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Sir Robert Ander son
and Lady Agnes Anderson

by Arthur Posonby Moore-Anderson

Foreword

| GLADLY and gratefully write a short Foreword to the account, written by my old friend Arthur Moore
Anderson, of hisfather'slife. | had the very great privilege of knowing Sir Robert Anderson. | not only
knew him, but | have read and profited by his writings. He was a sturdy and very able fighter. He and his
wife, Lady Agnes Anderson, showed me many kindnesses, and after many yearsit is an act of gratitude
to repay them. | should like to have been able to write alonger note of his many activities, but | send this
very brief Foreword in commendation of this account of Sir Robert Anderson, which | have read with
very deep interest.

September 1946.
CALDECOTE.

FOREWORD TO AN EARLIER MEMOIR

by
THE LATE REV. J. STUART HOLDEN, M.A.. D.D.

ESTEEM it no small privilege to be asked for a brief word of introduction to this Memoir of Sir Robert
Anderson, to whom | have long been indebted, not only for illumination and inspiration in common with
thousands the world over, but for the more intimate and richer gifts aso of atrue and loyal friendship.

For he was a man whose genius for comradeship was by ho means the least of his many endowments. To
many it was inevitable he should be known only as the stalwart defender of the Faith, the clear expositor,
the zeal ous champion of Christian causes, the keen controversialist, the distinguished public servant.
Those who saw merely the externals of a singularly busy and many-sided life seldom came to atrue
appreciation of the man as he was. In his consuming passion for what he regarded as vita to the
Christian Faith, he was often compelled to appear dogmatic to the point of unsympathy, and narrow-
minded to the point of sheer unaccommodation. When, as sometimes happened, in controversies (not
always of his seeking) regarding modern critical methods of handling the Word of God, or the
promulgation of doctrines subversive of the Gospel of Christ, he stood out as a champion of the
unpopular view of things, he both received and gave hard blows. No one, indeed, could give harder. But
this was arole thrust upon him, and was far from belng a spontaneous expression of the " hidden man of
the heart." He disliked intensely the necessity of combat inseparable from his downright consecration to
Christ, and suffered not a little under its consequences to himself. And never, for a single moment, did he
betray the dightest bitterness of spirit toward an opponent. If he must fight, he fought as a knight of God
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and a very perfect gentleman ; so that those who opposed him, and finally gave him up as " hopeless,"
rode off with afine appreciation of the character of their opponent. Sincerely convinced, with a strong
belief in his beliefs, and withal an unfailing courtesy and an utter indifferenceto all personal
considerations, he commended himself to every man's conscience even when he failed to carry their
judgment. It is true to say that no man ever lived who had so many opponents and so few enemies.

But those who were privileged to know him at closer quarters will ever think of him, in yet warmer
terms, as one of the most devoted, humble, and kindly of men, and one of the staunchest of friends. For
he never hid himself from those of whose sympathy and affection he was assured, and they at all times
found him true to friendship's every demand. L oving hands have chronicled and compiled the following
short sketch, but in no single line has love outrun sober judgment or been betrayed into exaggeration.
That he taught and proclaimed Christ all men know. That he very consistently lived Christ and carried
about into al the relationships of life a sweet savour of Him, his family and friends know. And they are
glad to share their knowledge of him, and the inspiration to follow the Lord as he followed Him which
was its fruit, with the larger circle who honour him for his works sake.

For myself, life will always be richer for the generous and condescending friendship (from which all
evidence of condescension was strikingly absent) of an old and distinguished servant of Christ toward a
younger and altogether undistinguished one. In the happy enjoyment of our frequent intercourse |
learned, | trust, at least to desire and strive after something of that loyalty to the Lord Jesus which was
the well-spring of his strength and service. And there is no man whose obedience | would more earnestly
endeavour to emulate in its purity and constancy. From his writings | came to know something of the
unfathomable content of the Gospel. From his life | came to know far more concerning the possibility
and glory of its ministry. And until my own course isfinished, | shall be grateful to him who has gone
from us, and still more to Him Whose best gifts to His people are men such as he was-" an example of
the believersin word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity."

ST. PAUL'S,
PORTMAN SQUARE, W.

October 1919.
J. STUART HOLDEN.

AUTHOR'S PREFACE

A SLIGHT sketch of my father'slife, entitled Sr Robert Anderson : a Tribute and Memoir, was written
under difficultiesin 1919, whilst | was awaiting a return passage to South Africa.

It is the foundation of this book, which however has been almost entirely re-written and greatly enlarged,
the fresh material including atribute to my mother.

The late Dr. Stuart Holden's valued Foreword again appears, and | have to thank Lord Caldecote for very
kindly contributing one to the present volume. Two other old friends, Mr. E. C. Faithfull and Mr. A. W.
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Churchill, have given deeply appreciated help in its production. Episodesin a Long Pilgrimage, from

The Life of Faith, have again been drawn upon ; and | am indebted to James Nisbet & Co. for permission
to make use of Criminals and Crime.

A.P.M.-A.

DUNARA,
KENILWORTH,

CAPE TOWN, July 1946.
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Sir Robert Ander son
and Lady Agnes Anderson

by Arthur Posonby Moore-Anderson

Chapter 1

DUBLIN. THE BEGINNING AND THE CALL
Erin, the tear and the smile in thine eye Blend like the rainbow that hangs in the sky.
Irish Song
. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.
Psalm xxiii. 6.

| change, He changes not,
The Christ can never die;

His love not mine the resting place,
His truth not mine thetie.

HORATIUS BONAR.

AN anglicised Irishman of Scottish extraction. My father's description of himself. Born in Dublin of
Ulster stock, his youth was spent in the part of Ireland now known as Eire. Called to the Irish Bar he was
early side-tracked into Secret Service work in connection with the Fenian movement of those times.

When this led to his crossing the Channel to England it was, as he afterwards expressed it, with areturn
ticket in his pocket. But from that day his native land knew him only as avisitor. First in the Home
Office, then at Scotland Y ard, and finally in retirement, he remained a Londoner for the rest of hislife.

Duty made him a relentless tracker of criminals. But the dynamiters would have been more than alittle
surprised had they known that the man behind the scenes who hunted them down was author of many
books on the Bible and the Christian life. No less amazed would have been many a professional burglar
could he have come upon the C.I.D. Chief giving a Gospel address in some London mission hall. Hislife
of seventy-seven years was a many-sided one, in some respects unigque.

Robert Anderson was born in 1841 at his parents home in Mountjoy Square, Dublin, whither his father,
Matthew Anderson, had come from Londonderry as a young man. The appointment of Crown Solicitor
for the city was given to my grandfather by the government of Lord Beaconsfield. An elder of the Irish
Presbyterian Church, he served first in the old Mary's Abbey congregation, of which my father was a
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member in his youth, and afterwards at Kingstown, now called Dun L aoghaire.

When living in Dublin one of his duties was that of Seneschal of the Manor of Mary's Abbey, where he
used to hold a Manor Court ; an appointment which he owed to Lady Harriet Cowper, for whom he acted
in legal matters. Her first husband had been the famous Count D'Orsay, who made severa giftsto my
grandfather, including a bronze equestrian statuette of the Iron Duke, now in my possession, modelled by
himself in 1848. D'Orsay was born in Parisin 1801. Known as the last of the " Dandies," unusually
handsome and well-dressed, he was looked upon as " the mirror of fashion and the mould of form.” An
accomplished painter and scul ptor, he was an intimate friend and supporter of L ouis Napoleon. By a
coincidence the St. Mary's Abbey estate had belonged to my mother's family for about a hundred years
from the time of King James the Second. Drogheda House, their Dublin residence until 1822, was on the

property.

A family friend, Professor Pierce Simpson, gave his impression of Matthew Anderson in these words : "
| used to regard him as the Lord Chancellor and Primate of Ireland rolled into one, and to hear him say
prayers was enough to make a saint out of asinner." My grandmother, before her marriage Mary Lee,
also came from Derry, where an ancestor, Samuel L ee, won fame as a leader of the freemen of the city,
the 'Prentice Boys, in the siege of 1689.

" Five generations have since passed away," wrote Macaulay, " and still the wall of Londonderry isto the
Protestants of Ulster what the trophy of Marathon was to the Athenians.” And H. V. Morton says: " |
suppose that no other city except perhaps Limerick has such a single-minded memory of its history. Y ou
cannot live even for afew hours in this city without hearing the story of the Closing of the Gates of
Derry. . .. They tell it al over again with just pride ; how the thirteen 'prentice boys shut the gates in the
face of a Catholic army sent to win the town for James || ; how Derry declared for William of Orange ;
how the town endured the worst horrors of starvation and disease for one hundred and five days. .. . It
was one of the most gallant defences in the history of siege warfare.”

And now in 1945 one reads of our own King George VI and Queen Elizabeth being taken on atour of
the walls. No doubt they heard once again the great story of " No Surrender,”" and of how at last the relief
ships bringing food broke the boom across the Foyle.

" It isnever possible,” writes Morton, " to feel that Derry is an ordinary city. Look where you will and
you see the wall and a peeping cannon. The memory of 1688-89 is as vivid as though the smoke of
Roaring Meg was still blowing from the walls."

Assuredly, as| listened to my grandmother's tale and gazed at the portrait of the Rev. George Walker,
the heroic acting Governor, my childish impression was that she had been through the siege herself.

Another coincidence is that an ancestor of my maternal grandmother, William Gardner of Coleraine, was
killed when in command of a company of the defenders ; another of my mother's forbears, Henry, third
Earl of Drogheda, commanded a regiment of Foot in the Battle of the Boyne shortly afterwards.
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My father was educated privately in Dublin and later in Paris and Boulogne. On leaving school he began
a business career in one of the Dublin breweries, its owner being a rich and sonless friend of his father's.
But after eighteen months he turned from this and at the age of eighteen entered Trinity College,
familiarly known as T.C.D. In 1862 he graduated B.A. with Moderatorship and Medal, being awarded
the LL.D. in 1875. The earliest diary | have found is for the year 1861, the brief entriesin which often
include items such as : " Read for five hours ; cricket." He was keen on Rugby football too, playing half-
back, | think.

The College Historical Society at T.C.D. corresponds to the Union Societies at Oxford and Cambridge,
the membership being reciprocal. My father became Auditor (President), and it was one of the chief
interests of his'Varsity life. A number of his contemporaries became prominent in after years, some of
them famous. A close friend, David Plunket (Lord Rathmore), wrote a few months before my fathers
death:

" Y our references to the past helped me, like Clarence Mangan's poor old battered Barmecide, to ~ call
up many a gorgeous show which the pall of oblivion hides of the gay days when you and Tom Snagge
and Ashbourne and FitzGibbon and Freeman Wills and L ecky, and many another more or less famous
Argonaut, sailed out with me from the old T.C.D. harbour on life's journey. Y ou and | now alone remain.
And you carry on still with al your remaining canvas set. More power to your elbow and to your brave
heart ! "

[ Those mentioned in this letter all became well-known personages : Sir ThomasW._ Snagge, D.L., LL.
D., Judge of County Courts ; Edward Gibson, 1st Lord Ashbourne, Lord Chancellor of Ireland ; Rt. Hon.
Gerad FitzGibbon, P.C., Lord Justice of Appedl ; Rev. Freeman Wills, M.A., author and dramatist ; Rt.
Hon. W. E. H. Lecky, OM., LL.D., D.C.L., historian and Philosopher.]

And my father himself said : " | cherish pleasant memories of those years. Religion and politics are the
bane of Ireland, but the politicians and priests had not yet poisoned the life of the country. In Trinity,
Orangemen and Romanists, ferocious Radicals and high Tories, mixed together and discussed their
differences with the courtesy and kindness of Irish gentlemen.” In the light of this, it is interesting to find
hisdiary for 1898 recording a" T.C.D. Dinner " in London at which there were present Mr. John
Redmond, the Irish Nationalist |eader, and Sir Edward Carson, the Ulster Unionist. Mr. W. E. H. Lecky
was in the chair, and others in the company were Lord Rathmore, Sir Robert Ball (the astronomer), Sir
Thomas Snagge and Canon Teignmouth Shore. The 1900 diary also mentions the dinner, when those
present included Lords Morris, Iveagh and Londonderry, Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick and Dr. J. B. Crozier,
Bishop of Ossory and Ferns.

But to return to the early years, the 1861 diary records a short time spent in London as a law student at
the Temple. An entry for 5th February reads : " Went to the House of Commons and met Williams ; got
into the Lords to hear the Queen. Dinner with W., then down to the House where heard Disragli, Russell
and Bright." In his reminiscences he related how he came to hear the Queen's Speech that day, the last
occasion on which Queen Victoria read her Speech herself, for after the Prince Consort's death in that
year she never again did so. The future Assistant Commissioner used to make friends with the police on
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duty in the House and through them obtain members orders admitting to the Gallery. A police officer, a
fellow Irishman, put him up to the adventure of getting into the House of Lords along with the " faithful
Commons.” However, " if we catch you,” said he, " it's not in the House of Lords yell find yourself ; but
we'll not catch you if ye do what | tell you." Admitted to the- Lobby my father found himself in the
middle of agroup of M.P.swaiting there. When the Speaker's procession, followed by some of the
leading members of the Lower House, had passed, the waiting group closed in with arush. " Had | been
as anxious to keep out as | wasto get in," the story proceeds, " nothing could have stopped me. | was
almost carried off my feet, and it was not until | found myself inside the Lords' that | was able to raise
my hand to take off my hat."

The next day the diary records : " Went to House of Commons by boat. Heard FitzGerald and Russell.”
And later in that year:

" Drove down to Moville tandem to see the Fleet. Went on board Revenge, where the Admiral was
receiving the Corporation good feed.” Does this diary entry forty-two years later (1903) show that there
was some reward for his having been alaw student in London, for he never practised at the English Bar?
" The King's Dinner in Middle Temple. A great function ; Sir. R. Finlay, Choate, Duke of Devonshire,
Lord Rosebery, Lord Lansdowne. The King present.”

| Mention has been made of my grandfather being Seneschal of the Manor of Mary's Abbey. A Manor
Court exercised a civil jurisdiction such as County Courts used to have. The judge was nominated by the
lord of the manor. The idea of holding a mock court occurred to my father, his elder brother, and some of
their college friends, atypically Irish performance resulting. The court-keeper was notified of a special
session to be held on the chosen evening ; and all was found ready, not excepting the presence of a
police-constable at the door. One of the actors, who attained fame at the Bar and in Parliament, later a
peer, took his place on the bench in borrowed wig and gown ; adivinity student, afterwards an
archdeacon, was put upon his trial for an assault. The combination of lying and cunning in the evidence
seemed true to life, and the speeches were eloguent if not altogether relevant.

The seats alotted to the public were fairly well filled, for an evening sitting and a criminal trial were
unprecedented. But when the proceedings resulted in a conviction, and the "judge announced that before
dealing with the prisoner he really must have a smoke, there was aroar of laughter, " in which the
accused heartily joined." The public, suddenly realising that they had been fooled, stampeded from the
court. It was characteristic of life in Ireland then, said my father, that they were not taken to task for the
escapade, which was never reported nor noticed in any way. And the Seneschal first heard of it many
years later as he sat by the fireside with his grandchildren playing around him.

Another incident which could hardly have occurred except in Ireland was related by my father long
afterwards in his plea for more common sense and imagination in the treatment of youthful criminals. A
boy had been brought before a Dublin magistrate who was a man of great force of character and quite
unconventional. Although the charge was a petty one the police gave a bad account of the lad, declaring
that he had a chance of doing well if he wished, but that he was going wrong and was likely to become a
regular criminal.
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To the amazement of afriend who was sitting with him on the Bench the magistrate, in blood-curdling
language, sentenced the youth to be flogged in the adjoining yard. The friend was then taken to the
magistrate’'s private room from which they could see the prisoner, looking half-dead with fright, while
two burly constables were inspecting instruments of flagellation borrowed, presumably, from some
police museum. The yard gate, however, had judiciously been left open-for the dramatis personae were
Irish and understood their parts-and, seeing his chance, the lad made a dash for it and escaped. " Now,"
said the magistrate, " we've saved that boy ; we'll never see him here again ! "

My father's long life of Christian witness and service really began with a deep spiritual experience afew
months after his nineteenth birthday. The story must be given in his own words, written fifty years later,
near the close of that life:

" Until | get to Heaven, | shall never know whether | was not a child of God in infancy. My mother
regarded me as God-given to take the place of a son who died shortly before | was born, and who was
evidently a veritable Timothy (2 Tim. iii. 15, R.V.). She loved to talk to me about him, and his story had
agreat influence upon me. Even in early years prayer was no mere form with me, and | delighted in
reading the Gospel of John and some favourite Psalms. But in due course | was taught that no one who
has not been * converted' can be a child of God, and | had never experienced any crisis of that kind.

" Astime went by my conviction deepened that | had not been * converted.' But owing doubtless to my
early experience and to the restraints of a Christian home | continued to lead ' areligiouslife.' And | had
occasiondl fits of penitence and anxiety. But they were transient ; and their after-effect was to make me
increasingly callous, the hardening process being intensified by the influence of that other doctrine that
my eternal destiny depended entirely on whether | was ~ elect,’ and therefore nothing | could do would
affect the issue.

