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Dedication

In appreciation of the influence of my godly parents, in both example and precept, this book is dedicated. Their influence
has shaped most of my thinking regarding doctrine and Christian experience.
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Holinessin Practical Living

By LewisT. Corlett

Preface

The subject of holinessis old, yet ever new. Many books have been written on the doctrine and about the experience. It
has been my purpose in this book to try to bring to the thinking of young people, especially, a greater concept of the
value and scope of holiness. The chapters grew out of lectures that have been given in several young people's institutes
and camps. It ismy hope and desire that the book will be a great blessing to those who read it and be a challenge for them
to go deeper into the things of God.

It isimpossible to give acknowledgment to all who have contributed material for these lectures. The author has listened
to holiness preachers from his boyhood, has read many books on the subject, and has had the privilege of teaching
doctrine in our schools and colleges for a number of years. The ideas and thoughts have come from so many sources that
it isimpossible to give credit to them, but we acknowledge the great blessings that these persons have been throughout
our lifetime.

| wish to express my appreciation to Mrs. Carol Spell Gish for reading and correcting the manuscript and to my secretary,
Mrs. Helen Waller, who has faithfully prepared the copy for the printer.

Lewis T. Corlett
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Holinessin Practical Living

By LewisT. Corlett
Chapter 1

HOLINESS -- OBJECTIVE AND FOUNDATION

Y oung people are looking for something definite and certain. Many are puzzled and perplexed today by the uncertainty
and confusion of the general conditions of society and civilization. Standards have been lowered, morals are laughed at,
modesty is ridiculed, and righteousness has been classified as "old-fogey" and outdated in the modern routine. Y et
character has not changed in its principles, nor has the law of sowing and reaping been repealed. God still exists, and
each person must give account to Him sometime for the way his life has been carried out both in deed and in motive.

Y outh today can be as holy and useful as any in previous generations. God has made ample provisions for the salvation
of each person in every generation of world history. Today the Spirit of God is waiting to make the application of God's
provision to each soul who asksfor it. Y oung people need to become more conscious of their need and turn to God to
find the proper motivation. They need to see God'sidea for each individual and also become conscious of the solid
foundation provided for them as a foundation for life.

Holiness|s God's | deal

Holiness is the name ascribed to the moral character of God. He definitely states that Heis holy. "Be ye holy; for | am
holy" (I Pet. 1:16). "And ye shall be holy unto me: for | the Lord am holy" (Lev. 20:26). These verses also indicate the
quality God desiresin the inner nature of man's soul, "Be ye holy." In man holinessis the transfer of the moral nature of
God to man'sinner life whereby heis transformed to become like God's character. "Whereby are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that
isin theworld through lust” (11 Pet. 1:4). Also the writer to the Hebrews speaks of God's process as culminating in man's
being a"partaker of his holiness' (Heb. 12:10). These two definitions cover the entire meaning of holiness regarding both
its source and its operation between God and man.

There are two phases of holinessin God. One is positive and includes the possession of absolute purity honesty, love, and
righteousness. It is not only the personal possession of these moral qualities, but also it is the divine approbation of these
things regardless of where they may be found. The other phase of holiness may be termed the negative side and includes
the absence of sin with all itsroots and kindred evils and principles. Included within this aspect in the character of God is
Histotal abhorrence of everything pertaining to sin. His nature is diametrically opposed to the principle of sin and
everything pertaining to it. Holiness is the essence of His personality, the purpose of Hiswill, and the standard of all of
His operations. Holiness is al'so adoctrine. But it is not merely atheory; it isareality in the nature of the character of
God. Thus holiness has very definite objectives. It includes the highest ideals and standards known to God and man.
Holinessis the fountain of truth, the source of moral standards, the origin of righteousness, and the criterion and standard
for the thoughts and actions of mankind. Holinessistheidea of God's nature and thus becomes Hisideal for the quality
of man's moral nature.

Holiness Contributes |deals To Man

Holiness is the only proper ideal for a person to accept and set up as the criterion to which he or she must measure.
Unless holiness is kept as the ideal of life, God cannot bestow upon the individual the blessings and benefits He desires
to give.
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It will be impossible to mention all of the ideals which are brought through holiness since al of the good qualities of
mankind are directly or indirectly responsible to holiness as a source; yet afew basic ones will be presented.

1. Holiness Requires a Recognition of Authority

Holiness demands a recognition of authority. Man is so constituted that, unless he recognizes a higher power and
authority than himself, he becomes lawless and lives on the animal plane of his nature. Holiness makes a great
contribution as an ideal to man in the fact that it sets before him a God who is the absolute Authority of the universe. He
ismighty; Heis powerful; Heis mgestic; yet Heis pure, holy, and wise. God is superior to every relationship of
humanity; and the more man is conscious of His true character, the more he senses an authority to which heis
responsible. In fact, as holiness becomes the controlling ideal and principle of life, it brings to man the sense of
accountability and responsibility to God, which is one of the most important basic concepts necessary for true and holy
living.

2. Holiness Gives Man a Concept of Righteousness

Holiness as an ideal sets up very definite standards of right and wrong. It does not lend itself to the prevalent disposition
of this age to eliminate the sharp distinctions between the black of sin and the white of righteousness and to live on in the
haze of gray. Holiness coming out of the character of God is pure and righteous, originating in a Character who approves
the right and abhors the wrong; therefore it gives man the proper criterion whereby to judge truths and actions of every
relationship. Holiness gives man a clear concept of the true, the right, the pure, and the honest. It is not a question of what
the neighbors say or of what society today approves, but of how this matter under consideration appears when it is placed
under the brilliant light of God's holiness. Much confusion has been brought here as individuals have attempted to force
upon others their viewpoints regarding changing customs of the generations. The final answer is not what any individual
thinks but what man's conscience and spirit say as he stands in the presence of God's holiness.

