such away asto bring glory to Christ. But what does it mean to bring glory to Christ?
Thisis an expression often used but perhaps not always analyzed or understood as it should be. The Scriptures state: “The
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto
night sheweth knowledge” (Ps. 19:1-2). What does it mean when it is said that the heavens declare the glory of God? The
heavens declare that God is perfect. The heavens manifest His wisdom, His power, and His purposein designing al creation
for an intelligent end. The heavens are manifesting the glory of God in the sense that they reveal what God is and what He
can do. But the heavens are not designed to reveal the love of God, the grace of God, nor the righteousness of God. That is
where Christians come into the picture. We are designed to show “the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward
us through Christ” (Eph. 2:7).



If we are going to manifest the glory of God, we must become an illustration of what the power of God and the grace of God
can do. Therefore, asweyield our livesto the Lord and seek to serve Him, we are able to glorify God. In other words, our
daily life and testimony can be an example of what the grace of God can do for us. The result is that “the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ is glorified” in us. An additional thought is given, however, that Christians are also glorified “in Christ.” Thisis
more than simply the matter of our glorifying God. It isrevealed not only that Christ can be glorified in us but that we can
be glorified in Him. Just what does this mean? It is stated that we are in Christ, that we have this wonderful position which
has been given to us because we have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ. When Christ is glorified we are glorified in Him. This
is His contribution to us and will be fulfilled particularly when He presents usin glory as the passage in closing indicates.
However, it isal “according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

The Challenge of This Chapter

In thisfirst chapter some of the practical things that undergirded the Thessalonian church have been considered. Paul’s
thanksgiving for their faith in the midst of persecution is declared. In contrast to their trouble, the coming judgment of the
wicked isrevealed. The chapter closes with their need for prayer. The Apostle Paul prays for them that in their trial and
affliction they might truly manifest the glory of God in faithfulness and testimony.

What was true for the church at Thessalonicais certainly the standard for ustoday as well. God challenges our hearts as we
face these Scriptures in this modern generation that regardless of our circumstances or difficultieswe may live alifethat is
faithful, alife that iswell pleasing in the sight of God, alife that brings honor and glory to His name.

Questions
1. What was the occasion of writing 2 Thessalonians?
2. Why does Paul include Silas and Timothy in his salutation?
3. What does Paul mean by grace and peace?
4. Why is Paul thankful for the Thessalonians?
5. What can be said of the example of the Thessalonian Christians?
6. What does Paul reveal about the coming judgment of God on the wicked and when will it occur?

7. What is the content of Paul’s prayer for them?
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The Thessalonian Epistles

by John F. Walvoord

Chapter 8
The Revelation of the Man of Sin
2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

The Rise of False Teaching

The second chapter of 2 Thessaloniansis one of the great prophetic chapters of the Scripture. No other chapter in the entire
Bible covers precisely the same points of revelation that are given here.

The occasion for the new revelation was the rise of false teaching in the Thessalonian church. Because of their persecutions,
some of the Thessalonians had begun to wonder whether they were not aready in the Day of the Lord, the predicted time of
divine judgment. If so, they realized that they were already in the time of tribulation, from which they had been promised
deliverancein 1 Thessalonians 5. In answer to this false teaching, Paul not only gives them assurance that they are not in this
period, but he also gives them definite signs, the character of which cannot occur while the church is still in the world.

In the opening verses of the chapter, this problem is considered: “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit,
nor by word, nor by letter as from us, asthat the day of Christ isat hand.” Practically all scholars agree that a better
trandation of the closing phrase s, “that the day of the Lord is now present.” In other words, they had been taught by
someone that they were aready in the Day of the Lord, that this fearful period of divine judgment had already overtaken
them. This troubled them because it was not what Paul had taught them earlier.

The Alleged Revelation

The false teaching that had come to them by one of the three methods is mentioned in verse 2, by “ spirit,” “word,” or “letter
asfrom us.” Some of them had claimed that the Spirit of God had revealed this to them as a specia revelation. Paul flatly
contradicts this as a teaching of God. He aso denies that he had sent any word orally to this effect.

Further, he declares that he had not written it to them in aletter, “nor by letter asfrom us.” Apparently, they had received a
forged letter which claimed to be from the Apostle Paul, teaching that they were already in the Day of the Lord. He said in
effect, “1 did not write such aletter.” The letter, if it was written, must have been aforgery. The teaching that they were then
in the Day of the Lord is therefore labeled as false doctrine and their fears of being in this awful period are shown to be
groundless.

What Isthe Day of the Lord?

In order to understand the nature of the error Paul is correcting, it is necessary to define what is meant by the “day of the
Lord.” Thisexpression isfound often in the Bible. In aword, it is the period of time predicted in the Scripture when God
will deal directly with human sin. It includes the tribulation time preceding the second advent of Christ aswell as the whole
millennial reign of Christ. It will culminate in the judgment of the great white throne. The Day of the Lord is therefore an



extended period of time lasting over one thousand years. Thisis brought out in the eventsincluded in the Day of the Lord,
presented in connection with the study of 1 Thessalonians 5.

Our present timeisaday of grace. God is not attempting in our day to deal directly with human sin. He may impose
judgment in some cases; but there are many wicked people who flourish, who have health and wealth; they may succeed in
business, even though they are not Christians and are not honoring the Lord. The Lord is not attempting to straighten that out
now. Thisisaday of grace. The purpose of God in thisday isto proclaim His grace, that souls may be saved by trusting in
Christ and receiving God' s gift of grace.

In the Day of the Lord, however, God will deal directly with human sin. The Scripture clearly presents the fact that the Day
of the Lord isaday of divine judgment upon the world. In the Day of the Lord Christ will rule with arod of iron over the
entire earth (Ps. 2:9; Rev. 2:27). He shall administer absolute justice (Isa. 11:1-9). In that day also Israel will be regathered
(Isa. 11:10-12) and brought into the blessed peace of the millennial kingdom (Zeph. 3:14-20). In aword, there is atime of
divine judgment coming, the Day of the Lord, in which God will deal directly with this wicked world.

Werethe Thessalonians Already in the Day of the Lord?