Such was my condition in 1860. But in that memorable year of Revival new spiritual longings were
awakened in me by the conversion of one of my sisters through attending services which J. Denham
Smith was holding in Dublin. Owing, however, to my experience of such periods of anxiety | refused
even to acknowledge a desire to go to a meeting. But on a certain evening when my sister very specialy
wished to be present her promised escort failed, and | got credit for unselfish kindness by offering to
accompany her. The meeting only disappointed and vexed me. The sermon brought no comfort or help
and some of then hymns me : for, owing possibly to my being ecclesiastically Scottish, certain popular
hymns do not suit my spiritual digestion.

" The fact of my sisters conversion still held me, however, and | cherished the thought that the next
Sunday services in the Kirk might bring me blessing. But the morning service left me more discouraged
than ever ; and | made up my mind that if the evening one brought no relief | would give up the quest,
and seek to enjoy life again as best | could.

"The evening preacher was Dr. John Hall, afterwards of New Y ork. His sermon was of atype to which
we are now accustomed, for he boldly proclaimed forgiveness of sins and eternal life as God's gift in
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grace, unreserved and unconditional, to be received as we sat in the pews. His sermon thrilled me. Yet |
deemed his doctrine unscriptural, so | waylaid him as he left the vestry and on our homeward walk
tackled him about his ™ heresies.’

* My first point was that he had no warrant for saying that there was forgiveness for sinners without first
ascertaining whether they had repented. This he met by quoting Scripture to prove that repentance was
not contrition ; nor was it awork preparatory to coming to Christ, but a change produced by believing
the Gospel as the Word of God. . . . At last he let go my arm, and facing me as we stood upon the
pavement he repeated with great solemnity his message and appeal : ' | tell you as a minister of Christ
and in His name that there is life for you here and now if you will accept Him. Will you accept Christ or
will you reject Him ?' After a pause-how prolonged | know not-1 exclaimed, * In God's name | will
accept Christ. ' Not another word passed between us, but after another pause he wrung my hand and |eft
me. And | turned homeward with the peace of God filling my heart."

A letter dated 9th October 1860 gives the date of the great decision. Writing to one of my father's sisters,
afriend-Henry Neilson-said : " Our walk home was indeed a happy one, for Bob told me that |ast
Sabbath evening God the Spirit had opened his eyes to see Jesus as his Saviour. Glory be to Him Who
ever isfaithful to answer prayer.” That other influences had been Preparing him for the crisisis indicated
by aletter to his mother Some time |ater:

" | was very sorry not to have been at home when Mr. Parke was there. He was one of the few clergymen
| knew in old times who seemed to care for souls. When he was with us before | was greatly struck by
his speaking about the L ord Jesus constantly while at table. And | remember well the last words he said
to you before leaving, - Somehow | am sure that | shall hear of ablessing in your family.' We were then
all unconverted.”

It was not long before my father entered upon his lifelong ministry as alay-preacher of the Gospel. He
thus describes the occasion:

" One day soon after my conversion | received aletter from afriend telling me that he was unable to
keep an engagement to address a Gospel meeting, and asking me to take his place. The messenger waited
for an answer and | promptly replied that | could not take such a position. But then | fell a-thinking. | had
been praying that God would give me work to do for Him ; might not this be the answer? So | hurried
after the messenger to tell of my change of mind. And the next day | preached my first Gospel sermon.”

He was certainly not unacquainted with sermons. Forty-five years afterwards, writing on " Preaching :
Past and Present " in the Nottinghamshire Guardian he said:

" The days of great preachers are past. In all the churches the men are but few who could rivet the
attention of a congregation for an hour. Is there a preacher who could hold an audience for two ? Yet a
sermon that lasted three full hours is one of the memories of my childhood. The preacher, | need not say,
was a Scotsman, the great Dr. Duff, the Church of Scotland's first missionary to India. Child though |
was, | remember how his hearers hung upon his words."
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The effect of the revival was deepened by a series of annual conventionsin Dublin, the " Believers
Meetings." Members of all denominations met simply as Christians. Amongst the leaders were the Rev.
Marcus Rainsford, Rector of Dundalk and later incumbent of Belgrave Chapel, London, and the Rev. J.
Denham Smith of Kingstown. Many years later Marcus Rainsford wrote to my father:

" |t quite warmed my old heart to read your kind letter and your affectionate remembrance of myself. |
have aso long since made up my mind that it is full time we children of the Most High God gave up our
“fads ' and were determined to know nothing, nothing, but Jesus Christ and Him crucified, risen,
ascended, and sitting at God's right hand, * and wein him ' "

When sixty years had gone by, Mr. J. W. C. Fegan wrote:

" With the passing on before of Sir Robert Anderson we have lost the last surviving link with the notable
group of Irish evangelists and teachers associated with the Revival of 1859 and the abounding spiritual
activities of the 'sixties.”

Nearly al the names mentioned by Mr. Fegan appear in my father's diaries and letters of that period or in
later reminiscences Henry Bewley, Denham Smith, George F. Trench, F. C. Bland, c. H. Macintosh, J.
Butler Stoney, R. J. Mahony, T. Shuldham; aso Reginald Radcliffe, Richard Weaver and Harry
Moorhouse, visitors from England.

Others to whom the diaries for 1860 to 1865 refer as preaching in Dublin or visiting the family are the
Revs. H. Grattan Guinness, William Haslam and Horatius Bonar. The Rev. Horatius Bonar, D.D., was
the well-known Scottish Divine and hymn writer who wrote : " Here, 0 my Lord, | see Thee face to face
" " | heard thevoice of Jesussay " ; " A few more years shall roll." He preached both in Mary's Abbey
Church and in Merrion Hall (the meeting-place of the brethren), and was a welcome guest at the
Anderson home, then in Fitzwilliam Square. In aletter to my father from Kelso, dated 27th November
1864, Dr. Bonar wrote :

" MY DEAR FRIENDS Thanks for your letter and for those which accompanied it. They are deeply
interesting and | should greatly like to have further accounts of God's work in those parts. . . . You usean
expression which | do not fully understand, failed in communion.’ | think | see your meaning, but | do
not find the words in Scripture, and | am afraid of using expressions-or at least of admitting them to
constant use-which are not exactly Scriptural. According to the meaning of the original word, a believer
cannot be out of communion any more than he can be out of salvation, but he may be out of a sense of
communion. However this may be, | still question whether the phrase be a Scriptural one ; if not, its
frequent use may imprint awrong idea in the soul, even though there may be some truth wrapped up in
it.

With my kind remembrances to your father and mother, your brothers and sisters, | am, my dear friend,
yours faithfully, HORATIUS BONAR."
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We still have a copy of Dr. Bonar's book, God's Way of Holiness, with the inscription : " Robert
Anderson, Esg., with brotherly regards from H. B., Kelso, Nov. 28, 1864."

One of the leaders mentioned above, Mr. F. C. Bland, who was himself led to Christ by his friend
Richard Mahony and C. H. Macintosh, became a man mighty in the Scriptures and a teacher of teachers.
During Mr. D. L. Moody's great evangelistic meetings in the OperaHouse in London, it is said that
scarcely a day passed without his spending an hour over the Bible with Mr. Bland.

A reference to the Dublin home came long afterwards when Professor Alexander Macalister of
Cambridge University wrote to my mother after my father's death:

" Let me with sincere sorrow write a note of sympathy. . . . It isto me the breaking of the last tie with an
early period of my life when we were members of the same Church and associates in our earliest
intellectual and religious work. He was just two years my senior, and | remember looking up to him as
an example of what | should wish to be. | owe the greatest debt of gratitude possible to the Anderson
family, for it wasin their home | first met my dear wife, to whose wisdom and saintly piety | am
indebted for far more than | can express.”

Professor and Mrs. Macalister and their family proved exceedingly kind and helpful friendsto my
brothers and myself in our Cambridge days, and my father was often a guest in their home.
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Sir Robert Ander son
and Lady Agnes Anderson

by Arthur Posonby Moore-Anderson

Chapter 2

GOSPEL COMMANDO OPERATIONSIN IRELAND

Oh, send me forth, my Saviour ;
Oh, send me for Thy glory, Thy glory.
Let not myself, my carnal self, self-seeking self,
Come ‘twixt me and Thy glory. Oh, mortify it, mortify it ; put it down, my Saviour ;
Exalt Thyself alone. Lift high the banner of the Cross, and in itsfolds
Conceal Thy standard-bearer.

(A letter from Robert Anderson to his home in 1863 ends with this verse.)

If you give up your personality to Him, He will not conform it to your neighbour's. He prefers that it should be your own,
for He has a niche for you which nobody else can fill.

ALEXANDER SMELLIE.

IN the aftermath of the revival which spread through many parts of Ireland in the years 1859 and 1860
lay-preaching became a regular practice. No one had heard of commando raids eighty years ago, but the
term seems a not inapt one for the sudden incursions of teams of two or three laymen into towns and
country districts with the one object of preaching the Gospel, attacking strongholds of evil or of apathy
and indifference, and leading men and women into new life, light and liberty.

This sometimes entailed going where they were quite unknown and unheralded. They might receive the
blessing and cooperation of the local clergy and ministers ; but not infrequently open or veiled hostility
had to be faced. When the use of Church buildings was not granted, meetings were held in schoolrooms,
court-houses or jury-rooms, in private houses, cottages or barns, once at least in aballroom, at timesin
the open air.

In 1862, the year in which he took his degree at Trinity, my father first went on one of these preaching
tours in the south of Ireland. George F. Trench, the friend who led him into the work, was a cousin of
Townsend Trench, estate agent to the Marquess of Lansdowne. " Towny," himself one of the best-known
men in the south, had recently been converted and was preaching with all the energy and originality of a
striking personality. Incidentally, the Trenches were related to my mother, whom in those days my father
did not yet know. George Trench was her cousin ; "l after years he married as his second wife, Edith Lee
Anderson, my father's niece, afresh link between the families being thus formed.
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An unusual feature of the revival movement in County Kerry was that amongst the first to be influenced
were some of the landed gentry. Trench and Anderson were welcomed by them, and life-long friendships
were formed by my father with Richard Mahony of Dromore Castle, Lindsay Talbot-Crosbie of Ardfert
Abbey, and F. C. Bland of Derryquin Castle.

Later on, through the preaching of Thomas Weldon Trench, the revival spread to Sligo, and George
Trench went there to carry on the work, again asking my father to join him. The clergy and ministers
were unsympathetic. Not only so, but the evangelists were treated to a crusade of abuse and ridiculein a
local newspaper which accused them of being impostors preaching for filthy lucre's sake and getting
their salaries from a committee in London. One issue published a letter, said to have been picked up on
the road, in which they were taken to task for embezzling the contents of their money-boxes ! Worse
still, there appeared a seemingly genuine account of their getting drunk at a picnic !

When Trench had to return home owing to ill-health some doggerel verses described the. quarrel which
led " the Trencher " to desert hispal " Handy Andy." Thisis all mentioned to show how unbefriended
they were. However, when my father returned to Sligo later in a professiona capacity to conduct an
election, that editor made an abject apology. But at the time no notice was taken of the attacks. They
only served to advertise the meetings, so that not afew attended out of curiosity or looking for
amusement. But no interruption or annoyance came from the people, and spiritual power was continually
manifested in conversions.

" | confess, however," wrote my father long afterwards, " that | had some misgivings when my friend | eft
me ; for he had a charming presence, a " gift of song ' and a " gift of prayer,' whereas | had none of these
advantages." The meetings, indeed, were then almost entirely lacking in the attractions now deemed
essential in an evangelistic mission. But the Gospel proved indeed " the power of God unto salvation."
Everywhere in Sligo and later in Mayo the meetings were crowded, conversions and changed lives
resulting. " It is grand the matter-of-fact way the people takeit all,” he wrote at the time ; " thereis no
excitement, but when asked, do they know the Lord, they say : ‘No, I'm afraid not, but | want to.' They
take the truth on the authority of the Word ; and the next thing is: "Would you speak to this person?
Some of them are working for the Lord before they have known Him an hour."

He wrote later from the north of Ireland: " | think nowhere is there so much to rejoice over asin Sligo
and Mayo. It is astonishing when | think of the people who have been saved, among them some of the
most influential men in the county. Sir Richard O'Donnell told me this about Colonel X, who is well
known as one of the hardest, cleverest men of the world that could be found. At the last Assizesin
Castlebar he said to my friend in the Grand Jury Room : © O'Donnell, what a happy thing it is to know
Christ ! ' Sir Richard was amazed and asked him how he knew anything about that, and Colonel X told
him it was from the preaching of * those gentlemen'’ asthey call us. | have just got a letter from one of
that circlein which he says: * Do you remember the 9th October, 1864 ? It was the evening you first
preached in Ballina ; what atime of blessing it was! Y ou were the first to bring us the message of afull
and free salvation, and the way you preached that glorious truth we can never forget.' "

A notable feature of the work is shown by aletter from one who, after telling of his own conversion,
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goes on to say:

" My four sisters and brother, four cousins, and a number of my acquaintances are now rejoicing in the
L ord. It does not seem so strange that persons who have made themselves infamous by alife of
immorality should awaken to a consciousness of their lost state. But it is passing strange that those who
are looked upon by their friends and perhaps by themselves as religious should be brought to thorough
conviction that, with all their amiability, morality and religion, they were sinners in the sight of God,
being without Christ."

A sidelight on the experiences met with at timesis given in this Sligo story told by my father:

" Though we had good lodgings our comfort was neglected, for the landlady, who was English and the
widow of a Frenchman had no Irish heartiness in her composition ; and she objected to serving meals at
irregular hours. On the Saturday evening after my friend had left | had a meeting in a village 12 miles
out ; and on my return after a cold drive on an outside car | found an empty grate, and no supper save
some bread and butter and a jug of cold water. | went to bed hungry and shivering, feeling that in a
humble way | was entitled to be reckoned among the martyrs! " (Now for the sequel.) " The following
Saturday night, when | got back from that same drive, great was my surprise and delight at finding a
cheerful fire and a hot supper. And the stern ° landlady face was softened by blushes and a pleasing
smile! Madame L eger had been at my meeting the previous evening and had heard and received the
Gospel "

The account thus far given relates to work which continued at intervals during the years 1862 to 1865,
when my father was between twenty-one and twenty-four years of age. A few extracts from his diaries
are of interest. In 1862 one finds:

"Went to Athy with George Trench. Dinner at 3.30. Croquet, tea and meeting in Corn Exchange. Spoke
oni Johniv. 17 asto position of a Christian. Caused great row among the Methodists. A lot of the young
fellows came in for agrind on the Risen Life."

It appears, however, from his diary for that year that afew days later he " preached in Methodist House
at Portarlington, and that during nine and a half weeks of the summer he held fifty-one meetings alone or
with other speakers. Irish readers may like to know some of the places visited. These include Athy,
Portarlington, Tullamore, Frankfort, Carlow, Mallow, Tralee, Tarbert, Kilkee, Kilrush, Mountmellick,
Carbery, Edenderry, and a dozen others. The diary for 1863 has this note:

(June 20.) " At Court 11 to 3. About 40 of us dined at the Bewleys, Willow Park. Conference in the
evening on the Lord's Supper."

He was called to the Irish Bar in 1863 on his twenty-second birthday, and went on the North-West
Circuit. The diary has such notes as : Dined with judges . . . Dined with Bar . . . Judges dined with us."
But there are also reports of meetings at some of the places aready mentioned as well as at Moate,
Ferbane, Ballinagore, Mullingar, Maryboro', Clonaslee, Clara and Mount Lucas. At Cookstown he
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addressed a large meeting on the lawnabout 500 present-and there was one in the Chapel at Stuart Hall at
which the Earl of Castlestuart was present.

The 1864 diary, referring to the College Historical Society, notes:

" C.H.S. Swell debate ; emigration question. FitzGibbon, Plunket, Snagge and Chadwick ; Lawson in
Chair. . . . Went to C.H.S. Was elected Auditor. Walked home with W. ; preached to him." A few weeks
earlier : " Spoke timidly and unfaithfully of the Lord to . . ." However, shortly afterwards, he " went
round the big shops leaving handbills for Thursday's meeting."

Soon after this he went on Circuit again, visiting Cavan, Longford, Enniskillen and Derry ; and there
were more meetings in the north at Armagh, Newry, Rostrevor, Banbridge, Rathfryland, Castleblaney
and Crossmaglen. Back in Dublin, the daily record is: " Court, 11to 4" ; with notes of meetings at
places like Wicklow, Dalkey and Bray. In the summer he was away again with George Trench to Sligo
for another series of meetings lasting about three months. Brief records in the diary are :

" To Boyle. Meeting in Court House. About 100 ; no singing and not much power. A success, but not a
triumph. . . . The Devil was at me all day, but the L ord gave me grace and strength. . . . Not much
power ; feared that | went beyond my message. . . . Meeting crammed. Great power of God and
wonderful blessing. About 40 stayed ; could not speak to them all, but many received the truth."

Back to Dublin again in October ; at court every day. Then in December he was off to Boyle, Skreen,
Ballina and other old haunts preaching and encouraging converts. Having to go to Sligo professionally
the following year, he found opportunity for further meetings there, and afterwards in the north. One
entry is: " Much power ; people clung to me ; sad at leaving them." More than sixty meetings are
recorded during three months of that year.

A few more of my father's |etters to his home now take up the story. This from Sligo:

" | never saw such continued uninterrupted blessing. Last evening at Ballymote | gave the people an
opportunity of going, but all sat down for an after-meeting. Nothing outwardly remarkable, but a calm
power with the truth that | never saw in Dublin meetings.”