3. Holiness as an |deal Gives Vaueto Man

As man is considered without taking holiness into proper consideration, he cannot be understood for hisreal worth. A
holy God made man free from sin so that he could have fellowship with his Maker. God made man in the divine image,
and regardless of how far into sin man may go, there is still adepth of his nature crying out for the living God. He may
not understand this or know what it is; yet there is the emptiness of the spirit of man calling for the only Spirit who is
able to understand and explain. If man were a product of an evolutionary process without the direct touch of God in
creation, then he would lack something that could feel kindred fellowship to God himself. Holiness as an ideal sets man
up as aspirit immortal to live forever. Theimmaterial part of man will never die, and holiness provides the only
atmosphere which will enable man to seek and reach the higher levels. Holiness reveal s the true value of man, and man
must possess holiness to develop and reveal hisworth to his generation.

4. Holiness Presents an Ideal of Morals

Holinessis purity in God; it is also purity in man. Holiness as a second work of grace completes the plan of operation to
purify man's motive nature so that his whole nature is pure in thought, purpose, and affection. Holiness has never
countenanced laxity in morals or immodesty of thought, attitude, or dress. Holiness always exalts the pure, the chaste,
and the clean. Thisistrue today as well as yesterday; and it will be true tomorrow, for God's ideals and laws never
change.

This generation needs to bring its moral laxity into the presence of the pure light of the holiness of God in order to judge
itself properly. Reactionaries make fun of blue laws and the antiquity of the Bible; but, regardless of the radicals and
shallow-minded people, holinessis still the source of the ideal of morals for every generation.
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Holiness is the source of ideals and standards for relationships of one with another. It gives ideals regarding death and
givesideasfor after death. In fact, every good ideal and standard of humanity comes forth from the character of God.
For every problem that man has had or may have God has placed within His revealed truth, the Bible, a principle for
solving that problem. That is Hisideal for the particular occasion. The more man understands the Holy Bible, the higher
his standards become and the more in harmony he brings himself with God'sideal as exemplified in His own character.
Man should be careful to incorporate these idealsin hislife, for it is more important than the sign that was posted in one
place on a bad road which said, "Choose your rut carefully, for you will have to stay in it for the next 20 miles." Man
should be very careful to choose al of hisidealsin the light of the great ideal of holiness, for he will not only live in them
the next twenty miles, but they will make or break him for life and life hereafter.

Holiness As A Foundation

Holinessis the only foundation which can give a man a solid footing in moral values and character and at the same time
give him the basis upon which he can build an enduring and useful character.

1. Man Needs a Spiritual Foundation

The material foundations of earth will pass away with the use thereof. There is something about man which is more than
material. Man is made up of more than the physical. The process of change is forever active in the physical and the
material. Within this changing nature there is a spiritual part of man. Thisisthe vital, dynamic, controlling part of man's
being and life. Unless man selects a foundation upon which to build this spiritual life, he will find himself coming up
short in the time of crisis. He will find himself without security and stability in the moment when he needs these the
most. So while consideration for the material sphere of mankind isimportant, the contemplation of the foundation upon
which the spiritual should be built is of more importance. It is that upon which the lifeis built; it is that which will
regulate the destiny of man; it is that which will determine how and where the individua will spend eternity.

People today are the victims of fear, superstitions, and wrong philosophies. Lifeisreal and may be filled with
disappointments, sorrows, adversities, and failures as well as opposites. Man must have afoundation that is stable,
secure, and enduring. He must find a foundation which gives him that stability of purpose, location, and sense of destiny
in all the changes of life. Thisisfound only in a spiritual foundation.

Man is a creature of two worlds -- this world and the one to come. People have sneeringly criticized the Christiansin
some ages as being otherworldly. Little did they recognize that in their derision they had revealed their own ignorance,
for al people have arelation to another world. Timeis not the only controlling factor in life; eternity has a definite and
powerful relationship.

Man has his beginning in time, but he exists forever in eternity. There is no end to man except the beginning. He lives on
and on and on. To live rightfully in time he must find that connecting link between time and eternity which will give him
a sense of security and stability in contemplation of it. He must find that which will be constructive to his character in
eternity aswell asin time. He must take time to locate a foundation which standeth sure when the angel shall announce
that time shall be no more. Again thisisfound only in the immaterial and the spiritual realm.

2. Holiness Provides This Enduring Foundation

Holiness, being the essence of God's moral nature, is as eternal as God himself. In this sense holinessis eternal; it never
began and it will never end. It is not something which was provided merely for time; it is the atmosphere and essence of
God's eternity.

This consciousness of God's presence and character brings man first of all to the contemplation of lifein its entirety. He
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looks at it as existing both in time and in eternity. He recognizes that there is a part of him which will not cease to be
when the event of death ends time for him. Seeing this, he recognizes that God, being eternal and almighty, has made it
possible through His love and compassion for each individual member of Adam's race to come into proper relationship
with God and become a "partaker of his holiness." He becomes very conscious that there is afoundation in God which
standeth sure regardless of time or eternity. It dawns upon him that the whole plan of salvation is God's method and
procedure whereby man can find a spiritual foundation upon which to build alife. Jesus Christ, the Saviour, givesto a
hel pless and hopel ess world away out of distress, fear, and damnation. There is no other way. Paul recognized this and
stated emphatically to the Corinthians, "For other foundation can no may lay than that islaid, which is Jesus Christ” (I
Cor. 3:11).

3. Holiness Is the Foundation Man Needsto View Life Correctly

It is the only foundation in the universe which will bring man to recognize really basic valuesin hislife. Sin and evil are
intrinsically deceptive in their characteristics. Man, being possessed of a sinful disposition from birth, has a conflict
throughout all his life trying to avert the deceptiveness of sin which causes him to grope in unreality. Sin blinds a man's
vision to things as they really are. It colors his entire outlook. Man must come in contact with something which will bring
him face-to-face with reality in order for him to live in contentment, to be of service to his generation, and to face death
courageoudly.

God wants man to be delivered from this realm of unreality, and, in His requirements that man must meet in order to
become a " partaker of his holiness,” He has arranged a process which brings man face-to-face with reality. This has been
called conviction by the Christians of all ages. It is by the operation of the Spirit of God upon man'sinner life that the
coloring is removed from the vision. The things of life are stripped of their deceptive coverings and man is brought to see
himself, his deeds, and his relationshipsin true reality. In other words, he begins to look at people and things as God
does. He sees his deeds in the light of the purity and holiness of God. He no longer makes his decisions regarding them
according to what may be the accepted standards of society about him, but he judges everything in the light of its
relationship to God.