The question which faced the Thessalonians, however, was whether their present sufferings were evidence that they werein
this predicted period. Paul is answering this question in effect, “No, you are not going to enter that period. The Lord will
come for you first.”

In order to make this particular doctrine clear, some of the things that occur at the beginning of the Day of the Lord are
revealed. Because these events had not taken place, it demonstrated that the Day of the Lord had not yet begun.

The Thessalonians could not be in the Day of the Lord because certain things had to happen first. Accordingly, Paul writes
in verse 3. “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come afalling away first, and
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”

The Predicted Departure From the Faith

Two things are mentioned in verse 3 as necessarily occurring before the Day of the Lord and the time of judgment can

begin. The first thing that is mentioned is “the falling away,” and the word translated literally is “the apostasy,” which means
afalling away or adeparture in adoctrinal sense. Our English word apostasy comes from the very Greek word used here.
Paul iswriting them, then, that this Day of the Lord cannot come until there is a widespread departure from the true faith in
God. Some have understood this “departure” to be the departure of the church itself—that is, the rapture. If so, it would
definitely place the rapture before the tribulation. Most expositors have understood it as doctrinal departure, that is, apostasy.

At the time 2 Thessal onians was written there were, no doubt, some errors in the church, but there was no apostasy in the
ordinary sense of the term. The churches were still true to the Lord. Paul is declaring that the Day of the Lord cannot come
until there is a departure from the faith first. The Scriptures speak often of this coming apostasy. In 2 Timothy 3:13, it is
revealed: “Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.” Againin 2 Timothy 4:3-4, it is
declared: “ The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”
The Scriptures, then, predict that before this time of judgment can come, there must come first aturning away from true
faith in God on the part of the professing church.

In the twentieth century the situation is entirely different than it was for the Thessalonian church. Today there is widespread
apostasy. The sad fact isthat there are many who are not preaching the true gospel and, moreover, are denying the central
doctrines of our Christian faith. Some are teaching that Christ is only a man, that He did not rise from the dead, that
salvation is not through His shed blood, and that He is hot coming again. They deny that the Scriptures are the Word of God,



and turn instead to some other forms of teaching. To a certain degree, apostasy is already here.

The Coming of the Man of Sin

The Scriptures indicate, however, that this present stage of turning away from the truth is just the beginning. 1t will
culminate in that period called the Day of the Lord. The record declares that “that day shall not come except there come a
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.” In other words, apostasy which today is genera is
going to become specific. It will be headed up in the particular person mentioned here as the “man of sin” or a man of
lawlessness—a man who is opposed to God. He is called “man of sin” because thisis his chief characteristic. Just aswe
refer to Christ as the “man of sorrows’ because He was a man who had endured much sorrow, so this person isaman of sin.
Hisvery lifeis characterized by blasphemous sin against God.

The verses which follow describe the nature of that sin: “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or
that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that heis God.” Many believe that thisis
areference to the future world dictator, the beast out of the sea of Revelation 13. Others believe it is areference to the false
prophet (Rev. 13:10-18; 19:20), who is associated with him. In either case, the apostasy is embodied in a man who has not
yet appeared. The Day of the Lord, therefore, could not have come because this evil person has not yet been revealed.

In verse 5 Paul adds this word: “Remember ye not, that when | was yet with you, | told you these things?’ One of the
remarkabl e facts about the Thessalonian church was that Paul had taught them so much in so short atime. When Paul came
to Thessalonica, there was not a single Christian there. When he | eft Thessal onica after only three weeks of ministry, a small
church had been formed. He had not only led them to Christ, but he had taught them some of the deep things of the
prophetic word. Now he reminds them of it. Paul writes. “Remember ye not, that, when | was yet with you, | told you these
things?’

The Restrainer

In verse 6 another reason is given why they were not in the Day of the Lord: “And now ye know what withholdeth that he
might be revealed in histime.” The “he” refers back to this man of sin. The statement of verse 6 declares that thereis
something holding back the revelation of this man of sin. An obstacle isin the way which had to be removed before the Day
of the Lord could begin.

In verses 7-8 the explanation is given: “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let [or as
istranslated in modern English, ‘He who now restrains will restrain’], until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that
Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his
coming.”

The “Wicked” onein verse 8 is another reference to the man of sin. He can be revealed only when that which restrains his
manifestation is taken away.

What is being referred to in this passage as the one who restrains? In verse 6 the restrainer is described as an indefinite thing,
“that which withholdeth” or “that which holds back.” In verse 7 the restrainer is described as “he”—*only there is one that
restraineth now, until he be taken out of theway” A.S.V.). The record seemsto imply that this must be a person, but who is
this person? Expositors have had a good deal of difficulty deciding just what is meant. Even the best of Bible scholars who
honor the Word of God do not necessarily agree on the identity of the restrainer. Many explanations have been offered.

One interpretation is that the man of sin was Nero, the Roman emperor. He was so evil that he was restrained by Seneca
until Nero contrived to have Seneca put out of the way. Then, of course, Nero was released and could do as he pleased. He
burned many Christians at the stake and brought much persecution on the church. But evidently this explanation is not
correct. The things which should follow the Day of the Lord, such as the second coming of Christ, have not occurred since.



The man of sin could not have been Nero and the restrainer could not have been Seneca.

One honored scholar says the restrainer is Satan—that Satan is the one who isrestraining evil. Hisideaisthat Satan is
holding back evil in its true character and that restraint will be removed in the time of the tribulation and then sin will be
revealed in its true picture. There may be some truth in the fact that Satan does not always manifest sininitsreal nature, as
he is sometimes “transformed into an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14). Certainly the Bible does not teach that Satan actually
restrains sin. The Bible from Genesis to Revelation teaches exactly the opposite. Satan is revealed as doing all the evil he
can. Furthermore, Satan is not taken away during the tribulation when evil reachesits peak. Thisinterpretation, likewise, is
not correct.

Another very popular explanation is that the restrainer refers to the law and order which came out of the Roman government.
The Roman government was evil in many ways, but it did preserve a certain amount of law and order. Adherents of this
view visualized the removal of law and order in the tribulation period with the result that restraint of evil is taken away.
They believe that the wicked one will be revealed then and sin will be brought out into the open. But this explanation is also
inadequate. While the Day of the Lord isavery evil period, it will be a period of rigid government. There will be
regimentation in that day such as we in America have never known. A government permit will be required to go to the
grocery store and buy, and a government permit will be needed before one can sell. Government will not be removed in the
tribulation. Human government will reach its peak of authority and power during this time. This explanation does not seem
to fit the passage either.