Again, at Collooney:

" Last night we had about 250 people, nearly the entire Protestant population, and many R.C.s. Many
come from five miles around. Thisin a place where the Sunday evening congregation at Church is from
6 to 20. . A gentleman said that a week ago he was the vilest wretch in the county, but now saved. . . .
Rochfort considers this the most remarkable work in Ireland. If the L ord-Lieutenant got converted and
preached in Merrion Hall it would be nothing to Captain O. being converted and preaching in this
county."
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Another letter tells of a meeting at Cork held at afew hours' notice with 500 people who seemed
unwilling to leave athough they were " dismissed " several times. A week-end at Ballinain 1864 is
described thus:

" Saturday, we started after breakfast for a country meeting at i i am. ; drove on to another at 2 ; back to
dinner at 6 and ameeting in the Glen at 7. Sunday, | preached in the Glen at 11 ; then drove to Mullafany
for ameeting at 3 ; back to dinner at 7, late for the evening meeting. Monday, we had two meetingsin
the Glen."

It is not surprising that the entry " very tired " occurs now and then in the diaries. There was, too, the
inevitable reaction at times:

" | have recently been rather inclined to become weary and faint in my mind, and the Lord has reproved
me by letting me hear of hitherto unknown blessing. Really one gets used to this and forgets what it is to
bein adry, cold place.”

The way in which converts were watched and shepherded is shown in a letter to George Trench from
Sligo:

"BELOVED GEORGE . . . | met Dr. M. and spoke to him, not knowing who he was ; he has been
attending the meetings and found peace the other evening. W. is steady ; J. isdoing well, reading his
Bible, | think. N. | do believe is converted ; On Sunday last he dined at A.'s and refused to touch the
whisky though on the table he has not tasted any for some days and has been very steady. Will you make
it amatter of special prayer that | may be guided, that | may not let anything induce me to leave ill the
Lord says, ' Go'; and that | may hear Him at once and obey when hedoessay Go ' ?*

There had been much to encourage. Mr. Alfred Trench, another fellow-worker, in akind and gracious
letter to the mother in Dublin, told her of the way her son was being used and owned of God. He added :
" Perhapsit will be arelief to you to know that he does not think of giving up the "tent-making,' " this, of
course, areference to Acts xviii. 3, and xx. 34.

That the thought of whole-time Christian service had come into his mind is shown by aletter more than
thirty years later when my brother Alan told him he was thinking of entering the ministry of the
Presbyterian Church of England. My father then wrote :

" Y our news about your life-work thoughts is startling. On such a grave matter | would certainly not
intervene save by putting the pros and cons fairly before you. The question is one to be settled with God,
and | would not think of vetoing any purpose of the kind. Had | not had scruples about taking ordination
in either the Presbyterian or Anglican Church, | myself would now be a Minister instead of a Peeler.”

It is hardly to be wondered at that there had been some anxiety about his apparent disregard of both his
health and his professional prospects. " Y ou need not fret about me,” he wrote to his mother ; " | am sure
of mutton chops and beef steaks. What | said was contrasting this fare with that at Newport House,
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where there was fresh salmon daily, puddings, pies, melons, etc." And again : " Alfred and | have just
returned from awalk and a bathe in the sea, and are going to have dinner before we start for Collooney ;
SO you see we are taking care of ourselves.” To hissister he said, however : " | am all square, but getting
very thin, asif | had been going up gas pipes! " Another letter reported " We are living in pilgrim
fashion. Tom Law brought down a fine ham which was a valuable acquisition. But plenty of open air
keeps one all right."

Regarding the future he said to his mother:

" | am not surprised that Papa is disappointed at my going about as | am doing. | suppose he was
expecting me to take a position at the Bar. No one knows aswell as| do what | am losing for the sake of
the Lord ; but it is not my will in the matter. | would stop preach ing if | could, for it is not pleasing to
the flesh. | should be extremely unwilling to have to decide upon giving up the Bar. But if it came to the
point of giving up the Lord's work or the Bar, | trust | should not hesitate.”

Again :

" Surely you don't mean that you would have me return home before the L ord has done with me here?
My desire would be to have grace to be willing never to return if He should want me else where. It is
perfectly idle my thinking of leaving for any consideration or tie of the flesh. Thank the Lord that it is
Sligo | amin, five and a half hours from Dublin, and that He does not want me in Spain or Timbuctoo or
the backwoods of America! "

My father evidently had the clearest conviction that he must await the moving of the pillar of cloud and
fire asdid the Israglites of old. " | can't see my movements ahead at all," he wrote ; "'l don't seethat | can
leave this just yet. The Lord has kept us hanging upon Him day by day. . . . He knows whether | want
rest, and will give it when | need it." And to George Trench hesaid " It isal humbug staying at home
from natural love and affection when there are so few to preach the Gospel and souls are longing for it."

A contemporary account said that no written statement could 1nake people realise the character of the
work who had not actually seen such things as a meeting, remarkable at first only for levity and-
unconcern awed and broken down by the manifested power of the Holy Spirit ; the very persons upon
whose lips had curled the smile of ridicule or contempt remaining at the close in deep anxiety:

" Many have witnessed such scenes in recent years. Many know what it isto enter a parish or town
which seems a spiritual sepulchre and in afew short weeks to be surrounded by alittle church of saved
ones exulting in their new-found joy."

That the evangelists were not concerned with mere numbers is shown by aletter from Sligo in which my
father said:

" These places are quite outside the town and can't be taken care of from here. Besides it is new ground,
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and | would rather have alittle schoolhouse full of peoplein * the regions beyond ' than the Merrion Hall
full. It isglorious to bring the Gospel into dark places where it is unknown."”

And to his mother he wrote from Lurgan : " Tom Law is here now. We have constant work in visiting
among the cottages besides meetings daily.” And again : " In visiting among the poor | have heard of
much blessing. Many have told me they were converted in '5g but had fallen back greatly, and that these
meetings had been the means of restoring them."

In spite of hisintense earnestness and sense of responsibility and vocation there are many humorous
touches in his letters. That he was not too easily taken in by outward profession is shown in a letter to a
sister : " | have come on two old buffers on this Circuit who say they're saved. They ought to say it on
every opportunity, for no one would ever find it out ! " One of his favourite Irish stories may not be out
of place here. Father Healy, parish priest of Bray and (the Protestant) Archbishop Plunket were on their
way together to the railway station. The priest urged that they should hurry, but the prelate's appeal to his
watch convinced him that they had ample time. They arrived to see the Dublin train disappearing. The
Archbishop's apologies were lavish ; he pleaded that he had always had unbounded faith in his watch. *
My dear Lord Plunket,” was Father Healy's rejoinder, " faith won't do without the good works."

From the diary for 1866, the year before he left Ireland for London, it seems that there was only one visit
to the west, with meetings in some of the old spots. There are afew entries on the lighter side, such as: *
Riding party . . . drove to Enniscrone with Captain and Miss Jackson and Mrs. Pery. Great fun. . . . Row
on Carramore Lake. . . . Picnic to Woodpark. Great romping.” Writing to a sister who was paying a visit
in the south of Ireland about thistime, he said : " Why don't you go home ? They will be heartily sick of
you. Are you aware that people don't wait to be turned out even in Kerry, where the fellow was asked to
spend the night and stayed twenty years ? "

Opposition to the work on the part of clergy and ministers has already been mentioned. In aletter home
in 1864 hetellsof this: " Boyleisall in astir. The Rector put his veto on laypreaching in general, and
my preaching in particular, last Sunday. Captain R. has been at it for forty years and feels very much
hurt. It has made him more interested in our work. Most of the people are very fond of him and take his
side.”

On the other hand a letter from Castierearecords : " The Rector has acted with amazing grace. Heis
helping us in arranging meetings. He sees we have a way of working of our own, and |leaves the
meetings entirely to us." Again, from Kilbaha: " The Rev. W. Soresby, Presbyterian, is giving us his
church ; | believe heisaregular brick.” And from Cork : " The independent minister who has been
hindering rather than helping hitherto and the second Presbyterian, Mr. Hunter, came and offered me
their pulpits.”

A curate, the Rev. Sidney Smith, was a warm supporter. Writing from Ballysokeery Vicarage, Ballina,
he says:

" MY DEAR BOBBEE,-My rector has departed for -atour of five weeks. | am lord of all | survey, with
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powers to issue letters of marque to any pirate friend to sojourn with me. | can collect a meeting for you
of my own people, & | will ask the Presbyterian minister of Ballinato lend his schoolhouse. Also | could
ride over & ask the next rector to allow a meeting in Crossmalina.”

A few days later Mr. Smith wrote: " | am going in to Ballinato try and arrange about getting the disused
Baptist Chapel. As| am a stranger there it will be hard, but if the Lord wills, difficulties vanish." The
following letter from my father tells of the result " | felt very low about the meeting in Ballina on
Sunday. But after atime alone with the Lord | was quite calm about it. | was posted through the town to
preach in the Baptist Chapel. | didn't know anyone in the place, much less any Christian : and as Sidney
couldn't come | was alone absolutely.

"Besides all this, summons had been issued to all the clergy to end a convention the Dean in the chair, to
drive me out of the place. Well, | found the chapel crowded, and some could not get seats. | had no
singing of course. But when the time came | rose and looked at the people ; they had an air that seemed
to say, We are not going to be humbugged. | said afew words to any Christians present to say | was one
of them, and why | had come, and asked them to join me in prayer for the meeting."

*| then preached the Gospel. The L ord gave great power and clearness, and | had breathless attention.

Not one even of those who were standing left, though | spoke for an hour and a quarter. . . . After the

meeting several came to ask for another. | had asked the Lord that if this were His will it should come
from them."

Three days later he wrote : " The Rector is coming back, so | must clear out. Pray earnestly for Ballina. It
is far harder to break down a meeting of the better-class than of poor people.” That agreat change came
over the scene is shown by a letter two years later. Writing from Carramore House, Ballina, he said:

" | expected to be home before this, but every day makes me more unwilling to leave. It is not only that
kindness could not do more to make my visit a happy one, but the meetings are most important just now.
A set of people are beginning to come in who were never reached before, and there is great lifein the
Ballina meetings. | had a Bible Reading at Belleek Manor on Tuesday, and Col. Knox Gore, his wife and
daughter, were in again at the Gospel meeting. . . . Do you remember Captain Jackson, with whom | am
staying? | think he dined with us. The General [General Sir James Jackson, Colonel 6th Dragoon
Guards| isaway, and | have great exercise riding his chargers.”

Sir Richard O'Donnell said that as aresult of meetings at Newport there had been ten remarkable
conversions ; but he added that owing to opposition from all the priests and parsons it was hard to reach
the people. In this connection my father wrote in 1863 from Tullamore;

" | suppose Alfred hastold you that there is most determined opposition. . . . The meetings have been
stopped in the Barony of -, and Tom Trench now refuses to speak in the neighbourhood at all. He infers
that from the etiquette of grouse shooting he isin honour prohibited. At Portarlington | found Mr.
Stewart Trench at work. | spoke first and then he gave a pastoral. He said that he expected he would not
again address them, as he wished to leave the work to younger men. But he had come to assert their right
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to meet in that way, as alarge and influential body in the county were endeavouring to put an end to such
gatherings. He took up all the objections and demolished them. The meeting was crammed, and the
people seemed dying to cheer him, for they were determined mined to show that they won't stand
priestcraft of this kind."

To this attitude of clergy and ministers in many places the most notable exception was the Rev. Edward
Nangle, Rector of Skreen. Of the work in his parish my father wrote at the time:

" We had the school-house crammed with people who never went to Church. Mr. Nangle spoke first ;
told them they were good, kind, everything he could wish, but most of them he feared had not Christ ;
that his efforts appeared to have failed, and so he had asked me to come._ " Dear, dear friends,' he said,
| must see some of you converted.' . . . [Later] Mr. Nangle says that some weeks ago he was praying that
God would take him out of the place, but now he would not |eave for the fattest living in Ireland. . . .
[And again] Mr. Nangle writes that last Sunday the communicants were three times the previous average
number, and the parish filled with anxious or rejoicing souls. His joy isrefreshing to see ; he saysit is
new life to him. Formerly his visiting was drudgery ; now it is his greatest pleasure. It is delightful to see
how he owns the Lord's work and sets himself aside.”

Another letter said that Mr. Nangle had been trying to get the evangelist into several other parishes, but
in two cases, although the rectors were personal friends, he had met with peremptory refusals. About that
time Dr. Horatius Bonar wrote to my father:

"l rgoice to see that some of the clergymen have thrown themselves into the work. | have observed that
in such cases there is more of progress and stability. While God is showing that He can work through
any instruments He does not set aside the Ministry, but continues to honour it. When the Minister isa
faithful one | always exhort converts to gather round and uphold him. We have amongst us faithful and
unfaithful Ministers."

There can be little doubt that in our own day one of the chief reasons for what is called failure and lack
of results after evangelistic campaigns is the fact that those who have professed conversion may have to
go back to churches where the atmosphere is cold and unsympathetic to the Gospel, and where the new-
found joy and zeal of converts meet with discouragement.

L ooking back on this story now after eighty years, it would seem that, -on the human side, there were
certain definite factors making for permanence, and distinguishing the work from much of the
evangelistic effort to which we are accustomed.

Amongst them were probably the entirely undenominational nature of it ; the fact that the financial
element was not merely secondary but non-existent ; the absence of hard and fast arrangements as to the
length of missions, so that the preachers were free to remain in one town or district as long as they felt
led to do so. Then there was the way in which the friends were able to relieve one another when converts
seemed in need of further teaching to establish them in the Faith. There were also the return visits time
after time to scenes of blessing, just as the Apostles of old " went through Syria and Cilicia confirming
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the Churches."

Two notes may form an epilogue. The first was sent me by my aunt, Miss F. Lee Anderson, to whom so
many of the letters which have been quoted were written:

" At the New Alliance Club last week | met alady whom | had never seen before. On hearing her name |
asked if she was related to a man whom | had known long ago in Ireland. She said he was her husband's
uncle and knew Sir Robert Anderson well, and that her husband's father and her own father had both
been converted through him."

And thisisfrom my father's diary for 1917 (near the close of hislife):

" Reading my old letters to Fanny from Sligo ; was amazed and greatly humbled by the record of the
work there."
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Sir Robert Ander son
and Lady Agnes Anderson

by Arthur Posonby Moore-Anderson

Chapter 3

LONDON. THE HOME OFFICE AND SECRET SERVICE

Sir Robert Anderson, son of the late Crown Solicitor for Dublin, is one of those men to whom the country, without
knowing it, owes agreat deal. Silently and efficiently he and his family have worked for years in high Government
positions. And they have worked with a sweet reasonableness and an absence of hide-bound, red-tape-tied officialism
which is as delightful asit is exceptional. His brother, Sir Samuel Lee Anderson, was a singular instance of the level head
and the sympathising mind. It is a rare combination and an exceedingly fine one. Hard heads, soft hearts. R.
BLATHWAYT in Great Thoughts.

ROBERT ANDERSON may amost be said to have drifted into Secret Service work. He belonged to the
fortunate class of barristers who become self-supporting from the start. In 1865 a number of persons
were charged at State trials in Dublin with treason-felony. My grandfather, the Crown Solicitor, had
deputed his duties to his eldest son, afterwards Sir Samuel Lee Anderson. Between the brothers there
was unrestricted confidence ; so it came about that the Crown briefs were placed at my father's disposal,
and all the confidential reports and secret information which led to the arrest of the leaders of the
conspiracy.

There was then at Dublin Castle no Secret Service organisation or Intelligence Department, and all kinds
of secret documents lay in an undigested mass in an office cupboard. The new Chief Secretary, Lord
Naas, later Earl of Mayo, entrusted my father with the duty of preparing a precis of these and other
official papersrelating to Fenianism. The task completed, he wrote a history of the Fenian conspiracy up
to date which proved of value to the government. This again led to his services being requisitioned by
the Attorney-General when a Fenian outbreak occurred in 1867.

The Irish Republican Brotherhood was popularly known as the Fenian Society, or ssmply the Fenians. It
was a political association of Irish or Irish-Americans for the overthrow of British authority in Ireland
and the establishment of arepublic. Centres were formed in the United States with the object of raising
funds, especialy for the purchase of arms and munitions of war. " Fenian Bonds " were issued for the
purpose. | have one of these, beautifully engraved, which reads "The Irish Republic is indebted unto the
bearer in the sum of ten dollars, redeemable six months after the acknowledgment of the Independence
of the Irish Nation with interest from the date hereof at six per cent. per annum. The " date hereof " is
3oth March 1866, and it is signed by John O'Mahony, Agent for the Irish Republic.

Two abortive raids into Canada were staged in 1866 and 1871. L ater devel opments (about 1883-85) were
the formation of a" Skirmishing Fund," raised to promote the free use of dynamite for the destruction of
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English public buildings and English commerce ; and the rise of an extreme party called the Clan-na-
Gael. Members known asthe " Invincibles" were to make history by the removal of " tyrants."

But to return to my father's experiences in 1867. In order to secure the necessary evidence he obtained a
permit to see all the prisoners without any restrictions. Going one morning to Kilmainham gaol, he took
the Governor into his confidence. After visiting a number of the men he left the prison as openly as he
had entered it. But, returning by way of the Governor's house during the officials dinner hour, he was
smuggled unobserved into the cell of the man he indicated. Determined that not even the police should
get an inkling of his mission, he enjoined the Governor not to release him until after locking-up time,
refusing to listen to the warning that he little realised the ordeal before him.