This view of the holiness of God brings man face-to-face with the realization that there is a connection between the
created and the creator -- that man is not an individual who is not responsible to anyone for his selfish indulgences, but
that he must finally give an account to a holy God for his unholy acts. Thus, in the first step in God's dealing with man,
holiness becomes the criterion as well as the foundation for man's evaluation and removal from the world of unreality.

4. Holiness Provides a Foundation for Harmonious Living

Asthe Spirit of God directs man aong the pathway of righteousness, the individual will be aware of the fact that there
can be no security unless peace is made with the past. He recognizes that the commandment of the Bible, "Repent ye: for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand," is a necessity to relieve man of the fear of the past. This requirement is not just
arbitrary with God for His own satisfaction; it is an absolute necessity if man would find himself on afoundation which
gives security, stability, and comfort in all of life's vicissitudes. Hidden sin in man mars his relationship with God. It
creates fear in the mind of man, upsets his mental equilibrium, which, in turn, creates poisons within man's physical
constitution and produces a variety of diseases. Doctors everywhere will testify that mental tenseness and condemnation
will mar and upset man's physical welfare. Thus God's requirement for man, "Be ye holy; for | am holy," is not only the
natural emanation of His character; it is also the statement of an all-wise God given to His creation for the purpose of
bringing them to that place where they can be at peace with themselvesin relation to their past. This requirement brings
man to the place where he makes the proper adjustment for a substantial spiritual foundation, resulting in proper
relationship with God and man. He brings himself into harmony with the laws, principles, and character of the eternal
God. This removes the conflict he has had with the laws of his Creator.

Holiness is more than this; it is not merely negative in itsreaction in the individual life, but the Spirit of God in the
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process of liberating man brings him face-to-face with a decision which must be made either for or against God. As man
makes this decision in harmony with the character and laws of Deity, he places within his own life a purpose that is solid,
substantial, and definite in its direction and desire. This definite purpose is one of the most important factorsin all of life,
for man is afree moral agent. He cannot disregard his own sovereignty nor the sovereignty of his Maker. He was made
by God to live in harmony with the laws of God; and when he voluntarily, under the guidance of the Spirit of God, makes
the choice to shape hislife by such a purpose, he brings himself to that vital decision that hereafter the choices and
decisions of life shall be madein view of God, Hiswill, purpose, and desires. This brings man into vital contact with the
spiritual foundation of the universe. This cannot be found outside of the holiness of God, for man will do one of two
things: he will either choose to indulge himself in the satisfaction of his self-life, or he will decide to bring that self-life
into alignment and harmony with divine will. As he does this he places himself upon the living Foundation -- Jesus Christ
himself -- and finds solidity, stability, and security for hislife.

5. Holiness I s the Foundation of Personal Christian Experience

Man will benefit greatly from the coming of this sense of harmony into hislife, but holinessis more than that. It is more
than simply a mental decision on man's part. It is the impartation to his moral nature of the love of God. It is the touch of
Deity upon the motive life of man's own nature; it is the new birth, so that the individual can say with the Apostle Paul,
"Therefore if any man bein Christ, heisanew creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become

new" (11 Cor. 5:17). Paul also uses the expression "in Christ" many times. This goes a step farther than just a foundation.
Christ becomes the Cornerstone of aman's inner life whereby He binds the believer to himself until thereisa
consciousness in man that hislife is no longer controlled according to the things of the world but “the love of Christ
constraineth” him.

Also this brings a person into a relationship with two worlds; for Jesus Christ said to His disciples, "I give unto you
eterna life." The Christian is a citizen of a higher world even while he fulfills his obligations of citizenship in this
country. The Holy Spirit is the member of the Godhead who performs this operation in the individual life, and He goes a
step farther in giving man security and stability by witnessing to the individual that he has been accepted as a child of
God. Thisiswhat Paul had reference to when he said: "For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together" (Rom. 8:15-17).

This consciousness within man's own being gives him the sense of belonging to the Divine, the assurance that hislife has
come into harmony with the laws of God, the knowledge that holinessis begun in hislife since heis a partaker of the
divine nature, and he is aware that the love of God has become the controlling factor in his heart and life.

6. Holiness I s the Foundation for Purity of Motives

All of these steps must become realities in order to bring man to a proper relationship to "the foundation™ which
"standeth sure." Y et thereis a further step which God has provided which is absolutely essential for man to take to be
located properly on the foundation of God. If the man has been born again and has become a partaker of God's holiness,
there still remainsin his motive nature an inclination and bent to selfishness. This has been called "inherited sin,” "inbred
sin," "carnal nature," and many other names. In essence, it is corruption in the self-life, which not only contaminates the
ego of man but also brings a conflict in his moral nature between selfish desires and the full will and purpose of the
Divine. God's requirement, "Be ye holy," is brought into consideration here. Is man going on with this conflict in his self-
life or is there away whereby he can be so securely rooted upon the foundation of holiness that this conflict may be
removed? The Spirit of God is faithful in showing man th e dangers of this principle of selfishnessin the heart and in
bringing man to a definite, conscious decision in which the very depth of his being, the redeemed self, is brought into the
full light of the character of God. He must make a decision regarding these claims of the self-life which are presenting
themselves either regularly or irregularly. He must choose whether he shall endeavor to live in this discord of internal
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conflict or whether he so desires the will of God that he iswilling to place all of his abilities, histalents, his possessions
-- every phase of the self-life -- in the hands of God and live only and fully for Him. Thisis called "consecration” or
"death to self" and is accomplished under the guidance of the Spirit, who directs the penitent believer into full harmony
with the Divine.