The Restrainer Isthe Holy Spirit

Who isit, after al, that really restrains sin? The answer found in the Bible isthat God is the one who restrains sin. In
Genesis 6:3 it is declared that the Spirit of God was restraining sin in the days of Noah. It was predicted that instead of
striving with sin God would judge it in the flood.

In the Book of Job it is recorded that Satan wanted to afflict Job, but God had built a hedge about him. Satan testified that he
was restrained by God from trying Job. When Satan accused Job of serving God because God had been so good to him, God
took down part of the hedge and permitted Satan to take away al of Job’s property and al of his children in one day. He left
Job only hiswife and his own life. When the Lord called Satan’ s attention to Job’ s faithfulnessin affliction, Satan said it
was because God had preserved Job’ s health. Then God permitted Satan to afflict Job’s body, but not to take hislife. Satan
then brought severe physical affliction upon Job, and Job was in torment in his body. But in it all Satan could not go any
further than God permitted him. Satan was restrained by God Himself.

It would not be possible for any believer to do any work for God if it were not for God’ s protecting hand. It is God who
restrains. God may use varying means. He may use the government which maintains a certain amount of law and order. In
the end, it is God who doesiit. It is God who provides protection for the Christian.

More specifically, in this present age it is the Spirit of God who provides protection. Asit isrevealed in Genesis 6:3, the
Spirit of God strives with men and opposes Satan and his program and his hatred of the children of God.

While the Holy Spirit has always worked in times past, on the Day of Pentecost the Spirit of God came in a special way.
Christ, who had always existed and was always present in the world, came into the world, was born of the Virgin Mary, and
in aspecia sense left the world when He ascended and went back to heaven, even though He said, “Lo, | am with you
always.” So aso the Spirit of God came on the Day of Pentecost and now indwells the church and is present in the world.
The Spirit will return to heaven at the rapture.

The most natural explanation of the taking away of the restrainer isto identify this particular action with the time when
Christ will come to take out His church. If the Spirit of God indwells the church and the church is taken out of the world,
then the Spirit of God will also be taken out of the world. This does not mean that the Spirit will not continue working in the
world in some way; but it will mean areversal of Pentecost. Just as the Spirit came on Pentecost, so He will leave when



Christ takes the church out of the world.

The very removal of both the church and the Spirit from the world will release the world to sin asit never has before. The
presence of believersin the world exerts a great influence upon the wicked world. Christians who have stood for civic
righteousness and law and order will no longer be in evidence. For the time being at |east, there will be no one except
unsaved people to run government. The net result will be that evil will be manifested beyond anything known in the history
of man. The “mystery of iniquity” is, of course, already working as mentioned in verse 7, but the Holy Spirit is now
restraining sin until He is taken away at the trandation of the church. When this occurs, it isrevealed in verse 8 that “then
shall that Wicked one be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming.”

There are, then, three good reasons why the Day of the Lord and the tribulation time could not have begun in the time the
Thessalonians lived: first, the apostasy had not come; second, the man of sin had not been revealed; and, third, the Spirit of
God had not been taken away. In alarge sense, those unfulfilled conditions are still true today. While there is apostasy in our
midst, the man of sin has not been revealed, and the Holy Spirit has not been removed. All of this constitutes real evidence
that the tribulation time has not come and that it cannot come until Christ comes and takes His church home to glory.

The Character of theMan of Sin

Inverse 9, there is continued revelation of the man of sin. He is described as one “whose coming is after the working of
Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.” The principle that is expounded in Scripture is that Satan works by
limitation. He wants to be like God. As God has described in His Word that Christ and Christ alone can rule the world in
peace and righteousness, and has proved the deity of Christ by the many miracles which He performed, so this man of sin
will be Satan’s man even as Christ is God’s man. He will be promoted in the world and assume the role of a superman. He
will be set forth as the outstanding leader who can bring the world out of its difficulties. His power will come from Satan
himself and Satan will enable him to perform certain signs and lying wonders. They will not be on the same plane as the
miracles which Christ performed, but he will be able to do what will seem to be supernatural. The world will say of him,
“Who islike unto the beast?’ (Rev. 13:4).

In the verses which follow, the working of Satan is described as accompanied “with al deceivableness of unrighteousnessin
them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send
them strong delusion, that they should believe alie: that they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness’ (vv. 10-12).

Unbelievers Will Be Deceived by Man of Sin

The Scriptures teach clearly that many will be deceived and will not receive Jesus Christ as their Savior. The man of sin will
come as a substitute in place of Christ and people who resisted Christ and did not receive Christ will flock in great numbers
to follow this evil character. Thiswill come to pass, of course, in the time of the great tribulation. All of thisis declared to be
ajudgment from God. Men will be deceived and perish “because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved.” “God shall send them strong delusion.” But how can God deceive a person? The answer is given in the context.

First of all, it is clear that those who are deceived had opportunity to receive Christ, but they did not do it. There seemsto be
aprinciple of divine justice here that when a person turns away from the truth God allows that one to be led off into error.
So often when people depart from the truth it is because they have resisted the Spirit of God as He sought to lead them into
the knowledge of the Word of God. So it will bein that day. Those who have turned away from Christ will turn instead to
this false leader and thus believe alie instead of believing the truth.

Some understand from verse 11 that if a person in this present age of grace hears the gospel and does not receive Christ as
Savior, then when Christ comes and takes His church home to glory these will find it impossible to be saved after the church



istrandated. It is unlikely that a person who rejects Christ in this day of grace will turn to Him in that awful period of
tribulation. But the usual principle of Scriptureisthat while thereislife thereishope. It is possible, though very improbable,
that a person who has heard the gospel in this present age of grace will come to Christ after the rapture. The Scriptures
definitely teach that God will send strong delusion to those who do not believe after the church is gone. God will judge their
hearts, and if they deliberately turn away from the truth He will permit them to believe alie. They will honor the man of sin
astheir god and as their king, instead of acknowledging the Lord Jesus Christ. The result will be “That they all might be
damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (v. 12).