L ong afterwards, when engaged in his campaign for prison reform, he described this experience. When
his object had been attained he found that three hours remained before his release was due. The only
thing distinguishing that cell from any, other barely furnished closet-room was that the aperture which
passed for a window was, as in every prison cell, placed high up near the ceiling, obscured glass
preventing the sight of even afew square yards of sky.

Although his mission had been successful beyond expectation, the prisoner having told all he knew of
the Fenian leadersin Americain addition to giving al the evidence required for the coming trials, my
father said he felt a depression which would in time have become almost unbearable. And so, in after
years, he made use of this never-forgotten ordeal in his plea for more -humane methods in the treatment
of prisoners. There lies before me as | write a permit given by the Home Office in 1867. It reads

To THE GOVERNORS, respective Prisons. Allow Mr. Robert Anderson to have an interview in private,
and without the presence of any officer of the Prison or other person, with any prisoner whom he may

desireto see.
(Sgned) JAMES FERGUSON, Bart., Under-Secretary of State.

To continue the story of those early years | quote the words of an obituary notice in The Times fifty years
later " It was in this amost accidental way that he was enlisted in the public service. His special
knowledge of the ways of Irish political conpiracy became known in high official circles not only in
Dublin but in London. After the famous Clerkenwell explosion in 1867-a warning of which he was able
to transmit beforehand to the L ondon palice, although they failed to make use of the information-one of
the results of what he himself termed the unreasoning panic that followed was the organisation of a
Secret Service department of the police, and he was invited to take charge of it. But it only remained in
existence for three months, and he was about to return to the Irish Bar when he was reguested to take
charge of Irish business at the Home Office. In this capacity he had a good deal to do with the
surveillance of the Fenian conspirators-Irish and American-lrish -whose plots gave some anxiety to the
Government in the years 1869 and 1870."

My father had what he called an intelligent aversion to the Civil Service. And he did not entertain a high
opinion of the Home Office of those days. When he first took up work therein 1877 it was impressed on
him that the way to get on was to do as little as possible and do it as quietly as possible. The ordinary
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work was light, and it was left to an industrious minority. The hourswerefrom |l am.to5p.m., a
nominal 11 am. and a punctual 5 p.m. ; much of that time was given to luncheon, gossip and the
newspapers ; and there was plenty left for games and ragging. However, about that time, with the advent
of anew Under-Secretary, anew era of efficiency setin.

L ooking upon his work in the Civil Service as temporary, he had no intention of abandoning his
profession and was duly called to the English Bar, but never engaged in court practice in England. In the
meantime, Sir Richard Mayne, Commissioner of the London police, had given him accessto the
detective department and, soon gaining the confidence and goodwill of the officers, he got to know all
that was worth knowing about their work.

And the London life had great attractions for him, especially the House of Commons, where his
friendship with Captain Gosset, then Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, gave him accessto " Gosset's Room,"
which was in reality a sort of social club, invitations to which were extended (with the exception of two
or three relatives) Only to M.P.s. In this way my father was brought into touch with all the by-play of the
House, and met the elite of its members.

An instance of the sang-froid which stood him in good stead when dealing with informers and people of
that kidney in the course of secret service and police duties is given in one of his stories of those days:

" On the last evening of the historic debate on the Irish Church an old friend of my father's whom | met
at dinner spoke of his fruitless efforts to get an order for the Peers Gallery, and declared that he would
give £100 for a seat. When we rose from dinner | asked him to come with me to Westminster. | passed
with him through the lobbies and up to the gallery door. There, with the lordliest manner | could assume,
| told the doorkeeper that | would be extremely obliged if he could find a seat for my friend. Whom he
took me for | never knew, but he responded effusively, and begged me to bring him in. Later on | noticed
that the official and a colleague were evidently discussing me, trying no doubt to make out who | was.
So | thought it better to ™ skip ' asthe Y ankees say ; but my friend kept his seat till the House rose. In
passing out | thanked the doorkeeper for his courtesy and expressed regret that | could not stay longer
myself. | should add that | never got the £100 ! "

The way in which my father became acquainted with Charles Reade, author of The Cloister and the
Hearth, is worth telling again. In order to avoid an unwished-for visit from some relatives, the novelist
told his housekeeper, Mrs. Seymour, to put the rooms on a house-agent's books, and to write the relatives
that they must not come ; he himself then went off to Oxford, where he had a Fellowship at Magdalen.
Within afew hours my father had taken the rooms in Reade's beautiful house at Albert Gate overlooking
Hyde Park, without having any idea to whom they belonged. Finding him there on his return set Reade
fuming more than the proposed visit of hisrelatives had done ; he wouldn't have lodgers in his house, he
declared. But Mrs. Seymour knew how to manage him, and the lodger was left in possession, although
for atime ignored by the " landlord." The way in which they made friends must be told in my father's
own words

" Although | couldn't write Never too Late to Mend, | could make buttered eggs, and as Reade watched
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the operation in my room one night, his looks and words suggested that he thought the cooking more
wonderful than the writing. We had met at the hall door on his return home very hungry from atheatrical
supper at which, he explained, there was a division of labour, he doing the talking and the others the
eating. In his handkerchief he had some baked potatoes purchased at a stall which stood in the street
opposite his house ; and his apology for not offering to share them with me was that in his room he had
neither knife, fork nor plate. So | begged him to come upstairs with me, and | disclosed the contents of
my cupboard, which included all needed for an impromptu supper, not excepting a loaf and butter, eggs,
a saucepan and an etna. As already intimated, the process of making buttered eggs excited his
admiration, and from that hour | believe he regarded his lodger as a personage.”

My father received many kindnesses from Reade, who even used to lend him his own pet room, built in
the garden, when friends came to dinner, sometimes joining the party himself. In that same room,
looking out on " the trees of the nation," islaid one of the chief scenesin A Terrible Temptation.

Charles Reade's house was, as far as| know, the first and last one that the future C.1.D. Chief broke into.

" | never realised,” he wrote, "' what an amount of determination and nerve it takes to break into a
dwelling-house at night until | discovered my own deficiencies in these respects. Arriving home late one
night | found | had forgotten my latch-key, and being unable to rouse the inmates | decided to enter
burglariously. My experience of criminal courts had given me atheoretical knowledge of the business,
and it was with a light heart that | dropped into the area and attacked the kitchen window. Of course |
had no fear of the police. Neither had | any cause to dread a pistol shot on entering the house. Y et such
was the effect on my nerves of spending twenty minutes in that area that the sound of a constable's tread
in the garden made me retreat into the coal-cellar. | felt then that my case was desperate. As there were
no steps to the area, escape was impracticable, and a new bolt on the window baffled me. So | was
driven to break the glass. The passersby were attracted by the noise ; but they had no bull's-eye lantern to
flash into the area, and as | had again taken refuge in the coal-cellar they could see nothing. As soon as
they had gone it was an easy task to scramblein. . . . The police were sent for next morning. The broken
glass and the marks inside and outside gave proof of afelonious entry ; but nothing had been stolen,
nothing even disturbed. The case was most mysterious, and passed into the statistics as an undetected
burglary. Charles Reade's delight was great when | told him the facts.”

The moral of the story was that burglaries are usually committed by men who are burglars in the sense
that other men are doctors, lawyers, architects, etc., the only difference being that in the burglar's trade
success gives proof of greater proficiency than seems necessary in some other lines!

During the early yearsin London, in addition to his ordinary work, he was secretary to several
government Commissions ; in thisway, asrelated elsewhere in these pages, he gained the friendship of
L ord Aberdeen, the 7th Earl, who became Viceroy of Ireland, 1886 and 1906-15, and Governor-General
of Canada, 1893-98. It was in connection with a Royal Commission on Railway Accidents that the first
of three attacks was made upon him in Parliament, in replying to which Mr. W. H. Smith stated that he
had discharged his duties with great ability and perfect faithfulness. When serving on the Royal
Observatory of Edinburgh Commission he made the acquaintance of Sir George Airy, the Astronomer
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Royal, whose help proved valuable when The Coming Prince was being written, one of his books
referred to in Chapter X.

He also acted as secretary to the Royal Commission on Loss of Life at Sea. Lord Aberdeen, who was
again the chairman, tellsin his reminiscences (We Twa) that this Commission was appointed as the result
of avehement controversy arising from certain statements by Mr. Joseph Chamberlain regarding the
excessive mortality amongst the crews of merchant ships, attributed largely to the overloading of vessdls.
Shipping interests as a whole strenuously challenged this inference. The controversial element was
quickly manifested when the Commission met, and it was frequently the chairman's duty to throw oil on
the troubled waters. On such occasions he often found it advisable to discover that it was just time to
adjourn for luncheon, which usually had a soothing effect. This, however, would certainly not have been
the case had not a private arrangement been entered into with the caterers whereby the Treasury
allowance of 1s. 6d. per head was augmented. " Of course,”" wrote Lord Aberdeen, " this was kept a
profound secret, known only to myself and our secretary - the late Sir Robert Anderson, K.C.B., avery
able and high-minded public servant.” In this connection my father mentions that the Duke of Edinburgh
did not approve of hurrying over the cigar stage of the luncheon recess, and when his colleagues rose,
usually kept the secretary with him. On H.R.H.'s leaving to take up a command in the M editerranean he
desired my father to write to him regularly about the work of the Commission, and afterwards, after the
well-known manner of our Roya Family, gave many proofs that he had not forgotten him.

L ord Aberdeen, by the way, seems to have shared my father's poor opinion of Treasury ways. He gave
his support in atussle over salary and pension rights, and wrote " If the object can be secured without
making the Treasury feel they have been defeated it will be much better ; otherwise they will try to
punish us all through the enquiry."

Another letter from him throws light on the almost incredible pettiness of some officials. " My dear
Anderson,” it reads, " | do now remember that | carried out (by stealth for fear of hurting the feelings of
the Department) a private arrangement about aclock ! " In the same letter Lord Aberdeen said : " | am
very sorry you have to cross again to that tiresome old island of yoursin this weather.” The following
year however he became L ord-Lieutenant of Ireland, and he then wrote from Dublin : " | think the Irish
are still amenable to marks of sympathy." He was, of course, a strong supporter of Mr. Gladstone's Home
Rule policy.

It was as secretary to the Prison Commission, which, unlike the others, was a branch of the permanent
Civil Service, that my father gained experience which was to prove of great value in after yearsin his
campaign for reforms in the treatment of criminals and in the nature of prisons.

Eighteen-eighty was an epoch-making year in Ireland, for it was then that " boycotting " was introduced-
a crime which, according to an Irish judge, made the life of the victim aliving death. At the sametime a
revival of Fenian activity in Ireland excited the conspirators in England to follow suit. It was in these
circumstances that Sir William Harcourt, the Home Secretary, re-enlisted my father in Secret Service.
"Such work was never to my taste," he wrote afterwards, " and | had definitely turned away from it. |
was still in touch with le Caron and some prominent Feniansin America, but not with the leaders of the
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organisation at home. To ascertain who were the London |eaders was an easy task, but how to get hold of
them was the problem. They solved it by forming a plot to discover who their enemy was at Whitehall. A
letter came from a man whom | knew by repute as one of the most dangerous of the L ondon Fenians. He
wished to give information to the government-that was the bait-but he would deal only with' the
gentleman at the head of the Intelligence Department ' ; he would hold no communication with the
police."

The sequel gives an idea of what Secret Service sometimes entails:

" | met the fellow by appointment one night. He lied to me for an hour whilst | listened as though |
believed all he wastelling me. This as| expected led him to ask for money. | then pretended to lose my
temper. | said | had come prepared to pay him handsomely for information, but | was not to be fooled by
the yarns he had been telling me. Taking a handful of sovereigns from my pocket | jingled them before
him. The greedy look on his face told its own tale. He pleaded that if | would give him time he would tell
me all | wished to know, and meekly asked for his expenses. | saw that the bait had taken, so | gave him
acouple of pounds. . . . Within afew weeks | had two of the most influential London Fenians in my

pay. . .. | will only add that the hold thus obtained upon the organisation pre vented the commission of
outrages at acritical time, and further that the information received from these men was never used to
bring a criminal charge against any member of the conspiracy."

In such work, however, kudos is not gained by preventing crimes, but by detecting them and successfully
prosecuting the offenders. My father had again decided to turn from this branch of service, partly
because he had received offers of more congenial work, when what he called a hateful and fateful

murder drew him back into the toils. On 6th May 1882 L ord Frederick Cavendish, who had just been
appointed Chief Secretary, and Mr. Burke, the Under-Secretary, were done to death within sight of the
Viceregal Lodge in the Phoenix Park, Dublin. Although creating such a sensation it was only the last of a
series-one more added to the terrible list of Land L eague murders. And as my father pointed out it wasin
one respect of less significance than many of those which had preceded it. For the assassination of
government officials could give no such indication of the state of Ireland as the murder of alady
returning home from church or of humble peasants whose only offence was obedience to the law. In
many districts terror reigned in every cottage-home refusing allegiance to what was fitly called the de
facto government.

The Phoenix Park murder, however, galvanised the British Government into action ; a new Coercion Act
was passed, and special measures adopted to administer it, an Under-Secretaryship for Police and Crime
being established in Dublin ; and under pressure from Sir William Harcourt my father agreed to
represent this department in London.

At that time his work at Whitehall was many-sided. Whilst still Secretary to the Prison Commission, he
was retained by the Irish government to look after their interests in London, and was also responsible to
the Secretary of State in relation to political crimein general. When the dynamite campaign began he
was in daily touch with Dublin Castle, and kept up a private correspondence with the British Consuls in
Americaaswell aswith le Caron and other informants there. And never a week passed without his
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having to meet informants in London at his own home or sometimes in out-of-the-way places, for they
never went to Whitehall.

But to return to the Dublin murders-my uncle, Sir Samuel Lee Anderson, was another of the officials
marked down to be " put out of the way," hislife being saved by what is commonly called a chance. His
regular daily route to the Castle was known to anyone who cared to watch him. But once when within a
stone's throw of where the murder gang were waiting for him, suddenly remembering some commissions
he had promised to execute for his wife, he turned back and went round another way.

Having to keep a secret for twenty-one years for the sake of another's safety can hardly be a usual
experience. In Mgor le Caron's life story (Twenty-five Years in the Secret Service) he pays this tribute to
my father:

"He never wavered or grew lax in his care. He proved indeed to me not the ordinary official superior, but
akind, trusty friend and adviser, ever watchful in my interests, ever sympathising with my dangers and
difficulties. To him and to him alone was | known as a Secret Service agent during the whole of the 21
years of which | speak. Therein lay the secret of my safety. If others less worthy of the trust had been
charged with the knowledge of my identity, then | fear | should not be here on English soil quietly
penning these lines."

Can the spy stories of fiction produce anything equal to the true narrative of this man's adventurous
career ? Hisreal name was Thomas Beach, son of arespected citizen of Colchester. A thirst for
excitement led him to leave home again and again in early life ; and while still a boy he found himself in
Paris without money or friends or knowledge of the language. Having been a choir-boy at home his
singing gained the friendship of a member of the English church he attended in the French capital, and
this led to his obtaining a good berth. But when the American Civil War broke out in 1861 he was on the
move again ; crossing the Atlantic he enlisted in the Northern army, with the name of Henri le Caron. In
due course he obtained a commission and rose to the rank of major. During his service he made the
acquaintance of John O'Neill, who later became head of the American Fenians. It was from him that le
Caron first heard of the Fenian schemes, including those for raids into Canada ; and thisled to his
becoming a spy in their ranks. The accusation that he undertook this hazardous task for the sake of
financial gain is utterly false. He had become a qualified medical man, was happily married, and could
have settled down to a quiet, comfortable life.

L e Caron joined the Fenian movement with the definite object of serving his country, and it wasin
letters to his father that he first reported all their doings and plans. These were shown to the local
Member of Parliament, who passed on the information to the Home Office, no payment being given or
asked for. But at alater date, the M.P., Mr. Rebow, urged that |e Caron should be put into direct touch
with a representative of the government, and my father was then asked to deal with him. Thus began a
correspondence lasting for over twenty years until le Caron came into the open at the time of the Parnell
Commission in 1889.

Morley's Life of Gladstone states that for more than twenty years le Caron was in the pay of Scotland
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Yard. " Scotland Y ard,” replied my father, " was not aware of the man's existence until he appeared as a
witness at the Parnell Commission.” As a matter of fact the correspondence was carried on through his
wifein America and arelative of my father's in England, and was always treated as private. On his visits
to London, I€ Caron used to see my father at our own house ; | have a clear recollection of seeing him
there and wondering who he was.

At the Special Commission he was denounced by Sir Charles Russell (afterwards L ord Russell of
Killowen) asa" common informer who wormed himself into the confidence of men presumably honest,
however mistaken their views, only to make money and betray them. " Actually,” wrote my father, " the
assassins and dynamiters whose plots were exposed by him were justly described by Sir Henry James,
for The Times, as ~ enemies of the human race, the lowest and most degraded of beings.' " Sir Henry
went on to point out that the exertions of a man who apprehends a criminal after the crime are rightly
praised, " but here you have a man who, running risks such as probably no one ever ran before, set
himself to defeat crime before it was carried out, and thus to save the lives of those who had no other
protection.” Further, it was stated by my father that in no single instance was a criminal charge brought
upon le Caron's testinx6ny. As regards financial gain, he was as indifferent to money as to danger ;
anything he received was not enough to compensate him for having to employ a qualified locum tenens
during his absence. The only really important payment he ever recelved was his reward for thwarting the
1870 Fenian raid on Canada. From the first he considered his role to be that of a military spy in his
country's service.