This abandonment to God has been known to the Church through the ages as sanctification -- a second definite work of
grace -- and is the step in God's program which brings man into purposeful relationship with God's foundation. Thisis
not a static condition in which man loses his moral sovereignty, but a state of full moral freedom -- the result of being
completely in harmony with God's moral character. It is a contact of the human with the Divine, with a definite, complete
promise and purpose from man to live only for Him regardless of what others may say or do. This places man on the
foundation of God. This foundation is holiness, and it provides that stabilizing and secure footing for alife that can be
brought into harmony with al divine plans and precepts. Holiness is the only foundation that can give strength and
security and hope to mankind.
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Holinessin Practical Living

By LewisT. Corlett
Chapter 2

HOLINESS AND EXPERIENCE -- FIRST WORK OF GRACE

The plan of God brings holiness out of the infinite into the realm of man. God has set up His whole system of redemption
with one purpose in view -- the restoration of man to a plane where he can have fellowship with the Divine. Each step in
the process, whether it be on God's part or man's decision, is arranged to bring the character of man into harmony with
divine will and purpose. Man, being made in the image of God, is better understood by his Creator than by another
human being. Man's fall kept him from being the recipient of the benefits through the divine program. Thisleft man
helpless and hopeless as far as any human ingenuity or method was concerned. There was no way in which man could
deliver himself from the captivity into which the race had been plunged. There was no avenue of approach to God
whereby man could again walk and talk with his Creator. Man was |eft with an empty, aching void in hisinner life crying
for something he could not reach and craving for someone he could not approach. The emptiness of man's soul cried out
for holiness; but the justice and righteousness of God abhorred sin both in deed and in nature, and the guilty man was
held back from approaching the offended God.

Jesus Christ Made Holiness Accessible To Man

God did not leave man in this hopel ess state. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). He could not be satisfied without
going beyond what reason would dictate. Love moved the great heart of God. Paul states this very emphatically in Rom.
5:8: "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." The sacrifice of
Jesus Christ upon the Cross was a twofold answer to man's need. First of all it bridged the gap between sinful mankind
and the holy God; and, secondly, it provided the way and means whereby men could both come into harmony with the
divine will and at the same time be "partakers of his holiness." If man isfully to enjoy anything, he must experienceit.
God knew that, and so in His great and marvelous plan of redemption He arranged that man could come into two definite
experiences of grace whilein thisworld. He could come into that state where his inner life was in complete harmony
with God and where he was enjoying the nature of divine holinessin his heart and life. These two experiences did not
seal man so that he was eternally the Lord's without further choices; but it made the provision whereby he could have
fellowship with his God and momentarily keep himself aligned with divine purpose and character.

Holiness Begins I n Regener ation

Thefirst crisis experience in God's program for man has been known by different terms such as "regeneration,”
"justification,” "conversion," and "new birth." These all indicate different phases of one experience. They are not separate
steps, but explanations of what happensto an individual in what is known as the first work of grace. This experienceis
received by faith, whereby Jesus Christ istaken as a persona Saviour. Man cannot believe without bringing himself into
harmony with God's purpose; so penitence of soul, with readjustment of the past in restitution and confession, is
necessary. Man must repent of his transgressions before God can operate, since God cannot approve of sinin any form.
In the processes of conviction the Holy Spirit reveals the past to the seeking soul; and when he iswilling to follow the
divine directions, he brings himself into that position whereby faith can claim the benefits of the atonement through Jesus
Chrigt, the Saviour. The matter of repentance is a process whereby the desire for God brings an individual gradually to
the place where he makes his final decision to turn from those things antagonistic to God, to lay down his arms of
rebellion against God, and voluntarily to accept Christ as his personal Saviour. When this decision is reached, the Spirit
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of God in instantaneous operation does His work of regenerating, justifying, adopting, and witnessing to His own
presence in the heart. Thisis a marvelous experience. It iswidely comprehensive in its scope and very beneficial inits
effect on human personality.

Characteristics Of This Experience
1. A Marked Crisis

Regeneration isamarked crisisin the life of the individual. It marks an epoch in man's life when, under the conviction of
the Spirit of God, he responds to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and brings himself into a position where God can
perform awork of righteousnessin his soul. It isacrucial period, as man has forsaken sin and made a definite decision to
turn from his evil ways and to accept Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour. It isavery decisive moment for the penitent
soul because it marks the time when he renounces his personal rebellion against God, swears allegiance to the God of the
skies, and declares that from this moment henceforth he will walk according to the doctrines of truth, righteousness, and
God.

2. A Definite Work by God

Regeneration is a definite work of the Spirit of God in the heart of man. It is the response of divine will to the obedience
of man's soul. It isthe action of a holy God meeting the crisis and need of a hungry soul. It iswhat Paul talked about
when he said, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also
we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God" (Rom. 5:1-2). The
individual soul isjustified before God. The record is clear of all past transgressions. The iniquities are blotted out.
"Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth
not iniquity, and in whose spirit there isno guile" (Ps. 32:1-2).

3. Peace with God

Theindividual is placed in a position where his past record is cleared and he is given a clean sheet before his Maker. But
more than that, "being justified by faith," he has "peace with God." The guilt of unconfessed sin is gone. The uneasiness
of a condemning conscience has been removed. God has met him in response to His promise, "If we confess our sins, he
isfaithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness® (I John 1:9).

4. Reception of the Holy Spirit

It is the assurance that the life is no longer frowned upon by the Spirit of God but that the repentance has been accepted
and the faith of the penitent has linked itself with the Divine, which brings soul ease in the presence of God. This
consciousness of acceptance marks the walk of the soul with the Saviour, and it is an assurance from the Divine that God
will never bring up those sins again -- that He will remember them against him no more forever. In thisfirst work of
grace God not only removes the condemnation caused by man's guilty past, but He also gives to him the Holy Spirit,
"And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given
unto us' (Rom. 5:5). New lifeis brought into being in the soul of man by the coming of the Spirit into his heart, and he
becomes a new creation in Christ, Things are different! "Therefore if any man be in Christ, heisanew creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new" (11 Cor. 5:17). Paul was conscious of thisin hisown
experience and emphatically states to the Romans, "But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of
God dwell in you, Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his' (Rom. 8:9). The Spirit forgives, the
Spirit regenerates, the Spirit quickens, and the Spirit brings the assurance of acceptance with God . He takes up His abode
in the heart of man, witnessing to him that his confession and penitence have been accepted and that his past has been
cleared, and making him conscious of new life through the presence of the Spirit.
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5. Possession of Divine Love

With the reception of the Spirit of God he becomes conscious of the love of God shed abroad in his heart by the Holy
Ghost, which is given unto him. Hatred toward God and man has been removed, and a spirit of compassion and mercy
has taken its place. The believer is conscious that there is a deeper motivation in his heart than mere human sympathy. It
isthe working out of the essence of the Divine Spirit in hisindividual life. Thisiswhat John recognized when he was
writing his First Epistle and called on others to be more conscious of it. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him
not" (I John 3:1). The entire First Epistle of John centers around his discussion of the child of God in thislove-
relationship to the Lord. He explains more fully: "And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him" (I John 4:16). Also he says, "We love him, because
hefirst loved us."