The Destiny of Unbelievers

The awful destiny of those who turn away from the Lord Jesus Christ is presented in verse 12 so clearly. It is a sad fact that
many today will not receive Christ. They are indifferent and turn away without trusting Him. It is so common that Christians
often fail to realize how desperate the condition is of one who hears the gospel and turns away. The choice is not an
unimportant alternative. Men are actually determining their eternal destiny. The person who turns from Christ finds himself
in apath of total hopelessness. He is headed, as the Scriptures make very clear, into eterna punishment.

The Urgency of Preaching the Gospel

This solemn truth should give to us all a sense of the urgency of our day to tell people about Christ. The great majority of
people who are within the sound of the gospel today will not heed and turn to Christ. It is very evident that these will flock
after this false leader and, instead of believing in Christ in that awful time of the tribulation, they will believe alie and go on
to their eternal damnation. But in this day of grace Christians have areal commission. The climactic days of the Day of the
Lord will not come until Christ comes for usfirst. While we wait we certainly should be challenged by the Lord to give our
hearts and livesto Him. As God enables us to proclaim the gospel, the message should be sent forth that Christ loves those
who are lost and died for them, that He is able to save if they will come to Him. Christians need not fear the coming of this
tribulation time, for we have the hope of Hisimminent return.

Believers may have trouble in this world and some have gone through awful testings. There have been tens of thousands of
martyrsin our generation. But thisis not the Day of the Lord; thisis not the time of tribulation. Thisis still the day of grace.
God is still waiting for lost men to come to Him. One of these days the last soul will be added to the church, and the church
—the body of Christ—will be complete. When that last one accepts the Lord Jesus, at that very moment the Lord will come
for His church, and the completed body of Christ will be caught up to be with the Lord. Then will follow, as the Scriptures
make so very plain, thisawful period described as the Day of the L ord—the time when God’ s judgments will be poured out
upon an unbelieving world.

The obvious lesson from this portion of Scripture isthat we should examine our own hearts. Have we really trusted Christ?
Have we been born again through faith in Him? If we have not trusted in Him before, now is the time to put our faith in
Him. If we take this step, we can look forward with every other Christian to the coming of the Lord. That is our hope. We
need not fear the coming of the Day of the Lord for when that day comes on earth we will be with the Lord in glory.

Questions
1. What was the nature of the false teaching which had troubled the Thessal onians?

2. How does this relate to evidence that Paul had taught they would be raptured before the Day of the Lord?



3. What isthe first future event which Paul says must occur before the Day of the Lord is clearly come?
4. What is meant by the expression “the falling away” ?

5. To what extent will there be apostasy before the day of the Lord and how is thisin contrast to apostasy after the Day of
the Lord begins?

6. How is the man of sin described and how does he relate to end-time apostate |eaders?

7. What is the second major event which must take place before the Day of the Lord comes?

8. What is the significance of the expression “the restrainer”?

9. Inwhat senseis“therestrainer” taken away?

10. How does the taking away of the restrainer relate to the rapture of the church?

11. How does this teach that the rapture takes place before the Day of the Lord begins?

12. Summarize the three reasons why the day of the Lord and the tribulation still remain unfulfilled.
13. What further description is given of the man of sinin verses 9-12?

14. What is indicated about unbelievers who are deceived by the man of sin?

15. Why isit so urgent to believe the gospel today and what are the dangers of unbelief?
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The Thessalonian Epistles

by John F. Walvoord

Chapter 9
Chosen to Salvation
2 Thessalonians 2;13-17

Chosen from the Beginning

Having laid before the Thessal onians the wonderful hope of the coming of the Lord, Paul now takes up the immediate task
of living for God. While waiting for Christ to come for His church, there isatask to perform, alifeto live, atestimony to
give. These things should be our present concern.

In verse 13, thanks is given to the Lord for having chosen these Thessalonian Christians. “But we are bound to give thanks
to God always for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, for that God chose you from the beginning unto salvation in
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” The revelation that is stated here so simply is one of the most profound
doctrines of the whole Word of God. In fact, it is more difficult than the subject of the coming of the Lord. Our salvation did
not originate in human choice. God willed our salvation long before we ever came into existence. This divine choice was
based upon divine love and divine determination. Paul gives thanks because they were “brethren beloved of the Lord.”

One of the great truths of Scriptureisthat before we ever had sense enough to love the Lord the Lord loved us. Thisis stated
in the very familiar text, “For God so loved the world.” Some would like to make these words read “ God so loved the elect.”
God does love the elect, but that is not what the text says. God loved the world. He loved the unsaved. He loved them all.
That iswhy He gave His Son. The love of God is mentioned often in Scripture. In 1 John 4:10, it iswritten: “Hereinis love,
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

Likewise, out of His heart of love there was adivine decision in eternity past which isreferred to here as our being chosen.
The original act in our salvation was with God, not with man. When God chose us to salvation, He did not choose us
because we were lovely. He did not choose us because He saw something in us that He did not see in others. But He chose
us because He loved us.

There is amystery connected with this revelation that none can ever completely fathom. Why did God choose us? We never
will completely understand it, but the glorious fact is that He did. In Ephesians 1:4, this choice is described: “ According as
he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.”
The precious truth is that God chose us. Thisisthe occasion of the thanksgiving in verse 13.

The testimony of the Thessalonians showed clearly that they were the chosen ones of God. In 1 Thessalonians 1:4 Paul had

written earlier, “Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.” So here again the believers at Thessalonica are reminded
of God's gracein their election and salvation.

Sanctification of the Spirit

The process by which God chose these Christians at Thessal onica from the beginning, and how they are brought unto
salvation isrevealed in the next phrase, “ Through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” What does



“sanctification of the Spirit” mean? The simplest definition of true sanctification is that it means to set apart as holy to God.
How has God sanctified those who once were bound for eternal punishment, once were without God, without hope, and
under the wrath of God? How isit possible to take such a one and make that one sanctified by the Spirit?