As illustrating the need for keeping their names secret, my father tells that hisfirst Fenian informant was
shot as the result of his name having been given to Lord Mayo, then Chief Secretary for Ireland, who
passed it on to the Lord-Lieutenant during dinner at the Viceregal Lodge. A servant behind a screen
repeated the information in the servants hall. My father learned this from a detective officer at Dublin
Castle, and states that from that time no informant of his was ever betrayed. Hisrefusal to give their
names and his insistence on treating their letters as private was objected to at one time by Sir William
Harcourt, who remarked that * Anderson'sidea of secrecy is not to tell the Secretary of State ! "

Another incident shows how easily secret information can become known. On the occasion of Mr.
Gladstone's visit to Haddo House mentioned in another chapter, my father tells how the Premier, sitting
beside him at a writing table, was busy with afile of Foreign Office papers when another guest brought a
passage in the Odyssey to his notice. Mr. Gladstone discussed this as though the Foreign Office did not
exist, but directly afterwards took up his pen and wrote a Minute of grave importance about Egypt. It
was the time when excitement over the Sudan and General Gordon's position in Khartoum was at its
height. " How do | know the purport of the Minute ?" said my father ; " it was perfectly legible on the
blotting pad he had used ! Isit any wonder | refused to trust the lives of informants to ministers of state ?

As another example of Mr. Gladstone's versatility Sir Robert mentions a long letter (a closely written
four-page one which | have in my autograph album) about a book of his, written on the day which,
according to Lord Morley's Life of Gladstone, was devoted to the reconsideration of the whole Irish
question in view of Mr. Parnell's visit to Hawarden.

file:/l/G)/Swartzentrover.com/cotor/E-Books/christ/M oore-Anderson/RA _Biography/SRA_03.htm (8 of 11)6/17/2010 3:07:24 PM



Sir Robert Anderson - Chapter 3

And Lady Aberdeen tells, in We Twa, how, on returning from church one morning, he asked for a hymn-
book, which he took to his room, and in the afternoon produced a trandation into Italian of the hymn, "
Hark, my soul, it isthe Lord.” Thiswas on a Sunday when he was in much anxiety over affairsin Egypt,
with messengers from Downing Street coming and going, and he was conferring about a statement to be
made next day in Parliament.

But to return to le Caron. My father paid this tribute to him ;

"During the four-and-thirty years of my official life | came to entertain a sincere regard for not afew of
the Police Officers who assisted me in campaigns against criminals, but none of them did | esteem more
highly than le Caron. And it is with them that | have always classed him, not with secret agents and
informers. No bad man could win as he did the unbounded respect of wife and children. . . . And to
personal charm he added sterling integrity. He was one of the most truthfully accurate men | have
known . . . Though he deserves well of his country he will never get a statue. But if heisto be pilloried |
will take my place by hisside."

After le Caron's appearance at the Commission his life was in constant danger. There were many
rumours as to. his whereabouts in various parts of the world. Actually he lived under an assumed name
not far from Hyde Park. | remember more than once, when walking there with my father, his saying that
he had to go and see a'sick friend, never giving the slightest hint of hisidentity even to us. Afterwards
he wrote:

" Though | had been in communication with him for so long, and seen him on his visitsto England, |
never really knew him until the illness which ended fatally on April 1st, 1894. With all his cynicism and
coldness of manner he was a remarkably attractive man. . . . At first we used to talk over his adventures,
but later on we often spoke on subjects of which | will make no mention here." What these subjects were
may be gathered from the following letter * | -fully appreciate and will always endeavour to keep in my
mind the pith, the main principle of what you have impressed upon me in reference to God's goodness
and my duty to Him ; and if | liveto get well again my earnest desire isthat | may ever keep uppermost
in my mind what | owe to Him and what He iswilling to do for me.

Believe meto be, Y ours sincerely,
H. LE CARON."

| have the original letter in my possession ; also his commission as Major and Military Organiser in the
service of the Irish Republic, dated 5th August 1868. Thisis signed by John O'Neil, President, Fenian
Brotherhood, Patrick J. Meehan, Acting Secretary of War, and John Byron, Assistant Adjutant-General
F. B.

It was on account of his relationship with le Caron that my father was the subject of two violent attacks
in Parliament. At this length of time the story would not be of sufficient interest to relate in detail. On the
first occasion he was accused of handing over, in his capacity as head of the C.1.D., confidential
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documentsto an informer. As already mentioned, le Caron's |etters had always been deemed private, and
he claimed accordingly that he should have access to them in preparing the evidence he was to give at
the Parnell Commission. The letters had never been on record in any government office ; they had indeed
been kept in our own home. My father was vigorously defended by the Home Secretary, Mr. Henry
Matthews, afterwards Viscount Llandaff ; and his chief assailant, Sir William Harcourt, gave kindly
proof afterwards that he bore no ill-will in spite of his violent political invective. In 1905 his son, later
Viscount Harcourt, wrote to my father " | am most grateful to you for your kind words about him, which
show areal appreciation of his character in spite of his hard-hitting propensities which showed
themselves on the surface.”

The second attack was made in 1910 in consequence of Sir Robert having mentioned in Blackwood that
he was author of certain articles on the American Fenians published anonymously in The Times as far
back as 1887. They were entitled " Behind the Scenes in America.” In this case he was accused of having
acted in away contrary to the rules and traditions of the Civil Service. The fact that one of the articles
exposed a plot to bring about a dynamite explosion in Westminster Abbey at the time of Queen
Victoria's jubilee might, one would think, have excused any breach of official propriety had such been
indeed committed. But naturally the wild Irishmen in the House were out for his scalp and demanded the
withdrawal of his pension. Unfortunately, on this occasion the responsible Minister, instead of defending
him, contented himself with appeasing his opponents by making light of the whole matter and
minimising the services he had rendered to the State.

Of the many letters of sympathy and encouragement received at that time, only one will be quoted here.
The writer was a Scottish lawyer, Mr. R. B. Stewart, a valued friend, who was wellknown in connection
with the Keswick Convention and many other branches of Christian activity.

" To gpeak of afaithful and able servant of his country, who unsparingly gave himself to her servicein
work most trying and involving danger to his own life, during a perturbed time which it is difficult for
any one who did not live through it to understand or even to credit, in the way in which you have been
spoken of, is alasting disgrace to British statesmanship. And it was in order that those might be kept
sweet who are the representatives of the spirit and work condemned by the Parnell Commission !"

"What man can be zealous in hiswork if he feels that one day for party purposes he may be sacrificed to
an opposing faction whom, in the line of his duty, he has offended, and that the sacrifice may be made
for the sake of getting votes ?!"

"Politics are corrupt. Let us hope that the officials of the country may notwithstanding remain true, little
as is the encouragement they sometimes get."

The next chapter goes back to the year 1888, when the period of service at Scotland Y ard began.
Incidentally it was the date of the appointment of the Parnell Commission to which reference has been
made. The Times had published a series of articles entitled " Parnellism and Crime " which were a
tremendous indictment of the chief Nationalist leaders. A Special Commission was appointed to inquire
into the whole matter, thetria lasting for 128 days. Mr. Parnell was formally cleared of the charge of
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Sir Robert Ander son
and Lady Agnes Anderson

by Arthur Posonby Moore-Anderson

Chapter 4

SCOTLAND YARD

The period 1890 to 1900 proved to be one during which there was an almost continuous decreasein crime. . . . By signa
successes in sensational cases, and by steady achievement in the less advertised everyday business of dealing with rogues
in general, the C.1.D. built up in the 'nineties a world-wide reputation for efficiency in crime detection.

Scotland Yard and the Metropolitan Palice, by Sir JOHN MOY LAN.

SIR HARRY FURNISS, the famous artist, devotes a chapter of his book Some Victorian Men to the
London Police, in which he says : " One of the hardest-working and most brilliant heads of the Criminal
I nvestigation Department for many years was that eminent Victorian, Sir Robert Anderson, K.C.B."

The" Jack the Ripper " scare, resulting from the Whitechapel murders of the year 1888, synchronised
with my father's appointment as Assistant Commissioner of Metropolitan Police and Chief of the C.1.D.
For reasons of health he was ordered two months complete rest before entering upon his duties, and after
aweek at the Y ard he left for the Continent. The second of the murders was committed the night before
he took office and the third occurred during the night of the day on which he left London. The
newspapers soon began to comment on his absence, and when two more victims had fallen to the knife
of the murderer-fiend, an urgent appeal from the Home Secretary brought the new Chief back to duty. "
We hold you responsible to find the murderer were the words which greeted him.

Thus he entered upon an office which was far from being a bed of roses.. Apart from the state of alarm
produced by the murders, there had been a good deal to make conditions in the Police Force difficult at
that period. Two years previously the Chief Commissioner, Sir Edmund Henderson, had resigned when
called to account over a West End riot. There were constant bickerings between his successor, Sir
Charles Warren, and Mr. James Monro, then in charge of the detective department. Further, the rank and
file objected to the military discipline introduced by Sir Charles, who was a distinguished soldier. His
popularity was established however by his defence of the Force against what were considered unjust
strictures by the Home Office on the occasion' of further riots.

Anderson had been warned that he would " never get on with Warren." But he found the Commissioner
frank and open ; he was treated as a colleague and left quite unfettered in the control of his department. It
was therefore a matter of regret to him when Sir Charles became so annoyed by the ways of the Home
Office that he in turn threw up his appointment. To my father's great satisfaction, however, the new
Chief Commissioner was Mr. Monro, the former Head of the C.1.D., a personal friend. All seemed set
fair for atime of happy and fruitful co-operation between them ; but once again friction between the
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Home Office and the Commissioner led to the latter's resignation.

His successor was Colonel Sir Edward Bradford of the Indian Army. Shortly after his appointment he
wrote:

" 19th August, 1890.

MY DEAR ANDERSON It was a pleasure to have your kind letter. . . . | had a most delightful morning
with your peoplein the C.1.D., and look forward to many more of a similar nature after your return.
Nothing | like so much as men who are enthusiastic in regard to their work ; and | am delighted to find
you are so about C.1.D. matters.

" Yours very sincerely,

" E.R. C. BRADFORD."

Going back to the time when my father entered upon his new duties, he found that the officers of the C.1.
D. had become demoralised by the treatment accorded to Mr. Monro-a strong esprit de corps always
existing in the department. They believed too that they were regarded with jealousy in the Force. The
feeling of discouragement had affected their work, the Commissioner's report for 1888 recording that
crime had shown a decided tendency to increase. So strong was the fegling about Mr. Monro that the
new Chief had some difficulty in persuading Chief Superintendent Williamson not to resign. My father
only learned afterwards that he himself had been protected by Sir Charles Warren when the Home Office
wanted to call him to account because there was not an immediate change for the better.

Warren had not only to suffer the nagging ways of the Home Office, but to face considerable public
criticism on account of failureto find " Jack the Ripper." A cartoon of the period in the Pall Mall Budget
shows an East End deputation in the Commissioner's office. Upon walls and desk and lying on then-
floor are regulations and instructions about drill. A police officer stands stiffly at attention. The
deputation protests : " Another murder, Sir Charles, the fourth in . . ." The Commissioner in uniform with
sword and medals replies : * Why bother me over such atrifle ? Still, if something must be done, what
do you say, Inspector, to another hour's battalion drill ?" The Home Secretary, Mr. Matthews, was also
attacked in the Press. Innumerabl e | etters with theories and suggestions were sent to the police and the
papers. One theory propounded was that the murderer was a Malay serving in a ship, who committed the
crimes during brief shore leave.

The facts were that the locality in which the crimes occurred was full of narrow streets with small shops
over ailmost every one of which was aforeign name. The victims belonged to a small class of degraded
women frequenting the East End at night. However the fact be accounted for, no further murder in the
series took place after awarning had been given that the police would not protect them if found on the
prow! after midnight. The criminal was a sexual maniac of avirulent kind living in the immediate
vicinity. The police reached the conclusion that he and his people were aliens of a certain low type, that
the latter knew of the crimes but would not give him up. Two clues which might have led to an arrest
were destroyed before the C.1.D. had a chance of seeing them, one a clay pipe, the other some writing
with chalk on awall. Scotland Y ard, however, had no doubt that the criminal was eventually found. The
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only person who ever had a good view of the murderer identified the suspect without hesitation the
instant he was confronted with him ; but he refused to give evidence. Sir Robert states as a fact that the
man was an alien from Eastern Europe, and believed that he died in an asylum.

Probably few people know how the name Scotland Y ard originated. From the time of the Norman
Conguest there had been a place in Whitehall known as " Scotland,” where Scottish kings and queens
stayed when on visits to the English court. In Stuart days the Palace of Whitehall included a court or yard
named Scotland Y ard because it was part of the original " Scotland " or adjacent to it. The detective
department of the police used to have its office there, and when the new headquarters on the Thames
Embankment were built they were given the name of New Scotland Y ard.

The Metropolitan Police district extended over aradius of fifteen miles from Charing Cross, covering an
area of 700 square miles, with a population in 1900 of over seven and a half millions. The problem which
daily faced the C.I.D. wasto find criminals hidden in such a crowd. Like a spider in the midst of a
monster web, the Chief was in touch with inspectors attached to each of the twenty-one divisions into
which Greater L ondon was subdivided.

* When | took charge," wrote my father, " | was no novice in matters relating to criminals and crime. |
was not a little surprised therefore to find occasion for suspecting that one of my principa subordinates
was trying to impose on me as though | were an ignoramus. For when any important crime of a certain
kind occurred, and | set myself to investigate it in Sherlock Holmes fashion, he used to listen to me in the
way so many people listen to sermons in church ; and when | was done he would stolidly announce that
the crime was the work of A, B, C, or D, naming one of his stock heroes. It was Old Carr, or Wirth, or
Sausage, or Shrimps, or Quiet Joe, or Red Bab, etc., etc., one name or another being put forward
according to the nature of the crime."

However, on putting the subordinate's statements to the test, it appeared that he was generally right, for "
great crimes are the work of great criminals, and great criminals are very few," that is, skilled and
resourceful criminals capable of certain types of crime. The problem, then, is not to find the offender in a
population of many millions, but to pick him out from a few definitely known " specialists.”

In his reminiscences my father mentions afew casesinillustration. Onewasa" ladder larceny " at a
country house in Cheshire. The Chief Constable of the county called next day to invoke the aid of the C.1.
D. He gave a vague description of two strangers who had been seen near the house the day before the
burglary. He was shown three photographs, and at once identified two of them as the men in question.
Onewas" Quiet Joe," and the other his special pal. Arrest and conviction followed.

A man named Benson was the son of an English clergyman. He was a man of real ability, of rare charm
of manner and an accomplished linguist. Upon the occasion of one of Madame Petti's visits to America,
he ingratiated himself with the customs officers at New Y ork, and thus got on board the liner before the
arrival of the reception committee. He was a stranger to the great singer, but she was charmed by his
bearing and appearance and the perfection of his Italian, and had no reason to doubt that he had been
commissioned for the part he was playing. And when the members of the Committee arrived they
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assumed that he was a friend of hers, with the result that she took his arm when disembarking. All this
was done with a view to the carrying out of a huge fraud, the detection of which brought him to ruin. The
man was capable of filling any position ; but the life of adventure and ease provided by a criminal career
had a fascination for him.

Another great criminal was Raymond, who like Benson had a respectable parentage. His schemes were
Napoleonic. His most famous coup was a great diamond robbery. His cupidity was excited by the
accounts of the Kimberley mines, and he sailed for South Africato investigate. He found that the arrival
of the diamonds at the coast was timed to catch the mail steamer for England, but if accidentally delayed
on the way they had to lie in the post office till the next mail left. He had no difficulty in obtaining wax
impressions of the postmaster's keys ; in fact, the postmaster was one of a group of admiring friends
whom he entertained at dinner the evening before he sailed.

Some months later he returned to South Africa under an assumed name and cleverly disguised. The
diamond convoys had to cross ariver ferry on their way to the coast. Making his way up-country to the
place, he unshipped the chain of the ferry and let the boat drift down stream, and- the next convoy
missed the mail. £90,000 worth of diamonds had to be deposited in the post office strong-room. They
reached England in Raymond's possession, and he afterwards boasted that he sold them to their rightful
owners in Hatton Garden !

Raymond loved his" work " for its own sake ; and though he lived in luxury and style, he kept at it to the
last, organising and financing many an important crime. |t was he who stole the famous Gainsborough
picture for which the record price of £10,000 had recently been paid. A doctor friend told my father of
having an extraordinary patient. The man was wealthy and lived sumptuously, but was extremely
hypochondriacal. Every now and then an urgent summons would bring the doctor to the house to find the
patient in bed with nothing whatever the matter. He always insisted on having a prescription however,
which was promptly sent to the chemist. The last summons had been exceptionally urgent ; and when the
doctor entered the room with unusual abruptness, the patient sprang up in bed and covered him with a
revolver | Raymond (for it was he) knew that his movements were of interest to the police ; and if he had
reason to fear that he had been seen in dangerous company, he bolted home and sent for the doctor,
whose evidence, confirmed by the chemist's books, would prove that he wasill in bed until after the hour
at which the police supposed they had seen him miles away.