John emphatically states that thislove hasits reaction in the attitudes and principles of life. It becomes both a controlling
principle in man's heart and a criterion by which the child of God is recognized. "In this the children of God are manifest,
and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother” (I
John 3:10). Thislove life and the other graces of the Spirit are the result of the individual's coming into possession of the
nature of God. Peter described this, "According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that
isin the world through lust" (I1 Pet. 1:3-4). The Spirit by this new creation bringsinto the inner life of man the various
phases of the fruit of the Spirit described in Galatians 5:22-23: "But the fruit of the Spirit islove, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such thereisno law."

6. The New Birth

It is the experience that Christ talked about to Nicodemus. "Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). The motivating principle of
man's life is controlled and regulated by the character of this life man receives from God. His Christian living is not
merely the result of man's decision to reform: but it is this coupled with divine transformation which renews character,
changes attitudes, enlarges horizons, and gives a strong motivation. The Christian unconsciously finds himself taking the
same attitude that Christ took. He loves as Christ loved; he is compassionate as Christ was compassionate; he is merciful
like his Master; heiskind like his great Teacher. In fact, the cry of hisheart is"More like the Master | would ever be."

7. Witness of the Spirit

The Spirit not only regenerates and takes up His abode in the heart, but He also bears witness to the individual to the fact
that he has entered into fellowship with the Divine and become a member of the family of God. The consciousness of this
witness does not come in the same manner to every individual. But there is one distinct fact in thiswitness; it is that the
individual becomes conscious that he is a child of God. Paul describes thisvery clearly: "For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that
we may be also glorified together” (Rom. 8:14-17).

8. Member of the Family of God

The believing soul has a definite sense of belonging to Someone worthwhile and to something intensely creative. Paul
used the expression "in Christ' many times, and other writers expressed this feeling of unity with the Divine in different
terms; but all are definite in that when the Spirit regenerates He bears testimony to the consciousness of man that heisa
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member of the family of God and the fellowship of the Church invisible and triumphant. The assurance and sense of
belonging brings a stability to the mind of the seeking soul. It gives a definite consciousness that the divine Saviour has
accepted the penitent one and by accepting has justified him freely, giving new life through the Holy Spirit, who has
taken up His abode in hislife.

9. Maintained by Faith

Many people have jJumped to wrong conclusions regarding this experience. They have misinterpreted Paul's expression,
"Y e were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of the
purchased possession, unto the praise of hisglory” (Eph. 1:13-14). The Spirit of God truly seals the transaction of the
believer's acceptance and acknowledges that the individual belongsto God. Thisisthe meaning of the sealing of the
Spirit. This experience in the first work of grace is not a static position before God wherein the believer surrenders his
own sovereignty; it is rather a state of living relationship whereby the child of God walksin the light shed upon his
pathway by the Spirit, and God, in Hisinfinite grace, sustains the individual as long as he keeps himself in accord with
the purposes and attitudes which brought him into this experience.

To get this acceptance of God the individual turned his back on sin and wrong with a definite, voluntary decision to live
for God according to His dictates. God gave man divine life when he was willing to meet God's commands. Man must
continue to keep these divine commandmentsif he would continue to receive God's mercy and grace. Thus this
experience, aswell as all other spiritual experiences, isaliving relationship sustained by man's decision and God's grace.
Man received it by faith, and by faith he must walk in harmony and fellowship with the Divine to maintain it. God does
not force man in this relationship, but God does give grace and glory to the one who keeps his life according to the divine
statutes. The individual must avoid all known sin because sin is rebellion against God, and God cannot sustain one who
deliberately violates known law. But as the individual maintains his position of separation from actual sinning, he finds
the comfort and strength that fellowship with the Divine can give.

10. The Sin Question

Thisfirst work of grace settles the sinning question as far as acts and deeds of disobedience and rebellion to God are
concerned. It does not take care of the nature of sin with which man was born. Every evangelical church in the world
recognizes this, and in the statement of creed each expresses in some manner the fact that after an individual is born
again there remains a seed principle of sin in the heart of man. This sin principle has been called by various names:
"inherited sin," inbred sin,” "carna nature,” "the old man," "the sin which dwelleth in you," "the root of bitterness,” etc.
These are not names of different things, but are names applied to this sin principle by various people in an endeavor to
describeit inits entirety. It takes a further work of grace in the heart of man to solve the problems of this sin principle.
Various groups of religious thought advocate one way or another. The holiness people believe that God removes this sin
nature in what is known as a " second work of grace."
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Holinessin Practical Living

By LewisT. Corlett
Chapter 3

HOLINESS AND EXPERIENCE -- SECOND WORK OF GRACE

Thefirst work of grace is marvelous and complete in handling the "sinning problem™ and making the seeker conscious
that heisason of God. Yet it does not take care of the sin principle inherited from the race. God has made ample
provision for cleansing of the heart of the believer from this sin principle.

Terminology Of Holiness
1. Heart Purity

Aswith all other operations of the Divine, it is difficult for a human being to give afull and clear explanation of the inner
work of God. Thereis a definite certainty about the consciousness that the work is done, but language seems inadequate
to describe the rich experience God gives to those who consecrate their all to Him. Various terms have been used by
leaders of Christian thought of all ages, some of which are given in an endeavor to describe some of the characteristics of
this experience. One of the terms used most frequently is heart purity or heart cleansing, which has been used to signify
the fulfillment of what John the Baptist prophesied of Jesus work when he said, "I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance; but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost, and with fire" (Matt. 3:11). Also Paul used this terminology in describing the purpose of Christ's
sacrifice and death in, "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it: that he
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27). Thisisthe
outstanding fact that Peter designated as the direct result of the infilling of the Holy Spirit in the house of Cornelius:
"And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; and put no
difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith" (Acts 15:8-9).