Christ spoke of this tremendous process in John 16. He was dealing with His disciples on the necessity for His going away.
The disciples did not want Him to go away and He then told them: “Nevertheless, | tell you the truth; It is expedient for you
that | go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send him unto you. And
when heis come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they believe not on
me; of righteousness, because | go to my Father, and ye see me no more; of judgment, because the prince of thisworld is
judged” (John 16:7-11). These verses, so significant in their revelation, teach that when a person is coming to Christ there
must be awork of the Spirit in his heart before he can come. That is the convicting work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
enables a person lost in sin to understand the truth of the gospel. The ministry of the Spirit is not to convict of sins (plural).
The purpose of the ministry of the Spirit is not to make us realize what awful sinners we are. That may be a part of the
process, but that is not the point. What the Spirit desires to impress upon an unsaved person is the one fact that he is not
saved because he has not believed. It isthe sin of unbelief, defined in verse 9, “of sin, because they believe not on me.” The
Holy Spirit must bring a person to the place where it is realized that the one obstacle standing between alost soul and eternal
salvation islack of faith in Christ. One is not lost because one has not trusted Christ. It all comes to the focal point of smply
trusting in the Savior.

The passage explains further the ministry of the Spirit: “ Of righteousness, because | go to my Father and ye see me no

more” (John 16:10). While Christ was on earth He was the living embodiment of righteousness. As people studied His life
and saw what He did, they beheld the righteousness of God in action. But Christ is not hereto tell us about righteousness.
Unsaved people must be instructed on the subject of unrighteousness by the Spirit of God. They must learn, of course, that
God is righteous. But they need to know most of all that God is able to give righteousness, to justify those who are willing to
trust in Christ. God bestows a justification, a righteousness which is by faith—the free gift of God, purchased for us by
Christ on the cross. A person who trustsin Christ can receive this righteousness. It is the ministry of the Spirit to make this
truth plain.

The passage in John 16 speaks also of the fact that “the prince of thisworld isjudged.” Thisis a description of the victory
over Satan at the cross. Christ won the victory over Satan by His death, and Satan is judged now. Satan is defeated by the
death of Christ and his doom is assured. Back of sanctification is the work of the Spirit in bringing a person to the place
where he sees that he is saved by simply trusting in Jesus Christ.

When a person trustsin Christ, then the work of sanctification really begins. First, there is the work of regeneration. In John
3, where Christ talked to Nicodemus, He said, “Y e must be born again” (John 3:7). “Except a man be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). The person who once was lost and spiritually dead now
becomes alive and receives a new nature in Christ. As such he is made fit to be set apart as holy to God.

Another phase of the sanctifying work of the Spirit is His ministry as He comesto indwell us. In 1 Corinthians 6 Paul
reminds the worldly Corinthians that if they are really saved their bodies are the temples of God: “Know ye not that your
body isthe temple of the Holy Ghost which isin you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?’ (1 Cor. 6:19). In
other words, Paul is saying that every Christian is a sanctuary of God, that God has seen fit to take up His dwelling place in
that person. Thisisamarvelous truth and a part of the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. Because of the presence of the
Holy Spirit in Christians, they are sealed by the Spirit. His very presenceis God’'s seal, God' s token of ownership, God's
token of security in Christ. In Ephesians 4:30, the exhortation is given: “ Grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of redemption.” The day of redemption is the day of resurrection of believers. It is the day when the
bodies of believerswill be redeemed. Asfar as our souls are concerned, we are redeemed right now, but our bodies are not
yet redeemed. According to the Scriptures, the presence of the Spirit is God' s token to us, the promise that we will be saved
completely and transformed on that day of the redemption of our bodies.

In 1 Corinthians 12:13, still another aspect of the sanctifying work of the Spirit isrevealed. Thereit is stated: “By one Spirit



are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit.” The very moment one is saved, the Spirit takes that person out of his position in Adam—in sin and
under condemnation—and puts him in Christ, i.e,, in the body of Christ, so that heisaliving part of the organism we call the
true church. That again is part of the sanctifying work of the Spirit. In addition to all that God provides for the individual in
Christ in salvation, is the possibility of being filled by the Spirit as we yield ourselves to Him. The Holy Spirit worksin us
the divine character that God has ordained, and the fruit of the Spirit—the love, and the joy, and the peace—become our
portion. Paul’ s thanksgiving for the Thessalonian Christians is because God has chosen them to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit.

Belief of the Truth

Thelast part of verse 13 brings out another great truth: “Through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” This
verse has avery significant order. It begins with God and the processiis carried through by the Holy Spirit. What was the
part of the believer? It is stated simply, through “belief of the truth.” On man’s part, salvation and sanctification come
because he iswilling to trust in the Savior. Thisis awonderful truth. It delivers the soul from legalism. It makes clear that it
isimpossible to build aladder to heaven by some sort of good works, religion, or church ordinances. There is a proper place
for works, but they are not the way of salvation. Works pertain to the Christian life and testimony, but salvation is something
which God has to do for us.

It isto this glorious salvation that Paul tells us we are called: “Whereunto he called you by our gospel to the obtaining of the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 14). They were called by the gospel, the means that God used to bring about the
fulfillment of His choice, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, and by their belief in the truth. We are reminded again how
the Apostle Paul is jealous for the gospel. In Galatians he pronounces a curse upon anyone who does not preach the true
gospel. He believed in putting the gospel first. In 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 he tells the Corinthians that when he came to them he
declared unto them first of all the gospel which he defines: “how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.”

One of the tragedies of Christianity in our modern day isthat thereis so little clear preaching of the gospel. What is the good
news? What was the message that |ed these Thessalonian people to know Jesus Christ as Savior? The good news was that
Christ the Son of God had come and that He had died on the cross for the sins of the whole world. The good news was that
though He was buried, He was raised the third day from the grave in newness of life, in victory over the grave, in evidence
that He was indeed the very Son of God. It was a demonstration of the power of God and of the deity of Christ’s own
person. It was evidence of the fact that when He died He really had accomplished that which only an infinite person could
accomplish—our eternal and infinite redemption. Thisis the true gospel.