My father put Dr. Max Nordau's" type " theory to atest when the latter called on him at Scotland Y ard.
Dr. Nordau was shown two photos covered so that only the faces could be seen, and told that the one was
an eminent public man, the other a notorious criminal. He was challenged to say which was the criminal

" type." He shirked the challenge ; for as a matter of fact the criminal's face looked more benevolent than
the other and certainly as" strong." " The one was Raymond alias Wirth -the most eminent of the
criminal fraternity of my time-and the other was Archbishop Temple. Need | add that my story is
intended to discredit, not his Grace of Canterbury, but the Lombroso 'type€' theory ? "

At the time of Queen Victorias Jubilee in 1887 there was a hellish plan to bring about a dynamite
explosion in Westminster Abbey during the ceremony. The Irish Feniansin America had issued a
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circular announcing the early renewal of active operations, " a pyrotechnic display in honour of the
Jubilee " being specially indicated. The scheme was discovered and thwarted by Mr. James Monro, then
Chief of the C.1.D., with whom my father was in close touch in connection with his Secret Service work.
Ten years |later there occurred the last in the series of these plots. A gang of dynamiters crossed from
Americain August 1896. The leader, a man called Ivory alias Bell, landed at Antwerp and made his way
to Glasgow, where he was arrested. His chief confederate, Tynan by name, the " No. | " of the Phoenix
Park murders-was arrested by the local police at Boulogne, the others at Rotterdam. Ivory was put on
trial, but the Law Officers of the Crown on learning that one of the gang had given information decided
to withdraw from the prosecution. Just before this occurred, Ivory's counsel had told my father in strict
confidence that he would withdraw his plea of not guilty if he would promise to get him alight sentence.
The C.1.D. Chief said he was confident he could obtain an early remission if Ivory would openly express
regret for his share in the conspiracy. Ivory was just about to make such a statement when the Solicitor-
General interposed to announce the decision at which the Law Officers had arrived.

* Such are our ways with dynamiters,” wrote my father " these men were aliens who came in time of
peace to perpetrate outrages which if committed by soldiers in war-time would ensure them short shrift
after trial by drumhead court-martial. . . . And yet these miscreants were treated with a quixotic leniency
that would not be extended to ordinary criminals. For the measures adopted to detect quas political
crime in no way differ from those by which every competent police force deals with organised crime of
any kind." In this case the information was given, not by one who could possibly be accused of being an
agent provocateur, but by one who had gone as far as he safely could in checking the schemes of his
confederates.

When the case was first reported to the Home Secretary he took the view which was finally adopted by
the Law Officers, that there should be no prosecution. He decided, however, to put the matter before the
Prime Minister, Lord Salisbury. So my father went with Sir Matthew Ridley, afterwards Viscount
Ridley, to Walmer Castle. The Home Secretary after stating his own view said : "' Anderson differs from
me entirely.” When the Premier had heard both sides and asked a number of questions, he gave his
decision unreservedly in favour of the latter.

Incidentally, | remember my father coming home and telling us how much he had enjoyed his visit to
Walmer, where Lord Salisbury was in residence as L ord Warden of the Cinque Ports ; thisincluded a
very simple and informal luncheon at which he found himself seated between his host and hostess.
During lunch and afterwards on the terrace many matters were discussed, amongst them the Channel
Tunnel scheme and of course Ireland and the Irish. On the return journey Sir Matthew Ridley generously
expressed his gratification at the Prime Minister's having been satisfied that the Ivory case might be
allowed to proceed, and he afterwards noted his full approval of the police action. But, as aready stated,
the Law Officers decided to throw their hand in. An additional point however must be mentioned. It
appeared from the evidence that Bell had left the Antwerp house before the arrival there of the
explosives ; and, although his conduct gave cause for the gravest suspicion, the Solicitor-General felt
unable to press for a conviction, the accused's counsel paying atribute to Sir Robert Finlay's judicial
fairness in the matter.
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The case received a good deal of publicity, the police being complimented on the almost simultaneous
arrest of the suspects in Glasgow, Boulogne and Rotterdam. There was on the other hand the usual attack
by Irish membersin the House, who asserted that the whole prosecution originated in a fraud concocted
by the police and carried out by agents fbrovocateurs, a charge which was indignantly repudiated by the
Home Secretary. In the course of aleading article on the case, The Times said:

" It is greetly to be regretted that no official notice was taken of the gross attacks upon Mr. Robert
Anderson, the able and energetic Assistant-Commissioner who has the control of the Criminal

I nvestigation Department, and to whose vigilance and activity it is undoubtedly due that so many
detestabl e terrorist conspiracies have been nipped in the bud. . . . There can be no shadow of doubt that a
great crime was being prepared in the bomb factory at Antwerp and that its execution was defeated by
measures adopted by the C.I.D."

" HIGHBURY,
" BIRMINGHAM.
* Oct. 11th, 1896.

In The Lighter Sde of My Official Life Sir Robert wrote " When Mr. Joseph Chamberlain visited
Americain 1896 there was a formidable plot to assassinate him at the home where he was sojourning.
Facts which came to light convinced the local police of the truth of the information received, and the
American authorities deemed it necessary to take very special measures for his protection.” The
following letter from Mr. Chamberlain refers to that time

" DEAR MR. ANDERSON,-... | feel that | ought to write at once to thank you for your activity on my
behalf while | wasin the United States. It is not pleasant to be accompanied everywhere by policemen,
but | have undergone the experience before, and have no doubt that in the present case it prevented very
disagreeable consequences. | was living in an isolated house in the country to which access was perfectly
easy and open, so that any ill-intentioned person would have had no difficulty in reaching me, but for the
guards placed there by the U.S. Government.

" Thereis one paragraph in your letter which | do not understand . Y ou say the gentleman entrusted with
the duty of despatching me was' sent to the West.! But | was all the time in the East, at asmall villagein
Massachussets. | do not know how they found out that | was guarded, for we managed to keep the matter
very quiet and there was no notice of it in any of the paperstill after | had sailed. .

" Please accept my renewed thanks. | am only sorry to have been the cause of so much trouble.

" | hope you will get Tynan! Yours very truly,

"J. CHAMBERLAIN."

The South Western Railway murder case in 1897 was of special interest for two reasons. First, it was a
striking example of the difference between French and British methods of dealing with such crimes. A
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young woman was found dead in one of the coaches of atrain arriving at the London terminus. It was
obviously a case of murder. The French police would have closed the station, and no one would have
been allowed to leave until they had finished their investigations. But at Waterloo, not only were al the
passengers permitted to go their ways, but the body was removed and the carriage cleaned so that any
possible clue was |ost before the C.1.D. were informed.

The case was of particular interest also because in spite of this handicap an elaborate chain of
circumstantial evidence closed round a certain person. The only apparent flaw in it was that a principal
witness wavered in his identification of the suspected man. The ground of hesitation was that this man
was clean-shaven, whereas the murderer had worn a moustache. The witness did not know, however,
that an hour before the crime was committed the man whom he had singled out of a dozen paraded for
inspection had purchased a false moustache at a barber's shop !

That fact seemed to render a case which was aready strong both complete and irresistible. But it was
inseparably bound up with another fact. The distance between the barber's shop and the station at which
the murderer joined his victim on the train was adequate proof of an alibi which shattered the whole case
against the accused. That one fact possibly saved him from the gallows.

This story was used by my father in his book Pseudo-Criticismto illustrate the fallacious arguments of
some critics of the Bible, who thought that a seemingly complete case against the genuineness of a book
was sufficient evidence to decide the issue as one of their " assured results."

Another story which he reckoned an instance of truth being stranger than fiction was that of a great City
house which was victimised by a plausible swindler who had a recipe for multiplying gold ! The firm
actually advanced the man £20,000 in sovereigns ; a house was hired in Whitechapel and a laboratory
fitted up. The experiments ended in the complete disappearance of the scientist and of the £20,000. He
had insisted on being searched every time he left the laboratory ; so how the feat had been accomplished
was a mystery until, in sheer bravado, he told his victims that on every occasion his hollow walking-stick
had been packed with sovereigns ! He was confident that the firm would not prosecute for fear of the
ridicule which would be incurred ; and he judged rightly.

Much ordinary police work has always been concerned with the prevention of crime rather than with its
detection, and is of necessity performed behind the scenes. The duty of protecting royal personages
visiting Britain fell to Scotland Y ard, and Chief-Inspector Melville was frequently entrusted with this
task. In a private letter to my father from Windsor in November 1899, he mentioned that when out
shooting the previous day the Prince of Wales [afterwards Edward V1] and the Duke of York had
cordially shaken hands with him, and the Prince had said the Queen was very pleased at his being sent
down. He continued " | thanked H.R.H. and told him that every precaution was being taken, but in as
quiet a manner as possible. Subsequently the Duke had several conversations with me asto the relative
merits of the Continental police. | was surprised later on when the Emperor [Kaiser Wilhelm of the 1914-
18 war] came away from the Royal party and shook hands with me very heartily ; he said : "You havea
wonderful police forcein England. Our detective force in Germany is very bad ; there is always alot of
fuss, but nothing done.' His Majesty spoke in this strain for several minutes, and | thanked him for his
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appreciation of the English police." For some time Mr. Melville was the officer personally responsible
for the safety of Queen Victoria.

In his Memoirs of a Royal Detective, ex-Detective-Inspector H. T. Fitch writes: " It is certain that one of
the Kaiser's attendants for along period was an English ex-detective of the name of Bell." He tells also

of the last Emperor of Russiasaying to him : " | wish you were in my police service, Mr. Fitch. My
police are much harsher than yours in England, yet how much do they achieve? Y et you seem to have the
measure of these revolutionaries.”

The detectives deputed to guard foreign royalties received many personal gifts. Occasionally their Chief
was also remembered in this way, twice by the ill-fated Nicholas | of Russia, the first time when he was
Czarevitch, the gift being a Russian salt-cellar. The second present was a diamond ring of such
dimensions that it might fit a super-size thumb. The diamonds with the Imperial monogram made a fine
brooch for my mother. The gold ring, reduced to normal size, with the Russian N. 11 and crown
reproduced, | am wearing to-day.

Asillustrating the slight measure of precaution considered necessary in the case of our own Royal
Family, my father told of an experience which greatly impressed him. It was in 1934 when the Duke and
Duchess of Y ork were away on one of their tours and the Duke and Duchess of Teck were abroad. On
returning from a holiday my father received a private letter telling him of things being said in anarchist
clubs about " Prince Eddy," now the Duke of Windsor, who was then at the White L odge in Richmond
Park. Riding out there next morning he found that the nurse might be seen any day walking unattended
in the Park with the baby in her arms. " What a delightful picture of the peace and security of lifein this
favoured land ! " The lady in charge at the lodge gave cordial consent to certain police measures which
seemed desirable, and my father's visits passed as friendly calls. When the Duchess of Teck returned she
expressed her gratitude, and afriendly discussion took place as to what might be done when the Duke
and Duchess of Y ork came back to St. James's Palace. Appeals were made to my father to withdraw his
objection to the child being taken to the Green Park for his daily outing. But the presence in London of
foreign anarchists had to be taken into account. " Was there another capital in al Europe,” he asks, " in
which the suggestion would be entertained of an infant Prince in the direct line of succession to the
throne being taken daily by his nurse to a public park ?"

Some readers may be interested in knowing the impression made upon Press interviewers by the C.1.D.
Chief. One of them said : " Dr. Robert Anderson is essentially areticent and retiring man. Pressmen
usually despair of getting any interesting information out of him, and he is one of the most difficult men
in the public service to interview. He undoubtedly knows more about the criminal classes than any other
man in this country.” A representative of the Evening News had " A Chat with the Prince of Detectives,"
mainly about the finger-print system of identification which was about to be adopted. " People who have
not seen him," said the interviewer, " probably expect to hear that he possesses the ' keen grey eyes' with
which writers of fiction have always endowed their criminal investigators. Mr. Anderson's are like any
other pair of pleasant eyes . . He looks-this quiet gentleman who has had his finger unceasingly on the
pulse of crime for so many years, and who has seen through the network of the Irish physical-force
party's conspiracies--a simple unobtrusive citizen, and such in private life he undoubtedly is."
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An article in Black and White on " The Detectives who Frustrated the Dynamite Plot " (in 1896) said : "
In Dr. Anderson's appearance there is more of the man of peace than of the terror of conspirators. Yet it
Is certain that he has been a conspicuous success in his high office, thanks to his analytical mind, his
keen reasoning powers, and his ~ scent’ for the right trail. He is frigid and reserved when on duty at least,
and his trifling hardness of hearing becomes practical stone-deafness when embarassing questions are
asked. . . . Chief-Inspector Mélville, the head of the Special Division of Scotland Y ard, or the Dynamite
Brigade as they are called, is a man of another type as far at least as personal appearance goes, though he
isagreat admirer of Dr. Anderson, whose patience, caution and discernment inspire the utmost
confidence in all associated with him."

Another impression, given two years later, was : " Dr. Anderson has been described and fitly as the ideal
detective of rea life, yet he bears but little resemblance to those of the novelists creation. . . His power
of close and rapid reasoning from facts and his marvellous quickness in seizing on the essential pointsin
difficult cases are at once the wonder and admiration of the men under his control. Naturally heis a
discreet, silent and reserved man ; his training has made him even more so, but no officer who has yet
presided over the affairs of the C.1.D. can boast of being more popular or more genuinely respected by
his subordinates.”

In areport of alecture on Professional Criminals before the L eeds Philosophical and Literary Society in
1903, the Yorkshire Weekly Post said:

" After many years service in the responsible position of spider in the centre of a web which reaches
amost to the end of the earth, heis now a gray, elderly man, somewhat stern and searching, cool and
calculating, as befits an official of Scotland Y ard ; but in tr6t-h warm-hearted and jocular, ever ready
with a quip and a joke, and on the whole impressing one as a sane and delightful man of the world."

“John O' London," in his Unposted Letters, writing of some remarks concerning Sherlock Holmes by Sir
Basil Thomson, then Chief of the C.1.D., goeson to say : " This brought back to me an interesting
experience. Nearly twenty years ago, when the Sherlock Holmes stories were being read and talked
about every where, it occurred to me that it would be interesting to obtain Scotland Y ard's opinion of
Conan Doyl€'s hero. Accordingly | wrote to Sir Robert Anderson, who two years earlier had retired from
his post as Head of the C.1.D. Hardly hoping for results, | was gratified when his card was handed to me,
and was followed by the expert himself. He sat down and at once began to talk. | saw a keen and kindly
old gentleman who looked like a super-detective by not looking like one at all. He was indeed better
known to me as a distinguished theologian and scholar. Still, there was that in his eye which one could
connect with the penetralia of the Y ard. The result of our talk was that he undertook to write an article. It
was entitled ' Sherlock Holmes as seen by Scotland Y ard,' and it is as interesting to-day as when it was
written." Referring to the article, John 0' London says " The real relation of a Sherlock Holmesto afirst-
class Scotland Y ard detective was put to me by Sir Robert very simply : the inventor of a detective story
makes both the lock and the key, whereas Scotland Y ard is limited to finding the key to thelock.... In a
detective story we are interested from first to last in the solution of the mystery ; that solution is the
detective's triumph.... But in real life the elucidation of the mystery is only the first chapter ; if thereisno
second there is no story and no triumph."
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My father's private diaries contain afew brief references to his official work. In April 1893 thereisthis
note : " Saw Bradford. By hisdesire | saw Mr. Asquith on Townsend's case. (Attempt to shoot Mr.
Gladstone.) Later to see Sir Algernon West about protecting Mr. G." In October 1893 : " 4 o'c to
Trafalgar Square with Macnaghten to see an Anarchist meeting." In June of the sameyear : " The
Australian cricketers came to see the Museum. Had chats with Bannerman, Giffen, Blackham, Lyons,
etc." (The" Black Museum " at Scotland Y ard was full of gruesome records of crime and criminals; |
have avivid recollection of it.) A week later he went with Sir Evelyn RugglesBrice to Paris: " Called on
M. Lepine, who received us with great cordiality. To Bertillon's Bureau. Saw Cochefort of the SOW and
Guillot, head of the uniform police. To areception by the President and Madame Faure at the Elysee.
Saw Marie Antoinette's cell in the Conciergerie.”

On 18th October 1898: " Col. Dawson, Military Attache of our Embassy in Paris, called with an
introduction from the Foreign office to ask my help in finding agents to keep our government informed
of movements of the French army and navy in the event of war, which he deemed probable.” There are
many notes of visits by parents whose sons or daughters were missing or in trouble, and by society
peopl e concerned about lost possessions. One entry is of avery different kind : " Lady W. called by
appointment, and | had an hour's talk with her. Found her 'tender' and eager to hear the Gospel. | had sent
her The Slence of God."

The last incident suggests a reference to the many meetings addressed in connection with the Christian
Police Association ; Miss Catherine Guerney, its founder, wrote after my father's death : " | shall aways
remember the very many kindnesses and encouraging words and all the kind help he gave usin the early
part of our work." At aconvention of the Association in Bolton the diary notes that he spoke on police
duty being in the line of God's government of the world (Romans xiii). There are several mentions of "
Maud Colley's Police Class ; about too young P.C.s." Meetings on behalf of the Police Court Mission are
also referred to, one of them in the Mansion House, L ondon. Many others are mentioned in connection
with Police I nstitutes and Orphanages in Birmingham, L eeds, Harrogate, Glasgow and other cities. At a
Police Institute meeting in Grosvenor House, London, the Archbishop of Canterbury and Sir Robert were
the speakers.