It iswhat the Psalmist was crying out for in his darkness after being guilty of vile sin, "Purge me with hyssop, and | shall
be clean: wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow" (Ps. 51:7). Webster, in the standard dictionary, also indicates that
thisis part of the work that is done by saying that sanctification not only meansto set apart for sacred use but a'so "to
make free from sin, to cleanse from moral corruption, to purify." The specific purpose of the second work of graceisto
remove from the motivation of self-life the corruption which causes an individual to be self-centered. It does not include
the removing from the mind and body of man al the effects of sin. Heis still ahuman being in aworld controlled
primarily by sin and the devil; yet it is the purification of his motive life until there is nought in the moral nature of his
inner life contrary to the Spirit of God. Thisiswhat Jesus Christ was praying for: "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word istruth. That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be onein us: that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me" (John 17:17, 21). The writer to the Hebrews expresses this unity: "For both he
that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren" (Heb.
2:11). The heart of the believer is cleansed from all inbred sin and filled with the presence of God, and the motive life of
man is unified and harmonized with the nature of God. All conflict regarding the will of God isremoved. All bias toward
sin resulting in atendency of theindividual Christian to be self-centered is removed, and truly the Holy Spirit controls
man.

2. Baptism of the Holy Spirit
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Sometimes this experience is known as the baptism of the Holy Ghost. Thisis the terminology that John used in
introducing Jesusin Matt. 3:11. Also it is the language that Jesus Christ used when He said: "For John truly baptized with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence" (Acts 1:5). As described in the former chapter,
the Holy Spirit takes up His abode in the heart of the believer when he is born again, but there still remain the roots of sin
with all their inclinations. Just as certainly as the disciples were commanded by Jesusto tarry for the promise of the
Father, which was the baptism of the Holy Ghost, just as definitely Christians today are commanded to wait for the
promise of the Father so that they may have the baptism of the Holy Spirit aswell as the birth of the Spirit. There has
been much error spread in the world of extremes connected with the baptism of the Holy Spirit; but the great purpose of
Christ in commanding His children to tarry for this promised blessing is that they may have the heart cleansing described
in the former paragraph. In the baptism of the Holy Spirit the Spirit of God cleanses the heart from inbred sin and fillsit
to the full of man's capacity with himself.

3. Christian Perfection

Another descriptive term used for this second work of grace is Christian perfection. This refers to the completion of the
work of God in the moral nature of mankind. Jesus commanded His disciplesin the Sermon on the Mount, "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which isin heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:48). The context of this scripture, as given
by Jesus, shows that the perfection in man's heart is to be of that nature that a true parent has toward his children. For the
commandment isto "be ... perfect, even as your Father which isin heaven is perfect.” Not only is the perfection of love
implied here, but John in his First Epistle clarifies this command by saying: "But whoso keepeth hisword, in him verily
isthe love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself a'so so to
walk, even as he walked" (I John 2:5-6). "And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love;
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him, Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have
boldnessin the day of judgment: because as heis, so are we in thisworld. Thereis no fear in love; but perfect love
casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. We love him, because he first
loved us: If aman say, | love God, and hateth his brother, heisaliar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God
love his brother also” (I John 4:16-21).

The essence of Christian experience is "the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given
unto us' (Rom. 5:5). Rebellion to God and hatred toward mankind are removed as man comesin his penitence and
receives the divine touch of pardon and forgiveness. A new nature is planted within him, but it is not long before that
new nature finds a contrary element in the self-life which "is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be" (Rom.
8:7). Thereisaconflict in the self-life which generally takes the form of self-interest and self-seeking as against being
completely centered in Christ, Hiswill and purpose. Many have testified through the ages to this type of conflict. The
second work of grace is God's program whereby this element opposed to love can be purged from man's self-life and his
whole motive life can be completely controlled or perfected in love. This does not mean that he is not tempted to take the
wrong attitude toward people or things. But it does mean that th e inner nature is purified so that he is able to withstand
the suggestions of the tempter from the outside. It is God's answer to remedy the cross emotions of man's soul with a
purging of this antagonistic element from the self-life and the complete filling of this nature with Hislove. This brings
the Christian to the place where he can join with Paul in an explanation of his service: "For the love of Christ
constraineth us' (Il Cor. 5:14).

4. Death to Self

The second work of grace has sometimes been designated as the crucifixion of the self-life. Thisterminology is taken
from Paul's statement: "1 am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now livein the flesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me" (Gal. 2:20).
Thisis not a characteristic of the sanctified life as much asit is the necessary requisite for men to be sanctified, and yet it
must be sustained if man isto retain his state of heart holiness.
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This term confuses many people because they cannot quite understand how the self-life of man can be crucified and yet
the individual continueto live in a physical world. The primary meaning of this term isthat the child of God follows the
injunction of Paul, "1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies aliving
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God" (Rom. 12:1-2). He presents all of his personal claimsto his own faculties, possessions, and relationships to God
with the avowed purpose that they are God's for time and eternity, for sacrifice or for service, according as He seesfit.
Thisincludes al the ambitions, plans, aspirations, and wishes that the individual may have had for anything pertaining to
self-satisfaction in the use of these powers or possessions. It is bringing the soul to the place described by the poet:

Lord Jesus, | long to be perfectly whole;

| want Thee forever to live in my soul.

Break down every idol; cast out every foe;
Now wash me and | shall be whiter than snow.

This entire consecration is an active deed on the part of man to present himself for divine direction; yet it is motivated by
astrong desire to have hiswhole life unified and harmonized in the divine purpose. It isayielding of his ransomed
powers to the guidance of a Wisdom that is greater than all mankind together. It is the surrendering of the claims of the
self-life and an anchoring of them in the divine will. When thisis done, the individual does not become a passive agent,
but ayielded agent waiting for orders with a determination to carry out the divine program regardless of what should
come.