The Coming Glory

As Paul writes this letter, he thinks back to the time when he had told the believers at Thessal onica these truths, and how
they believed them. Through believing the gospel, they had become gloriously and wonderfully saved. But Paul also takes a
look at the future, “to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 14). The Thessalonian Christians were in great
affliction. They were going through real persecution. As Paul lifts up then-eyes beyond their circumstances, heisreminding
them that they are bound for the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Scriptures declare plainly that before God gets through
with us everyone of uswill be perfectly glorious. We are going to be trophies of the grace of God. Through eternity, the
church will be singled out as the example of what the grace of God can do, by taking poor, hell-bound sinners and
transforming them into holy saints of God, conformed to the image of Christ. That isthe glory. There are many
imperfections evident in believers now, but when God completes His work the church will be a perfect bride for the Lord
Jesus. Thereisglory ahead.

Exhortation to Stand Fast



On the basis of these wonderful truths and tokens of what God has done, in verses 15-17 an exhortation is given which is
summed up in the words “stand fast.” There is a natural tendency in the Christian heart to backslide. Against this we must
stand. “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our

epistle” (v. 15). The word for “traditions’” means that which is given alongside. Many commentaries have been written on
the Scriptures. Men of God study the Bible and expound what it teaches. The commentaries are not inspired, and they are
not infallible. Some expositors are very faithful in their exposition of the Scriptures, however, and it is certain that Paul was
faithful as he expounded the truth of God. The teaching that accompanies the written Word, that which was given
“alongside,” should be held fast by Christians even though in others than the apostles their teachings are not infallible.

How we can thank God for faithful teachers and preachers of the Word! How much their teaching has contributed to the
church! Paul saysin reference to such teaching, “Hang on to it.” The tendency in our day is always to be looking for
something new and different. There is need to realize that truth is not new. H. A. Ironside used to say, “What is new is not
true, and what istrueis not new.” In other words, it isthe old truth that is true. We may find truths that as far aswe are
concerned are new. One can read the Bible and discover a new thought, only to find that otherslong ago had already seen
the same truth. It was new truth to the individual even though it was old truth. Of course, we should endeavor to learn more
of the Scriptures, but we should also hold fast the traditions, the things we have been taught.

Prayer for Their Comfort and Establishment

In verses 16-17 Paul closes the section with a prayer: “Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which
hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and stablish you
in every good word and work.” This portion of Scripture serves as areminder of the place of prayer and how Christians need
to let God have Hisway in their prayer life. The prayer is addressed to the Father and to the Lord Jesus Christ. It mentions
how they have loved us and how they have given us “everlasting consolation and good hope through grace.” On the basis of
the prospect before them, they are to comfort their hearts and to be established in “every good word and work.” In other
words, their Christian life and testimony consists of what they say and do. Paul prays that they will be established, that is, be
firm and faithful in the task that God has given. Aswe in our day face the challenge of our own lives, may these truths be
not only for the Thessalonian church but may they grip our hearts. May we thank God that He did choose us. May we thank
Him for the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. May we thank Him that someone gave us the gospel and that into our hearts
there came faith in the Word of God and in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us thank God for all He has done to us,
and that now our destiny isto have the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Questions

1. What occasions Paul’ s renewed note of thanksgiving?

2. What further teaching does Paul give on sanctification?

3. How is sanctification related to John 167?

4. Summarize the important works of God that relate to sanctification.

5. How does Paul contrast their coming glory and their present persecution?

6. How does the fact of their coming glory give Paul abasisfor exhorting them to stand fast?



7. What is the content of Paul’s closing prayer in Chapter 2?
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The Thessalonian Epistles

by John F. Walvoord

Chapter 10
Serving and Waiting
2 Thessalonians 3:1-18

In the closing portion of 2 Thessalonians 2, atremendous revelation of the riches of our wonderful salvation was given—
that God chose usin eternity past and saved us through the hearing of the gospel message as it was preached. Because of
this, we have glory ahead. On the basis of these truths, Paul exhorted the believers at Thessalonicato stand fast and to
continue in their Christian life and testimony.

Exhortation to Pray

The third chapter of the epistle presents some of the privileges and responsibilities which belong to atrue believer in this
age. Thisfirst exhortation is areminder that all of us need: “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may
have free course, and be glorified, even asit iswith you: and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men:
for al men have not faith” (vv. 1-2). The Thessalonians were in trouble and tribulation. Some of them probably werein
danger of their lives because of their testimony for Jesus Christ. It was in this affliction and trial that Paul was trying to help
them and comfort them by reminding them of the great verities of the faith. At the same time, he speaks of their continued
obligation to serve the Lord.

While Paul was writing to them about their troubles and the Lord’s comfort and help for them, he had been reticent about his
own troubles. Paul, too, was having his difficulties. The task committed to Paul was a very lonely one: to go from place to
place, frequently coming into a strange city where not one person would welcome him. He was not entertained in the best
hotel, nor was there any honorarium for him in recognition of his services. He had to find his own way, arrange for his
public meetings, and somehow try to bear atestimony for Christ. Apart from fellowship with the Lord, it was a very difficult
and solitary task and one in which there were many discouragements.

With this as a background, without complaining or saying very much about it, Paul asks the church at Thessalonicato pray
for him. In effect, he was saying, “Don’t forget that | need your prayers, too. You are not the only ones who are in trouble.
Y ou are not the only people who need prayer.” This was sound advice to the Thessalonians. One of the best ways for you to
be helped to bear your own burden is for you to get under someone else’s burden. If you realize that others have needs too,
asyou pray for them it will make your own load lighter.

Paul also really needed their prayers. He told them to “ pray for us that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be
glorified, even asit iswith you.” The average layman does not realize how much a preacher of the gospel is dependent upon
the prayers of God’ s people. Whenever an evangelist or a Bible teacher attempts to expound the Word of God, heis not only
contending against failure on the part of those who listen, but against the unseen powers of darkness. Heisengaging in a
spiritual warfare. All the powers of hell are arrayed against him. There is a battle on, spiritually, whenever one triesto do
something for his Lord.