There are frequent references to lectures and addresses on crime and its problems, one to the Whitefriar's
Club, another to alarge audience in the Cory Hall, Cardiff. On the lighter side was a dinner of the
County Chief-Constables Club, at which Lord Desart and my father were the chief guests. Many of these
activities were of course after his resignation.

Returning now to hisservice at " the Yard ! : Sir John Moylan in his Scotland Yard and the Metropolitan
Police states that "the period 1890 to 1900 proved to be one during which there was an almost continuous
decrease in crime." He continues : " By signal successes in sensational murder cases such as that of Neil
Cream the poisoner, and Milsom and Fowler the Muswell Hill murderers, and by steady achievement in
the less advertised everyday business of dealing with roguesin general, the C.1.D. built up in the
"nineties aworld-wide reputation for efficiency in crime detection . . . Crime reached a low watermark
in 1899." The period of my father's service as Chief of the C.1.D. was 1888 to 1901.
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In Criminals and Crime he himself wrote : " It isto the habit of dealing with criminals instead of with
crime that the phenomenal success of the C.1.D. islargely due. | have no reserve in praising a department
of which | was recently the Chief, and for the excellent reason that no one knows better than | do to
whom the praise for that success is due. With a chief who did not enjoy the fullest confidence and
respect of his subordinates success would be impossible. But the best of chiefs can do little more than
stand behind the working staff -a body of officers that as a body when judged by the double test of
efficiency and character are unequalled in the world. Character | include with emphasis because it is
often overlooked when judging the relative merits of different Forces."

Amongst those who supported him so loyally and effectively at Scotland Y ard, Sir Melville Macnaghten,
Superintendent Frederick Williamson and Chief-1nspector William Melville have aready been
mentioned. Others whose names frequently appear in the records of causes celdbres were Inspector (later
Sir Patrick) Quinn, who went after Pigott the forger when the latter fled to Spain, and Chief I nspector
Frank Froest, who brought Jabez Balfour back from the Argentine and who was concerned also in the
Adolph Beck case.

In the words of George Dilnot in his interesting Sory of Scotland Yard, " Sir Robert Anderson after
honourable and distinguished service for many years retired from the Criminal Investigation Department
in 1gol." Hisfriend Major-Genera J. C. Russell, C.V.O., Equerry to King Edward V11, wrote:" | don't
know whether to congratul ate you or to condole with the State. . . . Asawretched item in the
Commonwealth | feel that my person and goods are no longer so safe as they were."

The New Y ear honours in 1896 had included the Companionship of the Order of the Bath, the decoration
being bestowed by Queen Victoria at Windsor. He found the lack of ceremony there somewhat
embarrassing, Her Majesty being seated in an armchair in the middle of the drawing-room. His loyalty
and veneration betrayed him into giving her hand areal kiss instead of the correct purely ceremonial
touch, and he noticed an amused smile on her face as he bowed himself out. To hisrelief, however, Sir
Fleetwood Edwards, who was in attendance, followed him to say that the Queen wanted to know more
about him. After relinquishing office, the rank of K.C.B. (Knight Commander) was conferred on him by
King Edward V11 in 1901. Dr. Adler, the Chief Rabbi, wrote : " The honour must be greatly enhanced by
the consciousness that it has been earned by diligent labour. ~ Seest thou a man diligent in his business ?
He shall stand before Kings.' "

Amongst other letters of congratulation which gave him special pleasure was one from Inspector
Kirchner quoting Browning's lines, " The best is yet to be, The last of life for which the first was made,"
and one from Superintendent Donald Swanson who wrote : * 1t was with real pleasure that | read this
morning that my old master was the recipient of honour from H.M. the King. Everybody | have spoken
to hereis pleased." Every Christmas thereafter brought greetings from Mr. Swanson ; in 1917 he wrote:

" My best wishes to Lady Agnes and you my dear former master. | often think of you and your
kindnesses to me which are remembered with pleasure and are impossible to forget.”
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The reply said:

" | was greatly gratified by your remembrance of me. My very pleasant memories of my service at * the
Yard' are mainly associated with the Staff of the department, and very specially with my senior officers.
| don't believe there was one of you who had an unkind thought about me. . . . Very heartily do | wish
you all good during the year about to begin. 'Tis a sad and a solemn time we are living in. Asfor me, its
sadness would overwhelm me were it not for the Faith and the Hope which become more real and more
gladdening as the days go by."

In aletter to myself after my father's death Mr. Swanson said:

" Yes, certainly you have my willing permission to publish any letter to me from my dear respected
master, if it will help you to portray his character as | found him during the many years | was under

him. . . . Hewas able, just, firm, good and kind. We never knew an unpleasantness, though we differed
sometimes, but very seldom and then over very trivial matters. | am conscious that | owe him very much
and shall always feel grateful. Under him were spent the happiest of my thirty-five years service."

Another chapter will tell of Sir Robert's long campaign, waged both before and after his retirement, for
drastic reforms in the methods of dealing with criminals and crime.
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Sir Robert Ander son
and Lady Agnes Anderson

by Arthur Posonby Moore-Anderson

Chapter 5

CRIMINALSAND CRIME. A PIONEER

Sir Robert Anderson has had a remarkabl e and rare opportunity for studying and becoming acquainted with most existing
forms of crime, and also with the manner and working of our criminal punishment system. His views therefore are worthy
of the utmost respect and consideration. The Liverpool Post.

WE justly deplore the barbarity with which past generations treated their criminals. The elaborate folly
of our present methods will excite the wonder of generations to come.” These are the opening words of
the book Criminals and Crime published in 1907 and based upon a series of articlesin various journas
from 1891 onwards, notably The Nineteenth Century, the editor of which, Sir James Knowles, was a
strong supporter of the campaign for reform. " But heis a pioneer,” said Lord Guthrie the Scottish judge
when | was introduced to him in South Africa as the son of Sir Robert Anderson. The following pages
will in some measure show the truth of the remark.

One plea which met with a good deal of misunderstanding and misrepresentation, not to say hostility in
some quarters, was for a new approach to the problem of " professional crime.” Habitual criminals
belonged to two classes. One consisted of those who were so utterly weak or so hopelessly wicked that
they could not abstain from crime. Some of these were hereditary criminals who were alowed to beget
children to follow in their steps. Such children were brought up in surroundings which would be fatal to
the offspring of the best of men ; and then we were proud of having efficient police to capture them and
well-ordered gaols in which to cage them !

But the other class were those who were criminals by deliberate choice, pursuing a career of crime with
full appreciation of itsrisks. A certain man of good education and address was visited in prison by a
minister of religion. When the latter voiced his distress at finding him in such a position, the man asked
whether one who was keen on fox-hunting gave it up when he had afall. " | have had a bad fall and no
mistake," he said, " but | count on better luck another time." This case was thoroughly typical, said my
father. For such aman acrimina career was alife of adventure such as would compare favourably with
most kinds of sport. He was not a weak creature who yielded to uncontrollable impul se.

Stories of Benson and Raymond, two men of this class, have been given in the chapter on Scotland Y ard.
Such men, the elite of the profession, lived well ; they could name their favourite wine and knew a good
cigar. A trip to Brighton was an ordinary incident in their easy lives, and a winter visit to Monte Carlo
nothing out of the way. They were responsible for the elaborate frauds, the great forgeries, jewel
larcenies and bank robberies, which now and then startled the public.
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They were few in number and as well known to the police as were the members of the Cabinet. The men
who were competent to finance as well as to organise great crimes were so few, said my father once, that
the room in which he was then writing would suffice to seat them comfortably. But there were many
others who might fairly be called criminals by profession ; they too were well known to the police, and a
single wing of any large prison would hold them all.

Referring especially to those who were trained and accomplished burglars, he described the routine at
Scotland Y ard when a skilled burglary was being investigated, or such atheft as that of an oil-painting
from a public gallery. The problem could not be solved by sitting down in the Sherlock Holmes style
with a wet towel round one's head. The men competent to plan and execute the crime were limited in
number and were definitely known. Some would be " doing time " at the moment others would be known
to be out of London ; yet others could be proved to have been at their registered addresses on the night in
guestion. The list thus became reduced to working dimensions ; and it was not difficult to go on
eliminating one name after another until the thief was discovered.

If evidence was forthcoming (and there was the difficulty), he would be arrested and sentenced to
perhaps five years pena servitude. In less than four he would be back at the practice of his profession.
After another good run during which he might commit ten, twenty, fifty crimes, enjoying a" high old
time," he would be caught again ; and the same farce would be reenacted.

This routine my father described asthe " shot drill * of the C.1.D., referring to the obsol ete punishment of
having to carry cannon-balls from one spot to another in a prison yard and then carry them back again.
The energies of the most highly trained police in Europe were expended in ways bearing a striking
resemblance to this. The case of aladder larceny in which " Quiet Joe " was implicated was mentioned in
the previous chapter. |f the men had been asked what they would do on the termination of their sentence
they would have replied : " Why, go back to business of course ; what else ?" And so he records that the
year after he left office he recognised his old friends in the newspaper accounts of asimilar case at
Bristol.

The C.1.D. noticed that the men were meeting at afree library and studying provincia directories ; they
were tracked to a bookshop where they bought a map of Bristol, and to other shops at which they got the
plant for aladder larceny. They then went to Bristol where they took observations of the house they had
fixed upon. At that stage the local police, warned by the Y ard, seized the criminals, who were given a
nine months sentence on a minor issue. The burglars openly expressed their gratification at the police
not having waited to " catch them fair on the job," as they were both over sixty and another penal
servitude sentence would have about finished their career. As it was they would live without expense for
ashort time, and a paternal Government would see that the money found on them would be given back
on their release to enable them to buy more emmies and wire and screws, so that no time would be lost in
getting to work again. Such was our punishment-of-crime system !

" Quiet Joe " made agood income at his" profession,” wrote my father ; but he was a thriftless fellow
who spent his earnings freely and never paid income tax. " Old Carr " was of a different type. Never
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having done an honest day's work in hislife, he was athief, afinancer and trainer of thieves and a
notorious receiver of stolen property. " Upon his conviction,” runsthe story, " | was appointed statutory
administrator of his estate. | soon discovered that he owned a good deal of valuable house property ; but
this| declined to deal with, taking charge only of his portable securities for money. The value of this part
of his estate may be estimated by the fact that he brought an action against me for maladministration of
it, claiming £5000 damages! . . . The man lived in crime and by crime ; and old though he was, and
rolling in wealth, he once more resumed the practice of his profession. He was arrested abroad during a
trip .taken to dispose of some stolen notes, the proceeds of a Liverpool crime, and his evil life came to an
end in aforeign prison.”

No words surely, argued the C.1.D. Chief, could be needed to point the moral of such cases. The
criminals who kept society in a state of siege were as strong as they were clever. If the risk of afew
years penal servitude gave place to the certainty of final loss of liberty on conviction, these professionals
would put up with the tedium of an honest life.

What, then, was the suggested new method for dealing with these professional criminals ? The proposal
was that any convict who had been registered or licensed under certain Acts, when again convicted,
should be further charged with being a professional criminal, and the judge might then proceed to an
after-verdict inquiry upon that issue. This should be an open inquiry and the accused should be given
adequate opportunity for meeting the charge. Then, if as the result of such judicial investigation a man
was adjudged a professional criminal, he should be registered as such, and solemnly warned that if by his
own wilful act he was convicted of further crime, he would for an indefinite period be deprived of a
liberty which he used only to prey upon society. If at any time new circumstances or proof of genuine
moral reformation seemed to warrant it, he could be restored to liberty.

In alecture hesaid : " | do not mean that these men [the professional criminals] are to be numbered by
tens, but they are to be numbered only "by hundreds. We have in London five hundred burglaries a
year ; . . . they would be the work of probably not more than fifty men. What an outrage that these fifty
professional burglars, who are perfectly well known .to Scotland Y ard, should be permitted to be at
large, aterror to the community."

With regard to armed burglars, he considered that when a burglar was found with arevolver in addition
to the legitimate " instruments of his profession * he ought to be given alife sentence.

In an interview my father said : " During my time at Scotland Yard | acted as administrator to almost
every high-class professional criminal, and | know who and what they are and how comparatively few
they are. You ask : Would shutting up a few dozen criminals really make any sensible difference in the
crime of the country ? And | reply that is precisely what | mean. My opinion is based on definite facts
and a knowledge of the personnel of the criminal fraternity."

" One of the best and boldest utterances in the January magazinesis Dr. Anderson's article in the
Contemporary on the means for the abolition of organised crime " was the opinion of areviewer as far
back as 1891. Ten years later an article in the Nineteenth Century evoked a great deal of comment

file:/l/G)/Swartzentrover.com/cotor/E-Books/christ/M oore-Anderson/RA _Biography/SRA_05.htm (3 of 9)6/17/2010 3:07:26 PM



Sir Robert Anderson - Chapter 5

mainly favourable ; an exception being The Times which, after saying that few persons had larger
experience with reference to the criminal classes, proceeded to accuse him of wanting to put down crime
by terror and harshness. However my father was able to turn the tables rather neatly when in Criminals
and Crime he quoted a Times leader of 1891 strongly supporting his views. The Spectator received the
proposals with favour, saying that the suggestions seemed simply a precept of common sense. Many
other papers, London and provincial, drew attention to the articles and the book. The view of a Church
journal was that, while on the surface the scheme seemed almost terrifying, beneath the surface it might
be found as merciful asit would prove to be effective.

Whilst the proposals regarding professional crime attracted most attention many other matters were
brought forward. The whole "punishment-of-crime " theory was attacked as in the following words: " In
any sensible and civilised community the aim ought to be to deal with the criminal and never mind the
crime. If the crime is a chance offence our main effort ought to be to save the offender ; if adeliberate
crime the main thought should be the protection of the community."

Sir John Bridge, one of the most experienced L ondon magistrates, had said : " | have nothing to do with
punishing crime. That rests with a Higher Power. My business is to protect the community." Major
Arthur Griffiths, one of H.M. Inspectors of Prisons, had declared that the prison population might be
classed in two main divisions, those offenders who ought never to have been sent to prison at all and
those who ought never to bereleased. " | maintain " said my father, " that no one should ever be sent to
prison in the aimless and unintelligent way in which so many offenders are committed. Every committal
ought to be with some definite object, whether it be the prisoner's punishment, or his reformation or
merely his detention, or some combination of these ams."

" Let usjudge of our present methods by results,”" he wrote. " Are the sentences of imprisonment
imposed by our courts in fact deterrent ? And does the imprisonment prisonment as now administered
reform those who are subjected to it ?. . . As regards the first question, do the sentences now imposed
create adread of the gaol in the minds of the class from which the prison population is recruited ? Here
two facts claim notice. First, a considerable proportion of commitments are due merely to default in
paying money penalties. Secondly, the majority of direct commitments are for terms amost as brief as
the above. The opinion of those in a position to judge is that so far from having a deterrent effect, the
result is that persons who specially need such an influence come to regard imprisonment as a
commonplace incident in their lives. . . .

" Asregards reformation ; human nature being what it is, afew weeks in gaol may do much to
demoralise, even to degrade, but practically nothing to elevate or reform. But do not the severe sentences
imposed by the superior courts avail to make the law aterror to evil-doers ? The answer may be gleaned
from the notorious fact that criminals return again and again to penal servitude. For even the discipline of
aconvict prison has no terrors for men who have become gradually accustomed to alifein gaol by a
preliminary course of short sentences.

" If it be reasonabl e to expect that no one shall be imprisoned without a definite and intelligent purpose,
isit not equally reasonable to insist that, when that purpose is the reformation of the offender, the
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discipline and treatment shall be adapted to bring about that result ? " Reform in the character of prison
buildings was strongly urged, especially in the matter of windows designed to shut out all view of
external nature such as might soothe and possibly elevate the mind. Asylum prisons were advocated for
those who gave proof that they could not be trusted with liberty ; for there were the utterly weak as well
as the utterly wicked. Discipline and industry must be enforced, such a prison being made self-
supporting. But there should be as much liberty and opportunity for mental and moral improvement as
compatible with discipline ; and prisons should be open to all the influences of Christianity, not only to
official religious services.

" It is nothing short of a scandal,” he wrote, " that in a Christian and Protestant country the inmates of
our gaols should know nothing of religion save what comes to them officially like the water and the gas.
To turn from the soul to the intellect ; what means are now available to develop or excite a prisoner's
mental powers ? Short-sentence prisoners have practically nothing. And the only provision for those who
are committed for longer terms is that the use of library books is allowed as a reward for good conduct.
But what use would it be to Bill Sykes or to Hodge if you gave him all the thirty-five volumes of
Wisdom while you wait ! " Why should not prisoners on one night a week have areligious meeting of a
kind fitted to win them, and on another night a popular lecture calculated to interest and instruct them ?
By all means make them work hard ; and punish severely for idleness or misconduct ; but don't starve
either their souls or their brains.”

Apart from the indefinitely prolonged seclusion of those who deliberately outlaw themselves by making
crime the business of their lives, there should be an " habitual offender division,” in which the convict
will obtain even more generous treatment than is now either politic or justifiable. There are two ways of
preventing a dog from biting one's neighbours. One is by the fear of the lash, the other by chaining him
up. If the criminal is to be restrained by the fear of a measured sentence, the discipline ought to be
severe ; if by his being kept in seclusion then severity is unnecessary.

Our methods of dealing with unpremeditated " chance crimes" due to moral weakness, sudden
temptation, or the pressure of want, he considered to be " deplorable both in their severity and in their
effects.”