5. Singleness of Eye

Another term used in an endeavor to describe or explain this experience of the second work of grace is that of singleness
of eye. "The light of the body isthe eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine
eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that isin thee be darkness, how great is that
darkness!" (Matt. 6: 22-23) Singleness of eye is the opposite to the double mind which James speaks of: "Draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded" (Jas. 4: 8).
In the second work of grace through the cleansing, purging power of the Holy Spirit, this instability of mind and purpose
isremoved and man'svision is clarified and he has an eye single to the glory of God. Now he looks not for those things
which would advance self or which would be the most favorable for the self-life, but for that which would glorify and
honor God. He is definitely "looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith." His goal isto please Him; his
purpose isto carry out Hiswill; hisaimisto fulfill the divine command; and hisdesireisto increasein the love of God.

6. Promise of the Father

In giving afarewell address to His disciples, Jesus Christ gave a promise in connection with the command, "And behold,
| send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on
high" (Luke 24:49). This promise was that they should receive power which would be an enabling factor in life. "But ye
shall receive pow er, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). They obeyed the divine command;
and, in Acts 2:1-4, the record is given that they received the promise of the Father and they were truly endued with power
from on high.

While many have misunderstood the meaning of this power and have brought reproach and shame to the cause of
holiness by foolish acts and statements, yet thisis the true promise of the Father for His children of every generation. It is
not sensational power merely to attract and please a curious crowd, but it is primarily power to control man's spirit and to
direct hislife and service in channels of usefulness in the kingdom of God. It is an establishing power, whichisseenin
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the lives of the disciples and apostles through the various persecutions that were brought to them in the record of the
Book of Acts. It is power to keep poise of character and to manifest a sweet spirit regardless of what others may do. It is
the power of ahidden joy that gives happinessin the midst of all kinds of circumstances, whether they be pleasant or
unpleasant. Someone misunderstood this to be ecstasy, but ecstasy is simply an outward exhibition of inner enjoyment.
There aretimes when it is not proper and fitting to dis play ecstasy, but there never is a time when the steady flow of the
power of joy isnot needed and is not present. It is a power to believe God when everything about would say that God's
planisimpossible. That is the reason the Apostle Paul could stand before his captors on the ship that was buffeted by the
sea and say, "Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for | believe God, that it shall be even asit wastold me" (Acts 27:25).

There are many times in each individual's life when surroundings and circumstances are just as dismal as those which
Paul faced in this shipwreck; yet the enjoyment of the second work of grace will give him an inner stability of faith that
will hold him steady and make him ready to progress as soon as opportunity comes. It is also power to suffer and to
fulfill the statement: "Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
up” (I Cor. 13:4). It isthe power of the Holy Spirit dwelling and abiding in the human heart unhindered by the self-
seeking, self-indulgent attitude. It is God controlling the entire life of the believer.

7. Abundant Life

Another term used to characterize this second work of grace is the abundant life. Jesus Christ told His disciples: "I am
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly" (John 10:10). In Rom. 8:9-11, Paul speaks
about how thislifeis brought to the individual through the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. "But ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, heis
none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if
the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you" (Rom. 8:9-11). An individual who is regenerated receivesthe life
of God in hisinner life. Truly heis born again and made "anew creature in Christ Jesus." He is the possessor of anew
nature in Christ Jesus; yet at times thislife is hindered and hampered by the presence of carnality in the self-life. Sinis
disease as well as rebellion, and the poison of this disease hinders the life from enjoying the fullness that it should.

An analogy to this diseased nature can be brought out in the way that an individual may have physical life hindered by
the presence of poison in some part of his system. The writer had the sad experience of enduring several years of poor
health on account of the poison of diseased tonsils. It was not the pain of alocal sorenessin the throat, but the poison
from these diseased tonsils was draining into the system and robbing the body of the health that should have been
enjoyed. One day, in aperiod of illness, adoctor located the source of poison and in afew weeks advised that the tonsils
be removed. In a short time this advice was followed, the tonsils were removed, and after a few months the author
enjoyed a sense of life -- of abundant life -- that he had not had for many years. Thisisalimited analogy, but carnality in
the life of man is pouring the poison into hisinner being which counteracts the life of God in his heart. When this source
of poison is removed through the purging baptism of the Holy Ghost, man's inner life becomes stronger asit is unified
and harmonized in the will of God; and his outward life becomes more poised and useful in the service of the Kingdom.
Truly there is the more abundant life that Jesus promised to give to His children.

8. Soul Rest

The sanctified experience brings to the individual a sense of rest which results from the cessation of the conflict of
carnality with the self-life. The writer to the Hebrews explains this in the fourth chapter: "There remaineth therefore a
rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into hisrest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from
his' (Heb. 4:9-10). Thisisthe rest which comes to the soul which isrelieved of the strife of internal conflict. It isthe rest
of an individual who becomes unified in purpose and objective. It isthe rest of one who has received the smile and
approval of his Beloved and enjoys the assurance which comes as a result. In regeneration the believer enjoys arest from
condemnation, but in sanctification thereis arest of God which takes possession of the inner life, giving calmness,
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assurance, peace, and satisfaction.

In the new birth man makes peace with God, but in the second work of grace he has the peace of God controlling hislife.
Thisiswhat the prophet | saiah spoke about when he said, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
thee: because he trusteth in thee" (Isa

26:3). This experience of heart holiness brings a sense of peace and rest that passeth all understanding and produces a
calmness and serenity of soul which can be enjoyed and manifested but yet cannot be described. There is the enjoyment
of the full fellowship of the human soul with its Creator and Redeemer. It is the pleasure of the soul as he walks and talks
with his Master.

9. Entire Sanctification

The last terminology that will be given in an attempt to describe this experience is entire sanctification. Thisisthe term
that was stressed so much by John and Charles Wedley. It is based primarily upon Paul's statement: "And the very God of
peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (I Thess. 5:23). In regeneration and justification there is a partial cleansing of thelife. It isthe
removal of acquired sin; sanctification brings the removal of inherited sin. The life of the regenerated isaholy life asfar
as outward acts and relationships are concerned. The second work of graceis a cleansing of the inner life so that truly a
man may be said to be "sanctified wholly." To some this may seem an equivocation of terms, but it isnot. Itisa
distinction that is given in the Bible and has been advocated by many outstanding preachers and leaders of religious
thought.