No one can win the battle alone. There never has been a preacher used of God who was not supported by God' s peoplein
prayer. Even an ordinary person without extraordinary gifts can accomplish agreat dea if God's people pray for him. Paul



was a great leader, and God had given him wonderful spiritual gifts, had marvelously called him to serve Him, and had used
him. But Paul wasfirst to confess, “I cannot do it alone. | need your prayers.” So he writes them: “Finally, brethren, pray for
us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even asit iswith you.” Behind every victory for the
Word of God there must be avictory in prayer. When calling on a certain college president years ago, | asked how things
were going. His reply was, “We are going forward on our knees.” That was the right answer. In the Lord’ s work, progress
made when we are not on our knees does not amount to much. It must be progress in prayer.

In al our labor for the Lord, it is very important that we pray. God has not called everyone to be a great preacher, teacher, or
leader. There are some who could not even teach a Sunday school class and do agood job of it. They just do not have the
gifts. On the other hand, it is surprising what God can do with a person if heiswilling. Some have more gifts than they
realize and are just too timid to use them. But there is one thing which every Christian can do, and that is to pray.

Prayer isnot a gift. It isthe universal privilege of every child of God. God has given us the ability of speech, and He has a'so
given usthe privilege to talk to Him on our knees. The marvelous thing about prayer is that every Christian is on the same
level. Some believers may know more than others, but in the work of praying each believer comesto God in the name of
Christ. What more could anyone desire than that? The small child as well as the mature saint has equal access to the throne
of grace. In writing the Thessal onians who were young Christians, perhaps too much occupied with their own needs, Paul
urges them to pray.

Prayer for Deliverance

Prayer is effective in overcoming opposition. In verse 2, Paul writes: “That we may be delivered from unreasonable and
wicked men: for all men have not faith.” Sometimesin the Lord’ s work, we have the experience of opposition in our
testimony for Him. It may be avery serious matter. If one were in any of the countries which Russia controls today, one
would know what it is to have the opposition of unreasonable men. One would realize something of how Satan can use
human beings to hinder the preaching of the gospel. This kind of opposition to the preaching of the gospel is not limited to
Russia, however. It can also be true right here in the United States in one form or another. Even here men sometimes risk
their livesin taking a bold stand for the gospel. We need divine deliverance as we preach the Word, not only from satanic
power but also from instruments which are under the control of Satan. Our weapon is prayer.

How often we have to come back to the statement in Ephesians 6, “we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, “the forces of Satan behind the scenes. That is the real battle, and that is why in Ephesians
6:18 we are exhorted to be “praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” The victory is possible only
through prayer.

This prayer is, first of al, for the Word of God and its power, and then prayer for deliverance from ungodly men.

A word of assurance followsin verse 3: “But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.” Christians
are often unfaithful. Often we are disappointed in their promises and commitments. But we can depend on the Lord. God is
faithful. One of the things that we learn through the various experiences of life isthat, though we may be unfaithful, God is
never unfaithful. We can always depend on God to do what He has promised to do. Paul reminds the Thessalonians that God
will hear and answer prayer. God is faithful not only to answer prayer but He will “stablish you, and keep you from evil.” It
is another way of saying Romans 8:28, “All things work together for good to them that love God.” Paul is here reminding
the Thessalonians that even in their trials and tribulations God will work it out for their good and to His glory.

Paul anticipates their faithfulness in prayer in verse 4. “We have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and
will do the things which we command you.” Can others depend on us to do the right things? When the call to duty or
worship comesto us, are we in our place? As he writes the Thessalonian believers, Paul has confidence that they will be
faithful.



The Love of God

Having laid upon them this exhortation for prayer in verse 5, he directs them to a different channel: “And the Lord direct
your heartsinto the love of God.” That isjust alittle phrase, but how much it says. We are in aworld that has so many bids
for our affection. The issue comes up asto what isfirst, God or our loved ones. It is not always easy to make a decision.
Then there is the enticement of money. We are told in the Scripture not to love money. One does not have to berich to love
money. One could be very poor and still love money. The temptation to love things and power to do what money can doisa
temptation. Another lure is the love of the world, the love of the pleasures of the world, the comforts of the world, and the
appearance of the world. It is dangerous for a Christian to have his heart set on something other than the Lord.

Recognizing this constant temptation facing us in thislife, Paul tells the Thessalonians, in the midst of their trials and
troubles, and service for the Lord, they are not to forget to love the Lord. Thisis one of the most important thingsin life. The
Lord ismore interested in our hearts than He isin what we do, or what we give, or what we say. He wants most of all our
love. If He has our love, everything else will fall in line. Thisiswhy Paul exhorts them, “Direct your heartsinto the love of
God.”

Patient Waiting for Christ

Then Paul adds the last part of verse 5 which goes along with loving the Lord: “...and into the patient waiting for Christ.”
Once again he sets before them the goal of the Christian expectation. He does not say, “Now patiently wait for the Day of
the Lord.” Neither does he say, “Now patiently wait until the time of trouble comes.” That is not the point. He says,
“Patiently wait for the Lord.” That is our expectation, and that is our hope.

On the basis of these exhortations, he then gives them alist of things that should be done by the Christian who is waiting for
the Lord. Frequently in this epistle it has been indicated that a true attitude of expectation regarding the coming of the Lord
carrieswith it apractical daily life. In other words, God did not intend for us, after we have learned the precious truth that
Christ is coming back, to sit with starry eyes and folded hands and ook up to the heavens. That is not what He wants us to
do. He wants us to face the challenge of each day recognizing that it might be the last day before Christ comes. We should
make every day realy count for the Lord. Christ should befirst in the day. We should do the things that He wants us to do.
Thisisapractical point of view.

Accordingly, Paul exhorts the saints at Thessalonica: “We command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition he received of us. For
yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you” (vv. 6-7). Thisisan
illustration of the fact that as a Christian our life should have order. There were those in the early church, just asthere arein
modern times, who had a tendency to go off into some sort of abnormal experience, and they were not orderly in their lives.
They are told to withdraw themselves from such brethren. He said that which should characterize a Christian life is order
and reverence. There should be a respectful attitude toward things of God. Thiswas Paul’s own standard: “For yourselves
know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you” (v. 7).