The restitution of stolen property ought to be insisted on. A burglar should not be set at liberty until he
had disclosed what he had done with his booty. This would go far to abolish the market for stolen
property and even put an end to stealing. If necessary the thief should compensate the individual he had
robbed by work done and paid for in prison.

Very strong support came from Mr. Justice (Sir Alfred) Wills, of whom it was said that in all the great
gualities that go to the making of a just and merciful judge he was pre-eminent. After its criticisms of the
1901 Nineteenth Century article Sir Alfred wrote along letter to The Times emphatically agreeing with
my father's main contentions and proposals, and pleading for a prompt and effective inquiry into them.
The following year Mr. Justice Phillimore in the charge to a Grand jury drew attention to the articles and
said that the matter had been brought before the King's Bench by one of the oldest, most experienced and
most humane of their number, with the result that communications had passed between the Home Office
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and the judges with regard to devising some new form of detention, more or less permanent, for old
offenders.

When Criminals and Crime appeared in 1907 Sir Alfred Wills wrote to my father:

" | should like to find some opportunity for saying in public how thoroughly | agree with almost-1 think |
might even say with quite all that you say. . . . | like particularly your objection to the * punishment of
crime' theory. . . . I can only now thank you heartily for your manly and courageous support of true
principles, and your plain speaking upon matters with respect to which hesitation, cowardice and mealy-
mouthedness have already done such infinite harm."”

In 1908 Mr. Herbert (later Viscount) Gladstone introduced a Bill " to make better provision for the
prevention of crime,” which adopted some of the proposals which had for so long been advocated by my
father, although in 1901 the then Home Secretary had stated that there was nothing in them which could
be made the basis of legislation ! The measure, however, suffered severely in its passage through the
House. " | found,” wrote Sir Alfred Wills, " that as you say everything of value in Part |1 was gone.” And
again : " The "humanitarians,' as they audaciously call themselves, have scored this time, and | suppose
they will until a set of statesmen arise, if they ever do, who have views of their own and will stick to
them regardless of consequences when agreat principleis at stake."

Sir Robert himself said:

" The chief merit of this Bill isin the recognition of the principle that the protection of the publicisa
justification for prolonged sentences. But this recognition is made in a halting and incidental way. The
Bill fails to provide for the numerous class of cases in which, though the actual crime charged is not in
itself a grave one, inquiry would satisfy the court that the offender is a professional criminal who ought
to be detained indefinitely.”

"If the sick were treated with the folly which marks our dealing with criminals, a man with a violent
cough would be sent to hospital though possibly suffering from nothing worse than afly in histhroat or a
common cold, whilst a slight cough would be neglected although it might be a symptom of some fatal
disease."

Regarding the relationship of drink and crime, Sir Robert remarked that judge after judge had said drink
was at the root of the bulk of the crime of the country. That, he said, must be taken with a certain
reservation. Crimes of violence and brutality were nearly always the result of drink. But gambling and
betting also led to crime and misery ; so did overcrowding and dirt and everything that tended to
immorality and the lowering of the standard of life. | remember his saying that he had asked one of the
most experienced of the L ondon magistrates what proportion of the ordinary cases of crime coming
before him he considered to be wholly or in part the result of drink. The reply, which he confessed was a
surprise to him, was that drink was an element in nine out of every ten cases.

So great an advance has been made in respect of the treatment of first offenders, especially of juveniles,
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that | deal only very briefly with this aspect of Sir Robert's penology. " The aim,” he argued, " should be
by all possible means to reform ayoung offender and give him anew start in life." To thisend he
advocated corporal punishment in suitable cases-anything in fact rather than gaol.

In reply to those who objected to punishments which they classified as degrading, although affording an
aternative to imprisonment in the case of youthful offenders, it was urged that no punishment degrades
an offender so thoroughly as one that alows him to make his crime a subject of boasting. The Irish story
related in the first chapter of this book was given as an example of the opposite effect being produced. " |
will not,” he said, " insult the intelligence of the reader by explaining the moral of my story. And | will
only add that if offenders of this class were punished in the manner that public schoolboys are punished,
and then turned out at once to rejoin their companions, an appearance in a police court would cease to be
amatter for boasting ! "

Theright of boysto go wrong was chalenged : " | advocate reforms that will reduce the ranks of the
army of crime ; | plead also for measures that will stop the recruiting.” Before the unemployment
problem had become acute, and before two wars had accustomed the British people to conscription, it
was pointed out that the sort of boys who become " street arabs " and hooligans often made splendid
soldiers and sailors. And the suggestion was that magistrates should be empowered to deal with any lad
between the ages of, say, sixteen and twenty-one who habitually made the streets his home and had no
visible means of subsistence.

The Earl of Meath, founder of the Empire Day Movement, having seen an article by my father in 1910
on the best way of dealing with young offenders, drew his attention to the Duty and Discipline series of
leaflets, and asked him to write one dealing specially with the subject of corpora punishment for
children not amenable to milder influences. Lord Meath said : " There is so much humanitarian
sentiment to be met with in the present day that there appearsto be areal danger lest all control over the
rising generation should be thrown to the winds."

The Aliens Act required strengthening and honest administration. No other country in Europe tolerated
the presence of alien criminals. Why then should such men as anarchist conspirators be allowed to live in
Britain ? The ne'er-do-wells and known criminals of other countries should be excluded. " Why should a
professional criminal be admitted because he happens to have afirst-class ticket on the Channel boat ?
He would not befit for his " profession ' if he could not dress like a " toff' and pay for a high-class
revolver of the newest pattern.”

Accusations of hardness, lack of sympathy and the like were not wanting. In hisletter to The Times,
aready quoted, Sir Alfred Wills had said : " Dr. Anderson is undoubtedly fearless, and pace his critic in
your columns, in my opinion amerciful and fair-minded man." Another kind of light was shed on the
guestion by awriter in the Daily News : " | believe Sir Robert Anderson to be one of the best friends of
those who can be reclaimed, whether young or of mature age. Heisin full sympathy with the boys (an
average of 500 annually) whom Mr. William Wheatley has in hand, and the Superintendent certainly
looks upon him as a very steadfast friend. | happened to be in the chapel in Little Wild Street when Sir
Robert gave an address to nearly 500 children belonging to the schools of the St. Giles Christian
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Mission, and Lady Agnes Anderson distributed some hundreds of prizes. It strikes me that thisis service
worthy even of the Humanitarian League." Mr. Wheatley, on hearing of my father's death, wrote : " | am
more than grieved to read this morning of the passing Home of my very dear old friend, Sir Robert.
Words fail me to express the deep feeling of my heart.”

A fact which is probably not generally known was mentioned in Criminals and Crime. Speaking of one
of the organisations which had attacked him as being too hard on their protegesthe " professionals,” the
author said : " | must add that never a day passes in which the much-maligned police do not give more
help to weak and deserving criminals than this sort of society has rendered during all its history."

| close this chapter with afew South African opinions and suggestions in the years 1945 and 1946. Their
similarity to what Sir Robert Anderson was saying fifty years ago is too obvious to need pointing ouit.
Dr. F. E. T. Krause, late judge-President in the Orange Free State, was quoted recently as having said:

" The doctrine of retribution and revenge was and is still now the' underlying principle of our penal

laws. . . . It was not and is not now the prescribed function or duty of the prison staff to do anything
towards the actual reform of the prisoner. . . . All prisoners are dealt with asif they conform to asingle
pattern or type. . . . What is needed is not a reasonabl e interpretation and a liberal application of the
regulations, but an entire change and abandonment of a barbarous, wrong and purposeless system. . . .
Reformatories have now been placed under the jurisdiction of the Education Department. This has been
the first tangible proof of a change in the policy which regarded the' crime' and not the criminal as the
principal factor in awarding punishment. . . . Most of our country prisons still follow the dungeon pattern
thick iron bars, dlits of windows, no sun, faulty ventilation and semi-darknessin the cells."

At a conference in Johannesburg on penal reform, Mr. W. G. Hoal, Secretary for Justice and Director of
Prisons, said that the gaols were overcrowded with persons many of whom should never be there. The
short sentence for atrivia offence, followed by committals for longer periods according to a carefully
graded scale, defeated the whole object of imprisonment. The head of a reformatory stated that it was
nonsense to say that the punishment must fit the crime ; it should fit the criminal.

The Cape Times in aleading article on the above conference said:

" Time after time it has been emphasised by the highest authorities that thousands of prisoners are
housed in our gaols who should never be there. Modern observation has proved beyond doubt that
prisons create more criminals than they frighten or cure. Only with a drastic overhaul of the present
methods of conviction and detention is there hope of our prisons fulfilling their rightful function of
reformatories.”

And Mr. Justice Twentyman Jones is reported in the Cape Times of 23rd August 1945 as saying with
reference to lawlessness among coloured youths, that it was time some institution was established with
full powers to round up these youths and put them where they would have no opportunity to commit
crimes. The Government should take the matter up and not wait for the courts to commit the youths to
gaol, because when they came out they only resumed their criminal activities.
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A commission on penal reform was appointed by the South African Government in November 1945. The
terms of reference include inquiry into the general objects of punishment ; the desirability or otherwise
of short terms of imprisonment and the means by which, if undesirable, they may be avoided ; the
classification and proper control of penal institutions and of the inmates ; also the devel opment of
suitable forms of education for all prisoners.

In aleading article on the commission under the heading " Prisonson Tria,"” the Cape Times says.

" The need for aradical examination of the prison and punishment system of the Union is obvious. All
civilised countries have at last made up their minds that the true object of imprisonment ought to be not
so much the desire to exact revenge as the desire to reform the criminal. The long history of the pena
system . . . givesfairly clear evidence that the deterrent effect of punishment has been grossly
overrated. . . . It isplain that our present penal system is a hopeless failure and needs complete
renovation.”
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Sir Robert Ander son
and Lady Agnes Anderson

by Arthur Posonby Moore-Anderson

Chapter 6

FRIENDSHIPS

In one aspect Sir Robert Anderson's theological writings reflect the man-his sturdy Ulster inheritance and training, his
clear-cut, logical habit of thought his impatience with any form of " mediating " theology, his capacity for dealing hard
straight blows, and his unsparing condemnation of anything he judged a departure from the truth. What they do not reflect
in adequate measure is his fundamenta geniality, beautiful simplicity of spirit, and abundant kindness of heart. These are
enshrined not in books but in the hearts of all hisfriends.

E. H., in The Christian, 28th November 1918

SOME who only knew Sir Robert from his writings and public utterances may have missed any clue to
the traits which endeared him to his more intimate friends. He had a rare genius for friendship.” So wrote
one of the oldest of these, Mr. J. W. C. Fegan. The expression a genius for friendship " may sound
almost trite ; but | know not how else to account for that which won the warm affection of a host of men
and women of high and low estate and widely differing character and interests.

One can think of few temperaments in some respects more dissimilar than those of Dr. Handley Moule,
sometime Bishop of Durham, and my father. Y et there was between them a close bond of understanding
and Christian affection. When this memoir was first being prepared Dr. Moule said:

" 1t will be a personal happiness to me that anything affecting me should be included in your memoir of
your father, that friend whose never-failing friendship was for long years one of the treasured
possessions of my life."

" Anything to make those who had not the privilege of his friendship know something of hisrare
character, its gifts and the many-sided power behind them, must be of value for both minds and hearts.”

Dr. Stuart Holden, who contributed the Foreword to the first edition, in thanking me for letting him see
an intimate letter, wrote : " It gives me no surprise, as | have had the privilege in recent years of getting
many such a glimpse into the heart of love and tenderness sometimes disguised by an austere manner."
The letter was one asking forgiveness for some expressions misunderstood by a great friend. " | now
recognise,” it said, " that my words are open to the construction you have placed upon them, and | wish
frankly to withdraw them, and to express unreservedly my deep and sincere regret for the pain they have
given you. Forgive me thiswrong. And may | venture to hope that it will be ~ as God for Christ's sake
has forgiven you,' reaching on to and including the 'no more remembrance'? "
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Reference has already been made to the life-long friendshipsformed at * T.C.D." and in the south and
west of Ireland. Some of them, notably with the Blands, Trenches and Talbot-Croshies, and the family of
the Rev. J. Denham-Smith, have been continued to the third and fourth generation. But all along the way
his devotion to the life of Christian service and witness was repaid by the love and affection bestowed
upon him ; whilst many whose acquaintance was made in the course of official or public duty became
warm friends.

But it was only to those who got beneath the surface that hisreal character was reveaed. After his death
Mr. Fegan wrote in the Christian : "When | was on my first evangelistic visit in Kerry, Mr. F. C. Bland,
who was-to use aword of his own coining-a very judgmatical man, said to me in his characteristic vein
of affectionate raillery, Bob Anderson is adaring impostor. He assumes an air of stoical reserve ; but the
truth isthat his heart is astender as awoman's.’ In all the varying experiences of a friendship of forty-
five years | have found it so. | have often said to those who took exception to some harsh phrase of hisin
controversy that if | wasin deep sorrow or trouble | knew no friend to whom | could turn with greater
assurance for heartfelt and comforting sympathy. . . . | must say no more. | could not withhold this much
in tribute to one of the staunchest, tenderest friends that ever man had."

Association with Lord Aberdeen in the work of Royal Commissions led to a sincere personal friendship,
invitations to Haddo House following the official intercourse. L etters to my mother tell of one of these
visits, apparently in 1876. (The letters are undated.)

On the evening of hisarrival hesaid : " | had afirst seance with Lord A. over business ; then awalk by
the lakes ; after lunch adrive with Lady Aberdeen and Lady Harriet Lindsay ; a game of tennis with
Lady Katherine afterwards. Since then |'ve been romping with the children (Lady Harriet's). | so wish
you and Artie were here. Now on coming to my room | find the fire lighted and everything most snug.

" Lord A. assured me he liked hisfriendsto act as if they were really at home, and if | wanted afire early
in the day, or tea at any hour, | wasto ring and order it. Asfor the teg, it isto be had in the hall at 4.30
and goeson till 6, so that | am in clover. Indeed | never was in a pleasanter house (except Ardfert !) or
with kinder people. Lord A. interrupted me by coming in to explain that ladies were scarce and that he
couldn't find one for me, but asked me to sit next his sister's young man,’ Lord Balfour of Burleigh,
whom | know in official circles, avery nice fellow indeed. We sat down 16 to dinner, avery swell

affair ; thefirst time | ever dined off silver plate, save at acity dinner ! After dinner we had some music,
Mr. Turle playing much-for 50 years the organist of Westminster Abbey, a very nice old gentleman. At
10.30 we all tooled off to alittle chapel or meeting-room, and Lord A. conducted family prayers. |
counted 12 servant women and 5 men. Afterwards | had some talk with Lady A. whom | found to be a
true Christian. | am now gone to bed." The following day : " | have just had my romp with the children. |
couldn't have believed | should be so thoroughly at home. | have only wanted you to share it al to make
me supremely happy.” Next evening, Sunday : " | feel | have really made friends here. | went to the
Parish Church in the morning. Two omnibuses started, one with the servants, women inside, men out ;
the other with the ladies and those who preferred driving to walking. . . . At 6.30 p.m. Lord A. read the
evening service, Mr. Turle at the harmonium, a new one presented to Lady K. by the servants. Dinner at
8 and sacred music all the evening."
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A visit in 1884 was on the occasion of areception to Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Gladstone ; he was at that time
the famous Victorian Premier, the opponent of Disraeli and Salisbury. Monday, 15th September was the
great day. About midnight a description was written to my mother:

" The people had collected in hundreds in front of the house, awaiting the G.O.M ., [the Grand Old Man,]
as Mr. Gladstone was popularly called. At 6.30 Lord Aberdeen who had gone to old Meldrum to meet
them rode up amid cheers. A few minutes afterwards arrived the Gladstones in a carriage-and-four
escorted by about 300 of the tenantry on horseback. The Gladstones came up to the house where al the
party had gathered round Lady Aberdeen, the cheering being worthy of some 1200 Scottish throats.
After the G.O,M. had shaken hands with the Haddo guests, one of the oldest tenants addressed a few
words of welcome. Meanwhile the' cavalry' had formed up under the balcony, the people on foot on the
grass beyond, and Mr. Gladstone made a speech in reply. All this you can read in the papers. The dinner
was a big one, as a number of local celebrities were invited. The biggest swells among the new arrivals
were Lord and Lady Elgin. . . . P.S. (Tuesday). | am at the library table, and the G.O.M. has just sat
down beside me at the next blotter and might look over my shoulder ! *

Again, late that night : " After | wrote to-day we had the photo of the house-party. Then | got Mr. Glyn,
Lord Elgin and Mr. Henry Gladstone, and we had two good hours tennis. . . . We had abig dinner again ;
34 sat down.” | still have the photo of this group, which included, in addition to the Gladstones and
Aberdeens and the present Marquess as a small boy, the Rev. the Hon. E. Carr Glyn, afterwards Bishop
of Peterborough, and Lady Mary Glyn, the Earl and Countess of Elgin (he was Viceroy of India, 1894-
99), Mr. Henry Gladstone, and various Scottish notables.

The last letter from Haddo has a postscript : " | think my fate is sealed and | suppose I'll stay another day.
We have had a particularly pleasant party this vening ; the Glyns, Lady Tavistock, Mrs. and Miss Hogg,
Dr. Donaldson and Mr. Henry Gladstone. We had great fun all round, and very definite appeals to me to
stay another day. Mr. Sholto Douglas comes to-morrow.

.1 had along quiet chat with Lady Aberdeen this evening. She and A. were kinder and more cordial than
ev