TheHoly Spirit Witnesses To The Second Work Of Grace

The question is raised many times as to how an individual can know that he has received this experience or what is the
sign that the individual has come into the relationship where God can cleanse the heart from sin. Many evidences have
been advocated, but people because of their individuality will manifest this experience in various ways. Some will be
hilarious while others will be more quiet. Some will indicate the assurance by physical activity of some sort, while to
othersthere is a deep sense of peace and calmness and rest. To all there is the definite witness of the Spirit to this
experience, similar to the manner by which the Spirit of God made the penitent believer conscious that he had been born
again. The writer to the Hebrews states this emphatically: "For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified. Whereof the Holy Ghost also isawitnessto us: for after that he had said before" (Heb. 10:14-15). This
witness of the Spirit isan inner reality giving definiteness, certainty, and assurance that the work of cleansing has been
done and that He has filled the soul to overflowing with His presence and power.

A Walk Of Obedience And Faith

The second work of grace is maintained in a manner similar to that by which the first work is continued. It is not a static
position whereby an individual can say because he was sanctified yesterday he is sanctified today. Rather itisaliving
relationship of the redeemed soul with his God. Aslong as the believer keeps his contract of abandonment to God, God
keeps him pure. Aslong as the individual walksin the light, the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses him from all sin. The
sanctified soul has only to keep himself unreservedly in the hands of the Master with firm purpose to live for Him,
whether it be for sacrifice or service. Aslong as these conditions are maintained, he will enjoy the blessing and the
fellowship of the abiding Holy Spirit, who will comfort, strengthen, guide, teach, illuminate, and endow for any needed
work or service for the advancement of the kingdom of God.
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HOLINESS AND EXPERIENCE -- SECOND WORK OF GRACE (Continued)

God's Standard

God's requirement is holiness both of heart and life. "Be ye holy; for | am holy" (I Pet. 1:16). God's desire is for man's
entire life to be in unity and harmony with Him. Thisiswhat He prayed for in the high-priestly prayer recorded in John
17. In verse 17, He definitely prays, "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth." Then, in verse 21, He prays that
the disciples might enter into a state of heart unity with their Redeemer. "That they al may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and | in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me" (John 17:21). He did
not utter these expressions merely in an arbitrary manner so that the Almighty God could require something of the finite
mind. He knew the nature and character of the men whom He had called. He saw the instability of Peter, the doubting of
Thomas, the self-seeking of James and John, and the hesitancy of the others in aligning themselves fully with Him. He
created man and He knew better than man himself the results of the Fall. He knew that this sin principle, which every
child of Adam'’s race inherited because of the Fall, contained in it the seed principle of every transgression against God.
He knew that it was a corruption of the self-life and the bias in man's nature to make him want his own way regardless of
conseguences -- to become selfish rather than merciful and to become self-centered instead of God-centered. Thus,
before Christ went to the Cross, He unfolded His heart in this magnificent intercessory prayer, asking the Father to
perform awork of righteousness in the hearts of these wavering disciples that would enable them to stand, "and having
doneall, to stand.”

Also God understood man's disposition, faculties, and limitations. He wanted to encourage the believer to follow the
inclinations of the new nature received in the first work of grace. In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ gave the
Beatitudes, one of which is, "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be

filled" (Matt. 5:6). The child of God has a natural hunger for the things of the kingdom of God. The poet expressed it:

Oh, to be like Thee; oh, to be like Thee, Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art!

Christ knew that, unless man followed the inclination of this desire, he would not succeed in Christian living; so He
definitely stated through the writer to the Hebrews, "Follow peace with all men, and holiness [the sanctification], without
which no man shall seethe Lord" (Heb. 12:14). The early apostles joined in the great heart cry of the Master in desiring
the welfare of the early Christians and the progress of the young Church. Paul, in writing to the Ephesians, states this
same thought in a beautiful prayer: "And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled
with all the fulness of God" (Eph. 3:19). He expressed it as the fullness of God. He knew by personal experience that it
was necessary and essential for man to have his whole motive life filled with God's love if he would carry out the divine
admonition.

A Crisis Experience

The conflict in the Christian world has not been waged over man's need but rather over the method that God uses in
meeting this need and the time when man receives deliverance from the sin principle. Some believe that it is removed
gradually; others, that God, in the hour and article of death, purifies the soul. The Catholic church has advocated the
doctrine of purgatory, which is a purification of the soul from the sin principle after death. The people known as holiness
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churches believe that this need of man's heart is met in a second definite experience of grace in the heart of the believer,
which is termed entire sanctification. The Manual of the Church of the Nazarene gives a clear statement of the general
viewpoint of this doctrine:

"We believe that entire sanctification is that act of God, subsequent to regeneration, by which believers are made free
from original sin, or depravity, and brought into a state of entire devotement to God, and the holy obedience of love made
perfect.

"It iswrought by the baptism with the Holy Spirit, and comprehends in one experience the cleansing of the heart from sin
and the abiding indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, empowering the believer for life and service."

There is much evidence that this experience is a second definite work of grace. John and Charles Wesley taught it, and it
was the outstanding doctrine of the early Methodist church; but it did not receive its source here. The Bible definitely
teaches that such an experienceis possible.

The True Meaning Of Pentecost

Christ prayed for His disciples and commanded them that "they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the
promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence" (Acts 1:4-5). The disciples obeyed this injunction and tarried in the Upper
Room for ten days. "And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were al filled with
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4). The disciples
tarried and received the promise of the Father and went forth to serve more efficiently than before.

Peter At The House Of Cornelius

The Book of Acts gives several incidents verifying the aspect of the second work of grace as related to Pentecost. The
angel testified to Cornelius that God had heard his prayer, recognized the spirit behind his almsgiving, and now was
desirous of giving explicit directions to aid him in receiving the answer to his prayers. He told him to send to Joppafor
Simon Peter, who would come and explain God's will to him and his household. Peter came, in response to the urgent
invitation, and preached to them. Following the message Cornelius and his family were baptized with the Holy Ghost.
Peter, testifying to the church at Jerusalem, states definitely what happened and the relation to Pentecost. "And God,
which knoweth