The Command to Work

Paul brings up another aspect of practical Christianity: “Neither did we eat any man’s bread for nought; but wrought with
labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you: not because we have not power, but to make
ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us. For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would
not work, neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at al, but
are busybodies. Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work,
and eat their own bread” (vv. 8-12). It seems that there were some in this Thessalonian church who had this attitude. They
said: “Now the Lord is coming, and there is no use getting a job, or trying to earn our bread. | will eat at your house as long
asyou have food, and if you run out we will go to someone else. Thereis no use working because the Lord is coming.”



Oncein awhile we find people who are just about as impractical as that in relation to the coming of the Lord.

Paul says: “That is not what | taught you. While | was among you, | earned my own living and worked in order to provide
the necessities of my life. | would not be dependent on you. | paid my own way. | provided my own food. Now | have set
you an example. Y ou should be providing for your own things. Y ou should not be living at the expense of others.”

Hereisaproper Christian standard. But some have adopted the philosophy that the world owes them aliving. Thisis not
found in the Bible. The attitude of the Bible is just the opposite. The attitude of the Bible is that the world owes the Christian
nothing, but that we owe the world something. We have something to give to the world. This does not mean that Christians
should be opposed to any true social program which helps others. But we are not to take the attitude that the world owes us a
living. Paul lays down the principle in verse 10: “If any would not work, neither should he eat.” That was a simple method
of getting folks to work. If they did not eat, they had to do something.

The very fact that they were idle had led them into all sorts of difficulty. Idlenessisfertile ground in which the devil can sow
seeds. Paul tells them that he hears “that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are
busybodies’ (v. 11). Usually the type of person who does not mind his own businessis trying to take care of someone else’s
business. That was true in the Thessalonian church. Paul’ s exhortation was: “ Get busy. Earn an honest living. Pay your own
way. Take care of yourself.” Y ou will not have time, then, to be interfering with other people’ s business and making a
nuisance of yourself in the church of God.

In verse 12 he says to them: “Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness
they work, and eat their own bread.” In other words, do not make a big noise about it, either. Just quietly do the right thing,
provide your own livelihood and eat your own bread. Do not expect someone else to feed you.

Command to Continue in Well-Doing

Paul also has aword of exhortation for those who have been doing the right thing: “But ye, brethren, be not weary in well
doing” (v. 13). Sometimes we can be weary in well-doing in the sense that we are physically tired. There is nothing immoral
about that. But he means we should not be weary in well-doing in the sense that we want to quit well-doing. The temptation
when we see others who are not doing the right thing is to say, “What is the use? | am trying to do the right thing and no one
elseis. | think | will quit.” Did you ever have an attitude like that? There apparently were some in the Thessalonian church
who were having alittle trouble along that line, so Paul said, “Be not weary in well doing.” Keep on being faithful in the
task God has given you.

Further, Paul gives advice concerning fellowship with those who are disobedient: “1f any man obey not our word by this
epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed” (v. 14). This may be a difficult verse for us
to apply today. Some Christians have overworked it to the point where they think there is no one good enough for them.
That is a sad attitude, too. But, on the other hand, the verse teaches us that we should not pick as our associates and friends
those who despise and disobey the Word of God.

It is surprising how much depends on our friendships. Y oung people as well as those who are older should choose friends
among Christian people who love the Lord. Such a choice will save alot of temptation and keep many heartaches away. It is
agood ideafor young peopleto limit their social engagements to those who are Christians, to those who love the Lord. It
may cut down the circle of friendships, but the friendships that remain will mean something and will be worthwhile. It may
save one from the heartache of a marriage that is not in the will of the Lord.

In writing these Thessal onians about a different matter, Paul states this principle. Do not have fellowship with those who
will not listen to the Word of God. Paul is claiming for his epistle that it is the Word of God and to be heeded as a command
of God. Have your fellowship with those who are in obedience to the Word of God and who are living according to its
standards.



Then Paul adds aword of caution to them in verse 15: “Y et count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.” Do
not walk around with a halo that is alittle misplaced, saying, “I am holy; you are not holy.” Y ou will never help your brother
that way. But when thereis areal moral issue and your brother refuses to obey the teaching of the Word of God, then there
must come a separation. Y ou cannot follow him and follow the Word of God at the same time. These exhortations are
practical, but they are al linked with the command to be patiently waiting for the Lord’ s return. If we are patiently waiting
for His return, we will be doing these things which are pleasing in the sight of God.

Paul’s Prayer for Them

In verses 16-18, the other side of the picture is presented. Paul had started this chapter by commanding the Thessalonian
believersto pray for him, and now he prays for them. There is a comradeship and afellowship in prayer. In these three
verses, there are three things for which he prays. In verse 16, he prays for their peace: “Now the Lord of peace himself give
you peace always by all means.” Paul then voices the second petition, “The Lord be with you al.” Then, he certifies that the
letter is genuine: “ The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which isthe token in every epistle: so | write” (v. 17). It
makes all the difference in the world whether the letter is genuine, whether it is the Word of God. So he reminds them that it
isagenuine letter, written by an apostle, by the inspiration of God.

The third petition in verse 18 is both a prayer and benediction. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.”
Consider these three prayer requests: the Lord’ s peace, that passeth understanding; the Lord’ s presence, never failing; and
finally the Lord’ s grace, His attitude of love and favor toward us. Certainly of all men we are the most blessed. In spite of all
our experiences of trial and trouble, when the Lord is on our side we have more than anyone else. It isfar better to be a
Christian in trial and difficulty than not to be a Christian and have al the luxuries and comforts that the world can offer.

This epistle closes with the prayer that the grace of the Lord may be with you al. Aswe come to the conclusion of this
study, may the prayer of the Apostle Paul, given so long ago to these Thessalonian Christians, be ours. May the Lord’ s peace
be our portion. May the consciousness of His presence be a daily, moment-by-moment experience. May “the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.”

Questions

1. For what does Paul exhort the Thessalonians to pray and how does this indicate the nature of our spiritual warfare?
2. How does Paul relate the love of God and waiting for the coming of the Lord?

3. Itemize the things that Paul says Christians should be doing while waiting for the coming of the Lord.

4. What importance does Paul place upon Christians working?

5. How does Paul recognize the danger of being weary in well-doing?

6. With whom does Paul say we should not associate?

7. What are the three petitions with which Paul closes this epistle?

8. How would you summarize the practical exhortations of 2 Thessalonians?
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